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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hie Excellency Colonel the Right Uon’ble Sir Frakcis STAioit 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. Mark, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce mul Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Alha<lj Sir Aiii)Br,KKRiM Giiozmvi, kt., in cbnrg# of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration, 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. I). K. P»e.ntice, c.s.i., c.i.k., i.c.s., in chnrg# 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment, 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualiflcaiions 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 

7. Haiaribagb Reformatory School. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. GtiosE, kt., in charge of the IcAowiiig 
portfolios : — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon'ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


She Hon’ble Mr. Ehwaja Nazihuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios ; — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


Vbe Hon’ble Mr. Buot Psasad Sihoh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Local Self-Government, 

S. Excise. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


PRESIDIOT. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatiia Nath Ray Cn\vimvni, kt., of 
Santosh. 


Depi'ty President. 

Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, h.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Thirty-eighth tenion. 

1. Sir TjANCELot Travers, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. 

2. Mr, B. C. CuATTERJEE, Bar.-at-Law. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizcl IIaque. 

4. Mr. S. M. Bose, Bar.-at-Law. 

Secretary to the Council — G. G. Hooper, i.c.s. (offg.). 

Aisistaiit Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchisoh and K. 
MarxncDAit. 


Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKst, i.a.o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

AH, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpiir (Muhaiiimadan). ] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jejisorp South (Muhanmuulafi).] 

AH, Mr. Altaf. [Bo^ra (Muhammadan).] 

Armatrong, Mr. W. L. [Presideiiry and Burdwan (European).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chamher of rommenp.) 

B 

Bakeh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore Nortili (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu Jjalit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Noii-Muhainmadan).] 
Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. ( Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debendra Nath. [24-l*arganas Rural North 
(Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. f24-pHrgana8 Rural South (Non-Muhammudan).] 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Kcsliab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralar. [Birbhurn (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchunan, m.d.e. [Rangpur Went (Non-Muham- 
roadan).] 

Bartley, Mr. (' {Nominated Official.) 

Basir Uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajjihahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-nt-Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bottomley, Mr. J. M. (Nominated Official.) 

Bural, Babu Gokul Chand, [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhaxn- 
madan).] 


G 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Mubam- 
padan).] 

Gkandlmri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajsliohi (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Chaudhuii, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pahna (Non-Muham^ 
nadan).] 



^ ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBIOlB , 

Ohandharii Khan Bahadur Haulvi Alimuazaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadau).] 

Chaudhuri, EJian Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Hahmau. (Nominatod 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong »South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Major General W. V., c.i.E., d.s.o., m.d., f.r.c.s.i., i.m.s. 
(Nominated Official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. R., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, llai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr, Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Mubam- 
mndan).] 


E 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymensingh South-Weal 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M., Khan Bahadur. [Ministei^.] 
[Tipi>era South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. L. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Failullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (EuT6peaii)*| 

G 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ohose, Dr. Amnlya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Qhose, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.ije. (Dacca XJniveraity.) 

Ohose, the Hon*ble Sir B. B., kt. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Ghutnavi, theHon^ble AlhadjSir Abdelkerim, rr. (Member, Exeeiftit^ 
Council.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF HEMBEKS. 


Gadiriat, Mr. B. N. (Nominatisd Official.) 

(BenP*! Marwari A«8ociatio».> 
Ooha. Babu ProfuUa Kumar. t24-Pargana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] • 


Guha, Mr. P. N, (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., c.i.e., m.b.e. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan) 1 
Gumer, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 


H 

Hakim, Maulvi Ahdul. [Mymenain^rh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AiiEul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaliiddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 
Hi^'jrins, Mr. K. (Expert, Xtmiiimted.i 
Hopkyns, Mr. . S., r.r.K.. o.n.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Jiindadul. [llanjrpur Kasl (Muhammatian).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda cum Jalpai^uri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakar^ranj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. FaKl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 


K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhararaadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Kerr, Mr. W. J. (Nominated (dlifial.i 
Khan, Maulvi Amin-uz-Zuman. (Nominated Official.) 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muassam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Taraisuddin, [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
♦Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajahahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Mubammadon).] 

Marr, tlie Hon'ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Maeon, Mr. G. A. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 


* Deputy Praeideot, Bengal LegMative CooDdl. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEKS. 


McCluBkie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Bural Central iNon- 
Muhammadan).] ' 

Momin, Khau Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 
Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhnmroadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Ilai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-Ea.st 
( N on-M uhammadan ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kassimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nazimiiddin, the Ilon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
gaiij South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. 11. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


0 

Ordish, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Cbittagong (European).] 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Presidency and Burdwau (European).] 


F 

Philpot, Mr. H, C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddor, Seth Ilunuraan Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, the Ilon’ble Mr. W. 1). R., c.s.i., c.i.e. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 


R 

Raheem, Mr. A,, c.i.e, [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).]* 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan). ] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF vigUTiieim H 

Bakman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Parga&aA Rural (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Baikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Deb. [lloo^^hly Municipal (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. [.lesaore South \Xou-Muluimmadan),] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhnmmudan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Nnrayan, n.L. [llangpur East (Non-Muham. 
madan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshnhi liUudholderH.) 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. [Diiiajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, m.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Ilon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satish Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non- 
Muhammad^m). ] 

Ross, Mr. J. (Imlian Tea AnHoriatioii. ) 

Rout, Babu Ilo.seni. [Midnaiwre North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu ITaribnnfla. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jessore North (Non-Muhnmrandan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-Pargnna8 Municijml South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the Hou’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Minister.] [Burdwan 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhommar 
dan).] 


S 


Baadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Salauddin, Mr. Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Samad, Mauivi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt., c.i.e. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rcbati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Son Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Rai Sahib Aksboy Kumar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingb East (Muhammadan).] 


* PrMident of iba Brnga] Lagishitiv* OouaoiL 
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MLFHABmiCAL LIST OF liianiEB& 


SiaglUi Mr. Amu Chandra. (Chittagong Landholdara.) 

Singh, Srijnt Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Naahipur. (Burdwaa 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan). J 
Sumner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


T 


Travers, Sir Lancelot, kt., c.i.e., o.n.E. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. II. R., r.i.E. (Noiuinated Official.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Omoial Rtport of tin Thirty-oighth Sonioii.) 

VoliiiM XXXVI 1 1— No. 1. 

Proootdingt of tho Bongai Logitlativo Couneii anaialtM UMiir tho 
prowiiiom of the Oovonmiont of India Aot. 

The CouKciL met in the Council CUnniber in the Council Houee, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the let February, 1932, at 2-30 p.m. 


Praaont: 

Mr. President tthe Hon’ble Hajn Sir Manmaiii.s Nath Rat 
Chacdhvri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three llon’ble Ministers and 108 
nominated and elected ineiuliers. 


Oath or afllrmation. 

The following ineinherM made an oath of their nlle^riance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. AVilliam Steniiin^' llfipkyriH, c.i.k., o.n.K. 

Mr. diaries Bartley. 

Mr. Hector RuHsell Wilkin«r»n, c.i.k. 

Mr. G. A. Mason. 

Mr. J. E. Ordish. 


Voluntary cut in aalarioc of tha Hon’bla the Praaiiiant ami Dapu^ 

ProdflMit 

TIlO Hon*blo Mr. A« MARRs Sir, I have an announcement to make. 

I am authorised by Hts Excellency the Governor to say that he has 
received from the flon’ble President of this Council a letter offering to 
aurrender ten per cent, of his salary in view of the present financial 
atringency. The offer takes effect from the Ist January, 1032, and is 
for the duration of the present exceptional emergency. His Excellency 
has gratefully accepted the Hon'ble President's generous offer. 

I am also authorised to state that a letter in similar terms has been 
' received from the Deputy President of this House whose offer has al 4 <ft 
been gratefully accepted by His ExoeUeney. 
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PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 


[1st Feb., 


PiMf of Ghoimiefi. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the following 
members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing 
session ; — 

{!) Sir Lancelot Travers, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. 

(2) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Bar.-at-Law. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. 

(4) Mr. S. M. Bose, Bar.-at-Law. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Council in 
my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, is it in order of seniority or age or 
what? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You come next to Sir Lancelot Travers in 
seniority. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE; Sir, 1 claim to he older than him. 
(Laughter.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT* You have not shown me your horoscope as yet. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

(At 240 p.m. the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hon’ble 
the President that His Excellency the Governor was without. The 
Hon^ble the President then left his seat on the data and met His 
Excellency under the small dome in the vestibule. His Excellency 
then entered the C^mncil C^tainber with the Hon’hle the President, and, 
at the re<iue«t of the Ilon’ble the President, took his seat in the 
Presidential Chair, the Hon*ble the President being seated on His 
Excellency’s right.) 

As His Excellency the Governor took the Chair Maulvi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hasheiny rose to a point of order. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order: Yon must know that I am not 
presiding over an ordinary^ meeting of the Council at the present moment 
(The member resumed his seat.) 



GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS. 


1932 .] 


Hit ExotliMioy the Covtnior>i Atfdnti. 




Hit Exotlltiicy the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Ri^t 
Honeureble Sir Franois Stanley Jackson): (ientlemen. the Council 
meets to-day under conditions of unusual interest thoufrh of ( onsiderabl© 
gravity. Since the Council was last in session imu’h has liuppened in 
Bengal and in India and throughout the world to create a situation, 
political and economic, wliich lias given and still gives cause for serious 
concern to all who carry responsibility. The main responsibility of 
members of this Council however must be primarily to the people of 
Bengal, and I shall bear this in mind in the remarks which 1 shall 
address to the Council this afternoon. In times like these I fetd that, 
whilst it may not be possible to ignore the present or the past, it will 
probably prove most profitable if one’s eyes are turned for the most part 
upon the future. It appears to me that the most valuable help will 
be forthcoming from the constructive mind and outlook rather than 
from hyper-critical and regretful recrimination. 


I admit it is not easy to take a very cheerful view of the immediate 
future. The economic and financial difficulties with which wo are 
faced are not conducive to optimism. All must be aware of the havoo 
which the world crisis, accompanied unfortunately by internal jHiliticnl 
disturbance which must bear some of the blame, has played with the 
finances of this Province. Since the introduction of the Peforms of 
1920 our financial position, owing to various <‘auses, lias never been 
anything but precarious. Any (au.se which even slightly affected our 
ordinary revenue wa.s (ertnin immediately to produce the prospect of a 
deficit, so close to the margin have we had to work in the bare running 
of the administration. Any promising source of expanding revenue 
has be(»n compIeUdy barred to us. The world crisis, which so seriously 
affected the staple industries of Bengal, with the (onsec|uent shortage 
of money throughout the Province, bus had its irnniediate effect ujmn 
revenue which has shown a very serious decline during the last two 
years. I think it can justly l>e claimed that tlie expenditun' upon 
administration has not been extravagant: in fact in many respect* 
expenditure has l)een cut to ajevel almost ladow the minimum consistent 
with ordinary efficiency. Government have done their liest, Imth by 
retrenching existing expenditure and hy stopping almost all expenditure 
upon development and new* schemes, to meet the situation created by 
declining revenue and have, as you know, at the same time imposed 
a cut of ten per cent, on all salaries over Its. 40. I am not going any 
farther to anticipate the budget statement of my Hon’hle friend the 
Finance Member: he must tell his own tale with as much cheerfulneas 
as the subject under present conditions will allow, I am sure I can 
count on the House to give him the sympathetic assistance that the 
needs of the situation demand. 
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OOYEUmm ADDBE88. 


[IST FbB., 


The economic poeition throughout the rural districts has, of course, 
reacted both to world conditions and to local misfortunes and has been 
a matter of serious concern to Government. The prices of such money- 
producing crops as jute and paddy have rarely been lower, though 
fortunately low prices have been accompanied by abundance of food- 
stuffs. In some areas much damage and consequent distress have been 
caused by floods. One gleam of satisfaction has been a fair rise in 
the price of jute and our latest reports indicate that on the whole the 
economic situation throughout rural Bengal shows a distinct improve- 
ment on the conditions obtaining and anticipated six months ago. It 
has, however, been deemed advisable to endeavour, by tlie same mea^s 
as were adopted last year, to restrict the sowing of jute in the hope 
that by avoiding over-production the present price, which is possibly 
just ecjononiic, may be preserved. It has also been necessary, in the 
areas affected by floods and other visitations, to provide funds both in 
the shape of gratuitous relief to help to mitigate the immediate 
sufferings of those affected and in the shape of agricultural loans which 
are the most efficacious w'ay of helping the cultivators to repair their 
losses. 1 should like here to acknowledge on behalf of Government the 
valuable assistance, monetaiy' and otherwise, which has been rendered 
by many organisations and newspapers. This has been of immease 
help in supplementing the work of relief on whi(“h Government, through 
its local officers, has been engaged throughout. In some ureas in the 
Province it has been necessary to introduce relief works, though I am 
glad to say that this requirement has not been veiy extensive. If 
further help is rt^quired — as it may be later in the year — Government 
will meet the situation in the same way, by providing further funds 
for starting test works and distributing gratuitou.s relief and by the 
most profitable method of giving agricultural loans. 

In these times of exct'ptioual financial and economic stress all are 
called upon to make sacrifices. I hope, however, that there will be a 
general endeavour, as far as possible, to avoid wholesale discharges 
which muat swell the ranks of the unemployed already pitiably great. 
This much of hope, at all events, I see in the position: with our fertile 
aoil and our virtual monopoly in the crop on which so large a proportion 
of our population depend, we here in Bengal should be in a position to 
take immediate advantage of any improvement in the general position 
of trade throughout the world. 

Another matter in which 1 think it will be profitable rather to turn 
our e^es to the future than to keep them fixed on the past is provided 
by the coastitutioual changes which have been foreshadowed by the 
Prime Minister on two occasions. There are many who believe that 
the root of many of our troubles, political certainly, and possibly 
woonomic, is the delay in producing a constitution which will place 
the shoulders of Indians the sobering influence of respoimibility. 



OOVKBirOB'S ADDEE88. 


IT 


P 

Jpowew thmt may be, w c^portuaity U now aiorded to ladiaae of 
ip claasee and oommunitieti to bring the constructive mind and outlook 
4o bear upon this great problem, W© shall shortly have in our midst 
die oonunittees which have been appointed to inquire on the spot into 
the vital questions of franchise and of fe<ieral finance, two subjects, 
both of which must be of as great interest as they are of importance to 
Bengal. This House will, I am sure, welcome the inclusion upon the 
Franchise Committee of an old friend and colleague in Sir John Kerr, 
With a population of fifty millions in uhich the two great communities 
are almost equally divided, the basis of (he franchise must be a matter 
of the greatest concern. My (iovernmenl were requested to appoint a 
Provincial Committee* to advise and stvi with the (Vntral Committee. 
Government would have prt*ferred to have consultiMl the House as 
regards the composition of this Committee, but the notice was short 
and the matter would not p^*rmit of delay, (faverninent hud therefore 
to proceed at once to appoint a Cuiniuittee which they have dime after 
consultation with leaders of various parties of this Council and of 
communities outside. It was a matter of regret that representatives 
of other political opinion not represented in ibis House have not seen 
their way to suggest nominee*© for mem}>ership of (he Provincial 
Committee. 

As regards (he Finance rommit(ec, this is a small Committee whose 
deliberations on the future financial settlement as between the centns 
arid the provinces must he a matter of most vital imi>orttince to this 
Province. I am not yet clear how (his House can help (he (lovernment 
of Bengal in placing the case of the Province before this Committee, 
but the House will need no assurance that my Ooverninent realise to 
the full the ex(en( to which the possibility of safi8factf)ril> working any 
scheme of Provincial autonomy in Bengal depends, upon our obtaining 
a fair and ©tjuitable financial settlement which hitherto we certainly 
have not enjoyed. I am confident that in pressing our case wc shall 
receive the fullest support from all quarters of this House. 

At the commencement of rny remarks I referred to tlu» exc4*ptioual 
conditions under whicli this (V^uncil iiiwts here to-ilay. Kven in normal 
times, w'hen we are relatively friH* from economi<‘ and iimstitutiona! 
anxieties, we are wont to regard peace and tranquillity as essential for 
progress and prosperity : in times of exceptional stress such as we are 
now axpeiiencing and, I trust, passing through, 1 sliouid have thought 
that it would have been generally recognised that tbe only course of 
aafety wee for people to "*get together* '-*-to co-operate with Oovernnumt 
and ammig themselves to solve tbe constitutional problems that ars 
before Ihe country and to tide over tbe economic crisis. 1 have little 
doubt that the wish of tbe vast majority of the people of this country is 
lor peeoe peace to of an advance toward a settkiiieat of their 
eraaoinie and thfii^oeigtibat^^ prohlems. (Chtie is on# seothm of 
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opinion, however — very definitely a minority 48 the events of the past 
month have shown — which h^ chosen this of all moments to endeavour 
to divide the country and to force upon Government the necessity of 
diverting its attentioi) from the promotion of constitutional reform and 
economic revival to the formulation of spec ial measures designed to 
safeguard the State against disruption and the individual against 
attacks on his personal liberty. For these are the sole objects of the 
recent Ordinances. I am not here to apologise for the Ordinances. 
The issue of Special Ordinances has been forced upon Government by 
those who, whether secretly by bomb and pistol or openly by methods 
no less unconstitutional, have declared in specific terms their intention 
of bringing the administration to a standstill and of forcing upon the 
Government and people of this country the will of a minority. The open 
challenge contained in the threat to revive the Civil Disobedience 
Movement was a ehallenge whieh no Government eonid for a moment 
hesitate to take up. To meet it the (ioverninent of India have armed 
themselves and tlie loc*al Governmefits with spe<‘ial powers whieh are, 
and were intended to be, of a wide and drastic nature. In doing so the 
Government of India were only arming themselves against the possi- 
bilities whieli past experienee and the pxpli(‘it threats of the Working 
Committee appeareil to render imminent. No one will be better 
satisfied than the authors of these same Ordinaiu^es if their provisions 
need not be further put into effect. I^et me make it clear once and for 
all to this House that the Ordinances are directed solely against those 
who engage in movements subversive of the safety of the State and the 
liberty of their fellow-eitixens. No law-abiding person need have any 
appreliension in regard to them. Indeed the eondition of this Province 
after a month of the Emergency Powers Ordinance — the small extent 
to which it has been found necessary to employ its provisions or those 
of any other of the new thdinances— amply demonstrates that the 
Ordinances are not, as they are sometimes represented to be, engines of 
oppression : they are rather the reserve of power whieh the Government 
have token to themselves and extended to their officers to meet if need 
arises (and only if need arises) a condition of affairs in which the only 
alternatives are a firm exercise of authority or complete anarchy and 
chaos. This is the spirit in which tlie Ordinances were promulgated 
and it is the spirit in which they are being operated in this Province. 
The stMuier we can give up this reserve of power the better we as a 
Government shall Iw please<l: but so long as the emergency persists, 
this rew^rve of power must be retained and where necessary utilised. 
I wish to make myself perfectly clear and explicit on this point. 

rnfortunately in this Province we have been and still are confronted 
with the activities of certain gangs whose object is to terrorise Oovem- 
ment and its officers and any who stand in the way of their nefanons 
designs. Since last this Council met we have witnessed attacks on 
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Eorapeim and Indian— and on membera of th«» ptiblic. 
Oovei-niuent have been given sperial powera and have undertaken «pe«nal 

joeaaurea to afford protection b<ith to their officers and to the public— 

foar, maJte no mistake about it, the menace of terrorism, once it takes 
deep root, a ill not be confined t<k those a ho may from time to time be 
in the position of exercising executive or judicial functions in the public 
service: already we have had ample proof that the lives of witnesses, 
of men in public life, of men of property an* subject to attack at the 
hands of those who do not siruple, in the furtheranee of their 
revolutionary conspiracy, to make use of young girls us the instruments 
of their muiden)us designs. I suv we have been giv«*n spec ial powers for 
dealing with this menace: we are using and mean to use those powers 
until the menace is eradicated. Hut 1 venture to reiwat luTe what I 
have already said in public elsewhere that the main remedy against 

terrorism the remedy which will most cjuiekly, surely and penna* 

neatly render its contimieil existence impossible in this country- —is 
the inunifestation of that detestation and refusal to tolerute its 
existence which all cb*(c*iit ritireiis must certuinis feel and which many 
of you have exprevSM*d to me in private. If public opinion demands 
ita cessation and if the public of all classes will c ome forward to lieljj) 
in its eradication the movement must perish, it is that public opinion 
which I am unxiouh to see iiiohilised and I feel that in this respect you 
all carry an individual respousihility as members of this roiinc il. The 
directicMi to which I must look foi a lead in the formalieui of sound 
public opinion must obviously he the dirc*c‘tion of this House, containing, 
as it dcn*.s, the elected represem I at ives of tlM‘ pi'ople. The opfwirtunity 
of giving suc h a lead to the IVovince, and to other provinc’es similarly 
threatened, will uuclouht<*dlv he yours during the session now 
commencing. I trust, and 1 ap|H»ul to you, that the opportunity he 
not allowed to pass unheeded. 

[His Excellency the Governor then left the Gouncil (’hamber, 
preceded by the Hon’ble the President.] 

((^n the return of the lion hie the Premlent A 

Maulvi 8Y.E0 JALALUDOIN HASHEMY; Sir, 1 rise to a point 
of order. Sir, if you had not lieen presiding at the lime liow' could 
yon call me to order? 

Mr. PREilOENT: Order, order. It was ver>^ unfortunate that 
j*ou rose in your place at a moment when the Governor was about to 
address the Council. I was unable to persuade myself to believe that 
a member of this House could be so ignorant of Parliamentary 
Gonvsntiona as to raise a point of order when His Excellency rose to 
speak. (Hear, hear.) As to your contention, I might tell you that I 
was certainly not presiding over an ordinary meeting of the Council. 
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It w«« a special meeting and we were assembled Mere for tbe time being 
enly to listen to His Excellency the Goyernor. It is a very weU-known 
fact that when a meeting of the Council is called to enable the Cbvernor 
to address membera of the legislature they listen to him in silence. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMYs On a point of order, 
Sir, I want to know this information. Section 72A of the Government 
of India Act sa.ys that His Excellency the Governor is not a member 
of this House, but he can address the Council at any time 

Mrg PRESIDENT: Order, order, You are again raising the same 
issue under the shelter of section 15 ( 2 ). 

Mautvi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 want to know 

without any prejudice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


8-lft p.ni. 

Obituary Rafaranoaa. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, it is my melancholy 
duty under the settled practice of the House to offer the last tribute to 
the memory of three past members of the Council whose loss we have 
lately had to deplore. 

Khun Bahadur Mauivi Amaii Ali, who died on the 12th October 
last, repn»sented the Muhaminadaii <-ommunity of the Chittagong 
Division in the Bengal Legislative Council from 1917 to 1920 and was 
for a time in 1925 a meinher of the Council of State elected thereto by 
the East Bengal tMuhaujiiiadaiO constituency. The late Khan Bahadur 
was the first non-official Chairman of the Chittagong District Board, 
the first Indian Chairman of the Chittagong Municipality and a leading 
pleader and Honorary Magistrate of Chittagong. The title of Khan 
Bahadur was conferml on him in 1925. 

Mr. Sasi Sekhar Bose, who died on the 18th November last, wm a 
member of this Council from 1926 to 1929. After auccessful Univemity 
career he practised as an Advocate of the Calcutta Ht^ Cmirt« He 
was long connected with the District Board of the 24-PargnBaa ns 
Chairman, Vice^hairman and member and was well-known for his 
public aotivitiea. 

Bai Bahadur Priya Nath Ifukharji, I.6.O., who died cm the Ebth 
November last, waa a nominated c^oiid member of tbe Bengal Lagida- 
liue Gouftcil from 1EI3 to lEIB. He joinad the Bengal PmiiMal 
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i flyvi ce in 1885 and served in several places and in various capaeities. 
For a time from 1906 he served as Secretary’ to the Oorporation of 
Calcutta and ultimately in 1912 Wame the Inspector General of 
Begi&tration, Bengal, which post he held till his retirement in 1919. 
His connection with such charitable and humanitarian institutions as 
the Calcutta Blind School, the “llefuge” and the Saroj Nalini Dutt 
Memorial Association for women's work is welbkiiown to the residents 
of Calcutta and elsewhere. He was a man of great charm of nmniier. 
In recoijgnition of his services he received (he title of Kai lluliadur in 
1912 and was made a Companion of the Imperial Service Order in 1917. 

It will be, I am sure, the wish of the Council that an expression of 
their deep sympathy and of nppr<H*intion of the puhlii' work of our lata 
colleagues should be sent to the relatives of the deceastnl gentlemen. 

I would now ask you, gentlemen, to signify >our assent hy kindly 
rising in your places. 

[The members having risen in their places.] 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen, 
please take the necessary action. 


The Seiretary will 


SUrrtd Quattions 

(to wlilcti oral thiwan wara givan). 

Afgiolfitiiiafit gitran to ttio oantfidotoi Monging to tho booliwari 

olaaaoa. 

•1. BalNi AMULYAOMAN RAYl {a) Will (he Hoirble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(f) how many appointments have Keen made in Bengal sincji the 
issue of the Appointment Department memoTandum Kos. 
85404554A.. dated the 28tli April, 1991, in every de|>ari- 
ment to which the said memorandum applies; and 

(u) how many of the said appointments have been given to the 
• candidates belonging to the backward classes? 

(5) Will the Hon’ye Member be pleated (o eUte what carta each of 
the appointed candidates from the backward clasiif beleogi tof 
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MEMBER in eharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Hm 
H onTilt Mr. W. 0. R. Prontioo): (a) The first return under the 
memorandum referred to is not due until 30th April, 1932, and 
Government will supply the member with the information he desires 
as soon as it is available. 

(f>) Government are not prepared to differentiate between the 
different castes included among the backward classes. 


RaoruitiiNMit of minfstofial offloors from boekwofif elaisos. 

•2. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble MemW 
in charge of the Appointment Department l)e jdeased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(f) the names, qualifi(‘utions, and caste ot ea< h of the ministerial 
officers recmited hy the district authorities of Furidpur, 
Bakurgnnj, Dacca, Uajshahi, I^ahna and Hangpiir di.stricts 
after the circulation of x\ppointment Department memo- 
randum Nos. 3540-3554 A., dated tlie 28th April, 1031; and 

(ii) the number of them in each of those districts that belong to 
the backward classes*^ 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state tlie population of 
the backward classes and other Hindus in the districts of Faridpur, 
Bakargunj and Khulna 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) The first return 
called for hy the memorandum referred to is not due until 30th April, 
1932, and Government propose to await it and to communicate the 
figures asked for to the member as soon as they are available. 

(h) The figures of the census of 1931 have not yet been received. 
The figures for the census of 1921 are available in the published 
Census Tablet to which the member is referred. 


Raport on tho Ctiittagong ooourroneo. 

^3. Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon^ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report made by Messrs. W. H. Nelson, i.r.s., and 
T. J. A, Craig, i.p., on the w'cunreiire in Chittagong!* 

MEMBER in olMUit of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPilo 

Mr. W. 0. R. Pi«iilrao)i Government have decided that ii is not in the 
public intereet to publish tbe report. 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtUi Will the Mon^ble Member be 
pleased to state whether public interest would not be concerned in the 
publication of the report? 

Tilt Honlllt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; 1 have nothing more to aild. 

Mr. B. C« CHATTER4EE: Does thib “Government*’ include tlje 
Ministers as well? 

The Honllle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I Imve nothing to add to 
the answer alweady given. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble MexnW be 
pleased to state whether Government have taken any action on the 
report? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have nothing to add. 

Mr. SHANTi 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the lion hle Meinher 
be pleased to state whether the re|>ort supports the ver‘ii»»n whicli was 
given hy the Government on very high jnithorily? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Does the word “puhlic** refer to the 
Indian public, or the Anglo-Indian public? 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; PrcHunmbly it depends on 
Mr. Cliatterjee’s interpretation, 

Mtuivi 8YE0 dALALUDOIN MA8HEMY; Will the Honble 
Member be pleased to state whether there was any special inquiry on the 
report of the Oommissioner? 

Tht Hoil’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The rejMirt itself was hase<i 
on an inquiry. 

Mr. iYAMAPROiAO M00KfR4EE: Will the Hon’hle Memlwr 
be pleased to state whether Government contempletes the issue of any 
oonunttniqne on the riots in ChittajtonK in September last? 

Th. HmIN. Mr, W. D. R. RRENTICEl I have nothinK to add. 

Mr. Ri e. OHATTERJEBS Will the Honlile Member be pleased to 
rtato whether he hae ascertained it the public demand the publicaUoii 
uf ibis rvportf 
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Tfea HMlrtt Mr. W. 0. R. MMIflTieei I hare mthmg to add. 


■aim tATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYl WiU tii* 

Hon'ble Member be pleased to stale whether the inquiry was ordered as 
the result of an absolute demand in public interest? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

B9bu illTENORALAL BANNCRJEE: Will the Hon^le Member 
be pleased to state how the publication of the report will affect public 
interest? 


The Hoffililt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask the member to 
form his own conclusions. 

Babu IATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether GoTernment is in complete 
agreement with the report? 

Tlia Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have nothing to add. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not think it will serve any useful purpose 
to put more supplementary questions because the Hon’ble Member is 
not inclined to add anything to his answer. T will allow one more 
question only and that will be the last. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether his replies are w>nsisterit with the call for 
cooperation made by Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, as you did not allow that question 
may 1 put one more question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chafteriee, you are inexorable and acute like 
all clever lawyers. (T^iaughter.) 

Mr. B. G. eNATTBR4EE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether Government are aware of the challenge thrown out by 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta that the Magistrate of Chittagong enoounged 
to attack the public of Chittagong? 
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TIM HwAto Mr. W. D. R. PRtNTIOEi Mr. Pmident, does that 
aziae on this question f I ask for your rulin^r. 

Mr. PREtlOENT: I do not know if ia intliitled in the report. 
(Laughter.) It is up to the member to imswer or not answer the 
question, as he likes. 


Thf Hon’bto Mr. W. 0» R« PRENTICE* (tovernment are aware. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On u point of order. Sir. 
Cannot you give us any relief when an Hon’ble Member refui»es to 
give us any information on any subject? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. This point was raised several times in the 
House, and I have stated repeatedly that it is a question of privilege. 
There is no rule which may enable me to c'ompel a member of Govern- 
ment to reply. 


Baby JITENORALAL BANHERdEE: Surely, Mr. President, the 
hon’ble members of the Council are entitled to receive replicas to their 
questions. This refusal attacks the right of the members of the Houiie 
to ask questions and receive adequate replies. If the Hon’ble Members 
do not answer questions, then what is the use of our coming here at 
all? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have told you several times that the Chair 
always wishes to see you fairly treated, but rules do not help. 


Blbu JITENORALAL BANNER^EE: It is not so; the rules do 


hell 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Would I be in order to ask for 
leave to move for an adjournment of the House on account of the Hon’ble 
Member*s refusal to supply information? 


Mr. PRBBIDlNTs If you intend to move any motion for an 
adjosunmieBt, you must let me have notice of it and I will judge your 
motimD mi its merits. 
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Plaoifig 9f printing orilort of tho lemi-Cooorniiiont bodioi witli 
private pressei. 

•4. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department aware that the Bengal Oovern- 
ment have a press of their own furnished with all up-to-date equipment 
and efficient staff? 

(b) Is it a fact that the printing orders of the semi -Government 
bodies like those of the Calcutta Improvement Trust and the Port 
Trust are not placed with the Bengal Press? 

{c) If tho answers to (a) and (/>) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’hle Member he pleased to state whether he knows why the print- 
ing orders of the .semi-(b)vemment bodies are placed with outside 
contractors? 

(</) What action, if any, does the Government intend to take in the 
matter? 


MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Because the rates offered by the private presses are cheaper than 
those of the Bengal Government Press. 

(d) None. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI S Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to ask the Superintendent of Government Printing to quote the 
competitive rates to the Improvement Trust, the Port Trust and other 
semi-Qoverniuent bodies in view of the paucity of work in the 
Government PresB? 


Th# Hon’bia Mr. A. MARR. I liuve made inquiries about this and 
find that we cannot possibly quote rotes against private presses. 


Oflloora after 2E yoart’ aarvloa. 

•5. Ral KAMINI KUMAR OAt Babailiir: (a) Will the Hon*Ue 
Merol»er in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether Oovemment contemplates retiring officers after the completion 
of 25 years* senrioe? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou*ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any changre in the present rules 
ii under contemplation? 


Tlie Hoii’ble Mr. A. MARR: (a) No. 

(b) The (|uestion does not arise. 


Bhairab Bazar potioe-station. 

^6. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) U the Hon ble MemW 
in charge of the Police I)p[)urtinent aware that thtue is no bank or 
treasury in the important trade centre of Bhairab Banar in the district 
of Mj’mensingh for the facility of safe deposit and conveyance of 
money ? 

(6) Will the Ilon’ble Meml)pr be pleased to state the nundier of 
constables at the Bhaiiab Bazar police-station? 

(r) Is it V fact tlmt some of the constables from amongst those at 
the p(diee-station are occasi(»nally sent (»!it into the interior for investi- 
gation and othei purposes? 

(t1) What minimum number of them is retained jiermanently at the 
police-stalioii ? 

(c) Are the (iovernment coiisideriiig the desirability of “ 

(i) increasing the numl>er of police constables to be permaneDtly 

letuined at the Bhairab Bazar |k> 1 ice-station ; and 

(ii) ar/angiiig tor at least four armed p<dic^ pickets at the iiwfjort* 

aiit places of Bhairab Bazar? 


MEMBER in otargn of POLICE DEPARTMENT (Uit HwPblO 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo); in) (loveniment are aware that there is no 
aub-treasury at Bhairab Bazar. 

(6) The sanctioned number of constables at Bhairab Baiar polioe- 
atation is 11. There is also a River fwlice-statioo at Bhairab Barar with 
a sanctioned strength of 8 constables, and a Railway police-station with 
a sanctioned strength of 8 cxinstables. 

(c) Tea. 

(d) Under the rules, 2 constables are required to be present. 

(e> No such proposals are under the consideration of Government, 
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ifUMWiniiiit tf an agrioiflliifil institiitiaii at Ra|fltfM. 

^7. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will tlie Hon'ble 
Miniftter in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what progress has been made for establishing an agricultural institu- 
tion at Kajshahi, utilising the endowment created by late Kumar 
Basanta Kumar Hoy of Bighapatia in his last Will and offered to be 
supplemented by the executors to his estate ensuring an annual income 
of nearly Rs. 18,000 for the advancement of higher agricultural 
education especially in North Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlila Mr. Kfiwaja Nazlmuddin): No scheme has yet been 
formulated which is acceptable both to Government and to the 
executors of the late Kumar Basanta Kumar Roy. The Director of 
Public Instruction and the Director of Agriculture propose to meet 
the executors at Rajsliahi shortly to discuss the matter again. 


UiNform out in the sMartas of puMio sonrants. 

*8. Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in (!harge (d the Finance Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government is aware of the recent 10 per rent, uniform cut in the 
salaries of public seiwants in Bengal? 

(h) What would be the possible savings from this cut in the year 
1932? 

(rl Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government will be in a position to balance the budget? 

(d) Is it a fact that some hon’ble members of this House sent a 
raemoranditti} to the Government requesting them not to touch the 
pay of low paid officers and clerks drawing Rs. 100 and leas per 
month without taking this hon’ble House into confideniH*? 

(f) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Memlier In* pleased to state why the said retiuest has not been 
complied with? 

me HeiPbIt Mr. A. MARR: (a) Yes. 

(b) A saving of nearly Rs. 37 lakhs is anticipated in the year 
193243, 

(c) The information will be given when the budget is presented. 

id) Yes. 
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eewmtial to introdnw the cut m early aa 
poaaible which precluded consultation with the legislature. 


f« ^7'*? f**«“n?* CMOWOMURV; With reference 
to aMwer (e), will the Hon Me Memher he pleasml to consider the matter 
nowr 


Th6 Hoil'bit Mr. A. MARR: Does the hotrhle iiieniher mean that 
Oovernment should reconsider the matter^ 

Babu SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Yes 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: I am ufruid (Government are not in a 
poBition to do that. 


Transfer of a fart ef Bengal to prsfoted OHaaa pmrinoi^ 

•S. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will (he 
Hon’ble Memher in charge of the Appointment Department be pleaaed 
to state whether the Government of Bengal has been consulted in 
connection with the transfer of a part of Bengal to the proposed new 
province of Orissa? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to lay on the table the views of (his Government 
in the matter? 

The Hon’We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The answer is in the 

negative. 

(b) This does not arise. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Ilon hle Member 
be pleased to state whether be is aware that (he (tfiMMiiment of India 
committee appointed to in({iiire into the matter, took some evidence in 
fhia connection? 

Tht Honlii# Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 

Mn 8HAIITi 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hon^le Member 
aware that the question has caused considerable excitement in the 
district of Midnapore? 

TBs HMiNt Mr. W. 0. R. PRillTIBBt I do not know whether it 
has emuMd ooiMidaieUe eadileBMiii. bet H has cawsed aene iatenet. 
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Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Does Oovemmeni intend 
to take any steps in the matter? 

Tilt Hoit’bit Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 presume that when the 
report of the Committee is submitted, the Government of India will 
consult the Government of Bengal on the recommendations. 


UntUrrtd Qutttiont 

(aiiiwtrt to whidi wort laid on tho Ubio). 

Prootso-torvort’ esUblishiiMnt bott-hirob 

1i Matllvi HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the last three years the total amount of boat-hire — 

(i) realised in the (Hvil Courts of Bengal (Process-servers’ estab- 
lishment); and 

{it) paid to the Civil Court process-servers of Bengal? 

MEMBER in oiiargo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HoiHilo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontiof): (i) and (it) A statement is laid on the table. 


Stattrment referred to in the anstrer to clauses (i) and (li) of 
unstarred question No. 1, 



Realisation. 

Expenditure. 


Ks. 

Re. 

1928-29 

.. 1,45,308 

1,29,298 

1929-30 

.. 1,38,053 

1,20,533 

1930-31 

.. 1,17,653 

1.05,603 


Process-oonrors. 



2. Moitivi HA88AN ALI: (a) Will the llon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the stdiedule of the spec ific grievances submitted by the Process- 
servers* Association? 

{b) Will the Hoit*ble Member lie pleased to state, what action, it 
any, has been taken in the ntaUer? 

(r) If no action has been taken, what are the reasonaP 
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I** W. D. R. PRtNTICEi (a) A copy of the memo- 

rsndum has been placed on the Library table. 

(6) The individuals affected were directed to prefer their resim-tive 
complaints to their superior officers. j-’^uve 

(c) Does not arise. 


Prooess4«rv«n. 


3. M«|,i MUHAMMAD HOStAIN: Will the Hon-ble 

Member in charge of the Judi.-ial DcpaHment be pleased to lav on the 
^ble a copy of the schedule of the siwcifi.- grievances submitted bv the 
rrocess-servers’ Association ? 


(h) Will the Hon’ble Meniher lie pleased to state what action if 
any, has been taken in the matter? 

(r) If no action has t)een taken, will the Uon’ble Memlier he 
pleaaed to state the reason therefor P 


Tha Hon'Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The hon’ble member is 

referred to the replies j,Mven to similar (lueetiona naked by Maulvi 
Hassan Ali at this meeting:. 


Humlm of daeoitim and robberits. 

4. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARs Will the llon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 19.H0 and 1931 and for the several 
districts of Bengal — 

(0 the number of dacoities, robbericH and other outrages committed 
on proj)ertiefi and lives of merchants, money-lenders and 
Kamindnrs; 

(ff) (he names of places of their occurrence; 

(ftt) the names of the victims; 

iVr) the amount of losses sustained hy them; 

(t?) how many of such cases have been sent up by the police; 

(vt) bow many have been convicted with the name# of the accuiie<l 
in each case; and 

(ph) the nature of the punishment awarded? 

Th* Mr. W. 0. R. PRINTiCIi The informaium asked for 

is not available and Government are not prepared to undertake ike 
Inborioas inquiries which are required in order to obtain it* 
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The general erime Bgmw tar 1930 will be feuitd in the PoUoe 
Administration Report, a copy of which is in the Library. The figniee 
for 1931 will be available as soon as the Report for 1931 is published. 


Subordinate Judge, Malda. 

5. Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the 
Subordinate Judge at Malda is also vested with the powers of an Assist- 
ant Sessions Judge? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble High Court recommended to the 
Oovernment that the court of the Subordinate Judge at Malda be made 
permanent if a separate judgeship for the said district cannot be created 
at present? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government is going to accept 
the roeommendation of the Hon’ble High Court? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether pro- 
vision for the same will be made in the budget for the coming financial 
year? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(b) This recommendation was not made by the Hon’hle High Court. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 


Rant suiU in Mymansingh Civil Courts. 


C. Mauivi ABDUL. HAKIM: Will the Hon'hle Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department Iw pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the years 1927 to 1931, in each of the munsifs’ courts in the 
•district of Mymensingh, — 

(t) the number of suits for enhancement of rents instituted by the 
landlords ; 

(tt) the number of these suits decreed es parte ; 

(Hi) the number of these suits decreed on contest ; 

(i^) the rate of eahanoeuient por rapoe of lonte domooiiod in ooch 
•nit; and 

iv) the rote of enhaueement par rapaa of route daemad m mdk snit? 
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Tilt Haii’M Mr. W. 0. R. PMIITiei: Tlie ialoniiatioii asked 

is not available, and cannot be obtained without a laborious inquiry 
which Government regret they are not prejiBFed to undertake. 

Mailivi ASOUL HAKIM: Will the Hon*ble Member be pleai»e<} to 
state whether it is not a fart that the rent suits instituted up to the 
year 1930 have already been disposed of? 

Tilt Hofi*hlt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 


Boit*liirw— Prootis-itrvtrt* iitibliiliiiitnt. 

7. Mtulvi MUHAMMAD HOUAIN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last three years — 

(i) the total amount of Ismt-hire realised in the Civil Courts of 

Bengal (PnHess-servers^ establishment); and 

(ii) the total amount of lx>at-hire paid to the Civil Court process* 

servers of Bengal ? 

The Hofl’blo Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: The member is referred to 
the answer given to an identical unstarnvl question put by Maulvi 
Hassan Ali at this meeting. 


SudgM Mkdt. 

8. Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Finance Department Im* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing from the Ist April to the Slst December, 
1931,- 

(i) the receipts under the principal heads of revenue and eipendi- 
ture under the different heads of Administration ; and 

(iV) the amounts obtained by retrenchment of eipenditure and by 
cuts in the salaries of the Government servants? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to ctate — 

(f) what is the amount of deficit, if any, up to 3lst December, 
1931; and 

(tV) what would be the prolmble amount of deficit up to the 31 it 
March, 1932, for carrying on the administration of the 
local Government f 

fo) How doee ike Oovemment propoae to meet this defieiif 


3 
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Hm HaflWtf Mr. A. MAfttlS (a) (i) The figures are not yet 
available. 

(«) The information will be given on the 22nd February, 1932, 
when the budget for 1932-33 is presented to the Legislative Council. 

(h) (i) and (v) I am not prepared to anticipate my budget state- 
ment which will he made on the 22nd February, 1932, when the budget 
for 1932-33 is j)re8ented to the Legislative Council. 

(c) The information will be given on the 22nd February, 1932, 
when the budget for 1932-33 is presented to the Legislative Council. 


3-30 p.m. 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERr BUSINESS 
Raaolutioitt 

(on matters of gonoral public intoroit). 

Economic diitrcss. 

Nourab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, in the 
absence of Dr. Ren Gupta, I should like to move the resolution on his 
behalf. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you had a talk with him? Did he ask 
you to move it, 

Sawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: No. Imt the 

matter is rather 

BabU aiTiltIDRALAL BANNERIEE: If you permit me, Sir, to 
move th«* resolution formally, I should like to do so in order that a 
dist'ussion may take plac'e. I hove Dr. Sen Gupta’s necessary permis- 
sion to move it formally. He has forgotten to place before rae certain 
papers which he said 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 am not (concerned with his 
papers. Anything that you might say must be on your own 
responsibility. 

BabU dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Certainly. How can 1 ask 

anybody else to take responsibility for Orbal I tvoutd say. 
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Hr* PRftIDfliTs What I said is this: You ara Dr. Son OupU*s 
praxy. But nevertbelesa it is not permissihlo for you to rafor to any 
spoacli or any paper which Dr. 5>en Gupta might have prepared relating 
to this motion. 


Baku dlTINDRALAL RANNERdEE: I certainly did not gat up 

to speak on his behalf but to move the resolution formally. 


lift PRESIDENT: But do you see my points 


RabU dITENDRALAL BANNERdEEs 1 see your point, Sir. 
But it is a pity that you do not understand mine. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 1 am afraid you have failed to 
catch my point. I tucked you not to Imse your remarks jaiintedly on 
Dr. Sen Gupta’s papei-s as we are not concerneil with his papers. We 
af^ ooncemed only with the resolution and your remarks thereon. 


Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: But surely I was entitled to 

mention the thing. 1 was not going to use his (mpers at all. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: (tentlemen of the rouncil, it appears that Mr. 
Jitendnilal Bannerjee wauls to peri^ist in paying no heed to the instnic* 
tiona given by the (liair and so 1 am reluctantly compelled not to 
allow him to move this resolution on l>ehalf of Dr. Sen Gupta. 


MtIlIvi ABUL KAIEM: On a point of order, Sir. Here 
''important rewdution tabled for diwussum in the House, and on account 

«... 1 r.l ..I 


of the unfortunate attitude taken by one of the 
allowed to move this resolution. 


memlM*rs he is not 


BNNi dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
I do not object to your de<'ision or your remarks because your [wsitiou 
i» privileged. You as President ran say whatever you like. But why 
should another member characterise my attitude ns unfortunate. 


Mft PRESIDENT: You cannot prevent a member expressing his 
opinion of your attitude. However that may be, in view of the fact 
thni the House seems to be in favour of discussing this resedutton, 1 
nonld nak Nawah Muidiarruf Hosain, Shan Bahadur, to move it. 
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Nammli MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadhr: I beg to move 
the resolution that stands in the name of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta, namely: — 

^^Thia Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of official and non -official members of the Council and 
experts be appointed to make a systematic examination of the present 
economic depression in Bengal and to make suggestions as to what 
temporary and permanent measures may be taken to alleviate the 
present distress and ensure a steady economic progress of the people of 
the Presidency.’* 

Sir, I think I would not be justified in keeping silent and seeing 
such an important resolution being passed over on account of the 
absence of the mover of it. Sir, you are aware of the economu‘ distress 
that is prevailing in Bengal, and the acuteness of it has just this 
afternoon been expressed by less a personage than His Excellency 
while he was delivering his address li(*re. As regards the nature of 
the distress His Excellency has also pointed out that it has affected all 
classes of people in Bengal. It has affected the people to so large an 
extent because all the staple crops, rather the rcvenue-pro<lucing crops, 
have not been fetching the prices that they ought to have fetched. 

The e(H)nomic condition of the mi<ldle-( las^ wlio usf*d to get some- 
thing out of the small savings of poorer ( lasses us also the conditions 
of the latter have been very acute. Th(‘ir condition is so hop<*le.H8 that 
it lias really become a problem to be solved by the Government as well 
as the public. 

As regards the condition of the higher class of people, it has become 
'worse tlian the condition of all others. Their (ondition has really 
becofne intolerable. You are perhaps aware, Sir, that almost all the 
smaller banks of Ben^»al have su.spended payments. These banks used 
to (k«il with five to six crores of rupe<*.H which was in circulation for 
different purposes in Bengal. Now all on a sudden when that money 
has stopped circulation, everybody, high and low, has been feeling the 
pinch of distress and they have been asking for some relief from the 
<k)vcTiiment at this critical juncture. Some people, that is to say, 
those wlio are fortunate enough to have their properties managed by 
the court of wards have got some relief. But as for others, their 
position is practically hopeless. 

As regards the landlords, you are aware, Sir, that almost 90 per 
oent. of them are in debt, and what is their position? They cannot 
pay their land revenue. The money-lenders who advance them money 
have been taking advantage of their present economic distress and 
asking for repa 3 rment of loans w'hich it is impossible at this critical 
lime to do, when the whole country is affected. Yon are nware, 
Sir, that the difficulties through which the landlords are passing are of 
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a Mrioufl nature and require thorough inveatigation. Something must 
be done and that too with promptness to save the landlords from the 
financial embarrassment to which they have been put. This is so far 
as the samindars and other landlords are concerned. 

As re^rds the people who are in trade, it is well known that (hey 
are also in a similar condition. Five to six crores of rupees that was 
in circulation does not see the light of (he day now, and people in the 
business profession used to rely on this money in circulation. In north 
Bengal, from one end of my division to the other, I do not know if 
there is a single person who can now give Rs. 50.(KK) on loan even 
though the borrower was prepared to give 10 or 12 or 15 per cent, 
interest. The reason is that all money is practically l}Ookc«d. The 
same is the case in the other parts of Ibuigal. If (lovernment are not 
prepared to do something to remove the present economic distress of 
the Provinco. the people of Bengal will 1 h' ruined. That being the 
position, Sir, I fervently hope that Government will do something for 
the people. This is the only n solution now before the House which 
ran do K(une good to the pe(»plo of Bengal who are buding such acute 
economic distress and 1 would ask tJovernment to accept the resolution. 
But the mere accc'ptance of the resfdutiun does not iiHuin the solution 
of the problem. I know that c'omniiftees and ('oinmissions of inquiries 
are practically held hy persons who have some interest in the 
administration of the eountry. But time is allowed to puss and nothing 
IS done at least for the time being. 1 hope, if this resolution is 
accepted, prcuiipt a('tion will l>e taken by Government to get the report 
from the committee and something tangible will be done to relieve the 
ilislresh of the people. 


3*45 p.m. 

Babu KHETTEII MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, in rising to 
speak on this resolution, I may l>e p<»rmitted to say that the present 
economic* crisis through which our countiy^ is passing is most acute and 
has reached the bottom. If it persists for a considerable time it may 
wreck civilisation. Every brunch of human activity, every 
department of life has be<»n in a manner paralys4»d hy this crisis 
uaparalleled in re<ent histor^^ Its baneful influence is felt everywhere. 
No doubt this economic depression is world-wide. Every country is 
more or less affec;ted by trade depression. In spite of the world-wide 
character of the depression, it is the bounden duty both of the 
Chkvemmeai and the people to put their heads together in order to 
devise measures to alleviate the present distress and counteract its evil 
effects, and to ensure a steady economic progress of our Presidency. It 
will be a sad mistake if the Government think that beeauiie ol the 
World-Wide nature of the crisis they have no immediate duty to move 
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in the matter. Though it may not be posuble to do away oov^leWy 
and effectively with economic depression, still some measures may he 
devised to alleviate the sufferings of the people and counteract the evil 
effects of the crisis. 

In Bengal, wliich is pre-eminently an agricultural country, people 
ascribe their miseries to the abnormal fall in prices of jute, rice and 
other agricultural products. Unless the trade of the world improves, 
we cannot expect that prices of our agricultural products will rise in 
the near future. The disastrous effects of the crisis are seen every- 
where. Incomes of the Government and the people are gradually 
dwindling in spite of leluctunee of the Income-Tax Department to admit 
what is an apparent state of things. The internal trade of the country 
is in a moribund condition. Debtors cannot pay their debts to the 
creditors; tenants are reluctant to pay rents to the landlords. Over 
and above this, some ‘'comrades” and other mischievous j^ersons, 
taking advantage of the distresscMl condition of simple and illiterate 
peasants and urtiKuns, are making propaganda in the Tippera and 
otlier neighbouring districts for non-payment of rents to the landlords 
and dues to the creditors and traders. They are preaching communistic 
ideas and the simple villagers are led to believe that “Swaraj” will be 
coming soon when they will nut be called upon to pay debts and rents 
and taxes. In many villages, “Swaraj” committees have been formed 
and nobody is allowed without the permission of these committees to 
pay debts or rents or to go to courts for redress of their grievances. 
If any jH'rsou transgn*sses tins rub‘, he is severely puiusIkhI. It has 
become a paying concern with tlie.se miscluevuus persons to make such 
propaganda, for they are handsomely paid for their preachings. Unless 
stnnig measures are taken to stop this propaganda, it will take a 
formidable shape which will frustrate anv measures that may Im* taken 
to rehabilitate the economic life of our Province. In devi.sing any 
measures for amelioration of the ♦aonomic condition of the pcM)pIe the 
question of debts which is weighing heavily on ( lasses of people must 
be tackled laddly. Debts weie eoiitraeted at a time when jute was 
selling at mi average price of Its, 7 to Hs. H and rice at a pric« of 
Ks. to hj. |J(»w the j)riees have ('oine down by halves. If the 

debtors in which 1 inehide xamindars. muhajans, traders and peasants 
and joint-sttH'k hanks and other elas.ses of people, are called upon to 
pay the contracted amount with interest at the stipulated rates, they 
will have to pay double the amounts in tenus of the commodity prices. 
This question, though a very formidable and complicated one, has to 
W solved in order to give pertiianeiil relief to the people without 
impairing the et'onoiuic structure of the (‘ountnf'. Therefore some such 
measures must he devised for adjustinefit of these debts. The mattor 
is urgent and pressing. 1 hope and trust that GoTemment would be 
pleased to accept this resolution and appoint a eommittee as proposed. 
With these woi^s I support the resolution. 
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^r< PRESIDENT: I had better say at this stage that resolutioas 
Hoi. 8 and 22 are identical with this resolution, and intending inosecs 
thereof may speak now if they so like. 


MmIvI SYED MAdlO BAKSH: I rise to support this important 
resolution. I would like to say at the heff inning that the Nawab Sahib 
was somewhat right in saying that Coinmittet^s are forine<] in order to 
shelve a question. In this particular ease we trust that it will l>o in 
the interests of (joverninent themselves not to shelve the question. It 
is a very important measure and it is to the interests of Gtivernment to 
find out sources of revenue which will give them u progressive income. 
But unfortunately our tinames are .^o arranged that we have no elastic 
sources of revenue. The land revenue is a fixed ittun: and the only 
change we cun expect in this head is a less, rather than a greater 
amount. It may be due to propaganda or due to the distress, but we 
<unnot expei't more. As regaids other sources also we find that thi*y 
are not at all elastic. The only item^ in which we can «*xjH'<’t an 
irureuse are Kxci.se and (’ourt-fees. I am sorr\ to sun that to ex|KH't an 
increa.sed revenue from Kxci.si* would mean a deterioration (d tlie morals 
of the p<H)ple, When that (ommittee is formed I would suggest 
that a definite relVrence lu‘ made to them to rei’oiiunend ways and 
means for an elastic source of rt'venue, so us to give (Jovernmeiit a 
progressivi* income. It is high time, in view of the increased rtwpon- 
sibilities we are undertaking and the iiicreascMl expenditure we are 
expected to m<s‘t, that our revenue must be made progressive and 
elastic in its nature. Otherwise we should have to apply to the 
(iovernment of India to give us stiiiie sources of revenue which are of 
an elastic nature. 1 do not know whether that (iovernment will give 
us any such thing but 1 think that it is only through a committee that 
we can arrive at such a det ision, and this tiiiding will strengthen the 
local Government in writing to the InqxMial (iovernment for ullocaiioo 
of such a .source of income. For example. iiK'onie-tax might b<? 
made over to us up to a certain jMTceiitage 

Tll§ Hon’Mt Mr. A. MARR: (in a point of order. 1 would like to 
know what the member means, for income-tax is a central aubject. 
Beaides, income-tax has lieen Litely increased. 


MiUlvi 9YB0 MMID RAKtHs I am glad to find the Hon’blo 
Member, in view of economic pressure, is against an increase in income* 
But 1 beg to say that this demand is a very moderate demand and 
ihe revenue of this Province will be greatly increased if it ia acce4ts4 
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It ia ft resolution upon which it is not necessftiy to mftke ft long 
speech. 1 support it and I hope the House also will support it. 

The Hofi’Me Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, as 
everybody in this House is aware, the present economic depression in 
this Province is a part of a world-wide depression, brought about by 
causes, many or most of which are general and affect every country 
including ours, and perhaps only a few of which are local. So far as 
the general causes are concerned, hon’ble members will realise that it 
IS not up to any single government on the face of this earth to deal 
with them, though every government can mitigate, at least in part, 
the effect of the local causes which are peculiar to its own State. And 
as such, I would like to assure the hon’hle mover that this ftovernment 
have also not been unmindful and have done to the best of tlieir power 
to mitigate the effects of the world- wide depression on this Province. 

I now. Sir, propose to state briefly what some of the departments 
under my charge have been able to do in this dir(*ction. 

Taking up the Agriculture Department first, Sir, as is well known, 
the slump in juW is one of the effects of a world-wide trade depression 
which has not only affected jute but has brought about a collapse in 
the prices of all other commodities. 

In view of the low price of jute in consequenc^e of there being very 
little demand for hessian, (Government carried on a propaganda last 
year with the effect that the area under the crop was rediiced by 46 
per cent. This has had some effect on the price of jute this year which 
rose for a time to about Us. 8 per mauiul. Government have also 
issued similar pamphlets this year advising the cultivators to 
restrict this year’s sowings also. 

In the meantime, the Department of Agriculture have been 
investigating into the possibility of an extended cultivation of other 
revenue crops. 

The market for exotic tobacco which pays the cultivator about 
double the return on ordinary tobacco is being organised. In conse- 
quence of the steps already taken in this direction, tobacco cultivaton 
in Rangpur benefited to the extent of half a lakh of rupees last season. 

The increased cultivation of sugarcane and the possibility of 
organising small units for the manufacture of sugar are also under 
investigation. It is hoped that it may be feasible to assist in tho 
establishment of such small units all over the cane-producing tract# 
of the Province, in which case, not only will the cultivator find an 
adequate increasing outlet for increased cnltivation of cane, as an ^ietr- 
native revenue crop to jute, but an extensive avenue of employment 
will be opened up to educated young men as managers of suck units. 
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Tldl will incidentally tend to replace imported Java sugar by Bengal 
sugar, with the consequent transfer of profits amounting to as much as 
Rs. 7} crores to Bengal cultivators and manufacturers. 

Turning now, Sir, to the Co-oi>erative Department experiments in 
the direction of the organieation on a cooperative basis of the 
marketing of agricultural produce have been carried on by the 
Co-operative Department with success particularly in the tlirections of 
paddy sale and milk sale. 

It might be argued in this connection that the activities of the 
co-operative movement should be extended in the direction of marketing 
of the agricultural produce particularly of jute and on a large scale. 
To this my reply, Sir, is that a serious attempt had already l>een made 
to arrange the sale of jute on <‘o-operative basis hut the enterprise was 
not successful and all the jute sale societies which nuffered heavy losses 
had t(» he closed down. In this coniiHiion I woub! state the views of 
the Royal rommissioii on Agriculture which ohser\ed that outside the 
credit movement, the main function of the (^Miperative Department 
should he to prepare the ground for the advice of exj)ertH of other 
departments, but the need for the applicaticui of co-operative principles 
in other dire<'tions is less thoroughly reulise4l, and that hefon* any 
widespread movement for co-operative purchase ond sale can 4'oine into 
being, intensive education in its advantages is nec-essary, but it is still 
doubtful whether the time is ripe for expansion of 4’o-o|M*rative activity 
in this direction on a larVe scale. The 4'redit so<ieties cloubtless f«)rm 
the great hulk of the total numherof S4»cieties. But this is only natural 
as co-oj>erative effort was first dire<’ted in this country t<>wards the 
provision of easy (Tedit facilities for the agriculturists. Not only it ie 
the simplest form of co-openitive societies to introdui'e amongst 
illiterate people at the outset, hut it is up<iii this, more than upon 

anything else, that the welfare of the present peasant community 

hinges. The Royal Commission on Agriculture recommended ordy in 

1928 that the main activitiw of the department shoubl continue to be 

directed to the expansion of the rural cre<lit system. 

The great need of the inoiiient is not so much an extension of the 
movement, into new and untried channels us a conwdidaiion of the 
ground already covered by the removal of existing defects and by 
persistent and patient training of the members in co-operative 
principles. Progress will mainly depend on the extent to which 
oo-operative principles are assimilated and applied by the members in 
the solution of the problems. There should, however, be no attempt 
to force the pace of the movement or its il«*velopment along new 
duutnela, as such a course would defeat its own object. As regards the 
r^ef given to the cultivators by the cooperative movement, I may say, 
Sir, that even in such a year as this, ini^ite of the fact that there have 
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fteen very little repaymente, the central banks adya^fced as pinch as 
|d>opt Bs. 42 lakhs to the members through the primary credit societies 
during the year endinlg 30th June, 1931. 

Sir, I will not take much longer time of this Council Rpei'ially as 
«ome of the Hon'ble Members of Government might like to speak on 
this resolution. But, before resuming my seat, I venture to express 
the hope that after hearing us, hon'ble members of the Council will be 
eatisfied that we have done all that we possibly could, according to the 
best of our information and in the light of the advice of our depart- 
mental expert officers, to deal with the situation. 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-15 p.m,]. 


Th# Hofl’bli Sir Ba Ba CHOSE S Sir, I do not wisli to speak at length 
on the resolution, but I shall say a few words with regard to the matter 
fo far as it relates to my department. My department is comerned 
with, Sir, distress due to famine and the low ])rices of agricultural 
commodities. The distress this year has been due. as all memWrs of 
this House are aware, principally on account of the fl(K)ds and secondly 
4)11 account of the low prices which all agricultural ]>r(»diicts fetched. 

As regards the floods, the appointment of a (‘oinmittce to com\)at tlie 
vagaries of nature would, 1 submit, be absolutely \iseless, because 
nobody can tell when a flood woubl be coming. It was only a temporary 
visitation, wliich Government got under control with the aid no doubt 
of private charitable organisations. 

With H'tgard to the low pri<‘es of commodities, this is due to world 
otonomic depression and I do not think that the npjwintment of a 
committee by this Government would be of any substantial help. 
Uoirble niemWrs may be aware that this economic «lepression is world- 
wide and not confined only to the province of Bengal. The Madras 
Ooveniinent last year appointed a committee and it was a very big 
committee, and the suggestions contained in their report are followed 
by us to such extent as is possible for us to do. that is advanc ing 
agricultural loans and in other ways relieving the distress of the 
cultivators. There were other recommendations by Ihe Madras 
Committee which if W’as impossible for us to follow for want of funds, 
^d I do not think that the Madras Government accepted them either. 
How it seems that the hon’ble movers of this resolution have a 
robust faith iu committees, hut from past experience of the reeomiueuda- 
iions of committees memlters will no doubt find that it is easy to make 
recommendations but very difficult to I'arry them out, because probably 
they make recaniineudatious rec]uiriiig large outlay of money which is 
impossible for any Government to find. Particularly at present, as n^y 
Ifriend the Hon'ble Finance Member will be able jto point out, we -a re 
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unilJbU to find even ver>' small sums of money. Now wlmt will be ibe 
p|i4>able expenditure of surb a committee as the resolution proposes P 
It is proposed that the committee should consist of official and non- 
official members of this House and experts. I do not know whether 
any official member of this House can think of any re!ue<ly. There 
may be non-official members of this Council who have some ideas alM)ut 
the remedy, but I doubt whether their advice will be such ns will 
remove the causes of distress. And experts. Sir, are difficult to 
t»btain. Under these circumstances I hope, that the members of thie 
House will consider whether it would be sei vin^j any useful purpose by 
a}>pointin#? a lommittee as su^^^ested. As I have alreiuly said, the 
distress due to the floods has to a jrreat extent been removetl. There 
may be distress cominjj ahea<l of iis due t<» failure of crops, but that 
also is a matter on wdiich no committee can help with its ie«'omnienda- 
tions. I do not want to take the time of the ('oimeil. as the larger 
tjuestions of finance involved in the resolution will he dealt with by 
the HoiCble Finance MemlM‘r. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR : From the pt)iiit of view of commerce 
and trade it w^ould take the rest of this afternoon to deal with u mutter 
like this, but I am afraid, Sir, that it would be (juite iin|M»ssible for 
xovi to allow me the time which ordinarily 1 slooild like to have hud 
to deal with this important resolution. I have, therelore, reduced iiiy 
remarks to a minimum. 

This resolution raises one of the most important <juestif»ns at prewnt 
before us — indeed a question e\en more intimate ami mt>re im)H»rtniii 
than the jwlitical and constitutional issues which are agitating India 
so much at the present moment. This resoluticm draws our immediate 
attention to a problem wliich concerns everyone both in their public 
and in their private capacity and one which is engaging the closest 
attention of every Government in the worbl. 

My colleagues in the Ilcvcnuc and Agricultural Departments have 
dealt with the ifisues in this resolution, as fur as they are concerned. 
It is now' left for me to deal with the more general aspects which link 
up this state of affairs in Bengal with siuiilur conditions throughout 
the whole world. 

The resolution refers to the present mmomic depression in Bengal, 
but it would be wrong to treat this us an isolated problem without 
considering its relationship to what is happening in the rest of the 
world. At the present moment in ever>' civilised country a state of 
economic depression almost unparalleled in history has come about; 
trade and oommerce have been almost at a standstill and the monay 
msiirei is ttiU at its wii^s end how to tackle the situation. In India, 
whiia both acoaomic and political causes have contributed to tM 
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general trouble, almcMit every provincial Government is working at a 
very eerious deficit and the House is well aware of the difBculties with 
which the Government of India have been faced in trying to balance 
their budf^et. 

But, badly off though Bengal and other provinces may be, I doubt 
if we are worse off than other countries, for no country in the world 
has escaped this depression. During the past year Australia was faced 
with a crisis of such magnitude that she was forced to take the extra- 
ordinary step of refusing to pay her full debt charges. Europe is as 
badly off; even France, which seemed to be weathering the storm 
better than most other countries, is now unable to find employment for 
all her people. The United States of America, once considered the 
most prosperous country in the world, are faced with a huge deficit 
in their budget and from newspaper reiwrts it would appear that about 
ten million persons are unemployed in that country this winter. The 
depression, like a world-wide epidemic, lias spared no one, hut one hopes 
that it has now run its course and that the world is (»n the way to 
recovery. 

iSo far as India is concerned everybody must have been heartened 
to read in last Tuesday’s pap4*r the report of His Excellency the 
Viceroy’s sjieei’h at the (ipening of the Asseinhly. I would commend to 
your noti(’e the passage beginning: — 

*T can say with confidence that our economic situation in India is 
sound and healthy and compares movst favourably with that of any 
other country in the world.** 

4-30 p.m, 

I do not want to read the whole passage. His Excellency ends by 
saying: “If any of you, {gentlemen, had leisure to tour the world 
to-day, I venture to assert that in no other country would you find such 
hopeful conditions or such grounds for enevDuragement.” 

The most marked feature in business in the last two years has been 
the fall in commodity prices. After prices reached their post-war 
maxima during the inflated period of 1919 and 1920, there was a 
gradual decline up to 1929. On the whole, that decline was not so 
steep as to lead to a general slump. But towards the end of 1929 
prices began to decline much more quickly and more precipitously. 
This severe decline set in after the Wall Street collapse and the 
ao^alled (Kisiric collapse in France. This decline accelerated until, 
towards the end of last year, wholesale prices practically all over the 
world were lower than those of 1914, before the Great War. I do not 
propose to follow the course of prices in any detail, but I may mention 
that the wholesale price index for all commodities in Calcutta fell from 
201 in 1920 (as oomparsd with a 100 in 1914) to 141 in 1929, 116 is 
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1990 Md 96 in 1931; that is to say. the figures for 1931 were below 
those for 1914, as compared with other countries. In Great Britain, 
for example, the index figure for all articles in November, 1930, was 
67-4 as against 100 in 1924. This figure fell during 1931 and reached 
its minimum in September, when it was 59>7. 

The general situation in India up to the end of Mareh last year was 
well summed up in the last Report of the C(»ntndler of Ourrenry and 
I would strongly urge you to look at that Report. It is impossible for 
me to quote it in full but I would draw attention to the pass%e 
beginning : — 

**The financial year 1930-dl brought no relief fn>m the economic 
diflSculties which faced the world when the year 1929-^10 came to a close 
and commerce and industry was tliroughout the period in the throes 
of an acute depression which w’as probably unparalleled in its intensity 
and the widespread nature of its reactions.” 

It goes on to deal witli these matterh in detail and finally ends: — 

“Whatever the cause, the effect on world trade has been catastrophic.” 

The Controller goe.s on to disc-uss the effect of this collapse on rates 
of discount in the three most important international money markets 
and the serious percussions on world finance causefl by the large numl>er 
of bank suspensions in the United States and the Oustric collapse in 
France. Finally, he sums up the condition.s in India in a passage 
beginning : — 

“Economic conditions in India were affected throughout the year by 
the doubts and uncertainties attending the efforts to settle the country’s 
political future. Although the findings of the Royal Commission 
appointed to report on the constitutional problem were not published 
until the third week of June, 19d0, the Indian National Congress 
inaugurated an elaborate civil disobedience campailgn early in the year, 
the effet^t of which was very pronounced not only on internal trade but 
also on outside markets where developments in India were being 
closely watched.” 

He finally sums up n.s follows: — 

“The world wheat market suffered from a plethora of supplies due 
mainly to large stocks in the United States of America and Canada and 
heavy sales by Russia.” 

All this deals with the period up to the end of last March « but, as 
I have already indicated, prices fell much further after that date. In 
September last year the Calcutta wholesale index number actually fell 
to 91 aa agabst a pre>War figure of 100. Since September^ I am glad 
to mj, there has been some recovery and a one>poiat rise in the 
•uooaedliur two months. 



ii 


RESOLUTIONS, 


[IST PeB., 


1 would remind the members of thie House thst the best brains of 
statesmen all over the world have been turned on to the cataclysm of 
trade in the last two years. In Great Britain the most authoritative 
work was done by the Macmillan (Jommittee., Their report became 
available in the latter half of 19'3l and 1 am afraid that even though 
the diagnosis of these experts may l>e correct, they have not shown any 
clear way to solve the difficulties. President Hoover attempted to 
stem the tide by announcing a moratorium for War debt payments. 
This had only a very temporary effect owing no doubt to the fact that 
the world felt in its hones that a moratorium was not the true solution 
of the reparations difficulty. Mr. Hoover’s statesmanlike action did 
not avert the ffnancial crisis in Germany and this crisis with its 
attendent evils led to further crises which in the case of Great Britain 
culminated in the recent abandonment of the Gold Standard. Other 
countries have also had to move off gold, hut I have neither the time 
nor the knowledge to pursue this very complicated question. I need 
hardly say that we in Bengal must depend on the restoration of world 
conditions for a return of our prosperity, and I may add in this 
connection that we depend very greatly on the world demand for our 
jute manufactures. If that world demand gets brighter, Bengal will, 
im my opinion, pick up more quickly than any other cniintiy^ in the 
world. 

T think every one in this House iwognises that Bengal by herself 
cannot raise or lower w’orld prices. The mover and other speakers on 
this resolution have confined their remarks mainly to questions of 
cooperation and agricultural loans, I need not take up the time of 
the Council as these matters have been dealt with very fully by ray 
colleagues. 

The main request in the reisolution is tliat a committee consisting of 
official and non-official members of this Council and experts he appointed 
to make a systeiiiatie examinotion of the present et'oiioniic depression in 
Bengal and to make suggestions. In the first place, I may remind the 
House that the committee would W a committee of the provincial 
legislature ami as such it (*ou!d not deal with bigger questions like 
hanking and credit, wlpch are the concern of the Central Government. 
In the aeoond place, lei mo say that we luwe nv>t the materials at our 
disposal nor the knowledge to put Wlore such a committee, unless the 
committee wei-e to ronffne itself to purely local questions. The major 
questions which relate to this e<‘<»nomic depression have been diia^ussed 
almost ad navseam by experts in all countries. I would instance, in 
particular, the Macmillan Committee of Enquiry in Great Britain. 
Tliat Committee was presidetl over by Ix)rd Macmillan and was composeo 
of leading experts. It was appointed in November. 1929, to inquire 
into hanking, finance, and credit and the general problems of induatry 
and commerce. That Committee sat for 20 months, and then produced 
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»port only durii^gr the last rains, of which report I am afraid, very 
few except experts can make either head or Uil, I would ask this 
House before it commits itself to any such committee, to study that 
report and see what it contains. As I have said, that Oimmittee was 
composed of all the best experts that could l)e f2:athere<l and it sat for 
20 months. As I have already sjiid, if a committee were ap|Kunted by 
this Council it would have to conhue its attention only to provincial 
matters. It has been said that the Madras (Government liave appointed 
such a committee. My friend, the Hon’hle Sir Bepin liehari (Ghas#» 
has referred to it. There a^ain, I would ask the members of this Housa 
to read and consider the report of that committee and see whether 
they can find anythinj^ of real value in it. What I wish to sujf^test is 
this. The members who have spoken on this resolution have niudo 
various suggestions and I would suggest that this House slnjtdd leavo 
the departments concerned to examine these suggestions. If, at a later 
stage, Oovemraent feel it necessary to have a c(Mumittee tc» examinir 
these suggestions and the departmental findings thereon, then possibly 
some sort of committee might be convened. But to appoint a committee 
immediately would, in iny opinion, sen'e no useful puri>ose but would 
involve the members of this House and officials of Oovernment in 
waste of l)oth time and expenditure. I would particularly emphasise 
the last word “expenditure.” You will hear from me in a few weeks' 
time a statement on the provincial finance of the (Government of 
Bengal, but I can say definitely now that we cannot afford a single pi^ 
towards the expenses of any such committee. 

In this connection I would like to draw the attention of the House 
to the remarks made by Sir (George Schuster so recently as Wednesday 
last before the Ijegislative Assembly. The Assembly rejected, without 
a division, a resolution for a Committee of Enquiry into the working 
of the Imperial Bank; and in that connection Sir (George Schuster, ii» 
his reply, made the following remarks: — 

“He also referred to the Hiiancial stringency and said that, however 
much they might try tn keep down the expenditure, <‘oniinitteeH of 
inquiries did cost money. His own bitter experienc'e bad l>epn tbat» 
many u time, the rejK)rt.s of these committees did not re<'eive the- 
i*onsideration which even the expenditure on them justified. “ 

Now, I would urge upon the members of tbis House that the appoint' 
ment of this committee at this juncture with our present knowledge 
would be waste of time and money*, if inspite of all that I and my 
f^olleagues have said, this House still feels that it wants such a com- 
mittee, I am instructed to iiay that Government will leave the matter 
to the hie vote of the House. If a division is presseil for, Govemmeiil 
officiala will not vote and if as a (•esult of the division the resolution li* 
cai^i^. GovemmeAi wiH take Hre matter under consideration* 
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4-45 p.m. 

NawBli MUtHARRUF HOtAIN, Klum tahidur: 1 Lave listened 
with a good deal of patience to the speeches of my friends in the 
Treasury Benches. The Minister for Agriculture has said that all that 
is possible has been done, and so you need not murmur. There cannot 
be any economic distress in Bengal now after all the steps that the 
Minister for Agri<;ulture has taken to remove the same. My friend, Sir 
Bepin Behari spoke in a very low voice, and I could not from this 
distance, hear all he said. Perhaps he spoke on the agricultural loans 
that have been given to the poor cultivators for removal of distress that 
prevails in some affected areas. That is my supposition. 

Then I come to my friend Mr. Marr, the Finance Member, who 
wants to lull us to sleep by saying that it is humanly impossible for 
anybody to do anything at this juncture to save the country from 
economic distress. He says look at what is happening in America, 
Germany, France and other countries; they can do nothing, and they 
have done nothing. When all that is possible to be done by Govern- 
ment has been done, you people of Bengal should keep quiet. This is 
the substance of all the speeches from the Treasury Benches. I would 
like to point out to my friend Mr. Marr that he is probably not right 
when he says that America has done nothing to alleviate the sufferings 
caused by the suspension of so many banks in that country. Perhaps 
ho is not aware of the fact that the President of the United States has 
started a central bank, rather a credit bank there, to revive all those 
banks who have suspended their payments by giving some loans on the 
advance of the securities that those banks possess; those securities are 
not worth very much now, but they are able to get a little money on 
them. So, if my friend says that nothing has been done there to 
alleviate distress which prevails there as in Bengal, he is not correct. 
On the other hand, we should be grateful, the whole world should be 
grateful to America for the bold step she has taken to revive the banks 
that collapsed as a result of the economic distress. If our Government 
would agree to take steps like this, crores of money available in the 
country w'ill come forward to save the people from this economic 
distress. Money there is in India — I know as a matter of fact lots of 
Indian money have gone out of India to laise a little more there. If 
the Government of India, or if the Government of Bengal would suggest 
to the Government of India to establish credit banks, to bring the 
people of India to a better position economically, I believe money will 
not be wanting. Our Native Princes, some of them have crores of 
money lying idle; in Bombay there are tons of money lying idle; with 
all this mcmey to establish security, if credit banks were started on the 
lines of America, I believe all this distress will at once be alleTiaied. 
I ought to make my point clear. The distress that is preTailiiig in 
Bengal at preset is due to want of mcmey, and not to want of security. 
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TW want of money is due to various causes; so when the security is 
t^, money can be raised, because Bengal is the onlv place where 
there w real security and the real title over the laud is with the people. 
And those people who hold large interests in land are practicallv 
without any money ; so when the .security is there, money can be raised- 
that 18 all that I can say. That is the case with America. Then mv 
friend refers to the Macmillan report and says that nothin^f has come 
out of this report. I may tell him that ahhouph the Macmillan report 
has not been accepted by the Government of England in toU), it has 
dealt with all the difficult problems of finance, ami the information 
contained in the report we know, has l>een well mastertnl hy the 
Members of Parliament and is being- acted upon now. Is it not a fact 
that the present Government of Kngrlaiul is not sittinir idle like our 
Government here, but is tryinj? to take all possilile steps to alleviate 
the sufferings of the people there ^ So is my friend ri^ht when he 
says that the (Government of England is doiiiK nothin^r.'^ You may 
have read in the papers that even tomatoes have not esiaped their 
notice. The tomato has been taxed 2 <f. in the lb.; why. berause the 
agricultural people of England who grow tin* tomato as well, are now 
able to grow the tomatoes on account of this tax, with profit. That is 
not the only thing; they are daily adding to their list a mimlH*r of 
things on which they think they shtmid put a tax to protect their 
country. So if my friend u.sks us to l>t‘li<‘ve that f»lher ci>untri(*s are 
doing nothing, I think lie would not he right. On the contrary, as 
far as our information ami kuowh‘dge goes, other countries are very 
seriously tackling the problem, and W(‘ may see in a month or two that 
tlie budget of England will be practicallN balanced, and that all their 
industries, everything, will be protected and the country will be 
gradually delivered from (li.stress. Now, is it not the duty of the 
(iovemment of Bengal to see that something is done to relieve the 
people from the present economic distress, and is it right and propt»r for 
them to say that nothing can be done, and that these cominittei^s can do 
nothing and nothing can be got out of tbemP Of course, there is one 
thing in Mr. Marr’s speech which I urn prepared to accept, because I 
know him to be a thoroughly honest man (laughter). He says that 
all the suggestions put forward by the various speakers will l»e C4irefully 
considered by Government, and if Government find, after consideration, 
that a committee should be appointed to consider those suggestions, 
they would be prepared to agree to the appointment of the committee. 
But what I say is this. Can you sit idle, w'hile the whole country is in 
coonomio distress, even for a moment f What is our position to-day; 
what is the position of my friends to my right, the multi-millionairei, 
and of mx friends to the left, the merchant princes F Is it not a matter 
for serious iaquiiyP Should not the OovemmeBt of Bengal coma to 
the rsiotte of 4h» peofde aad give them some sort of relief and not fit 
^oiet and my they eaa do nothing moraP Is it right and properP 1 
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appeal to you, Sir, that is not the COTrect attitude for the GoTemment 
to take, especially in view of what Hie Excellency the Governor said 
this afternoon. 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.] 


6 p.m. 

The motion of Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, was then 
put, and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE«. 


All, Maulwi Hatun. 
aateth, Maulvi ty«d Majitf. 

•anarjl, Mr. S, 

■aau, Saby Jatindra Nats. 

•aaa, Mr. t. M. 

Ohaudliur}, labu Klahari Mahaa 
cnautfliuri, Khan Sahadur Mauivi 
Alimumman. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan sahadur Maulvl Haftiur 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Rural Abaar. 
Ohawdhury, Ha|i Radi Ahmad. 

Hat, Rai Sahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dutt, Rai Sahadur Or. HarMhan. 

Stttufji, Maulvl Nur Rahman Khan. 

Supta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Naliim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haahamy, Mauivi Syad Jalaluddin. 

Naaua, Kail Imdadul. 

Naaain, Nawab Muiharruf, Khan Sahadur. 
Natsain, Maulvl Muhammad. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvl Muaisam All. 


Khan. Mauivi Tamiiuddln. 

Main, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Sabu Sarat Chandra. 

Maakarjat, Mr. tyamapraaad. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Sabu Suk Lai. 

Nag, Ravarand S. A. 

Paddar, Sath Hunuman Pratad. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Sabu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Sabu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shakharaawar. 

Raut, Sabu Haaani. 

Ray, Sabu Satyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

SaiaMHi>dln, Mr. Khwaja. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdua. 

San, Rai Sahib Akahay Kumar. 

Singh, Srijut Taj Sahadur. 


NOES. 


Aiiatin, Mr. J. M. 

Sal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
SIrhmyra, Mr. N. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

C aban , Mr. D. J. 

C aapa r , Mr. 0. S. 

Oain, Mr. S. R. 

Panraatar, Mr. d. C a m pba l L 
smia, Sabu Prafulla Kumar. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahawn. 
Maaan, Mr. 0. A. 


MaOluahia, Mr. i. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. 0. 

Mamin, Khan Sahadur Mu ha m mad Ab du l . 
Nartan, Mr. N. R. 

Ormand, Mr. K. 0. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4 . t. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaswar Singh. 

Sahana, Sabu Satya Kinhar. 

Su m nar, Mr. 0. R. 

Travara, Shr La naMa t 
Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Koes 22 the following resolution was 
carried : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that a oommittae 
consisting of official and non-official members of the Council and exports 
be appointeil to make a systematic examination of the present eooMomic 
depression in Bengal and to make suggestions as to what temporary and 
permanent measures may be taken to alleviate the jnesent distress and 
ensure a steady economic progress of the people of ike Presidsiicy*” 
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The decision on the fore*jroinjr resointion covered the followiiig 
resohitions : — 

Ufa ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR* ^^This Council recommends to 
the Government the early establishment of a board consisting of official 
and non-official members of this Council, to which non-official experts 
are also to be added, to make a thorough inquiry regarding the 
situation created by the present trade and ec^onoinic depression in the 
country and to recommend all possible means to relieve the prevailing 
distress of the people of Bengal/’ 

MiUlvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI* “This Council re<'ommends to the 
Government that a committee consisting of official and non-official 
members of the Council and exj)erts be ap{M)inted to make a systematic 
examination of the present economic depression in Bengal and to make 
suggestions as to what temporary and permanent measures may l>e 
taken to alleviate the present distress and ensure n steady economic 
progress of the j)eople of the Presidency.” 


Dmiopmant of Librariot. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that this 
Council rw'ommends to the Government that a cf»mmittec* (d iiKpiiry bo 
formed with the following members with powers to co-opt library exjierts 
when required to inquire into the library provision in the Province, to 
draw’ up a comprehensive scheme on future development and suhimt 
its report w’ithin three months: — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister of Education; 

(2) the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal; 

(3) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

(4) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, m.a., d.l. ; 

(5) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Bar.-at-Law ; 

(6) Maulvi Abdul Karim; 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul Haque; 

(8) Rev. B. A. Nag; 

(9) Sir Lancelot Travers, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e., and 

(10) myself. 

Mr. Praident, Sir, I should like to stale the object I have in mind 
for moving this resolution. The purp<^ of the Committee of Inquiry 
is to asoertain the conditions under which the existing libraries were 
working and to discover the type of organisation which would moot 
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<X»)iiplet«]y and adequately coyer the held. The Committee will have 
to examine the question of adult education in all its aspects and if it 
succeeded in drawing up a comprehensive scheme, I believe our pc^ular 
Minister of Education will take it up in right earnest and will undertake 
legislation on his own initiative. Sound library service cannot develop 
without a logic al and adequate law. Individual libraries may exist and 
flourish without authorisation of law but without an enabling Act, an 
assured trained administration and inter-library co-operation cannot be 
developed. Library laws have been enacted in almost all civilised 
countries of the world including the colonies and dominions under the 
British crown. Let me first take up the case of Great Britain. In 
October, 1924, liord Eustace Percy, President of the Board of Education, 
confirmed the appointment of a Committee formed by his predecessor, 
Mr. C. P. Trevelyan, the object of which was to inquire into the 
adequacy of the library provision already made under the public 
libraries’ Acts, and the means of extending and completing such 
provision throughout England and Wales, regard being had to the 
relation of the libraries conducted under those Acts and to other public 
libraries and to the general system of national education. The Com- 
mittee met 39 times. A questionnaire was issued to all public library 
authorities, both urban and country, in reply to which an immense 
amount of information was received and tabulated. The Committee 
further took evidence from ^2 witnesses representing library and 
municipal associations, educational bmlies, librarians and individuals. 
They presented an almost unanimous report and in <lue course the 
recommendations are to be embodied in the law. Ender the existing 
Act, library provision may be made by the councils of tlie counties, the 
city of London, Metropolitan boroughs, county boroughs who are the 
major authorities, each occupying independent territory; but the 
councils of places not of “<*ounty” status, i.e., boroughs, urban districts 
and rural parishes may remain library authorities. 

In Bouth Africa by an Ordinance passed in 1836, the libraries were 
given the right to receive a free copy of every publication issued in 
Cape Colony. Provincial legi.slative authorities make grants to the 
libraries within their jurisdiction. In 1874, an Act was passed by the 
legislature of Natal for regulating literary and other societies not 
legally incorporatiHl. 

In Canada, under a general libraries Act of 1854, county councils 
were authorisetl to establish four classes of libraries: tl) libraries 
attached to each school for the use of children and ratepayers; (2) a 
general public library available to all ratepayers in the mumoipaliiy ; 
(3) professional libraries of books on teaching, etc., for teachers only; 
and (4) a library in any public institution under the control of a 
iituaicipality. 
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^ Australian oolmiies have all passed separate laws somewhat 
suailar to ^oee m force in other parts of the Empire. New South 
Wales, Queensland, Tasmania, New Zealand have Rot their own library 
laws embodying the libraries as part of the national system of 
education. I have just mentioned the progress of the library movement 
in the countries which form part of the British Empire only in the hope 
that a beginning should be made on similar lines. 


It is needless for me to dilate on the marvellous {)rogress of libraries 
in other parts of the world, specially in countries tested bv the fiery 
furnace of the great War. I should like to mention u few of them 
just to show how these war-worn eountries are striving to raise the 
general level of intellectual life. Czechoslovakia, for example, has 
under an Act, passed in 1919, established a whole net-work of libraries. 
The number of libraries has risen from 8,4m) in 1920 to 1G,200 in 1920. 
The State grant for libraries amounts to fifteen lakhs of rupet*s jwr 
annum. In Poland there are 8,000 libraries and when the new library 
Bill nowr on the legislative anvil will be passed into law, about 15,000 
libraries will come into existence. In Finland, under the library Act 
of 1928, all libraries have bcH*n placed under the direction of a State 
library board w'itb a Director of libraries under it. The 587 rural 
(‘ommunes are now* served by l,m)0 libraries. The Slate grants 60 per 
cent, of the expenditure. Norway has sixty municipal and over one 
thousand rural libraries under the Ministry of Education whicli 
disburses the State grants and sees to the maintenanw of proper 
standards in libraries. Sweden has got 8,500 libraries w’hich receives 
annually Its. 15, (K), 000 from local bodies and Bh. 8,75,000 from the 
State. Denmark has got tlie most carefully co-ordinated system of 
libraries possible. The system of inter-library loan makes all the b<M)k 
resources of the nation available for a reader, no matter w’bere he may 
live, and reduces the duplication of books to a minimum consistent with 
actual demand. The wonderful co-ordination is one of the results of 
the library Act of 1920, which in a sense, nationalised the libraries of 
the country and placed their development and super\ isioii in the hands 
of a State library Direc^tor assisted by a strong library Inspectorate. 
In Germany, the Yolksbuchereien have spread rapidly and under the 
direotioa of Walter Hofmann of Leipzig have been a strictly educative 
force, ainoe every assistance is given to the reader to enable Him to 
receive the material most appropriate for his development. The Fascist 
Oovemment of Italy has appointed a llirector General of libraries to 
re-organise the library system of the couDir>^ Soviet Russia has 
retalvad to liquidate illiteracy within 5 years and has established 46,759 
libraries fuad is sending ont 50,tl00 travelling libraries to the countryside. 
In Bulgaria, the Minister of Education had a law enacted in 
wkieb bas resulted in rapidly increasing the number of CbitaUilas, 
wbaob are a sort of Hbraries combining tbe activities of a 
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movies, social hall and libraries. In Tugoslaria, the Ministry of 
Bdttoation has established a special department oi libraries. This 
department has already organised more than a thousand village libraries 
and nearly 700 courses for illiterates in which hundreds of men and 
women are learning to read and write. In spite of the revolution, and 
dismemberment, the Minister of Education of Hungary inaugurated in 
1923 an elaborate inquiry into the needs and means of effective popular 
education. As a result of the inquiry, an Adult Education Bill has 
been drafted. The third chapter of the Bill deals with the library 
movement and makes it obligatory for villages and towns to found 
libraries. 

Adult education in the United States of America represents new 
tendencies and developments in educational theory and practice. It 
emphasises need and desire, not age, as fundamental in education and 
seeks to impress in public consciousness the basic idea of continuous 
mind expansion and adjustment as necessary for personal growth and 
social progress. In Mexico, the Revolution of 1910, created aspirations 
for popular culture. A department of libraries under the Ministry of 
Public Education has been established in September, 1920, which has 
proved so successful that Mexico has now 1,500 public libraries, 1,000 
school libraries, 800 industrial libraries and 5(K) rural libraries. The 
Department runs a bibliographical magazine entitle<l El libre y el pueble. 

In Japan, an Imperial Rescript was proclaimed in 1872 to the effect 
that *'It is designed henceforth that Education shall be so diffused that 
there may not be a village with an ignorant family, nor a family with 
an ignorant member.’^ The first library law of Japan was passed in 
1899. In 1926-27, there were 4,337 libraries in Japan. The library 
law is now l>eing revised for the further expansion of libraries. In 
Palestine, China and in some other countries of the East the libraries 
continue to develop. ‘Even in the Hawaiian Islands, library facilities 
are afforded to the smallest island having only 15 inhabitants. Now 
let us come back to India, liaroda leads the way in the development 
of libraries in the State. In the Punjab, the (lovernment has thrown 
open all school libraries to the public at large and training in librarian- 
ship is given in the University library. Punjab contained 1,769 
libraries in 1928. In four districts of the United Provinces circulating 
libraries have liwm experimentally created at the expense of the 
Ooverniuent and the issue of books in boxes meet and stimulate a 
demand. Grants-in-aid are also liberaUy given to the public libraries 
in the Province. The Madras Government initiated the b^H grant 
system. Training in librarianship is given at the University library. 
It would have been , a pleasant task for me if I had a good record to 
show for Bengal. I am sorry for my disappointment. It is 
unfortunate that the Government of Bengal happens to be the moat 
backward province in India at least in library matters. Apart from 
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Caleatta, there is only one library in the province which is the 
recipient of state aid to the extent of Ba. 25 a month. Comment on this 
is needless. The time has come for atonement for past omissions, and 
I hope, the proposed committee should see the dawn of a new era in 
the library development in this Province. 

Now that the Primary Education Act so ably sponsored by our 
Education Minister, will come into force shortly, the time has come 
for us to think whether any provision was necessary to kwp up the 
education to be given in these schools at a proper level or to supplement 
it by further study. If no such provision is made, we shall have to 
consider whether there was any risk of lapse to illiteracy. If that 
happened even partially, may I ask whether the money spimt over their 
education would not be a shtw waste of public funds Was it not 
our bounden duty to guard not only against the lapse to illiteracy but 
to provide facilities within easy reacii of one and all to further their 
knowledge at little or no costP It has been universally acknowledginl 
that library is the only instrument which can be profitably utilised for 
the realisation of the high ideals of education. A library, if properly 
equipped and managed, will servo the purpose of an ideal University 
by itself. As to the risk of lapse to illiteracy, I should like to mention 
what happened in Rumania. Rumania, which had compulsory 
Elementary Education Law from 186ti, recently realised the futility and 
the wastage involved in having a scheme of compulsory education 
without making any provision side by side to supply the hooks that 
are necessary to keep up and give exercise to the literacy that is 
purchased at a heavy cost. As her finances were very poor, she 
induced her Astras and Aiheneums to spread the library movement and 
threw open eight thousand and odd school libraries to the public at 
large. 1 hope the lesson of Rumania should not be lost sight of wlion 
the question of compulsory primary education w'ill be taken into 
consideration. 

We should remember that the people of any community are iU 
greatest economic asset. Ever>'thiiig that conserves this human asset 
and helps to make it more productive and valuable, is of direct economic 
value to the community. Library is one of the most important publio 
institutions for improving the economic value of this human asset. 
This economic value of the people is a very real one, even though we 
may not think of the vastness of this human wealth in terms of rupees, 
annas and pies. As the betterment and expansion of this new 
instrument of adult education are essential for the raising of the 
economic value of this human assets, and also to create an educated 
electorate that I have brought this resolution for the formation of a 
Committee of Inquiry to examine the library provision in this Province 
and to draw up a comprehensive scheme on future development which 
I commend for the acceptance of the House. 
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Hie Hon’Mf Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIM: It is weU known to 

ike members of this House what great interest my friend Munindra Deb 
Rai Mahasai takes in the spread, improvement and extension of 
libraries in Bengal. The speech which he has delivered just now will 
prove that he has taken great pains to collect relevant materials on 
the subject and there is no doubt that he is very keen and anxious that 
something should be done to bring about real improvement. But 
while acknowledging the importance of libraries, I should at the same 
time say that Government find themselves in a difficult position. 
Firstly, the policy of this Goveniment, towards libraries, was explained 
in answer to a cjuestion of the mover of this resolution in which it was 
stated that so far as libraries were concerned, the Provincial Govern- 
ment were not directly and primarily responsible but that they relied 
on the generous public for financial support and extension. 

And secondly, apart from, the question of policy, there is no doubt 
that at the present time, owing to financial stringency, it will not serve 
any useful purjmse to appoint a committee as proposed by the mover. 
To begin with, the money to be spent on this committee will be 
difficult to find. As has been stated by my colleague the Hon’ble 
Finance Memt)er, on the resolution just disposed of, Government would 
not be justified in spending any money on anything that they can 
avoid. Se<ondly, supimsing for argument’s sake that we do have a 
committee and we accept their recommendations, I am afraid their 
recommendations cannot be given effect to in the near future. In two 
or three years’ time the problems that face the committee now will 
change. 

The mover of the resolution has called attention to the fact that 
the Primary Education Act has been pa.ssed and Government should 
now make some provision for librarit^, so that the boys who are taught 
in these primary schools may not relapse into illiteracy. It is quite 
true, but so Itr the Act has not been brought into operation and we 
have got to wait and see how we should tackle this question of lapsing 
into illiteracy of those who pass out from these primary schools. 
Therefore I submit that if a committee is appointed at the present time 
their conclusions may bo different from the conclusions that may be 
arrived at by another committee, appointed three or four years hence. 
Therefore I would ask the mover to consider w'hether it wdll be to the 
interest of the Province at the present moment to appoint a oommitiee 
when everyon#! both inside this Council and outside, agree that we 
cannot ffnd the money neoessaiy to give effect to the lecommendatkma 
ol that committee. I would accordingly request the mover to wiihd»w 
the resolutiwi, because the committee will not be able to do any vuty 
effective work. 
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MUliiNDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: After hearing this explanatioi^ 
of the financial position of Government, I would like to withdraw my 
resolution. 


The question that leave be given to Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai to^ 
withdraw his resolution was put but as Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy objected to leave being given, it was put to the vote and lost. 


AdJourniiMiit 

The Council was then adjouriied till 2-30 p.m., on Tuesday, the 2nd 
February, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Prootidifigi of tlio Bongal Ligislotivo Comioil aitiwblad untfer tlio 
provitioiis of tho Covtmiiiaiit of Indio Aot 


Ths Ck)UNCiL met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houee^ 
Calcutta, on Tueeday, the 2nd February, 1932, at 2-30 p,m. 


Mr. President (the Hon^ble Raja Sir Maxmatha Nath Rat 
Ohacdhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers, and 104 nominated 
and elected members. 


SUrrod Quoations 
(to whioh oral onswort wore given). 

Inoroiio of orimot in East Bengal and gun lioensee to merchants and 

traders. 

MO. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tho Police Depiirtment aware that there is a gieat 
itxuudescenco of robberiw, dneoities and other sorts of outrages on lives 
and properties of merchants in important commercial and trade centres 
of Eastern Bengal? 

(h) Will the ITon’ble Member be pleased to state what precaution- 
ary step or steiw have been taken by the Government to protect the 
lives and properties of the merchants in such places ? 

(c) If no steps have lieen taken, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the Goveniment are considering the desirability of 
taking pn*cautionary measures iu the near future? 

(d) Are the Government also considering the desirability of issuing 
gun licenses more lihenilly to the merchants and traders in the affected 
areas? 

MEMBtR in Mwrgv «f POLICE DEPARTMENT (tiM HoiPMn Mr. 
W« D. R. PfilltiM)t (a) The number of dacoities decreased from 1,449 
in the first half of 1931 to 675 in the second half, but violoit crime is 
still prevalent 
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(h) (c) Oov©rnm«»t are endeavouring to suppress the lawless- 
ness which is one of the causes of the inrreese in violent crime and 
has hampered the work of the police. 

(i) No. Gun licensee are issued by the District Magistrates who 
have a wide discretion in the matter of issuing licensee. 

1^ SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if dacoities and similar kind of 
offences in the mufassal are on the increase since the cancellation of 
gun licenses? 

Tlw Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not SO fur n.s I iiiii aware, 

Rii SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bthidiira Will the llou'ble 
Member he pleased to indicate the pitxednre that is followed by District 
Ma^^istrates in re^^ard to the issue of jruu licensesy 

The Hofl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That laid down in the 
Manual. 


Dum Dum CantofifiMnt railway alation pIMform. 

Ml. Babu PRAFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (a) D tho Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the I*ublic Works (Itailways) Ih'pnrtinent aware^ — 

(i) that Dura Dura C'antonineiit railway' station platforra.s are very 
low and have l>e<‘ome a source of danger to the travelling 
public, specially ladies; and 

(it) of the gTt)wiiig iraportarice of the station? 

I 6) If the answer to (a) i.s in the affirmative, are the fiovemincrat 
considering the desirability of urging on the railway auth(>ritif»s to take 
up the work of niising the platfoniis without further delay? 

MEMBER in ebargt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (tlio Honlilo Mr. A. Marr): Ui) </i (fovernineiit are aware that 
the platforms are low and are iiieonvenient to passengers. 

(if) Tee. 

(6) This question was referrcHl by Government to the Itailway 
authoritiee hml year, and the reply was receired that the work would 
be taken up when financial conditions improve. As financial conditiona 
have not yet improved, it is useless for Government fo address the 
Bail way authorities again. 
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Umtirrid Qiawliofis 

(•fitwtn to which won lohl on the toMo). 

Muhammadans in the inddio sonrioas. 

0. Khan Bahadur Mnulvi ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the Hon’hle Member in charg'e of the Appointment Department 
be pleaded to state — 

(t) whether the Government declarwl in the year 1906 that at 
least 33 J per cent, of all appointments in the public services 
of the Province should be given to Muslims; 

(ii) whether in the year 1914 during the r/f/ime of Lord Car- 
michael the same iwlicj’ was reaffirmed ; and 
(t*f) whether in the year 1925 a commtniiqye dated the 2l8t Dec- 
ember was issued declaring that 45 per cent, of direct 

up|K)intmentH in the Bengal Civil Service, Wth senior and 

junior, in the Executive bnnich and the Bengal Excise 
Service should be resenwl for Muslim e^indidates? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member 1 h» ple<ised to state what <*ffect has lieen given to those cir- 
culars during the last 25 years, and with what result? 

MEMBER In charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 

MoiPhle Mrt W. D. R. Prentice): {a) (t) No. but a resolution of the 
Government of East Bengal and Assam in February, 1JM)7, declared that 
“The proportion of Muhammadans at present employed it> altogether 
inade<}uute, and serious efforts must l»e made to increase the proportion 
fw) as to bear a more reasonable relation to the importance of the 

Muhammadans in the community, and to their ability and 

qualifications.” 

(tt) Th© jRilicv of the increa8e<l employment of Muhammadans was 
reaffirmed but the figure of one-third was applieil to certain appoint- 
ments and localities only. 

(ill) YevS, subject to sufficient qualified candidates being available. 

(5) The policy is being steadily followed and is gradually taking 
effect. 

Khwi Bahatfur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Member kindly state why the proportion with regard to some appoint- 
ments for Muhammadans is one-third and that with regard to the Bengal 
Civil Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service 45 per cent? 

The Nan'hll Mae W* R« PRBNTICil Aoeardiag te the orders 

laid down by the Qovemment of the day. 
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HhiM Biliirillf MUHAilliAB ABDUL MOMINt Is it under oontein- 
plfttioii to alter this proportion so aa to make it uniform P 

Tilt HanTMi Mr^ W. D« R. PRENTICE* I have Wen waiting for 
notes from some of my colleagues. 

misn BaKiCitir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINs As rt^ards answer 
to question 9 (a) (iii) is it a fact that there is at present no ilearth of 
qualiied candidates amongst the Moslem comniunitv P 

(No answer.) 


Pro|M>rtioii ef MulMMimadifis in the Bengil CMI ami Excise tenrieaa. 

10. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: Will 
the Hon’ hie Menilier in charge of the Appointment Deimrtment be 
pleased to state what w^a.s the proportion of Mii.slims in the Bengal Civil 
Service, l>oth senior and junior, in the Exeiutive branch and the 
Bengal Excise Service immediately Wore the is-sue of the (lovem- 
ment coinmvniqHC No. 16GG9A., dated the 21»t Decemlier, 1926, and 
at the end of December, 1931, or at such other latest date for which 
figures ai*e uvailubloP 

The HOflUlla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The infonnation is given 
in the statement lielow. 

Statement referred to in the onstrer to un$tarred question No. 10 
showing the proportion of Muhammoflans tn the licngal Civil 
Service^ Bengal Junior Civil Service and Bengal E.rrtse Service 
on ^ht October y 192d, and 1st October ^ 1931. 


Sorvioe. 

Total number of 
appoint men ti on — 

Number of Muliam- 
madane on — 

percentage of 
31ubammadanJi on^ — 

let Octo- 
ber, 1925. 

let Octo- 
ber. 1931. 

let Octo- 
ber. 1926. 

UtOcto- 
ber. 1931. 

let Octo- 
ber, 1926. 

let Octo- 
ber, 1931. 

Bengal Civil Ser- 
vice (Execu- 
tive). 

316 

318 

79 

91 

26 

28*6 

Bengal Junior 
, Civil Serviee. 

44S 

476 

134 

141 

299 

49.6 

Bengal Ezdee 
Spvioe. 

U 

19 

7 

S 

29*1 

42*1 


stattinnii do« not include iix pco moUon e (tlm and 

three non»IIalPtninednne) ebotil to be made from the Bengel Junior OMI aenriee to 
the Bengal Olvil Spviee. 
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Tlii Hmmt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES With regard to the etate- 

ment giren in answer to unatarred question 10 there is a mistake in the 
column of percentage of Muhammadans. The percentage of 
Muhammadans in the Benjgal Junior Civil Service on 1st October, 
1931, should be 29*6 instead of 49*6. With your permission, 
1 should like to give an explanation. Members will see that 
there is a slight decline in the percentage of Muhammadans 
in the Bengal Junior Qivil Service* I have gone into this 
and the reason is that the number of casualties among Muham* 
madans has been considerably greater than that amongst the Hindus. 
The actual recruitment, however, has been in accordance with the orders. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR EASU. Is the heavy casualty amongst 
the Muhammadans due to the fact that they had to undergo less severe 
medical examination? 

Th« HOfl’blO Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE: They all have to pass the 
same medical examination. 


Mutlimt in all branohaa of gueltad and non-gazottad aarvioaai. 

11. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: Will 
the Ilon’ble MemW in charge of the Apjjointment Department be 
pleomed to lay on the table a statement showing the present proportion 
of Muslims in all bnuiches of gazetted as well as non>gazetted services 
including ministerial services in this Presidency? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information required 
for an answer to this question is not available and could not be obtained 
without a lalmrious inquiry which Government regret they are not 
prepared to undertake. 


Prooaao4ar¥ars. 

12. Mauivi HAtiAN ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased tb state whether the Government 
have received a copy of the resolutions passed at the twelfth annual 
session of the Bengal Process-servers' Conference held at Barisal presided 
over by Mauivi Sywl Majid Baksh, m.l.c.? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government intend taking any action on those resolutions? 

MEMBER In nbaift M JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlw 
Mr. W. D. R. PfniltiQ0l (a) Yes* 

(6) The matter is now being considered by Govemmeni. 
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RMgpur Civil Courtt. 

18. Kan EMDADUL HOQUEl («) Will the Ho»*ble Member ia 
cherge of the Judicial Department be pleased to sUte the number of 
civil suits pending in the civil courts of the Rangpur district— 

(t) on 2nd January, 1932; and 

(ft) on the same date in 1931 and 1930P 


(6) If there has been a fall in the number of pendinjf suits, do the 
Government contemplate reducing the number of munsifs* courts in the 
said districtf 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) 6,301. 

(ii) In 1931—7,665; 1930-10,371. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 


Rent execution cases in which decree-hclders purchased defaulting 

holdings. 


EMOADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the sJ\idicial Department be jileosed to state the number of rent 
execution cases in 1929, 1930 and 1931, in which the decree-holders 
purchased the defaulting holdings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R.. PRENTICE: The information asked for 
is not available and could not be obtained without a laborious inquiry 
which the Government regret they are not prepared to undertake. 


Hmmm of Covemment servants against whom aotlen was taken under 
seelien 124 of the Cevemment of India Act. 

15. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last two years the names of Govern- 
ment servants in Bengal against whom action has been taken under 
section 124 of the Oovemmeni of India Act? 


Tha NeiPMi Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICi: There has been no tack 
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Mr, SHANTI tHEKHAREiWAIt RAY: Will tbe Hon^le Member 
t>e pleased to state whether Government have considered the name of 
any Government servant for taking action under section 124 of the 
Government of India Act in connection with the incidents at Chittagong? 

Tht HOfl’ble Mr. W, D, R, PRENTICE: I submit, Sir, this does not 
arise out of the question. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, How do you justify this question, Mr. Ray? 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The Hon ble Member says 
that there was no such case. I want to know whether Government have 
considered the case of any Government servant under this section, or 
whether it is a dead letter. 

Tht Hon*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing to add to 
what I have said. 


Coit of uniformt for dtfadirs aiMl otuuilcifiari. 

18. Billll SUK LAL NAG: Will the Hon’ble Mtember in charge of 
the Police Deportment be pleased to state whether it is in the contem- 
plation of the Government to postpone the receipt of the cost of uniforms 
for dafadars and chaukidars from union boards till the accumulated 
sum in this fund together with interest is exhausted? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government are not pre- 
partMl to issue a general onler to this effect. Reports recently received 
show that sufficient reduction of balances has been effected in many 
districts and action is being taken to effect reduction in the other 
•districts. 


Nnmhir of p ortom put on trial for olfoiioio of o polltioM natiiro. 

17. BoIni BATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hou'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay a statement on the table showing, since the Gandhi-lrwin Agree- 
ment, up to Deoemlier, 1931, — 

(i) how many persons in Bengal have been put on trial for offences 
of a political nature or arising out of the political move- 
ments under the Criminal Law Amendment Act or otiier 
laws; 

{it) how*many of them were discharged or acquitted; 
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(Ui) Uow mMy of th« peraons so discharged or acquitted were sub- 
sequently rearrested after such acquittal or discharge under 
the Ordinances or for detention under the Cnuiaal Law 
Amendment Act; and 

(tV) how many of the persons were so arrested within a fortnight of 
the discharge or acquittal? 

MEMBER In charga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Iha Hon*Ma 

Mf* Wu Da Ra Pfantioa)! Govemuieut regret that the iuforniatiou 
cannot be given because the Oourts do not classify offences being of u 
political nature or arising out of political movements and such phrases 
are in themselves indefinite. 

Babu 8ATI8H CNANDRA RAY CNOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what executive authority there is for the 
classification of |X)litical and non-p<ditical offences? 

The HOfl’bla Mr. W. Da R. PRENTICE: If Babu Sutish Chandra 
Ray Chowdhury recollects the numerous discussions al>out the phraee 
^‘political offence” he will remember that Government have always 
declined to classify offences as political. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon hie MemUr 
be pleased to state then how is it that he is Bup|K>sed to l»e in charge of 
political prisoners? 

Tlia Hofl*bli Mfa Wa Da Ra PRENTICE* I am not aware that I am. 

Babu ^ITENDRALAL BANNERifEE: U it not a fact that the 
Political Department issue orders in regard to certain class of prisoners? 

Tba HOR^bla Mra W. D. R. PRENTICE f They are descriM as 
detenus. 


QUESTIONS. 


Point of oeoeb. 

Maulvl 8YED 4ALALU0DIN HABHSMY: Sir, I rise to a poUt of 
order. We have been furnished with printed passes for identifi^atioii 
and we have no objection to producing our passes when asked. I 
produced my ticket twice or thrice but still I was detained for five 
minutes. 1 at once bronSghi this fact to the notice of the Secretary 
and Registrar. I also brought this to the notice of the Sergeant^in* 
charge who said that the chaukidar was right.. I protest against this 
humiliating treatment and I want to know whether it is a Council 
Chamber or a prison house. 

Ife* PRE8IDENT: 1 shall inquire into the matter and ceriaialy do 
the needful. 
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Motioii for an adiournmant af ttia bmi nata of tba Couneil. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA6U: I beg leaTe to move for the 
adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need read that out. Will 
you please hand it over to me. 

Leave has been asked by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu to move a 
motion for the adjournment of the business of the Council for the 
purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public interest, namely^ 
the situation arising out of the fact that Government has not thought 
it fit to publish the report on the Chittagong affairs. I have given my 
consent to the motion being moved. 

TIm Hon'bla Mr. A. MARR: I wish to have information whether this 
motion for adjournment arises out of the refusal of a member of 
Government to answer certain questions. If it is so, I submit that it 
is quite out of order to allow a motion of this kind. Further, I beg to 
point out that we received notice of this motion only a few minutee ago 
and we have had no opportunity of considering this and bring it to 
the notice of His Excellency. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell the Hon’ble Member that so far as I 
am concerned, I have treated it as a motion which has nothing to do 
w’ith any siudi refusal, 1 agree that it is not permissible to have any 
adjournment motion on any such ground and I made it quite clear 
that in the present case I have to deal with a motion which is restricted 
to a specific matter, namely, the situation arising out of the fact that 
Government has not thought it fit to publish the Chittagong report. I 
must, therefore, rule that the motion is in order. I want to know 
whether there is any objection to leave Wing given to Mr. Basu to move 
it. As regarde the time I shall certainly see that it suits all parties. 

Tht H0ll*bl« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I object. I submit that 
this k hardly a matter of 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: On a point of order, Sir. Can 
Mr. Prentice deliver a speech at this stage? 

Mr. PREilDENTl Order, order. Will those members who are for 
giving leave to move this motion rise in their seats? 

[As the requisite number of members rose in their seats the Hon^ble 
the Preaident admitted the motion and fixed 3^ p.m., on Wednesday, 
the 3rd February*, 1932, for the discussion of the motion.] 
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(on matton of gonorol public intoroct). 

RolOMO of poroono dotoinod under the Bangol Criminal Law Amandmant 

Aoti 


Mr. CHANTI 8HEKHARECWAR RAY: Thk Council m'onunencls 
to the Government to release all persons detained without trial under 
the Bengal Criminal *Law Amendment Act. 19*10. 

Sir, at long lost the ballot box has been kind to me aiul I am glad 
to have this opportunity to press once again the case ot my (ountrMiieu 
who have been detained without trial under the Bengal (Viminal Law 
Amendment Act for over a year and a half. I realise that it is hoping 
against hope to expect that the Government will either accept this 
I’esolution or, when it is carried by the House, they will make any effort 
to respect our wishes in the matter. We know by experience that it 
is not the way with the Government here. 

Nevertheless, I place this resolution before the House with a view 
to impress upon the Government that in the discharge of their task in 
maintaining Law and (trder in the country they are following a fiolicy 
which has not the support of a large section of the public. 

The policy underlying the Criminal Law Amendment A(‘t has l>eeu 
so often discussed in this Council that it is not neceesary for me to go 
over the whole thing again. We know the attitude of the Government 
in the matter. Like the gentleman who took to drink under the doctors 
prescription but ended as an incorrigible drunkard, the Government 
began in 1907 with putting under restraint almut half a dosen persons 
— with so many apologies here and in the British House of CommoriH — 
now have not the least scruple to intern hundreds of our young men. 
The^jGovemment , moreover, felt much encouraged at the support given 
by this Council when by a majorit}’ of votes this House in August, 1930, 
entrusted these special powers to their hands. 1 boj>e the Council 
stands disillusioned by this time, I have no hesitation to assert, in 
view of recent events, that in the exercise of these powers the Govern' 
ment of Bengal have lietrayed the confidence placed in them by the 
CJouncil. I do not think that there is a single elected member in this 
Cbuncil who, when he gave his suppoH to this Bengal Criminal Imw 
Amendment Act, had the slightest idea that this policy would lead to 
the terribje tragedy at the Hijii Detention Camp on the lOtb September 
laat. It is difficult for me to speak with restraint about the occurrence. 
I shall place before the House (he facts, (he undisputed facts as stated 
in the Report of the Hijii Enquiry Committee~a Committee appointed 
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by the Government, a Committee consisting* of officials only— a 
Committee of two senior members of the Indian Civil Service. They 
say— 

“There is no dispute that the constables opened fire on the main 
building in the camp where the detenus were residing; and there is no 
dispute that as a result thereof two detenus, Babu Santosh Kumar 
Mitter and Babu Tarakeswar Sen Gupta, were killed, one on the ground 
floor of the building and the other upstairs, and a nunil)er of other 
detenus, twenty altogether, received injuries, and in some cases the 
injuries were of a severe nature necessitating in one case — the case of 
detenu Babu Gobinda Pada Butt — ^the amputation of the left arm. It 
is undisputed also that the sentries and some of the constables who 
entered the compound after the alarm was given were armed with 
smooth-bore Martini-Henry muskets with triangular bayonets, that 
those who fired seem to have used ball and buckshot indiscriminately 
and that some of the injuries on the detenus were gunshot wounds, some 
were stabs such a^^ a bayonet might have caused and some bruises that 
might have been due to blows from a /af/u or the butt of a musket.” 

Of course, thei*e is the Police version of the occurrence and there is 
the version of the oocuri'ence according to the detonus. I do not want 
to take up the time of the Council with all the details of the occurrence. 
I shall not embarrass the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police 
Department by placing before the House the analysis of the evidence 
of his men. Some of these Govenimeut servants had done to death 
two British subjects — T am not a man of law, I do not know if the act 
amounts to munler — and they set up a story which kos been rejected 
by the Oommittee of Enquiry — I shall place before the House their 
findings of facts in their own language. In paragraph 19 of tbe Report 
they say; — 

“There was, in our opinion, no juirtification whatever for the 
iAdieortnunate firing (some 29 rounds were found to have been fired) 
of the sepoyii upon the building itself, resulting in the death of two of 
the detenus and the infiiction of injuries on several others. There was 
no justification either for some of the sepo>*s going into the building 
itself and causing casualties of various kinds to some others of the 
detenus." 

liBter on, in paragraph 27 of the Report they say: — 

“The direct cause of irritation felt by both the detenus and the 
guard intensified by the incident of the 15th, and the indirect cause 
was the fart there was no arrangement for a responsible officer staying 
at the camp at night time, and at night time the camp was left entirely 
in chaitge of the sepoys headed by a few havildars." 
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It ia not my intention to attempt to fix mponsilulity in the tuatter 
juat now. I hope I shall have an occasion to do m later on durinjf the 
session. I have referred to the occurrence at the Hijli Detention Camp 
with a view to draw attention to the risks to which these perwms are 
exposed. I want the ineniliers to realise that while due to the appall inj? 
nature of the tragedy— the sudden death of two person^ who in the 
eye of the law are as innocent as any of m — the occurrence has aroused 
80 much feeling in the country — there are hundreds of men, many very 
young men who are being done to death day hv day, inch l»y inch under 
the authority of this Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1 appeal 
to the House to stop this attempt to murder— murder of the soul if 
not of the physical Inxly in every case, by supporting this rc'*olution. 

Sir, I do not appeal merely to the sentiment of the memWrs of the 
House, but I would ask them to lor^k at the logiral j)ositiou, l)e«*aii8e 
the position of Government in connection with the Bengal Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Act is ver>’ illogical. I say tliat if the Oovornment 
believe the detenus to be connected with any violent action, they should 
bring them to trial and treat them as ordinary criminals. I cannot 
understand what is the idea ot Government in treating them as guilty 
of murder or violent crimes, and at the .same time in treating them as 
some sort of guests of honour. That i> not done in any eountiy. 
Perhaps, Sir, it is this policy that has led to an occunence i»f this 
kind, as occurred at Hijli. It is no use making n Hcape*gt>at of a 
meml>er of the Indian (''ivil Service. If the responsibility is to Ih» fixwi 
for the occurrence at Hijli the responsibility must be fixed on the 
Government of Bengal, because the officers who weie entrusted with 
the work were in a very difficult ja^sition. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Mr. Presideiit, Sir, I riae iu 
RUpport of the resolution moved by my friend Mr. JUy. The cult of 
the bomb and the revolver ih ubouiinable. Nu iiaiie man can approve 
the nefarious deeds of the terrorists. The Mheddiug of liuuiaii blwaJ ii 
repugnant to Hindu ideas. None with a grain of sense iu him can 
have the least sympathy with tern»rist met iiiKi» whic h are retaniing the 
progress of the country. They should W haunted down by all meant 
and condign punishment should be meted out to them. T^nfortniiately 
the methods which are being resorted to by the panicky Ooveriiiiteiit 
for crushing the terrorists are far from being satisfactory. Sutpicion 
and mistrust loomed large in the horiaon. People are being ruthlessly 
detained without a fair trial in open court. Justice and fairplay had 
so long been the guiding principle of our alien rulers which enabled 
them to win the hearts of the people. The present pcdicy pursued by 
the Government cTannot inspire cxmfidence in British justice. On the 
other hand it is undermining the very root on which rested this mighty 
British Empire. This repressive policy is hound to fail m the long 
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run. Instead of nipping the terrorists in the bud, it is helping to 
strengthen their position which w'as not at all desirable in the best 
interests of the country. British justice demanded that even a 
murderer should be considered innocent until his guilt is proved 
to the hilt. People who are being indetinitely detained without 
trial or being tried in the star chamber method should be 
presumed to be innocent till the guilt is brought home to them 
in open trial. If they are in any way connected with the 
terrorist movement, let them have the opportunity of defending them* 
selves properly and if they are found guilty by a competent court, 
punish them by all means. Unemployment — the hungrj^ stomach — is 
the root cause of many a trouble. Open out new vistas of employment — 
extend your angle of vision — allow the people to enjoy their birthright 
and in no time terrorism will melt away in thin air. 

3 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I rise to give my wholehearted 
support to this resolution moved by Mr. Shanti Shekhureswar Ray. I 
shall not on this occasion trouble the House by discussing the merits 
or demerits of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. It is, Sir, on 
the statute book, passed by thi.s Council in spite of the opposition of 
some of us. I may possibly have taken some delight in reminding the 
House that when I opposed the enactment of this Bill I told the House 
that the Bill would not have the effect the Government was striving 
for. Well, that has come to pass. But I am not basing my support 
of this resolution on anything that can be said about the unlawful 
nature of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. To any person 
who lias had any breeding in the law, an Act of this nature must be 
absolutely anathema. But as I said, I am not going to ask for the 
support of this House on any such ground, I am avsking the House to 
support this resolution on the simple ground that the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1930, has not only failed in its purpose, but 
failed very badly. The members of this House will remember that 
Ooveriiment asked for these special powers on the ground that those 
special powers would enable them to prevent the commission of terrorist 
outrages by clapping into jail people who were suspected by the Police 
to be concerned in them. Let us look at the facts. Has that Act done 
anything of that nature.'^ Has anarchism or terrorism been in any way 
sootcheil by the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act.*' I need not 
stress that point. It is perfectly clear that since the enactment of this 
Act the number of terrorist outrages has not only not diminished, but 
on the other hand, hi^ increased from violence to violence, and as has 
been pointed out by the mover of this resolution, occurrences such as 
those that took place in the detention camp at Hijli have made more 
anarchists, I make bold to say, than any action of the Oovenunest. 
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It it neither the time nor the place to give out one’s own ideas as to 
how this terrorist movement could be prevented or scotched. The 
oceaaion will be, I hope, available to us at another time, but so far as 
this resolution is concerned, I submit it has been amply demonstrated 
that the Act has failed in its purpose, and that Government has not 
been able to look after the detenus properly. It is no use blinking 
at the fact that the occurrences at Hijli were not such, to say the least 
of it, as would inspire confidence in the guardians of law and order. 
If for no other reason, I say that if Government cannot guarantee the 
safety of the lives of the prisoners under this Act. then it has not the 
right to keep any person under detention under the provisions of that 
Act. The policy of this Act, I take it, is not under disc ussion now, 
but I should say that Government has in a manner admitted by the 
mouth of its own oflicers who conducted the Hijli inquiry, that they 
cannot properly look after the deten\is, and, Sir, apart from the fact 
that by thus groundlessly detaining hundreds of young men, the 
feeling of the country is being exacerbated. I submit that on the 
ground of expediency also Government ought to accept the resolution. 

Bibu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I think we must 
support this resolution for the obvious reason that we who have 
■anything to do with law, cannot lend our support to the priiK'iple or 
want of principle involved in detoining persons without trial. We 
find, Sir, in tlie very preamble of the Ileiigal (Viminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930, that it is meant to supplement the ordinary criminal law 
of the laud. But, Sir. the ordinary criminal law of tlie land, as is 
familiar to all of us, requires that there must he a trial. That is what 
w'e have learnt all along, and that is w hat is hastnl on mnind principles. 
Therefore when this piece of legislation, this barbarous un-British 
piece of legislation found its place in the Statute bm>k. we had to enter 
our emphatic protest, and until this is repealed, we shall go on recording 
our protests, and especially now' when the situation has liecome so 
^rave, very grave, and we are expected to lend our whole-heartfHl 
aupport and co-operation, to those who ore engaged in the work of 
framing the new constitution. We are expected to help in the 
restoration of a calm and pemeful atmosphere in this country. If it is 
seriously expected that we should do so, (hen the least we require is 
that the atmosphere of suspicion should be removed fully and entirely. 
And I put it to the member of this House, is it possible at all to restore 
that atmosphere of calmness and peace until this method of detaining 
persons without trial on the barest suspicion, is done away with and 
stopped P When this particular legislation was enacted, we were 
waiting to see what the result would be. We have had enough 
experience in the meantime to enable us to say that this particular Act 
baa resulted in anything but creating bitterness and discontent. Even 
ihe Ordinances are preferred to this Act, because tinder them, people 
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munt be brought to trial, although certain Magiatratea are in vested 
with unlimited powers. 1 think we all agree that even under the 
Ordinances we get something like the farce of a trial; the cases como 
before a Court, and the public has this satisfaction that in a particular 
case there has been at least a trial of some sort. But under this Act 
people are caught without any warning at all and are put into jail 
nobody knows why, and all sorts of manners of terrorism are 
perpetrated on them as in Hijli. It is impossible, in spite of our best 
wishes, to help the Government and to assist in the creation of an 
atmosphere suitable to the working of the new constitution, and to the 
ushering in the dawn of a new’ era of goodwill and trust. For all these 
reasons, I tliink tliat this law should be repealed altogether and all the 
persons who are detained under the law sliould be releasetl. That is 
the only way that the Government can really prove that they have 
understood the whole situation arising out of the Hijli atrocities and 
can make amends. 

With these words I support the resolution. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: 1 do take my rise to support the resolution 
of Mr. Kay though w’itli some reluetunce. That is so: because Sir, the 
Government’s attitude towards the subject has been very clear all 
along and it will be sheer crying in the wilderness to ask for the release 
of these unfortunate pet»ple. There are other reasons for my unw’illing- 
iiess. At a time when the whole country has be<*n made a “detenu'^ 
when each and every son of India and when each and every daughter 
of the soil has b€»en banned under the rule of Ordinances it is but 
useless to ask for the release of these unfortunate young souls. I do 
not know, Sir, what prompted my friend to table this resolution. But 
as I myself raised the subject on the previous t>ccasion I feel it my 
duty to lend my support to the resolution. In supporting the resolution 
I must say at the outset that I am no supporter of terrorism. I most 
emphatically denoxmee the dastardly action of the misguided youths of 
the country. I am fully aware that they are doing great and 
incalculable barm to the cause of the country for the good of which they 
themselves are supposed to be devoted. 

But nevertheless no civilised people can support the terrorism in 
the Government of the country they live in. You profess that in the 
interest of law* and order and for the maintenance of peace, these violent 
persons should be detained behind prison bars and without trial. Here 
lies the whole crux of the matter. Detention without trial is the most 
lawless law and it is the worst type of terrorism. There are no two 
(pinions in the Indians present day politics in decrying political 
violence. Congress denounces it, moderates denounce it, the extremiata 
denounce it, non-extremists denounce it. If they are really guilty of 
violence why do not you be straightlorward and bring them in 
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co^BTts of justice to take their trial F If they are disconteuted people 
the remedy is not to throw them within the dark walls of prittons for 
indefinite time but to pacify them and make them contentt*d. 

But bow to do it. No amount of suspicion and distrust, no amount 
of terrorism on the part of the Government can cope with the situation. 
The real diaprnosis should he made — the real remedy should W 
prescribed. This is the time, Sir, when every iiidividuaJ, every country 
of the world aspires after realisation of its de>tinies. This is the world 
spirit. You cannot possibly check it hy any means. India wants her 
destiny to be realised throiijrh lier younjr daujrhters and younj? sons. 
Thus it is. Sir, that India’s younjj men move and ajritate and it is no 
wonder that sometime they jro astray. Permanent and real pt»ace is 
far from si^fht unless and until India realises (his spirit of freetlom 
throiijrli (he practical administration of the »-ouiitrv by her youths. 

It is this youthful part of this vast humanity that ou*rht to be 
pacified. But, Sir, curiously enoiip-h Government wants to please and 
pacify the wron^r portion. The British (tovernment are in rifjht earnest 
to pacify the country hy pivinp: a constitution very soon. But whom 
are you K^injf to pacify.^ (’oitainly not the pi^ople who want a real 
constitution, certainly not the people uho move, who a^ritate and 
revolutionise for the irmloiii of the country. You are ^roin^ to ifive a 
constitution to those who do ii<»t ( r\ loi it. who do not move for it, 
who do nut ajritate for it and most eertainl.\ who do not revedntionise, 
and hy what means F By paths of terrorism and distrust— hy 
promulgation of Ordinances and detention without trial of youn^r sorin 
and daup-hters of Benjral. 


3-15 p.m. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERIS Sir. the resolution before the Council is 
in reality a proposal to repeal a law that was duly passed b,\ a majority 
of this Council. Now, Sir, I confess that the majority of this Council 
did not like the Act that was passed. Many of us detest Much unusua 
provisions, but, Sir, a sense of duty and resfKiiisibility led this Counci 
bv a majority to arm the Government of this provinc-e with unusual 
pJiwers. I have seen of late that this Government is called, ajrain and 
again, a British Government, There are in the Governm^t fiT<> 
Indians and two Britishers excluding His Excellency, and 1 think tha 
term British is somewhat of a misnomer. 

Sir ever>' Britisher here must sympathise and does sympathise with 
nationidiam and the spirit that leads an Indian ^mesUy 
government of his own country by his own people. I go furtbw than 
that I can conceive that it must be very difficult for many Indiana 
poweased- with the spirit of nationaliam to determine to what ^gree and 
to wh.t extent th*y .hiOl be W in their |«licy «a m thw 
pwikipotion in politic. But, I eny, nom Uwt Indin hM !»*»» g»W» 
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Ae word of the Bntish people. The British Ministry and the British 
Parliament hare adopted the poUcy of bringing to this country a 
constitution that wUl give India self-government as soon as that 
possibly can be done. Surely the nationalistic Indian is now in a 
^sition to determine his policy with certainty. His Excellencv the 
pceroy has recently detailed what the Government of India and the 
Goverament of Great Britain intend to do. It is shortly this: progress 
towards the new constitution as rapid as it can be and along with that 
prof^ess the intention to fight revolution whether in the guise of civil 
oiAobedi^Dce or of terrorism. 


supwrt to he T f 11“ ^ 

support to the policy of Government. Quite the reverse. Surely 
therefore, all who desire the next step forward, all who desire progress 
Will vote af^ainst this resolution. ^ ^ 

the n«,’ ^ f"'- me to say much in regard to 

Act o 'TS iV LT""" “'i'* -^“-dment 

4 * r .1, ““‘J >■“ almost every 

n ry of the world that the ordinary law is of little effect against 

' revolution, 

the revolution of a minority, ha.s been armed with powers hevond the 

^ ** 7 “ '•wading lately about the iletenus of Italy 

detained hy S,g„or Mus.sol ni. Italy apparently places its detenus upon 
some small and and islands in the Mediterranean where they have far 
Jess comfort than is j)o.saessed hy the detenus at Buxa. From what I 
have seen about them. I can say that the Bengal detenus are very much 
more comfortable than the Italian detenus. We kuo« that Ireland has 
adoptiH measures far more stern and far more swift than what have 
betm adopted m India. 


bir supposmg that the resolution is accepted by the Council and 
the detenus are released-and there is no doubt that some at least of 
these detenus ore desperate men, men who stop at nothing to attain 
their end— IS it not possible tliat at least there would be more murders 
of innocent officials or even non-officials.* Has the hon’ble member who 
liaa proposed thw Teaolution thou^Kt of the responsibility that attaches 
to him in that direction P U he prepared to hear the wails of widows 
and of fatherless children and to know that he was in some deirree 
responsible to them for the loss of a father? 

I something about Hijli, but I shall not speak about 

Hijli. I know that there is a very great feeling on the subject and 
have no desire to lacerate feelings. But in regard to the fact that these 
detenus have not been brought to trial, I must say that it is almost 
impossible to obtain evidence because of terrorism. Sir, I am a visitor 
of the detention camp at Buxa. I have been there, and I can assure 
this House that from what I have seen of the detenus theie, they are 
very well looked after, that they are very comfortable and that the 
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relalioiifl between them and the police oflicei^ are admirable. I cau 
even aay without fear of contradiction that their relations cannot be 
better. 

Sir, I repeat once more that we regret very deeply that these 
measures must be taken, but if the hon’ble mover could show us any 
method by which these detenus lui^jht he released without auy danger, 
we would support him. But as it is, for the sake of Bengal, for the 
sake of India, for the sake of that |»eace and .successful self-govern- 
ment of India by Indians that we all hope tor and that we are all 
striving our utmost to make siu'cessful, I hope and trust that this 
Council will defeat the resolution l»y a large inaj 4 )rity, a majority so 
large indeed that it will he a me.ssage to the \ iceroy and to the Prime 
Minister to proceed with and continue their great policy f 4 )r India’s 
future. 

Mauivi 8YED dALALUODIN HA8HEMY: 1 nse to speak on this 
resolution, but I do not like to commit m.\self whether I support it or 
opp 43 se it. At the outset, I must .‘-ay that this resolution seems to l>e 
incompatible and inconsistent with the present disturbed political 
situation of the country, where the (iovernment is run by abnorma) rules 
and by Ordinances. When we hear the (lash of war daily ringing into 
our ears, when we hear of hitlu charges and pe<»ple going to jail every 
day, to speak of releasing political prisoners seem to me to he really 
inconsistent. Only people of iiKjdcratc mentality can think of such a 
resolution. I have got no brief on behalf of tlie detenu.s who are now 
detained in Buxa, Hijli and other camps I do not know how far they 
will agree with me if I plead on their behalf in this Council. Vet I rise 
to speak on this resolution. 

Sir, I do not propose to utter a word about Hijli, and about the 
incidents at Chittagong and Dacca. When I first lieard of them I was 
glad because we wanted these very things f<jr the freedom of our country. 
I can assure Sir Lancelot Traver.s that without danger these detenus can 
be released. But I may ask 3011 , Sir, bv detaining onlv 1,000 young 
men of Bengal will the danger pass over by that waA I S 03 ' (hut the 
danger is daily increasing, rather miiltiplyiiig, by this repressive policy 
of Government — particularlA* thi.s Criminal Law Amendment Act lias 
created a Suniti and a Shanti alleged to l>e the murderers of Mr. Stevens. 
To prophesy is a dangerous thing, but I can say this that so long as 
this policy of repression will continue, terrorism will not at all ceaae to 
exist, rather it will multiply. When Government is going on with 
their legalised terrorism, can we expec t that these things will cease to 
exist, and that peace will prevail in the country? We think not. 

Sir, my other point is this. When I was thinkuig of this resolution, 
I was thinking on this line. Most of the gentlemen present here know 
srbat the Criminal Law Amendment Act is. What they are doing 
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here? What they hear of terrorism, they hear from newspapers and 
other sources. But I for myself know many of these detenus beginning 
from Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose down to Sriinati Indumati Singh. I 
emphatically say on the floor of this House — if necessary, I can take 
an oath on it that at least in my estimation 44) per cent, of these detenus 
who are still detained are simply innocent ; even they have never con- 
templated violence. 

Kir, one of my friends says that it is 60 per cent., but my estimate 
is 40 per cent. As regards the other 60 per cent., I do not know 
anything about them. 

Sir, at least 40 per cent, of the detenus are innocent to my 
knowledge. If the C. I. D. or the Special Branch or the 
Intelligence Department are so very strong, so very careful, and 
claim to he all-knowing, what were they doing when the 
con iempla lion ot recent murders were going on in Bengal? Certainly 
most of the people were detained months ago, and in some cases a year 
or a year and a half ago, and it is (jiiite certain that they liad no hand 
in these recent murders. I (*an assure you that a bitter b*eling 1ms been 
created in this countiy hy the abnormal and unusual procedure adopte<l 
by the Uovernment and that feeling and that feeling alone is responsihle 
for making the people of this country disa fleeted towards tlie system of 
(iovernment, and that disaf!e«<ion against tiiis Government is daily 
spreading in buzurs, and other places. 

3-30 p.m. 

One particular fact which 1 know personally and which I can say, 
if necessary, on oath, is that in recent times sub-inspectors of police in 
charge of thnnas gather ( haukidars and dufudars in Imaani, on public 
streets and roads, and preach terrorism and violence. I have heard it 
with my own ears that they say “We supply you with lathu. You go 
on beating the Hindus.” At the same time they say “Do not beat the 
Mussalmaus, but beat the Hindus only.” If nec^ssar}- 1 can prove this 
in any c^mrt of justice. I do not know who is responsible for this. 1 
do not know if the head of the Police Department is giving these 
instructions to this suliordiuates. Nowadays you cannot get any 
information fnim outside or from the interior. All news of the atrocities 
committeil by tlie police in North Bengal or fmsi Bengal are being 
suppressed. What I was going to say is that we know perfectly w^l 
that Government is nut prepared to punish these policemen. It is their 
duty, if they believe them to he guilty, to punish them. 

My point is i just release one thousand or two thousand young men 
and see what happeusi It is not impossible nor difficult for the mighty 
Government to iry this experiment. (A voice: What happened last 
time?) I have bm asked to say what happened when they tried that 
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^xpwi^nt iMt time. I can assure the members that there was ne 
Tiol^t crime, but since the initiation of this represaire policy the 
number of revolutionaries are daily growing and multiplying. If the 
deienim are released they can l»e rounded up again, if need be, when 
there is a recrudescence of violent crimes, the Council will be prepared 
to pa^ another Criminal Law Amendment Act in without 

opposition, when it will not be difficult for Government to take them in 
again. Whatever argument may In* addut ed in support of the detention 
of these young men the people will not he satisfied Wause they do not 
know what their offence is. My friend Mr. Shanti Sekhareswar Kay in 
his resolution demands the release of |)ersons who are detained without 
trial. I can speak without fear of contrail ict ion that a large part of the 
people of Bengal yet think that these people, who are detained without 
trial, are innocent; they do not think that even 20. 2*) or m per cent, 
of them are guilty; naturally they think that they are innof'ent ; 
otherwise during this 1§ year they would have lieen brought to trial in 
a court of justice. So if Government want co-operation or if they want 
peace in the country, they can make a trial. Sir liaucelot Travers said 
that the Criminal I.aw Amendment Act uas pas.se<l by the (’ouncil and 
we should not repeal it. If we can get peace in the country I see no 
harm in repealing tlii.s lawless law. Let there W a trial, let us wait 
and see the result of their release. I can assure the House that if 
Sj. Surendra Nath Ghosh and others are released (I can talk to them) 
they will be able to influence these young men in st bools and colleges 
and keep them away from mischief. So I say let us have a trial. 

With these words I support the resolution move<l by my friend. 

Mr. t. C. CHATTER4EE: I want to say only a few words about 
the i^^eech which has been made by Sir Jjancelot Travers. Ho assured 
us tbat we ouglit not to be nervous about a law of this kind, bcHause it 
emanates from a Government the majority of whose members are 
lodiaue. 1 do not think that is a fair observation to make, and 1 am as 
certain aa I am standing here that none of the three Ministers had had 
any hand in making a law of this kind. They are never consultod by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice, especially in a matter where the queeticin is 
whether a man should be shut up without trial. I see the Hon'fale Sir 
B. B. Ghose sitting there. I do not think either he or his predecessor 
in office, Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, was ever consulted by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice before he brought this Bill to be passed by ibis 
House. And I am sure that the lion 'hie Sir A. K. Ohusnavi is in a 
similar position. The difficulty is that we have not that joint respon- 
sibility in^Bengal which one is accustomed to in Fngland. In our province 
each Minister and each Member of Government seems to be a law unto 
himsell. He does whatever he pleases provided that His Excellency 
does not interfere. Therefore it is not fair to tell us to accept this 
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piece of legislation simply because there are certain Indian gentlemen 
on the Bengal Cabinet. On the other hand I would ask my English 
friends to answer this question: Would they ever pass a piece of 
legislation like this in England unless it was proposed and brought 
before them by a Minister who was responsible to the people of England f 
Could they ever do it? I am sure their honest answer would be “no,*^ 
if they are not going to maintain that what is good for England is not 
good for India and that moral ideas and political truths change with the 
colour of the skin in course of the passage from England to India. If 
that be so, if my English friends are honest to themselves, if they are 
true to their traditions, will they agree that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice^s 
portfolio should be transferred to a Minister? T'nder the law this can 
be done; under the Devolution Rules it can be done, but will our 
English friends trust us, Indians, enough to- let an Indian Minister 
take over the portfolio of law and order If they do so, we can assure 
them that if an Indian Minister responsible to us came and asked us to 
sanction legislation of this description, we would agree then, because 
we would know then that the gentleman who was asking for our consent 
was responsible to us. and, therefore, perfectly under our control; and 
that if he did anything wrong we could pull him up and if he went 
astray we could put liiin right. As a compromise, I suggest that if the 
English in this country are not altogether dead to all that is associated 
with the word ^ ‘English,^’ let them get up and say “w’e agree to thia 
porfolio being transferre<l to an Indian responsible to this House.” (A 
voice: What will happen to Mr. Prentice?) Mr. Prentice is quite safe; 
he belongs to a Service which ensures him permanency wherever he 
Ik*, St) that I am not depriving Mr. Prentice of anything w’heu I ask for 
this. Here is a suggestion on the basis of which we, Indians and 
Englishmen, can meet if we can only be as lionest as we should be. 
Here we have Sir liaiicelot Travers cooly telling us — why you do not 
accept this piece of legislation which has been passed by the CounciL 
knowing fully well, as be does, that we are absolutely powerless and 
that our Ministers have nothing to do with it, and that if the Hon'ble 
Sir B. B. Qhosa and the Hon’ble Sir A. K. Ghuanavi dissented from 
the Hon*ble Mr. Prentice he would not care two brass buttons about it ! 
Therefore, I say let us meet on this common ground and let 
Mr. Prentice’s portfolio be transferred to an Indian Minister and let 
that Minister ask for our sanction to a measure like this, and if he 
can satisfy us that, consistently with his responsibility to us, $uth m 
measure was necessary we would give him our support, I hope that 
some of the gentlemen on the right who represent the British 
Constituencies will say something in answer to this proposition. 

Mm dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEEs Mr. Chatterjee made a pointy 
a lawyer’s point, from which I beg to express my emphatic dissent. 
He told us that no Indian Member or Minister of Goveinment was 
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re^mble for this legislation and that it was solely the concern of 
Mr. Prentice. Whatever the technicalities of the question may be, this 
]s not a point that can be substantiated. The law was passed by the 
Council and every Member of the Government. Indian or European, 
voted for it. Therefore, whatever the character of the law may be' 
every Member of the Government was equally responsible for it. 

1 was hesitating and hesitating for a long time us regards mv own 
attitude tow^ards the resolution of my friend Mr. Shanti Shekharvswar 
Ray. I must say at once that my hesitation has nothing to do with 
the nature of the law itself. The Bengal Criminal f.nw Amendment 
Act, 19t30, is an outrage on every principle of jurisprudence, it is an 
insult to civilised humanity. That any civilixed Government should 
cause such a law’ to be passed is a condemnation of itself, a ('ondemna- 
tion far stronger than anything that 1 could think of liciv. But all the 
same I hesitated because the situation in tlie country iis peculiar and 
dangerous. 

I am not of those people who uft'ect to believe that there is no 
terrorism in the country. There is terrorism and anarchism in the 
land; it has spread very fur and has struck its roots very deep into the 
soil. And I am so convinced of the pernicious character of the evil. 

convinced of its far-reaching effect upon the peofdc—ifs effect not 
upon the Government, (iovemment can very well take care of itself — 
but its reaction upon the people, their character and their social and 
political well being, I am so mu< b ('onvinced that this evil re(|UirtH» to 
lie stamped out of the country that, ordinarily speaking. 1 would be for 
giving a long rope to Government. If public’ opinion cannot co)h* with 
the evil (and w’e must admit to our shame that public opinion has not 
been able to cope with the evili, how can we blame Government if they 
have recourse to extraordinary measures of legislation t Ordinarily 
speaking, therefore, I would supjmrt the (iovemment for in fighting 
against terrorism, it is fighting the battle of humanity and civilixation, 
it is combating the forces which make for chaos and disintegration in 
the country. But all the same, no far as the present resolution is 
concerned, something happened in this Coumdl within (he last 48 hours 
which strengthens my attitude of support for it. 

Sir, the only justification for a measure like this is that the people 
must have trust in the Government. Here are people who are 
condemned unheard: people against whom no charges are formulated, 
against whom no evidence is produced in public ; and yet on such 
cWges, unspecified, unpublished and un< ross-examined, these persons 
are kept in detention for an indefinite perimi. The thing is so 
abominable that it would require strong justification for its existence; 
and the only justification would be if Oovenmient could prove (bat thia 
was necessary for the welfare of the people. But to do that the 
Oovemment must take us into its confidence, for we too want the salety 
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4Uid protection of the people. But, Sir, what has happened recently? 
In September laet there were various outrages in Chittagong. Public 
feeling was deeply roused over them. Charges were openly formulated 
against high officials of (Government accusing them of helping goondas 
and the riff-raff of the town to plunder the houses of Hindus and 
to commit other outrages. These things were freely and widely 
expressed, and partly in response to popular feeling, a committee was 
appointed by the Government to inquire into the affair. The committee 
has submitted its report, and yet, strange to say, the report of the 
■committee is not forthcoming either before the public of the country 
or before the Council. Is that a procedure which any Government can 
justify? If they do not take the people of the country into their 
confidence in a matter like this how can they reasonably expect that 
the people will have confidence in them? Mr. Prentice seemed to 
rejoice at the idea that he was holding back the committee’s report 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Please do not refer to it UvS you know it was a 
<luestion of privilege. 

RilNl dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I was supporting my position 
with a reference to the refusal of Mr. Prentice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot refer to that if you want to 
dispute my ruling on that point. 

Balm dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I did not say that. I said 
that he seemed to rejoice in the idea that he could hold back certain 
information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The spirit is there. 

BilNI dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is the spirit of my speech 
irregular ? 

Mr. PRESIDINT: You must abide by my decision. 

BalMl dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I bow to your decision; but 
if your decision is not in conformity with the rules am I not permitted 
to point that out to you? (Cries of “order,” “order.”) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please go on with your speech and bear 
in mind the instructions I have given you? 

BiSlI dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: It is impossible to resume a 
apeeoh that has been so violently interrupteil. However, Sir, will you 
kindly point out the rule to which you refer? (Cries of “order,” 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I refer to section 86 on which I hnsed my mlinir 
ywterday. 


B«bu JITENORALAL RANNERJEE: May I read it out? 
PRESIDENT; Ifo, I do not think it is necessary at all. 


SabH dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: 1 do not question the 
decision of the President. I know so much of the rules of the Uouoe 
as not to do that. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: But nometimes you seem to forget that. Will 
you please proceed and bear in mind my instruct ions. ^ Otherwise I 
must ask you to resume your seat. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: I should ask you, Sir, not 
to interfere with my spet^ch unles.s there is a serious reason for it. I 
wantwl to fortify iny position by a reference to wbiit happened yestc^rdoy, 
not for the purpose of making any comments on it 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yo\i are in u manner doing that. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE* How can J develop my point 
unless I refer to the substance of what happened yestenlay}^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must ask you to resume your seat and not 
question my ruling. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: May 1 not even mention the 

name of Mr. Prentice? I want to say that Mr. Prentice (Cries of 

“order, order”.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot say that, because you have 
challenged my ruling on the point. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I have not yet com- 
pleted my sentence. How could you know what I am going to say? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 can quite anticipate what you are going to say. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE S How' can you anticipate, Sir. 
I was going to refer to the refusal of OoYemment — I will not mention 
the name of Mr. Prentice — I will rather say the Govemment — to 
frablish the report. 



R^^LUtiON^. [2!n> 1 ^., 

xlie mere filet that Government have rehi^ to pubiiih the report 
proves that the Government have something to conceal — that, may Be; 
there is some justification for the charges widely flung against 
Government officials. And if Government conceal facts in this matter, 
what guarantee is there that (Jovemment have acted rightly in a matter 
concerning the rights and liberty of thousands of young men — detained 
not on any basis of substantial evidence, but on material supplied in 
the dark by informers and spies — the most hateful and contemptible 
creatures on earth. Therefore, Sir, my position is this. I do not ask 
for the release of these prisoners. What I say is this. Bring theni 
to trial ; produce evidence against them : and if that evidence can stand 
cross-examination, the Council will certainly support the Government 
in passing whatsoever measure they may consider necessary to detaih 
these people or punish them. But if there is no evidence worth tho 
name then I say that neither Government or anybody else has any 
justifli^atiou for keeping in detention hnndreds of our young men for an 
Indefinite period, and the Government which proceeds to behave like 
this cannot stand — such a Government is doomed, its fall is imminent, 
and its fall will be great. 

Mr, il. N. GUPTA: In rising to say a few words on a resolution like 
this I fully realise the difficulties of the task; but at the same time I 
also think that any hesitation to speak out iny mind on a matter of 
such importance will not be in consonance with my duty as an elected 
member of this House. I have listened with very great interest to the 
interesting speech of my friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, one of the leaders 
of this ITouse, I thought that he would give us some indication as to 
how we slumhl vote on the resolution whieh is before us. But unfor- 
tunately he did not attempt to deal with the real issuee involved in 
this resolution. I therefore find myself in a difficult position as I do 
not know exactly whether he is in favour of the resolution or against 
it. The previous speaker was also not very clear on the point. Mr. 
Bannerjee admitted that terrorism of a very dangerous type was out in 
the country. It is doing the utmost harm to the cause of nationalism 
and ever>- reasonable effort should be mode to suppress it ; and I hope 
every misiumble supj>ort should be given to the Government in its 
primary task of dealing with this menace to society. At the same time. 
Sir, if we find that there ai*e deviations from a course which do not 
appear to us to Iw reasonable, it is also for us to suggest that, as this 
is a matter of great importance, they must take the representatives of 
the people in this House into their confidence and make some sort of 
gesture t<t give a practical proof that they are prepared to take us, the 
representatives of ike people, into their <^nfideiice. I, therefore, in 
all seriousness suggest to the Honlile Home Member whether it wiQ 
not be feasible to appoint a separate Board consisting of selected 
members of this Hpuse to assist him in dealing with all thesie cam 
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aritiag out of uuarcky and ttnonm in Bougal, AHlMttgli 
I |i^vo no intention of mininiiiing tlie ▼nlue of tlie exnininntion of tkeir 
eaeee by High Court Judges, still 1 fe^ that their angle of uition te 
not the same as that of most of us. And it would be a great help to 
Mr. Prentice to receive the assistance of a Board in dealing with these 
intricate cases. I, therefore, make this practical suggestion before 
the House. Although there may be practical didiculties in placing 
confidential papers before such a committee, yet the object of winning 
the- confidence of the people and winning their spontaneous support ia 
fxt urgent and so important that any practical difiiculties that might 
exist should be neglected and possibly got over. Therefore in this 
matter while I cannot p<js8ihly vote for the release of all detenus, 
knowing full well that nt least u great majority of thesa men art 
dangerous rriininals, to quote Mr. Ilashemy (Question!) 


Mailivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of personal 

explanation, Sir. I did not say that they are dangerous criminals. 


Mr. 4. H. GUPTA: 1 think that is the general belief. There is very 
little doubt that a voi-j’ substantial iK)rtion of these men are dangerous 
and therefore it is dangerous to puss a resolution to the effect that all 
of them should he released by Government. But at the same time I 
must say that they should 1 h* placed on their trial, and if that is found 
to be impracticable in some cns<»s and it is found that evidence w*ill not 
be forthcoming, then lei the cases of these men lie placed before a 
Board, and if the Hon’lde Mr, IVentice will make a g«*Hture that he 
will be prepared to consider some measures of this kind, I am prepared 
to vote against this resolution. Failing this, I shall hold my vote in 
reserve. 

[At 4 p.m. the (Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-15 p.m.]. 

Mr. d« CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Mr. President, it has been 
stated by some of the speakers that the stability of a Government rests 
a great deal on the goodwill of the jieople and I agre<‘ with them that 
tbe right way to govern a country must be by the goodwill of the people. 
But the first duty of Government is to preserve law and order. There- 
fore, Sir, Government must preserve life and properly and it stands to 
reason that the measures which Government adopt have in my belief 
proved to be necessary for the preservation of life and property. II 
the persons who are detained are brought to open trial witneoses would 
be required. We have had evidence of wbai then will happen, we 
WDuld not get a single conviction. We have bad evidence quit# Intd^T 
ol thia when witnesses forgot everything. We have htA aleo endaoee 
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of one witness who was shot after having given his evidence in a conrt. 
The only way in which the Government can deal with a situation like 
the present is the way in which Government is doing it. 

Sir, we on this side of the House are accused of lack of sympathy. I 
would assure the House that we are all in sympathy with the people in 
their attempt to gain their freedom. But unfortunately, Sir, we are 
trying at the present moment to deal with revolution and this is the 
only method that is' left for the Government to take care of the lives 
and property of its citizens, and not jeopardise them. We are all 
anxious to have an advance on constitutional lines; evolution not 
revolution, and I do not think there is a single member in this House 
who is not in sympathy with the question of real advance on 
constitutional lines. Sir, with these few words I oppose the resolution. 

Hr, W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. President, Sir, I am reluctant to 
speak unprepared on so difficult a subject as this when any ill-chosen 
word may do harm : but Mr. Chatter jee has put a question to the 
European group and since we are not in a position to defer answering 
it by asking for formal notice, I shall do my best to answer him on 
the spot. 

We British people are brought up in proper respect for the law 
and custom of the constitution and with an admiration for the majesty 
of Parliament. But we all know in our l><)neH that if any 
danger threatened the State which recjuireil special weaiwns. Parliament 
would not hesitate to arm the Government with those weapons, nor 
would Government hesitate to use whatever weapons it thou;ght 
necessary and find them w'herever it could. Fortunately we have 
not lind in hhigland any recent example of this nec'essity, nothing which 
exactly (‘on'esponds to the subject that w’e are debating here. But in 
ihe years of danger, 1JM4-1918, there were considerable restraints placed 
on private lil^erty both by Parliament and by executive actions and 
the British public accepted tliciii as necessary. Ix>iig before that, there 
was a much more serious encroachment upon the liberty of the people 
in the days of the younger Pitt, Mr. (Shatter jee, who is a keen student 
of c(m8titiitiomil history, will remember that Pitt w’as faced with very 
dangerous conspiracies and he fought them with all the powers that he 
could get either from Parliament or elsewhere, by secret committees, by 
executive ordinancCvH and by eveiy* other weapon possible, and hiatorians 
without exception I l)elieve have justified his action. 

Now, Sir, I refer to these not for any pleasure in indulging in 
historical memories but as an opportunity for commending to the notice 
of the House a I'ommenl of Iiord Rosebery on these events, a commeui 
that is a fundamentitl principle of the philosophy of Qovemmeat 
What he said eras': ^'What has been rendered abortive, it is oommoii to 
Ihink, would never have possessed vitality.” 
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liti other words, it is natural for ns to helieTe that if a danger never 
evtntnates into calamity there was never any danger at all Now, m 
this principle laid down by ^jord Rosebery we may find an* indication 
of the justification for these special measures and of the defencelessness 
of the Government of Bengal, against attacks of this kind, lw*cause, 
just in the degree in which Government action prevents danger from 
eventuating into calamity, in pret'isely the same degree the entice and 
detractors of Government are able to maintain that there was never 
any danger or any need for spec ial measures. We, in this House, hate 
these special measures of legislation and special ordinances, and the 
Government hales tliein no less than any of ns. I believe that there has 
been a note in s{)me of the speeches delivered this afterntnin implying that 
Government revels in this opportunity to make the ])eople miserable. 
Now, the Government of Bengal, like other Governments in India, is 
harassed to-day with a very heavy load of unpopularity merely Wnuse 
it is a Government carrying out a constitution which at present is 
ausperted by, and disapproved of by, very many of the people of this 
country; and men of much less intelligence than the iuemlM*rs of the 
Government of Bengal would hesitate twenty times, a hundred times, 
before voluntarily adding to their burden of unixipulnrity. The 
Government of Bengal in the diw’hurge of its functions has taken u|k)Ii 
itself this tremendous load of unpopularity. It has not done M) for 
any purpose of its own other than the faithful discharge of its duty. 

As regards Mr. Chutterjeo’s (piestion ; ‘*I)o we approve of any 
Indian Member being in Mr. Prentice’s place?” I think I may answer 
that we expect that in the near future; and if that change comes ulMiut, 
the European Members of this House and the Euro])eaii residents of 
this Pnivince will presumably accept that change as cheerfully, as 
loyally and as obediently as any one else. (Hear, bear). 

liCt me remind the House that Mr. Prentice in charged with the 
duty of doing Lis work to the utmost of his strength and ability and 
courage, so that when he or any successor hands over that high office 
to an Indian successor, he may hand it over strong in good traditions. 


Babtt MTINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, Mr. Wonlsworth has culleil 
the attention of the House to some historical precedents. The resolu- 
tion deals with a situation which, as Mr. Wordsworth has pointed out, 
is an exceedingly difficult one. The Criminal I^w Amendment Art 
has been requisitioned to detain these men with the object of stamping 
out terrorism from this Province, Now, lei us see whether hisioHeal 
precedents lead us to hold that a measure like this it likely to stamp 
out terronam. The revolutionary movement raised its head in Bengal 
ae tome of us will remember, about the year 1900 or 1907, when i 
large number of special measures like those that we have had recently 
were promulgated dealing with the liberty of the press, with the 
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lib«rty of public speech, end with the peieo&al libeiiy el the subject. 
The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act did not exist in those daps. 
But Begulation III was availed of and a certain number of pe<qde, 
mostly leaders, were detained without trial. Well, so far as we can 
see the result was that while there were then only about 200 or 300 
persons concerned in the movement the result of those measures was 
that there was a very large number of people who became so disaffected 
that it was not very difficult to turn some of them into revolutionaries. 


4-30 p.m. 

These measures continued up to 1911. By 1911 the area of 
dihsatisfaciion had grown much wider and deeper than it was in 1900 
or 1907. Then take 1914, when a large number of persons were 
detained under the Defence of India Act, which was something like the 
Defence of the Realm Act, and the result was that the dissatisfaction 
increased still more, and we heard in those days cases of importation 
of arms and so forth, and the movement which had been without 
organisation and isolated grew more and more organised and wider, in 
area, so that these measures which were <'arried out vigorously and for 
a good length of time, did not succeed in acliieving the object with 
which they were adopted. We are fa<‘ed at tlie present moment with 
the terrorist movement; this Council or at least a great majority of 
this (ouncil want that movement to be stamped out as soon as possible. 
The question is as to whether the inenKure which Government have 
taken in detaining without trial and for an indefinite period a large 
fiumber of per.sons, is a measure whii-h will be effective in achieving 
the object that the Government have in view. AVe know and it so 
happened that the pemus who were then inembers of the Government 
and to some extent responsible for the inijirisonment or detention of 
certain persons in 1908, had to admit later on that some of those persons 
had lieen detained without any justificufion, and the result of that 
detention was that a great many more people became dissatisfied with 
the Oovenunent, and bvst faith in Government, and those who were 
young among them, those whose mental balance was unsteady, naturally 
became embittered against the Government. That was the position. 
So should we take measures which are likely to lead to a contingency 
like that?' Should w’e take these measures now wlien the Government 
is unfortunately not a popular Government in the sense that the 
Oovemment represented the mind of the people? Government has 
iMlopted these steps after consideration tti eonieroy and the public 
have had no. opportunity of knowing or ascertaining as to why a 
pniiionlar measure is being taken, nor the public or the leadm of the 
l^ublki were taken into confidence when a particular measure or poli^ 
k akipted. Hiat, by itself, oreataB a sense of grievance, a very grant 
nsnse wf gnevanoe, amongst tbe peo|de, msny el wbem would met 
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^lUll^rwiiie ha>¥e it. Con^titut^ %8 ih© Qovemm^&t i| il| r9f{to&|iUli|y 
y tK© ^att©r i© ^i©at©r. It should so proceed that whea | 
pfular system of Government comes into being, that Government jpy 
not be working in an almost retaliatory spirit. But unfortun^li^y 
^e present Government is handling the situation in a way which |t©4 
in the past to nowhere or to greater and greater disaster. The Goverp- 
ment has been following the same course now, and the natural resn|t 
will undoubtedly follow. It may be urgml, and it Las been urged by 
llr. Campbell Forrester, that the really guilty, cannot be triwl in the 
ordinarj^ way because the witnesses are ternirisetl, ami there is difficulty 
in obtaining evidenc'e, so u regular trial cannot he had. No doubt it 
may be so in some enses, hut if you study the history of the terrorist 
movement here you will find tliat from 1JK17 onwards of the jKwple 
who w’ere bn)iight to trial in the ordinary way, nearly IM) jht cent, 
were convicted, and you had no difficulty in finding witnesses who 
came forward to t(*stity ’I’liosc arc fa<‘ls. The biggc.st case in 
connection with the revolutionary' iiiovonient in those early days was 
known as the Alipore Bomb case; it was a long trial and the number 
of ui’cused wuh large, there were a large number of witnesses. The 
bearing took nearly a year. It showed that witnesses (ould come 
forward openly in court and wdubl te.stify ni spite of threats ; there were, 
I believe, threats, but that did not deter the witnesses from (oiuing 
forward and giving their testimony in open court. Thei'e were various 
other coses, the IlowTah conHpiru< y <*ase, the l)at*ca ciinspiracy case, an<^ 
so on; all of them went to open trial and ende<l in c<»nvic(ion, and the 
public were satisfied with the open |>o[icy of the (i(»vernment. Why 
ahould (b)\ernment now gt» back from the methods of the tweiitieili 
century to those of the thirteenth or fmirtt'enth century ^ A policy of 
j*cpres.sion like this cannot hut create a f4‘eliiig of distrust and want of 
confidence in the (iovernment that tlie people are not being governed 
in the way in which they should he governed according to present day 
stuDdards. We on this side of the House, a great many of us oppoeed 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act on the ground t}i;«t in prut t ic e the 
policy underlying it had been found to he defective. It is for that 
rea.Hon lunv that we support this resolution as the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment has failed to achieve its object. 

Maillvi ABUL KASEM: It is with some diffidence that I rise to 
©peak on this motion. Nobody con deny that the (Viminal Iaw 
A mendment Act is a lawless law, and nobody can deny that it is 
against the established cusUim of jurisprudenc'e to have any person 
imprisoned without an open trial, but at the same time wre cannot forget 
that an extraordinary situation recpiires extraordinary' measures, and 
we cannot deny that at the present moment the situation in the country 
is not only extraordinary, but of a dangerous character. My friend 
w. Basu gave a ©hort bittory of the terrorist movement in Ben|^ and 
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hB supported open trial of the detenus on the ground that in the 
Alipore Bomb case witnesses came forward and gave evidence. (A 
voice: One witness.) One of the witnesses came forward and gave 
evidence and therefore it can be expected fairly that witnesses will 
come forward and give evidence and the court, if the evidence is 
satisfactory, will convict the accused and action will be taken against 
all these revolutionaries. But my friend should remember that there 
is a good (leal of difference between 1907 and 1932. There is one thing 
more he should also remember that that was one of the first trials of 
the anarchists in open court. What happened to the witnesses 
afterwards that had come forward since? They have had to suffer, 
and if I am not mistaken one of them was shot dead — the man who 
reported the manufacture of bombs was shot dead in the Alipore jail. 
The terrorist movement, everybody agrees, has to be eradicated, but 
the question is how can it he eradicated? There has been, though it 
has not been mentioned here, but outside this House there has been a 
cry that the remedy is to release all these prisoners, to grant an 
amnesty and to repeal these harsh measures, and thus create a calm 
atmosphere for the consideration of the constitutional reforms, and 
that will bring peace and tranciuillity to the land. Naturally this is a 
reasonable argument, but unfortunately for us in this country that 
argument was raised many times, and past experience has shown that 
it is fallacious; because when an opportunity was taken in connection 
with the introduction of Reforms in 1920, and whenever such steps 
were taken, it was proved in the long run that instead of creating peace 
and tranquillity, it has added to terrorism. (A voice: But the 
Refonns were a sham.) The Reforms may he a sham, but what I want 
to know is, is that any excuse for terrorism if any measure of Govern- 
ment is put into action against whic,h there is public indignation? 
Unfortunately in this country, this agitation and anarchism and 
terrorism grow' up wdien the question of the consideration of new 
Reforms comes up. It was in 1920 there was a violent agitation ; why, 
because the Reforms were a sham ! The alternative was for things to 
remain as they were. Were you satisfied with the constitution that 
was in existence in 1910? It was thrust upon the people, no doubt, but 
the people could very' w^ell say, continue the constitution of 1918. 
Equally we might now say that we want to stick to the conatitution 
of 1920. The question is, does this band of young men think that by 
this sort of terrorism and by anarchist movement they can make the 
British people hand over more power to that section of the community 
which has been a menace to the peace of the country? 

446 p.ro. 

Sir, the situation is really very grave. My friend Mr. Bara mnel 
remember that so far as this province is concerned, the position is ilt]% 
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tliil on account of this terrorist movement, on account of the terrorist 
propaganda, public opinion is not allowed to be expressed. If any 
man, particularly belonging to the community to which my friend 
belongs, has the courage to speak out his mind in any form about the 
political situation which does not tally with the opinion of the 
Congressman, his life will l>e made miserable. The doors of his 
dwelling houses are besmeared with night soil. He is not allowed to 
carry on his occupation. Not to speak of the city of Calcutta but also 
in the mufassal, if fathers of children and schcKd boys have the courage 
to say anything against the terrorist movement or against the Congress 
movement, their children are jeered at, laughed at, and their daughters 
are not allowed to be married. This is the fonn of terrorism that is 
curried on. I do not say that the methods adopted by the Clovernment 
are the only methods or the true methods, but when the people of ibis 
country cannot by any means either stop this lern)riHt movement or 
check it, or have the courage to speak against the movement, then we 
have no other alternative but to let the Government do what they are 
doing. We must give them a fair chance. But the main question 
still remains. I charge the Government of Bengal with their neglect 
in this matter. When this terrorist movement broke out, I am not 
speaking of 1907, or of 1911, but I am coming down to recent times — 
only in the year 1930 when students of Goveriiinent hostels and Go%'em- 
ment colleges celebrated the 20th of January by illumination of hostels, 
by singing slogans and by music and demonstration in the streets and 
when the matter was brought to the notice of the Government, the 
Government said that it was a childish freak. So it was. But it had 
a bad effect on the public mind at large, Mind Government had allowed 
this to occur. And then when it has grown serious, (b»vernment has 
to take drastic measures to combat it and they find it difficult now to do 
•o. The situation is that we, the people of this country, have not been 
able or have not the inclination to do anything to meet this terrorist 
organisation^ and the terrorist movement./ No doubt these things have 
been condemned at many meetings, at the meetings of the Calcutta 
Corporation and other places, and resolutions have Wen passed 
condemninjg these terrorist outrages, but we know at the same time that 
the resolutions passed by these bmlies are not worth the paper on which 
they are written because they did not express the real feelings of the 
people who passed it. Secondly, there is a very large majority of 
people who at heart abhor these outrages, do not sympathise with 
them, condemn them, but are so situated that they have not the courage 
to speak out their mind. In the circumstances, what is the remedy but 
to let the Government to have a trial. A suggestion has been made, 
Sir, that the portfolio of “law and order” should be transferred to an 
Indian. I certainly would support that motion because that will give 
thie Council nn opportunity of exercising its responsibility and the 
ttember in diarge will be able to show whether he realises tihal 
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fiiimiibiltiy not. I doub^ very rauc|i if a|i 
viU try to up ibis reaponsibilify apd incur popular pdiifip. 
Anybody wbo ie charged with this responsibility of m^ntaining *%w 
and order*’ in thi^ country at the present moment is sure to get all the 
odium possible and perhaps his life will not be worth much. (A voic^ : 
You will be put in charge.) 1 would not take that responsibilijty 
because I value my life more than my job. 

This resolution was tabled long before the Ordinances came into 
existence and now that the Ordinances have come, this resolution has 
lost much of its iinpoHance, because without the Criminal IjUW 
Amendment Act, Government is now authorised to arrest any man it 
likes. Certainly as Mr. Gupta has said, the bulk of the detenus are at 
least dangerously inclined towards violence. They are, T think and T 
also think that Government will not deny that there are a number of 
innocent persons who have been put into the jail. There is no doubt 
about it, and although I am not a lawyer, T know that the British 
jurisprudence or the British law says that 99 per < ent. of the guilty 
persons should be let off rather than one innocent man should be 
punished. Tliut is true. Tinder the English jurisprudence, we get more 
of law and legal technicalities than absolute justice and good 
administration. The question i.s if that policy is to be followed, where 
will it lead to? Nobody can deny that this terrorist movement is the 
result of a pernicious agitation and propaganda that is being carried 
on. I am told by one of my friends that yim cannot stop it. I admit 
that w© cannot stop it and I admit that you cannot stoj> it unless you 
imprison tlie whole country. But I say this, that if that is so, why not 
let Government have u chance of trying to stampede it out, and if they 
fail, then it will be fi^r us to consider what is to be done. We have been 
told that in 1907, coiifineuient of these detenus gave rise to a very 
larger number of people joining Uje rev(dutionury party (»r having 
sympathy with them. So fur as it goes, it is true. At that time Mr. 
Basu will remember that politically minded people hud, when these 
outrages took place, the courage to speak out their minds, and they 
hud at leuvst the inclination m»t only to condemn these things but to 
fijght it and orgaiiise themselves for this purpose. You may remember 
that in 1912 these things were practically wiped out. The movement 
again came into existenc'e much longer after that time. At that time 
ibis terrorist movement came into existence ns a result of a particular 
amasure taken by Goveruiuent, namely, the partition of Bengal. Th^t 
wae the WTusiou then, hut on this occasion there have Wn no such 
measure! taken by Government which has exasperated the popular 
miud. This time it is the anticipation that the reforms, whenever they 
sure brought into operation, wil} not be satisfoi'tory and will be nothing 
jbut n sbflini. I think thfti we must give credit to the (government, ^jf 
|lpt to |he of Bengal, to the Qovmmeni of J.ndia |hf 
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lliiidi GoTenii]ient--4lie credit that they in ikeir titni kave done tkair 
keel to solre the consiitotional proklem. I tay, witk a full ol 
te^nsibility, that the policy of the Conirrees i« not to ir«t on to tke 
path of progress and bring about constitutional changes for tha 
advancement and welfare of the people of the country, but simply to 
carry on an agitation and keep themselves in the limelight for purposes 
which are well known to the country 

[Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seal] 

Baby KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHUflls Sir, I to suppoH 
thin resolution. In the first place. I mu.Ht nay that I could not folloir 
the previous speaker when he Hui<l that the life of any one speaking 
against the (iongress would Iw* tiiude uiihearuhle.. Does he mean to Miy 
that the (\mgres8 movement Iuh got the Hvmpathy of the majority of 
the iieople?" Sir, I for mys<“lf can say that I have many things to say 
against the (^mgress, and I do not think that my life has Iwen mads 
uul>earahle hy the {'ongress people. Sir, my I'eusou f«>r KUpfmiting this 
resolution is this, that at leaist it is a verv expensive measure that the 
(foveniment has incurred in detaining hundreds of )>ersons. I do not 
see why this unnecessary expenditure should he ineuried. We are not 
satisfied with tin- leaMuis j;iven. What jiistificutioii is there for this 
unnecessary expend it ure!" I think if you have got evidence against 
these persons why not bring them before the courts The expenditure 
at least will he much The resedution auggesta that all detenus 

should be released. Ihit it doea not suggest that if there ia suHicieni 
evidence against any particular fierson, he should he released. Such 
j>enioiis may he puiiishwl in a cfuirt of law instead of being detained 
under the provisions of the Hengal (Vitiiiiial laiw Amendment Act. Sir, 
we often hear that (Government are in difficulties for want of funds, 
and yet we go on with tliis iiiinecesNary expeniiiture. I may aav that 
expenditure can he greatly minimised hv having these peraoiiH tried in 
a (ourl of law, and (Government must release these jiersons if they are 
(uquitted. If they are Hiihse<juently sus^iected, they may lie detained 
in their homes. In that <ase at least their lives W'otild la* saved. Sir, 
the Hijli imddent has clearly proved that their lives arc not safe in 
the detention camps. 

5 p.m. 

If these men were kept as ordinary prisoners then the situation 
would be safer than if they are kept in detention caiti{>s. What 
happened at Hijli may happen again at any lime. 

Sir, ft has been said that ibess pHsoners are very comfortable, but 
I besitaie to accept it because I kiMW that detention without trial ji 
ubraye iHslaaiehi] 4o a man. If ikera are any recMonable grounds lor 
putting a man in deiention, do so by #U means^ but givo hi# jgi 
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opportunity of being tried with evidence, of testing the evidence by 
cross-examination and if he is found guilty let him then be imprisoned ; 
but if they are not guilty why give them this unnecessary trouble and 
create a situation of panic in the country? What is the use of saying 
that evidence in such cases will not be forthcoming, simply because 
witnesses will not be bold enough to come forward and give evidence in 
open court? I am not prepared to accept it because on many occasions 
such evidence has been tendered without danger to the lives of the 
witnesses. So this argument does not contain much substance. 

8ir, we have been told that very soon another series of reforms will 
be introduced and we shall be given responsible government. I do not 
know, Sir, what sort of responsible government and what sort of consti- 
tution will be (‘onferred on us. We were given assurances in 1919 that 
real responsible government would be granted to us but within the 
next two or three years we were disillusioned and who knows that 
similar disillusionment may not be in store for us this time also? Too 
much time has already been wasted in deliberation and if Government 
really desire that this teiTorist movement should be suppressed and the 
country restored again to its calm and quiet, then the sooner they grant 
the reforms the better for the country. 

With these words I support the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: T want to make 
a request on behalf of the Muhammadan members of this House. It is 
very inconvenient for us to stay in the House after 5*15 because the 
Rojn time is 5-45, when we have to break our fast. To do that we must 
reach our homes in time. Even if it be necessary to sit earlier we are 
prepared to do that but we cannot stay here after 5-15. It is very 
difficult for us to sit till 5-30. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Has the House any objection to this? 

[No objection tins taken.] 

Very well, as there is no objection, I will adjourn the House at 
5-16 p.m. 

MiUlvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Any sort of trouble in the body 
politic must we looked upon with disfavour by people who really have 
the peace of the country at heart. We have all witnessed the way in 
which things are moving. We are asked to be loyal and to betake 
ourselves away from the stiff fight that is now going on between the 
revolutionaries on the one hand end the Government on the other. The 
one terrorises the other like one wrestler trying to overthrow the other 
in this game of acquiring supremacy. The revolutionary hy his 
terrorism tries to overawe the Government and Government in Uietr 
turn try to overawe them through their Ordinances, with the result that 
we, the people, find ourMlvet in a very difficult position. 
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But now the point is whether this resolution which recommends the 
rdease of political priaoners and the cxmsequent repeal of the Bengal 
(Mminal Q[iaw Amendment Act^ 1930, will be conducive to the 
re-establishment of peace in the country or not. That ih the point that 
we have got to think about. Sir, we know of the political theories of 
the days of the younger Pitt in the 20’s and HO’s of the last century and 
we also know of the political philosophy of the lust 2(1 years. During 
the war, emergency legislation had l>een intnuluced in England which 
generally created inconvenience for the people, but may 1 ask my friend 
if he can point out one instance even during the war time when people 
were detained without trial)^ Detention camps were established but 
people were never detained there without trial for a single day. 
Inconvenience was certainly caused by tampering with the liberty of 
the people, but people who were n<jt guilty were never detuinetl for long. 
Sir, it is a very dangerous thing from the point of view of the health 
of the body politic to detain without trial people for an indefinite period 
of time and it is more dangerous for a Government to set an example 
of that. We have all seen the effect of repression upon the people. 
Many persons have pointed out that anan hy is increasing rather than 
decreasing as a result of the Ordinances. The only thing, therefore, 
that we shall have to ntt^^nd to is to have recourse to measures that will 
improve the situation, and if this measure, the Bengal (^riminal I^w 
Amendment Act with all the conse<|uences that it has brought alwut, 
has not produced the desired results, the only conclusion is that it 
should l>e done way with as .*MK)n us possible. 1 know that Government 
must preserve law and order but if the exercise of those emergency 
powers does not pioduce law and order, those pow'ers should be 
considered to have been wrongly adopte<l and wrongly exercised. In 
this connection 1 am reminded of a story of u man belonging to the 
Salvation Array walking in JMccadilly. He was met by a friend of 
his who asked him where he was going. He nnswercMl that he was 
searching for the road to salvation. He was again asked by his friend 
as to how long lie was engaged in that search, to which be rejoined that 
he was doing so for the last 20 years. His friend remarked that if hii 
20 years’ search for road to salvation had brought him to Pic’cadilly he 
must searc'h for another road. So I must tell Go%*ernment that if after 
25 years of repression and ordiiian<*es they have not yet found the road 
to law and order they must change the rood and lake t(> a new path. 
If 25 years of repression and ordinances have brought them to this that 
not a month passes in w hich we do not hear of violence and crimes being 
committed in the country they must choose another road — a road that 
will lead them to the goal which they desire to reach. (Interruption.) 
Sir, I am asked what is that road? I say, Sir, if that road is wrontg 
find out another road but the first and prime nec^essity for Government 
is the abandonment of that road. Unless they abandon the old road 
they cannot find out the correct one. Bepression does not heal 
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tirromm. Sir, perhaps it will be digression for me to indulge 
in history, as history has been indulged in by rarious speakers befoiw, 
but if we searched history we would find that in France its 
government was carried on during the reigns of Louis XII 
to Louis XIV by means of the lettren des ratchet and Bastille. With 
what result? With the result that thousands of men were arrested and 
spirited away to unknown destinations and confined within the Bastille. 
We have it from Victor Hugo that at last the Bastille was answered by 
the guillotine introduced by the French revolution. So, if by this sort 
of policy Government have brought about this state of affairs in the 
country, it is time they considered whether that is the right policy, 
and, if not, to decide on a pi-oper remedy. I need hardly say that this 
repressive policy has produced a distemper of remedy in the body 
politic in Bengal and it is a disease which recpiires the abandonment 
of the medicine itself, so that it mijght bring in health to the country. 
Again, I am reminded of a story in one of the dramas of Moliere, in 
which a doctor was being examined as to wliat he would do if a man 
were ill. He replied that he would bleed him ; if he sank, he would 
bleed him more, and if he collapsed he would bleed him still more. 
Bleeding was the only remedy he knew of. Similarly, Ordinance is* 
the only remedy known to Governinout and, therefore, the effect of their 
action is nothing to be astonished at. An ennnent physician, I 
believe Sir Alexander Haig, gave another very beautiful illustration. 
He says that in the eaily days wdien a patient wa.s sinking the only 
remedy that used to he prcserihed was a stimulant, i /r., w'hisky ; if the 
patient sank, more whisky, and if the patient collapsed, still more 
whisky, and if he died, it was because they did not give him enough 
whisky. So the Government seem to think that if they fail to preserve 
law and order it is hiH'ause they did not take measures more repressive, 
if the (Joveniraent sinks, more whisky, if the Government collapses, 
still more whisky and if the Government dies it is because Mr. Prentice 
did not get enough whisky. 


Adjoummaiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 24K) p.m., on the 3rd February, 
1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council HouMp 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 3rd February, 1932, at 2-30 p.m. 


Mr. President ^the Hon’lde Unja Sir Manm^tha Nath Ray 
OHArwirBi, KT., of SuntoslO, in the Chair, the four Hon 'hie Membera 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and lOT nominated 
and elected members. 


SUrrod Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Waterworics soheme at ila}tfiahi. 

Ml Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS Will the Hon^le 

Minister in charg^e of the I/nal Self-fiovenimenl Department be pleased 
to state — 

0) what progi'pSN ha.s been niiwle with the scheme for starting water- 
works at Itajshahi ; and 

(ii) when is it likely that the scheme will be taken upP 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon*blo Mr. Bijoy Prasail Singh Roy): (/) A sketch 
projc<‘l has hct*n saiutioiHMl for a M heiiie at a cost f>f Hs. 3,30,300. 

(If) Work cannot begin till detailed estiiiintes have been submitted 
and sanctioned ami Iwal contributions have l»eeii raised. Some diffi- 
culty appears to have l»een found in realising these in full. 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Will the HoiCble Minister 
be pleased to state what provision has been made in the next year’s 
budget so that the work can Ik* started ns soon as local contributions 
have beeu raised? 

Tlia HoiPMo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROVl Provision baa 
been made as far as I know ; but I cannot giV^ the figtita* 
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DifitJiiur diitrlel 

*13« Mauivi HA88AN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the number of the members constituting Dinajpur dis- 
trict board; 

(ii) how many out of the number are elected and how many are 
nojtiinated ; and 

(Hi) of the inenil)er8 who were returned in the year 1931 to district 
board as elected by the local boards, how many were nomi- 
nated by Government to the local boards and how many were 
elected to the local boards? 

(b) Is it not a fact that out of total strength of 27 in the Dinajpur 
district board, 19 memlKirs, i.e., constituting more than two-thirds of 
the total number have been Government representatives? 


The Hon’ble Mr, BldOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) (0, (H) and 

(Hi) A statement showing the constitution of the Dinajpur district board 
with reference to these inquiries is laid on tlie table. 

(h) One-third of the members are nominated and two-thirds elected 
by membei’H of local boards from their own elected and appointed 
memlwrs. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred 
question No, 13. 

Oonstitutiofi of tlio Dinajpur clittriot board. 

Nominated. 

1. Civil Surgeon, Dinajpur. 

2. Subdivisional Officer, Sadar. 

3. Subdivisional Officer, Balorghat. 

4. Subdivisional Officer, Thakurgaon. 

5. Bai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 
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6. Baba Premhari Barman. 

7. Maulvi Syeci Abdur Rauf. 

S. Maulvi Nasiruddiii Alimmi Chaudbury. 
S. Maulvi Tafiruddiu Ahmed Chaudbury. 


Elected by Sadar local lK>ard. 

10. Maulvi Osman (tani Chaudbury.* 

11. Babu Nalini Mohnn Sinhn.t 

12. Maulvi Mobiuddin Ahmed Chaudbury.* 

13. Maulvi Afazuddin Ahmed.* 

14. Babu Manmatha Nath Kundu.t 

15. Maulvi Nehaluddiii Ahmed.* 

IG. Maulvi Saifuddin Ahme<l.* 

Elected b\ Thuktir^aon liM*al lM>ard. 

17. Babu (firimlra Chandra Chaudhurv.t 

18. Babu Be|iin Bihari Sarkar.'t’ 

19. Balm Mathura Nath Da^.t 
IHh Babu Durtradas Mukherji.* 

*21. Maulvi Mahuminad Aminullab.| 

'22. Maulvi Badaruddin Ahmed.t 

KlfN'ted by Halur^bat IrHal boat'd. 

23. Babu Manmatha Kumar Hoy.* 

24. Maulvi Abdur Rauf shah Chaudbury. t 

25. Babu Oanjceeh Chandra Chatterjee.f 

26. Maulvi Amiruddin Ahmed Chaudbury.* 

27. Babu Jofradiswar Saha.t 

* Eleelad member of local board. 

t I fan ber appointed by Comroimioncf to local board aadar caoilon 11, Local ML 
Government Act. 

X Membar appointed by Oommimloner to local boaid in default of daotloa tmdor 
aaetioo 10, Local Self-OoTammciil Act. 


7 
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Pay antf altoiirafieat of Banttaiy liupMarB. 

M4. Mr. SARAT CHANDRA DALt (a) U the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local S^f-Oovernment Department aware that there is 
no uniformity in the pay, travelling allowances, office allowances and 
house allowanc'CH, Hanctioned by the district boards to the Sanitary 
Inspectors appointed under the Itural Health Organisation Scheme of 
Bengal? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government intend to take to make the payment of these pay and 
allowances uniform, and when? 


The Hofi*hie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) A copy of 
Local Self-Government Department’s circular No. 141-4oP.H., dated 
14th January, 1929, which allows district l>oards a certain measure of 
discretion in this resi>ect, is laid on the table. 

(b) Government adhere to the policy explained in this circular. 


Circular referred to in the amwcr to clause ia) of starred question No. 14. 

Nos. 141-45 IMl., dated Calcutta, the 14th January, 1929. 

Fn)in J. G. Druiumond, Es(|., i.i .s., Secretaiy to the (ioveiument of 
Bengal, Ixical Self-Gmernment I>epartment, 

To— All Commissioners of Divisions. 

W l nlitir i n i l n ry : Tlis HMnSs Bala Ba apaai ra Naraiaa atota Baliaiar, st Natkipar. 

I am directed to refer to this Department ciirular letters No.s. 1078- 
1082 JMI., dated the 23nl May, 1927, and Nos. 72-76 T.-P,H., dated 
the 12th October, 1927, regarding the establishment of a public health 
organisation for rural areas. Government agreed to pay a subsidy 
equivalent to the actual expenditure incurred subject to a maximum of 
K». 2,000 per annum for each unit on certain conditions — 

(1) that the district boards .satisfied the Director of Public Health 
that the necessary' minimum health staff had been appointed 
for each Iwiit, and 

(ID ikmi diiimt boards must not reduce their axisting scale of 
expenditure on public health ac^mtiaa* 
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ft was (^uggesiad that the approximate coat per unit might be as 
fcdkwe: — 


Rs. 


One Awsistaiit Health Officer (on c<»usolitlated pay 
including travelling and house allowances) 
District Board Pmvident Fund contribution 
One Health Assistant 
One carrier 


P»r roatMMA. 

100 

6 

22 

17 


145 

X \2 


Per annum 1,740 
Contingen(‘Ie^ inclmling drugs and ilisinfectants . . ‘J60 

Total annual cost per unit . 1^,000 


It was |>ointed out that the scheme did not necessarily insist on the 
adoption by the district boards concerned of the staff mentioned alM)ve, 
but allowed a considerable elasticity to (he local lM>dies in < h(H>Hing an 
efficient public health staff for the units in consultation with (he Director 
of Public Health, that the rates of pay might vary ttccx)rding to districts, 
that some district boards might prefer to employ trained Hanitary 
inspectors rather than sub^assistant surgeons with public health training 
ns their Assistant Health Officers, 

As there appears to be some misunderstanding of the position, it is 
desirable to state again that the scale of expenditure for each unit 
including rates of pay and allowances may be fixed by the district 
boards acconling to local conditions subject to the approval of the 
Director of Public Health. Where trained sanitary inspectors are 
employed (be recognised scale of pay, Rs, 50 — 5 100, is the one to 
which approval will be given ; the rates of fniy for assistant health 
officers and health assistants may be progressive with separate convey- 
tmot mid hmiM allowaiioes, or a ocmiolidatad pay iacluding such allow* 
anoua may he fixed lar both classes of offiomi. Provident Fund contri* 
baliDiis for hath cl a t e es of officers but net lor carriers, who are contin- 
Wmef meeiak, may also he included in the coet ol the unit. It is 
deeirable to have a fixed conveyance allowance rather than to grant 
tmvelling allowanoe based on journeys purfonned in order to avoid the 
dermal work involved in dealing with travelling allowance bills. 

Leo»e4Mldhegraaiadtoaesi^ etfeeee and health amiel. 
Mii at a ikm when el ie met aaeaeeary to eaqdaf a eabeltMe m afiam 
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it u poMible to place one officer in charge of two units temporarily for 
the period of the leave. If a substitute is employed, the cost may be 
included in the cost of the unit, but it is expected that this will seldom 
be necessary. The total annual expenditure for a unit which Oovemment 
ore prei)ared to grant is limited to Rs. 2,000. If a district board fixes 
a scale of expenditure for a unit or incurs expenditure on a unit in 
excess of Rs. 2,000, it should arrange to meet the extra cost from its 
own funds. 

The cost of any extra office establishment employed in district board 
offices as a result of expansion of the public health work is not an item 
which comes u'ithin the cost of these units. District boards should make 
provision for sucli office esta’blishment from their own funds. 

I nni to request that the district lK)ards in your division may be 
asked to furnish Government by the 15th May, 1929, after the district 
l)oaril accounts tt)r 1928-29 have been made up, with a statement show- 
ing particulars of health units that worked during 1928-29 in the follow- 
ing form : — 

DUtrict, 


Hi'alth unit. 

Date of opening . 

Expenditure 
actually incunwi 
for the year 
1928*29 

Annual ficale of 
expenditure 
approved for the 
unit. 

1 

*> 

3 

4 



Rh. a. p. 



R*. 

Total expenditufv on hoaltli unit 

Total duitriot boord expenditure on public health purpoeee in 
1028*20 deducting Oovemment oontributionii 

In filling in column 3 all expenditure incurred after the 29th 
February, 1928, for the year ending 29tb February, 1928, should be 
excluded as the subsidy sanctioned with Government order No. 2691 
P.H., dated ihe 19th November, 1928, is to cover all deferred payments 
for that ]>eriod. 

In order to t-ee whether the first condition has been fulfilled the 
district hoards should be a&ked to specify in column 4 of the statement 
specified above, the annual scale of expenditure for the unit, via., pay 
and allowances, contingencies, etc., which have been sanctioned foreai^ 
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unit by the district board at a meeting and have been approved by the 
Directco* of Public Health. If the projwsed scale of ex|»enditure for 
each unit has not \yeen sanctioned by the district board at a meeting 
and sent to the Director of Public Health for approval, this should be 
done without delay. It should be noted that the amount pa^'able by 
Government as a subsidy is the amount actually spent on a unit whose 
health staff has Wn ai)i)roved subjeid to the maximum of Rs. ‘J.OOO for 
12 months’ expenditure. 

lu order to decide ^\lletllcr the other comlitioii ha> heeu fulfilled, 
\ ijj. , that distiK’t hoaids mu''t not leduce their exi.stni^ M‘tile of expeu* 
diture on public health, the total net amount of expenditurt* imurreil 
by district Iwards on (1) sanitatnui and vaccination, (2^ water-supply 
and water-works and (d) diainage, after tle<lucting (*< ntributions 
received from Government under these heads as well as contribution for 
public health units, should Ik* shown lielow the statement. If in the 
case of any district Inward the amount of a<'tual expenditure incurred by 
it falls short of the average expenditure for three years ending 11)20-27 
called for in this Department memorandum Nos. 2002-00 IMI., dated the 
Mtth NfA'pmher, 1028, this will lead to the conclusion that the otlier 
<ondition has not been fulfilhvl and the (lo^'e^nnlen1 sul)sidy payable 
to such hoard for j)uhlic liealtli units will he reduced atcordingly when 
the payment du<‘ for the \(‘ar 1028-20 js adjusted against tlie lulvances 
made. 


Travelling allowances to Municifial Commissioners living euUide 
municipal areas« 

M5. Haji LAL MUHAMMED: (n) Will the Ifon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Ixical Self-Govcrnnumt Ih'partmcnt Im* plcas(*4l state 
whether there are any orders of (Toveriiment j>roviding for the grant 
of travelling alh.waiice to Muiiidiwil tVmimissioiiers who attend a 
municipal meeting from tlndr jx-inument rc'>idcnci* .it :i distance finrii 
the municipal area‘s 

(6) If 80, what are the rates id travelling allowaim* j>resciilKsl hv 
such orders? 

The Hen’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Price ol MiHi b a mboo s in Chittagong. 

MS. Ha}i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member iA charge of the Irrigation Dejxirtnient lie pleuse<l to state 
whether he is aware that the price of Muli Immlioos has l)een coming 
down very considerably in rbittagong during the last 4 years? 
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ih) I» it a fact that the toll levied on Muli bamboos carried through 
the river has been raise<l now from 4 as. j)er hundred to 8 as. per 
hundred ? 

{c) Are the Oovtunment considering: the desirability of making a 
reasonable reduction in the present tollage on the said bamboos in 
the same manner as was done previously in the matter of boat and 
samjMin tollageP 

id) Have the Government received a prayer from the Chittagong 
public for such reduction? 

(c) If the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, what decision have the 
Government come to in this resj)ect? 

MEMBER in oh«rgt of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (thn 
Hon’ble Alhad| Sir AbMkerim Chuiraivi): (o) No. 

(h) Yes, in 192J1. 

(r) No. 

(</) No, but a reinesentatioii was received from some dealers in 
bamb(H)s. 

(e) Government have ascertain(‘d that the rate is not exct^ssive and 
have det’ided not to reduce it. 


Female vaooinaters. 

M7. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the I^kuI Self-Government FK^partment l>e please<l 
to state the names of districts whore female vaccinators were main- 
tained by the district iKwrds from the years 1928 to 1931? 

(h) Is it a fact that such female vaccinators were maintained by 
the Faridpur district Inaird duniig the said ]>enod? 

(r) Have the Government considered the question of the desirabi- 
lity of female vaccinators in districts for purdah ladies in preference 
to male vaccinators? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
simdal provision for female vaccinators in rural districts? 

Tht Hoil*bM Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: (a) Female 
vaccinators were emidoyed by the district boards ol BirUium, Midnn- 
pore, Nadia, Murshidabad, Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri, Malda, Paboa, Diaoca, 
Mymensingh, Faridpur and Chittagong during the year 1828-29. 
During the year 1929^ fmEnale vaccinators were employed only hy 
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tb« district boards of Murshidabad and Jalpaigun. No female vaccina- 
tor was maintained by any district board during* the year 1930-31. 

ih) See reply to clause (a). 

(c) The employment of an adequate number of female vaccinators 
as one of the conditions of the allotment from the provincial revenues 
to the district b<x\rds in aid of free vaccination was enjinned till the 
year 1929 when on the rei>resent4ition by the district Ixwnls this con- 
dition was relaxed for the i-easons explained in Dr. Bentley’s letter 
No. 5024-V., dated the 16th April, 1929, a copy of which is laid on 
the taWe. 

(d) No, for the reasons explained in l>r. Bentley’s letter. 


Letter referred to in the onntrer to rtause (r) of starred ijuestion 

.Vo. 17. 

No. 5024-V., dateil (’alcutta, the 16th April. 1929. 

From ])r. A. Bentley, M.n., n.r.H., d.t.m., & ir., Direitor of 
Public Health. Bengjd, 

To — The Secretary to the (iovernm(*nt of Bengal, fi<Mal S(»lf-(lovern- 
ment DetHirtinent. 

In Dr. KhainlHita’s lett«*r No. 9301-V., dated the 29th May, 1926, 
it wiis originally pr()jK>sed that one of the conditiims of tin* lu'ovincinl 
< onti ilmtions to the <listrict lioards on uccimnt (»f the cost of jnoviding 
free vaccination in rural aieas should U* the employment <»f an adeipiate 
numl>er of female vaccinators for localities requiring their services for 
purdah females. In Mr. Drummond’s letter Ni>s. 1302-1»%6 IMI., 
dated the 17th July, lf)26, addressinl to the (tommissi oners of Divisions, 
the Local Goveniment accej>tetl the projiosal with the result that, while 
allotting funds from provincial revenues to district Is^ards for free 
vaccination, the same condition has btH*n impcised annually. But the 
district hoards have since represented that, wherever female vaccina- 
tors have been emidoyed, even the nm^purdah femalee, who used 
formerly to take vaccination from male vamnators, are refuaing it 
from the latt^. On account of their financial stringency, difirioi 
boards are unable to employ a aeparate staff of female vacicinaiom for 
the whede female pt^laiton (both purdah and non-purdah). Female 
vaccinators are not available at leas than Ba. 40 a month, while the 
supply of suitable Candida te.s is extremely limited in every district. 
In ^e dreumstances, I propose to waive the conditaotn of employment 
of fenude vaoeinatfirs as a first dbargo on the allotments, both past and 
future. 
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Roid Roanli 

MS. BOm 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA; WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Tjocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number and names of the members taken from each of the 
districts of Bankura and Midnajx>re to the Road Board 
CJomraittee; 

(ii) the amount allottcMl each year since the beginning from the 
Provincial Iloml Bwird Fund to each of the said districts; 
and 

(Hi) the work d<me in the said two districts with the money sanc- 
tionwl hy (TO\’ernment on the recommendation of the Road 
Board Fund? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; {{) A cop> of 
Resolution No. date<l the 15th DecemW, 11)31, as 

amended to date constituting the Road Board for 1932 is laid on the 
table. It is l)eliove<l that none of the meml)erH resides in Bankura or 
Midnapore district. 

(u) and (Hi) The menii)er\s attention is invite<l to the reply to an 
unstamnl qu(*«tion to Is' asked by Tlaji Badi AhnuMl Chowdhury at 
this meeting. None of the ])r()jects sanctioned in the quinquennial 
progiarnnie traverses Bankura or Midnapore di.stiJct. 


Ifesolvtion referred to in the answer to elause (t) of starred question 

\o. IS. 

Resolution No. 5895L.S.-(i., datw) Calcutta, tub 15tu Decemju&r. 
1931, BY tub Govbiinmbnt or Benoal, Local Sei.f- Government 
Defahi-mknt, as AMENorm to date. 

Mlniitsrln-ahargfi Tht Hon'INt Mr. Biloy Prasad Singh Roy. 

The Gm ermuent of Bengal (Mini8tr>’ of liOCAl Self-Government 1 
are pleased to constitute a R<xul Board consisting of the foUowihg 
menjbers to advise Government on the pn>gramme for expenditure 
from gn»nt.s from the Central Hoad Fund, for the year 1932: — 

(1) 'rile Ilorrble Minister in charge of the Jjocal Self-Government 

Department, President. 

(2) Secret a to , the Government of Bengal, Finance Department. 

(3) Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Publio Worka Depart-. 

ment^ 
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(4) Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Local Self-Govern- 

ment Department. 

(5) Chief Engineer, Public Works Department. 

(6) Rai Keshab Chandra Banarji Bahadur, Chairman. Dacca 

district board, 

(7) Raja Moni Lai Singha Roy, c.i.K., Chairman, Burdwan dis- 

trict board. 

(8) Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, Chairman, Chittagong district 

board. 

(9) Maulvi Syed Xausher Ali, m.l.c.. Chairman, Jcssorc district 

bfMiid. 

(10) Sir Walter Lancelot Travers, kt.. (M.k., o.n.K., m.l.c. 

(11) Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur, i-epreaentative of the Bongo! 

National ChamlnM* of Commerce. 

(12) Mr. R. A. Towlcr. rei>resentativ(‘ of the Bengal ChamlM‘r of 

Commerce. 

(Id) Mr. f1. It. Funjuharaon, rejne.sentative of the Indian Rotuls 
and Transixud l)<‘veloi>inent A “.social ion. 

(14) Mr. T. B. N(H*ly, ('ommcrcial Traltic' Manager, Bengal-Nagpur 

Ibiihvay, icj>reseu<ative of Riiilway.s in Western Bengal. 

(15) Colonel F. M. Leslie, v.i).. representative of the Bengal Auto- 

mobile Assmiation. 

(10) Tmffic Manager, Ka.stern Bengal Baihvay, representative of 
IbiilvvayM in Fa.stern Bengal. 

(IT) Mr, J. W. Ros.s, repre.Hentative t)f Motor InduHtritvi AsHocia- 
tion. 

2. The B(Kml as constituted will hold office for the year 19t32. 
Orderofl that the nviolution he pithlt.shed in the ('almtt^i (rozefte 
and that copic.s of it he forwanled to the meml>er» of the Board . 


Appointatf Chalrmafi, Oistriot Board, MkNiaport. 

•IB, Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the ]joc 4 ii Self-(iovenimeiJt l>ej)urlment l)e plejisod to state whether it 
is a fact that the appointment of the official t^hairinan of the Midnapore 
dietrict Inxird was maile only for one year in su|»er8e««ion of the elected 
Chairman by notification No. 296L.S.-0., date<l the 13ih June, 1930? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be jdeased to state what action the Government have taken to 
Mtore the right of electing their Chairman by the said board after the 
expiry of the said term? 
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(c) If the right of election has not been restored, what are the 
reasons for the same ? 

ThB Hon’blB Mr. BUOY BRABAD SINGH ROY: (a) The appoint- 
ment (»f the District Magistrate as Chairman of the Midnapore district 
Ixjarrl was renewed for a period of one year in notification No. 2072, 
dated the 4th June, 1931. 

(h) See (a). 

(r) The reasons are summarised in the terms of a resolution adopted 
by the Midna^iore district board unanimously at a meeting held on the 
28th Februarv’, 1931, to the effect that — 

“In view of the precarious financial condition of the board and the 
anomalous state in its administration and considering the valuable 
sen’ices and sincere work done by the present Chairman to square up 
the difficulties and imin-ove the situation it is resolved that Govern- 
ment be requested to appoint him for another term after the expir\» of 
his present term.” 


Unetirred Qtiettions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Arakan Road, Chittagong. 

18. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the lx>cal Self-(iovernment Department Iw pleased 
to state 

(t) what amount of money has been sanctioned on the recommenda^ 
tion of the Provincial lUaid Boanl this year and the preced- 
ing year in different districts of Bengal ; and 

(ft) what amount ha.s been sjient for the purpose; 

(ill) the amount tliat has l>een budgeted and spent in the district 
of Chittagong; and 

(tr) the niads in the ('hittagong district on which the said amount 
has been jtaid!^ 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government sanctioned a sum of one lakh 
of rupees for the Arakan Road in the district of Chittagong? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affiiTOative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the sanctioned amount is being 
utilised for the purpose? 
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Th* Hm>W« Mr. IIJOY PRASAD SiNCH ROYs (•) (,) and (u) 

A list of the projects sanctioned at the cost of the Central Rood Fund 
with expenditure to date agrainst each is api>eude<l. In the case of roads 
throug^h more than one district Government have no informa* 
tion hs to the amount spent in each district. 

(ui) and (ir) Budjret provision for the a\rakan Uoad is— - 

Rs. 

... 1 . 00 . 0 ()() 

. . 1 . 00.000 

No ex|)enditure has yet lieen iionirml. 

ih) The quin({uennial prog-ramiuc approved includes a jtroject for 
bridprin^r the Arakan Road at a (>ost of Rs. 5,00,000. 

(c) The estimates have not yet been sanctioned. 


Li'^t of projects referred to in the ansirer to ehtnse (fi) (i) and (it) of 
unstarred question \o. IS sanctioned at the cost of the Central 
Road Fund inth e.rpendit ore to date. 


Projects. 

ExfM>nditure to date. 
Us. 

<1) Gi-and Trunk Road 

fi.l!).00() 

( alcuttu-Bara.M*! Roatl 

((’alrutta-leKsore 

Road) 

3,20.000 

<d) Diamond Harlmur Roa<l 

4.45,000 

(4) Mainamnti-Barkanta Road 

1.30.000 

<5) Pabna-Ishurdi Road 

1,000 

< 6) Ghosh para Road 


(7) Dafca-Narayanganj Road 


i8) Jheniduh-Magura Roatl 


(9) Myinensingh-Tangail Road 


(10) riiittagong Arakan Road 


(11) Du brajpur'IUani bazar Road 


n2) Burdwan-Arambagb Rond 


n3) Krishnagar-Taguli Road 


Uiilofi Boards 

in RMgpnr. 


It. Kali iHOAOUL HOQUES Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the l^>cal Self-Qovemment Department be pleased to state in a 
tabular form the names of union boards in ike rural areas, thana by 
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tbana, of each of the Anbdivisions of the district of Rangpiir giving the 
following particulars for the last ten years including the present year : — 

(i) the rate assessed under section 37 (a) and 37 (b) of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919; 

(u) the rate realised under section 37 (a) and 37 (b) of the Bengal 

Village Self-Government Act, 1919; 

(m) the length of the i-oads constructed ; 

(iv) the number and kind of wells const meted or other works done 
under the head ‘‘Waterworks’^ ; 

(v) any other works of public utility; 

(vi) the subHcriptions, donations, or local contributions if any, raised 
or received ; 

(mt) the amount of contributions or grants received from Govern- 
ment or the district board: 

(inti) the amount of money raised and ])aid to the Government on 
account of liveries of the dafadni*s and chaukidars; 

(i^) the cost of uniforniH ^u]>plied to the dafadrus and chaukidars 
incurred by (lovernment up to date; and 

(j-) the date on which tl»e jioweis of ('ourt or Bench, if any, have 
Wn conferred ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (0 to (ij-) It is 
regretted that Government do not see their way t(> undertake the task 
of compiling this information from individual union boards, as they 
would involve excessive time and labour; but the attention of the 
member is invited t(» the statistics for union Iniards in the Ilang])ur dis- 
trict in A])pendices I and T to the resolutions on district boards since 
the year 1926 (when union boards were first fonned in nang])ur district) 
copies of which will l>e placed on the Tabrary table. 

(j*') 1 o/c notiticntion No. 334-^1., dat<‘d 2Sth Marcli, 1929, No. 3402- 
30434., dated 24th April, 1931. and No. 43944 , dated Hitli June, 1931, 
copies (»f which will be placed on the Library table. 


Recruitment of Moslems to public servioee. 

20. Khan Behadur Mauivi ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hoirble Member in charge of the Ap|W)intment Dopartment 
he pleased to state the numlHU' of ajipointments held at present respec- 
tively by Europeans, Hindus and Muslims in this province in the follow- 
ing sendees: — 

(1) District Officers, Additional District Magistrates and Joint 

Magistrates ; 

(2) District and Sessions Judges; 
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(3) Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) inoluding temporary Sub- 

Judges and Munsifs; 

(4) Inspectors of Police (Bengal Police); 

(5) Calcutta Police- Assistant Commissioners; 

(6) Calcutta Police — Inspectors of Police; 

(7) Bengal Engineering Service (Senior and Junior); 

(8) Bengal Educational Service; 

(9) District Health Officers; 

(10) Bengal Agricultural Sen'ice; and 

(11) Pnivincial Forest Service? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Memlier lie pleased to state whether the pro- 
|X)rtion of Muslim re])iesentation in the al)ove services has reached the 
minimum percentage laid down by Government? 

(c) Will the Hoii’hle Memlier lie pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment propose to take early steps to change the method of recruitment 
and promotion? 

MEMBER in dtarge of APPOIHTMEMT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’IMo Mr. W. D. R. Prontico): (o> The information is available in 
the Bengal (iuarterly Civil List, to which a reference may he made, 
except ill the case of the Inspectors of Police. The information about 
these officers will he obtained and supplied to the inernher. 

(b) Percentages have l)een prescribed for direct apimintmeuts ami 
not for services, or for appointments l>y promotion. 

(c) No. 


Right of oMoting Chtirfium by DistHot Boird, Mymifitingh. 

21. MaillYi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ixx-al Self-Government Department be pleaaed to itito 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to restore to the 
Mymensingh district hoard the power of electing their Chairman P 
(fe) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

Tba H«il»bl# Mr. BMOY PRASAD BINCM ROY: (a) The matter 

will be ta\cen into consideration as soon as this district board is reconsti- 
tuted which is expected to be in the near future. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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245 p.m. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: Sir, the answer given 
by the Hon’hle Minister is not clear. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your supplementary question P You 
are not supposed to comment on an answer given. 

Miulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFil: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is going to restore 
to the Myraensingh District Board the power of electing their 
Chairman P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have nothing 
more to add. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Does the Hou'ble Minister mean by 
the expression “us soon as this <listiict board is reconstituted^ that the 
members will be elected under the ActP 


Tilt Htfl’lilt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state bow long this matter of reconstituting the 
district board has taken P 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the local 
board elections were delaye<l for some time, because the district board 
failed to print the election rolls. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hou^le Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has alrmMiy uotifieil for the election of 
Vkembers of various local boards P 


Tha nmfm Mr. BIMY PRASAD SINGH RDY: The elacUon 
malta are ifot notifiad by Government. 

Mauivi SYSO MAJID BAKSH: I want to know whether he has 
given iuetructiofia to hold the eleetkm of the local boarda. 

Tha Hwi’hlo Mr. BUOY PRASAD BINCH ROY: The CommiMioner 
of the division does this. 
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Mattivi SYEO MMID BAKtHc WiU the Hoa^ble Uinmimt be 
plaased to state whether he has written to the Commissioner or whether 
he knows that the Commissioner has asked the district board to hold 
the elections? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 have nothiuK 
more to add. 


Reioliitioiia 

(an matters of general public fntarest). 


[The discussion on resolution rejrardinp: release of persons detained 
under the Benpral Criminal Law Amendment Act was then n^sumed.] 


Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Mr. President. Sir. the mover 
of this resolution, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Hay. proposes that we 
should recommend to the (h)ven!ment to release all |»ersons detained 
without trial under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Art, 1930. 
Mr. Huy is evidently feelinj? very keenl\ for such detention without 
trial, because, on the face of it, it is revoltiiijr to onr ideas and sense of 
justice. But to our misfortune, this detention is under an Act to 
supplement the ordinary criminal law in Henjral. 


It provides that if in the <»pimon of the Loial Covernment any 
person is jruilty of act.s and olienres mentiontMl in He<'tion 2 of the Act, 
then he shall he <ommitte<l to custody in jail and afterwards, as laid 
down in section 9, two judpres will Im» apiK»inte<l l»efore whom the 
material facts and circumstances in possession of the lx>cal (rovernment 
on which the onler has been liased or whicli an* relevant to the inquiry, 
together with any sucli facts and circumstances relating to the cam* 
which may have subsequently come into its possession, and a statement 
of the allegation against the persons in respw t of whom the order 
been made and his answers to them, if any. shall lie placed. The 
judges after due c onsideration of all these shall report to the liOcal 
(Government whether or not in their opinion there is lawful and suftlcimit 
cause for the order. So far so g^sni: aliat follows next cannot Im 
expected from a civilised tGovemiiwwt under normal < ircumsianc^. Ibe 
law stvlen the persons appointed, as judges, but tlmir position is in no 
way better than that of adviaers cw assessors, dovernu^nt is not 
bound to abide by the'decisicms of these judges. It wiU only consider 
the same and may pass whatever order it pkases and pr^mgs 
and report shall be confidential That is the rule. Why this fuss? 
Why the ejuinent men of our society have Iwen dragged in this affair 1 
{.U to underatend. but there i* »n Art. So long m thie lew-whetever 
DMM we can give to H— remaine in force, may I wqaire, 8w, it w o can 
acoqit thia reaolution becawae fctentHm «• withoat trial tfeoafli th«» 
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ii no provision in the law for triaL The only feasible soluticm in the 
case of such detention is to have recourse to section 10 and we may just 
recommend to the (Government to exercise its power if some resj^oiisible 
gentlemen come forward on behalf of any particular deten 




tmdertake to take proper (;are to see that he becomes a law-abiding 
peaceful citizen. 

I cannot deny that many persons have been detained on false or 
untrue or imperfect information ; it is a tact that keeping the proceedings 
and report of the judges confidential is not desirable and in my opinion 
is impolitic and prejudicial to tl»e interest of Government. So if, in 
my opinion, the law would not stand in our way, I could join hands 
with my friend to recommend to the Government to release these 
persons whom we have reason to believe to be innocent, but as I 
understand the law, 1 think we cannot do so as a general rule and 
recommend release of all persons <letaine(l without trial but can only 
recommend to the Government to treat the case of all detained persons 
carefully and sympathetically and exercise its power under section 10 
more liberally. 


Mfi S« M« BOSE* Sir, 1 had no desire to speak at all, but having 
regard to Mr. J. N. Gupta’s speech, I feel impelled to say a few words, 
confining myself to only one parti<*ular aspect of the evils of the system 
of internment camps. 

While I am in sympathy with the object of the resolution, I may 
at the same time say that I fully realise the difficulties of the Govern- 
ment. They are faced with a grave menace, that threatens the State, 
menace all the more dangerous as it is subterranean, and so difficult to 
counter. Government have a very unpleasant task to perform, a task, 
I am sure, repugnant to every Knglishman. I have no doubt that 
Government is sincere in its desire to avoid doing anything which 
would unduly interfere with the liberty of the individual, unless it is 
actually forced to do s<i. But while atliaitting this and giving 
Oovernmeaftt ©very credit for honesty of purfmse, I desire to point out 
that the methods followed by them are sure to aggravate the disease. 

In an internment (’amp, hundreds are kept together and come in 
close contact with each other. Some of them are doubtless hardened 
terrorists, but many of them, beyond question, are raw impreesionable 
youths, just on the fringe of the movement — fine young men deeply 
imbued with love for the country, and anxious to do something for it — 
men who have not yet caught the taint. 

3 p.m. 

But in the moist hothouse atmosphere of the camps, germs of 
anarchism are soon developed, and contagion spreads rapidly. This is 
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^ idi^t result of herding together various types of men. So I ask 
why ^ow together the ardent anarchist and the impressionable young 
mn^o M M quick to learn ? Does not the Government method breed 
HMjll^stsP I imagine that anarchists are rejoicing that Government is 
Hhg them by furnishing more recruit.s, for in truth these camps are 
"lo better than anarchist training schools. 

I, therefore, suggest a two-fold remedy: (1) a careful examination 
of each case by two High Court Judges, and (2) immediate release of 
all those who are as yet unaffected, and so likely to turn over a new 
leaf. Every case should be laid before two judges t»f the High Court 
who will go through the record, interview the detenus, and lake all 
necessary steps to sift the truth; and their recomniendutions should be 
followed. I believe such a method has been adopted before, in similar 
oircumstances, with good results. The policy of keeping together a 
large number of men in a camp should be stopped at once. 

Sir, as I have no wish to be misunderstood, I want to make it clear 
that I am opposed to the policy of the internment camps, that, in my 
opinion, these camps have proved failures, and arc likely to aggravate 
the malady ; but should tlie (ioverninent, against our advice, decide to 
continue them? I make the above suggestion for consideration. 

I conclude by an eaniest appeal to the Homo Member to stHi if he 
cannot adopt them. I am convinced that ho is as anxious as any of 
us to avoid causing unnecessary inconvenience; and in this belief, I 
request him to accept my suggestion. 


Th® HOfi’bU Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. Sir, the numerous si>eeches 
which have been made on this resolution show the deep interest tliai 
is felt in the subject by all sections of the Houhc. There have been 
so many speakers that 1 am compelled to exceed tlie onlinary limit 
of time in replying to the discussion. I shall endeavour to l»e as brief 
as I can, but T think the House would wish that I should deal with the 
various points that have been raised. 

The resolution which is before the House is to the effect that this 
Council recommends to the Government to release all persons detained 
without trial under the Bengal Criminal liaw Amendment Act, 1930. 
As is quite natural, the debate has turned into an attack on the 
Bengal Criminal liaw Amendment Act itself. The Act has lieen 
asaailed from different points of view. One section of the House has 
assailed it on the ground that it is an evil in itself. A second section 
has assailed it on the ground that it has failed in its object, and a 
third section has assailed it on the ground that the Act ts not properly 
administered; while another section — at any rate one member^tated 
that he did nbt trust any of those gentlemen who are entrusted with 

the adfBlni«lf«tiAil a# th* Acir itkAmsfAni fh* w1iAt« ’ ciraijHm mnaA mm 
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Sir, 1 propose to deal with the Tarious aspects in the reverse order. 
The first point 1 wish to take up is the attack made on the honesty of 
the variotts officers who are entrusted with the administration of 
this Act. It is mainly based in some extraordinary way on ^ 
failure of the Government to publish a certain report in connection 
with Chittagong. I do not know if Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee amoagr 
all his vanous activities has anything to do with the teaching of 
logic. If he has, I should imagine that he would find it extremely 
difficult to defend the argument that because Government has failed 
to publish the report on Chittagong, the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act is not properly administered. Of course it is the 
entire reverse of truth. All these cases are dealt with with the 
utmost care, and I ^hall endeavour once again to explain to the 
Council the various stages of the procedure adopted in dealing with 
these cases. There is an impression abroad — or at least there are 
some petjple who say that there is such an impression — that any 
policeman can put anybody into jail under this Act without any 
trial. That is entirely the reverse of the facts. No one in the 
districts has any power to get any one interned under 
section 2 (/) of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
Certain officers have certain powers under section 4 (7) of the 
Act to put a man in custody for 15 days. Any extension of 
that period recjuires the orders of Government and even Government 
cannot order a man to l)e detained in custody under section 4 (1) 
l>eyond one month. What happens is that there is a Central Bureau 
in Calcutta which collet'ts, collates, compares and verifies as far as 
possible all the infonnation that is received from all the various 
sources, Indian and overseas, about the activities of individuals or 
bodies. 1 have handled a large nuinl>er of these files and I have 
been struck by the caiv, the extraordinary care, with which officers 
of nil grades sc'rutinise these cases. They have no hesitation in 
pointing out that a case is weak, that there is no corroboration of an 
incriminating statement, that the identity of the individual referred 
to in the statement from different sources has not been made out. 
Everything is carefully s(*rutinised and 1 vau assuro the House that 
there is not a single case that comes up in which the facts are not 
bandied with the most meticulous care. I¥hat happens is that the 
case is first dealt with by subordinate gazetted officers and then it 
comes up to one of the senior officers who examines it again. The 
case the^ goes to the Deputy luspectorOeneral of Police who makes 
bis criticisms and finally sends it to Government. It is then examined 
by one of tbe gaxetted officers of the Secretariat who states wbat be 
tbinks of the case uid whether it satisfies tbe requirements ol tbe 
Act and then tbe case finally comes up to me. I can assure tbjs 
Oouncil that the Act is vary carefully administered. I am vmy 
eaieful to see that ike powers under tbe Act are not impiope^ 
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esMiMfd and it is only when I am convinced that there is a case 
made out against the person concerned that I pass the order for his 
(detention under one or other of the sulKclanses of section Z (I) of 
the Act. So much for the cheeks exercised by the Executive side 
of Qovemment; I claim that they are both thorough and honestly 
exercised. But there is another check provide<i in the Act. The Act 
lays down that every case, in which an order under section 2 (/) is 
passed, should be placed within a month from the date of the order 
before two persons who have worked as Sessions Judges or Additional 
Judges for at least 6 years. So all these coses are again examined 
by two judges and I can assure the members of Council that a careful 
.scrutiny is exercised by these judges. I see all the orders that they 
pass and I know from experience that they examine the cases very 
carefully, and that if they are not satisfied about any detail, they 
call for further pai>er8 and are given them. 1 am glad to say that 
I can only remember one case in which the judges have not been 
able to come to the same conclusion as Oovernment did, and in one 
or two other cases the two judges differed in their views. Hut the 
percentage of cases that have failed to pass the wrutiny of these 
judges is extraordinarily small and that is not at all surprising 
considering the system. 

For what is the present system? It is a system which has been 
in force for many years. It wu.h examined in detail in I91S hy the 
Row’Iatt Committee, which consisted of a Judge of the KiugV Hench, 
the Chief Justice of the Bonil.ay High an Indian judge from 

Madras, u Bengali lawyer whom we all know*, and one iiiemher of the 
Executive SerA’ice. They were completely satisfied with the soundness 
of the methods adopted and with the care taken to arrive at correct 
results. There was suhseipiently another investigation of this system 
and this time it was made by two High Court Judges, viz., Messrs. 
Justices Beachcroft and Chandravarkar, who were put on special duty 
for the purpose. 

d p.m. 

They examined a large numlier of cases. I forgot the exact figure, 
but I think it was 806, and they reported that out of this numW in 
only 6 cases they were not satisfied that there was sufficient evidence. 
Even in these 6 cases they did not think that justice had not been 
done. What they thought w^as that there was an element of doubt, 
which shonld be given in favour of the suspect. Well, Sir, the 
•yttenat that has stood these two critical investigations is the system 
vhiidi is jn force to-day; and I do not think any member of this 
Oonncil can reasonably argue that he is not satisfied that the utmost 
eare is taken to see that justice is dom in these cases* Of course 
> ri rta kee nay he made-— every honest man makes mistakes— -but we 
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do our utmost to aroid them. One member yesterday said tliat be 
knew of one or two cases in which mistakes had been made and I 
asked him to give me the names so that I could examine the cases 
again, and I make the same offer to every member of this Council. 
Meanwhile I trust, Sir, that I have satished the Council that Uie 
charges that have been brought against the people administering the 
Act are neither fair nor justified. 

Now I turn to the second aspect from which the Act is criticised 
It is said that the Act ought to be abolished because of the way in 
which it is administered and the speakers who have supported this 
view naturally base tlieir arguments on what happened at Hijli. 
Well, Government have already expressed their views about that 
tragedy, and I do not propose to repeat them. No one can possibly 
deplore that tragedy more than Government do, but I deny that it 
is a fair representation of the manner in which detenus are treated. 
Members may not realise that there are non-official visitors appointed 
for all places where there are detenus and Sir Lancelot Travers who 
is one of the non-official visitors has told us his opinion of the 
conditions under which these detenus are housed. The same account 
has been received from other non-official visitors elsewhere. I can 
assure this ^(’ouncil that eveiydhing possible is done to maintain the 
detenus in health and comfort. Indeed, the attack which has recently 
been made on Government is that Government ought not to spend 
so much money on them. The last speaker raised another point, and 
a very important point it is. He said that the policy of internment 
failed because it made the people who had Wen detained in these 
camps much worse.' I am afraid that in .some cases this is true. If 
Bengal w^ere in a more pK)spen)us financial condition, the schemes 
for the care and custody of these detenus might be moi‘e on reform- 
ative lines, I should myself like to see some of them transferred to 
a camp which could be run on the lines of a school or college and 
where their education could W continued on sound lines so that they 
could be returned to ordinary life better citizen.s ami less of a danger 
to the State than they are at present. I notice that Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hasbemy who is no friend of Government will not vouch for any more 
than 40 per cent, of the detenus being innocent. Even on this basis, 
60 per cent, of these people are a potential danger to the State, and 
Government in the discharge of the duties imposed upon them by this 
Council, when it passed the Bengal Criminal Law' Amendment Act, 
have interned them to prevent farther crime. I admit that the con* 
ditions in the oamps are not so satisfactory as they might be, but this 
is due mainly io the want of funds. If the Council were willing to 
give us the money to establish reformatory schools or oollegee 
er something of that kind, I should be most grateful. But in the pre* 
mt financial condition of the province, it is tmpossilde to do moia 
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tfaia we are doing. I submit that there is no ground for attacking 
the Act because of the way in which it has been administered. 

Next, we come to the attack on the Act^ ^n that it is an evil thing 
in itself, and entirely opposed to the principles of British justice, and 
that it ought to be repealed. Mr. J. N. Basu, the principal speaker 
in support of this argument, said that what was rwiiiired was to bring 
these people to open trial, and get them convicted, and gave the 
Council his version of the early history^ of the niovement. The 
ordinary law was, in bis <)piniou, adequate, and 1 think he said that 
the earlier movement showed that Government got convictions in dO 
per cent, of the cases. But he failed to say anything uhoul the 
percentage which the cases that went to trial bore to the crimes which 
were perpetrated. 

I have already refeived to the coiiimittet* known as the Howlatt 
Committee. That committee was appointed by a lesolulion of the 
Government of India, dated 10th DecemWr, 1917. and the second of 
the terms of reference to that committee was “to examine and 
consider the difficulties that had arisen in dealing with sucli conspi* 
racies (t.c., the criminal conspiracies coiiiiecled with the revolutionary 
movement in India) and to advise as to the legislalion, if any, 
necessary to enable Government to deal effectively with them.** 
Obviously in 1917 the Governiiient of India had realised that 
difficulties had arisen in connection with revolutionary conspiracies, 
and that at least thei*e was a possibility that additional legislation 
was reipiired to deal with it. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Before that we had the War. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Terrorism began in HK)6; 
the W^ar begtin in 1914, 

As I was saying that committee was appointed, and I have already 
explained the constitution of the committee to the (council, Ihcir 
conclusions alwut the ordinary' machinery of the cnniiual law will 
• be found in panigraph 1(59 of their report. They said ; “The main 
reason why it has not been possible by the ordinary machinery of 
the criminal law to convict and imprison on w larger scale those 
guilty of outrages and so put down crime is simply want of sufficient 
evidence. There have been 91 dowities since 19(17, of which 16 were 
accompanied by murder, and from .Tanuary ist, 1915, to June *M)tb, 
1916, there were 14 murders, 8 of them being of police officers, for 
which it has not been possible to put any one upon trial. This 
difficulty in obtaining legal evidence has no doubt greatly 

enhanced hy terrorism, as we shall show. But apart from this, the 
inherent difficulties are formidable.^’ In paragr^h 170 they have 
givim examples of cases where no one had been brought to juaticO 
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titd where the committee thought that the infonnatioii before them 
showed beyond any reasonable moral doubt at least some of the guilty 
parties. That was the finAng of this mainly judicial committee, and 
what did they recommend P In paragraph 187 of their report the 
committee said: "'We have been forced to the conclusion that it is 
necessaiy, in order to keep the conspiracies already described under 
control in future, to provide for the continuance after the expiry of 
the Defence of India Act (though in the contingent form explained 
and under important limitation; of some of the powers which that 
measure introduced in a temporary form. By those means alone has 
the conspiracy been paralysed for the present, and we are unable to 
devise any expedient operating according to strict judicial forms 
which can be relied upon to prevent its reviving, to check it if it does 
revive, or, in the last resort, to suppress it anew. This will involve 
some infringement of the rules normally safeguarding the liberty of 
the subject.*’ 

-Th<we are the recniiimendations of the committee. They found 
themselves compelled to go outside the ordinary machinery of the 
law to deal with the situation that then faced Bengal, and the 
recommendations contained in the latter part of the report, for all 
practical purposes, now appear in the Bengal Criminal I.»aw Amend* 
ment Act, with the addition of the sciutiny by two judicial oflScers 
to which I have already referred. Surely, in the face of these 
recommendations, it is impossible for any reasonable person to say 
that the Act is contrary to the spirit of British justice, and that it 
has been enacted in a spirit of retaliation, or that the ordinary 
provisions of the law are sufficient to deal with the situation. For 
the position to-day is very much the same as it was then; there are 
murders and all kinds of acts of violeiu'e w hit'h caouot he dealt with 
under the ordinary provisions of the law\ The evidence we have is 
not sufficient, we cannot bring the offenders to open trial. Surely, 
on the face of the recommendations of the committee, no sensible 
member of this Council will say that the Act is contrary to the spirit 
of British justice and that we are not justified in resorting to the 
measures embodied in it. 

Then there was the last attack, on the ground that the Act had 
failed in its purpose, and it was added that in the past Government 
had said that if they got the powers which are embodied in the Act, 
they would put a stop to terrorism. I have not been able to trace 
the statement which is referred to, and I doubt veiy much whether, 
when it is traced, it will be found to be in this unqualified form. 

3*15 pm 

Sir, we have been told that we have not been able to stamp o«i 
terrorism yet, that we have not been able to check this sprend of 
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altkough we have had these extraordinary powers for 
yetM^ I have no donbt about that. Government have always reeoj^ 
nised that they have not been able to prevent acts of terrorism. But, 
Sir, what is needed more than anything else to permanently stamp 
out terrorism from the province is a healthy public opinion. Mr. 
J. N. Basu referred to the growth of terrorism in the province. After 
all, terrorism is of 25 years' f^rowth now. Most of the present day 
terrorists have been biought up in the atmosphere of terrorism. All 
these years, what has been the feeling: in the country J* There has lieeii 
a poisonous seed which, pnrwinjr, has {loisoned the mind of the youth 
of the present g^eneration. Government cannot by itself prevent the 
youth of the country from being jmisoiied with antagonism against 
Government. What we can do, what we have dtme, is to call upon 
the people of Bengal to (SHipenite with us, to ivcognise the cancer 
which has grown in our midst, and which, if not excited no>v, will 
be bitterly regretted later on. This movement is at present mainly 
against the British Government which is now in power. There is no 
promise, there is no indication, that the Indian Government which 
will be in power l)efore many years have passwl, will not l)e confrontwl 
with this niena(^e. W^e have been told that after the constitutional 
reforms terrorism will cease. But even so, we cannot compromise with 
terrorism at present. We may not succeed in stamping out terrorism 
altogether, but we must do our best, and in this connection we ask 
for the co-operation of the people of Bengal. They must realise that 
there is a great and serious resiMinsibility on the shoulders of pemms 
who are in a position of authority and influence to (jo-operate with 
Government in their efforts to get rid of this cancer from siniety. 


We ha%e been told that the Act has failed to stump out terrorism. 
It may have failed, but 1 submit that the Act has checked the growth 
of terrorism, though it may have driven it undergit)und, and it may 
raise its head later on. Mr. J. N. Basu has pointed out that when 
the Eowlati Committee was sitting, there was a war going on. Bui 
it must be remembered that the extraordinary powers taken at that 
time had the effect of checking the activities of the terrorists, much 
so indeed that with the inauguration of constitutional reforms 
Government were able to proclaim a general amnesty. Unfortunately 
some of the amnestied persons were subsequently found to have 
renewed their terrorist activities. And so similar powers were taken 
in 1924 when an Ordinance was issued which was subsequently 
embodied in an Act. The result of the action taken under the 
Ordinance was such that terrorism was again driven underground— 
so much so indeed that when the Act was alwut to expire, Government 
took the risk of repealing all the sections except the sections dealing 
with the provision of appointing commissioners under the Act. Very 
ahortly after the Act was repsiled, the Chittagong raid m*utted» 



m 


BESOLUTIONS, 


[3ed Fh., 


and an Ordinance had to be iesued the nej:t day. Hub Oonncil at 
that time recognised the seriousness of the situation and willingly 
shared the responsibility of dealing with the situation by passing tho 
Act of 1930. Once again we were forced to have resort to special 
powers, and we carried on under these powers for some months. But 
these special powers did not prove to be sufficient, and we have now 
been given wider powers under the Ordinances issued towards the end 
of last year. Under it we can deal not only with the active terrorist* 
but also with all those who have any connection with or support 
in any way terrorist organisations. These are the powers w'hich wo 
are now using and I can assure the Council that under these powers wo 
have been able to 

[Here the Hon’ble Member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
by the Hon’ble the President to go on.] 

in some measure to conlrol, if not to put a stop to, the terrorist 

movement, and to interfere with the activities of its members and 
lupporters. 

Sir, what is the mental attitude of these people? The llowlntt 
Committee in paragraph 31 of their report staled that “the intentions 
of the revolutionaries were eventually to subvert hy violent means 
British rule in India, and meantime to assassinate Government offi- 
cials and to finance their enlerprises hy plundering their fellow 
countrymen." Sir, I submit that this is almost the state of affairs 
at the present day. In this connection 1 would refer to the confes- 
sion of Dr. Nuruyan Hay who was convicted in 1930 for the nianu- 

fneturo of hoinbs. Here I may be allowed to digress for a few 

moment s. I have seen it stated that in no case has it been proved 
that any njemher of the Congrt^ss has been guilty of terrorist crimes. 
To those who hold such views I would refer them to the case of 
Dr. Narayan Ray, a Congress Councillor of the Calcutta Corporation^ 
who was convicted in 1930 for the manufacture of bombs. 
Dr. Nnrayaii iU; made a confessional statement after his arrest 
w’hich he subsequently withdrew. Both the High Court and the 

Tribunal, however, held that confession was true and they also held 
tbat.it was voluntary, and that what was stated in the confession waa 
correct. That was a judicial finding of these two courts. 
Well, Dr. Narayan Ray said in his confession that in 

December, 1929, be began to think seriously of making an end to the 
British rule by killing European and Indian officers of Government. 
Only last week wl arrested a man who had in his pocket the *^minimum 
programme’' of the modem revolutionary which is almost the same 
as that of Dr. Narayan Bay's. His object is "independence” and the 
means he proposes to use include mob violence, chaos^ mob liriiig^ 
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retdiution, dacoity, forgings smuggling, organised terrorism ^‘rising 
province by province (if possible two or three at a time)/’ the final 
end being to establish a republican form of Government. 

Sir, that is the sort of person we are dealing with. Does the 
Council really want to release these people? (Mr. B. C. Chattkiukb: 
We want to have them brought to trial.) But that is not the resolu- 
tion. The object of the resolution is to release them all. Will it 
really help us to get rid of terrorism? We have got them in safe 
custody and in that way we are saving Bengal from crimes of violence 
and worse. Do you really w'ant them to lie at large? Take the case 
of those cowards who were behind these w’retched girls at Comilla 
and egged them on to commit an outnige they were tm) cowardly to 
attempt themselves. We have got these men, hut we cannot prove 
anything against them in (‘ourt. Would Mr, Shauti Shekhareswar 
Ray who moved the resolution really like these men to l>e at large 
and have the chance of getting among the ladies of his family, and 
is this really the wish of those who have supported this l•e«olution? 
I doubt it. 

Sir, I recognise that no one likes people being kept under detention 
without trial. Neither Europeans nor Indians like it. I myself hote 
the whole beastly thing. I know what a wasle of money this tiling 
involves. Bengal is short of money for every thing and yet we aro 
compelled to spend lakhs and lakhs in protecting Bengal from her 
own sons — and yet the Council comes along with this resolution for 
releasing them all! I would ask the (Council to realise its responsibility 
in this matter — to realise that there is really a serious state of affairs 
in Bengal, that there is a danger which, if not adefiiinlely met now, 
may have appalling reactions in future. 

I would ask the Council to recognise the extraordinary gfmd work 
vrhich is being done for them mostly by their own (xmnliy men, for 
the body that is dealing with it is mostly composed of Indians with 
only a few Europeans at the top. And what is their aim and ohjcMdP 
It is to stop violent crimes and to profe<d their fellow roun<r>' men 
from such crimes. I call upon the Council to show (hat they recognise 
this responsibility by turning down this resolution which asks us la 
r^ease all these criminals — yes, to turn it down unhesitatingly. 


3-30 p.m. 

Mr. rafSI DENTS Do you want to exercise your right of reply,. 
Mr. Ray? Then, I am afraid you will have to wait till to-morrow, a* 
the motion, for adjournment wull now Ik! taken up. 


Mr. iHANTI iNEKHAilEiWAR RAYs Very i^eli, Sir. 
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Motion for aiqaanwiont 

Mr. PREtlOENTi Before you actually move your motion, may I 
ask you to tell me what issues you are ^oing to raise in the debate? 
For that will help me to control the deliate and confine it to those 
points only. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The issues that 1 am going to 
raise are these; Firstly, I shall submit to the House that the report on 
the Chittagong matter is one which is pre-i^miuently lit to be published 
luid ought to be published, and which various authorities in the 
Government, if not directly promised at least said, would be published. 

Tha HOfl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask who said that? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. The Viceroy said this, and I 
think His Excellency the Earl of Willi ngdon is a higher authority than 
the (Government of Bengal. 

Secondly, that this non-publication of the report is an act of breach 
of faith. 

Thirdly, that the refusal to publish the report has (Tented a situation 
which is unprecedented and which would .seriously reflect on the future 
conduct of the elected members of this Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Refusal not as indicated by any answer to any 
question ? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 am not concerned with 
questions or answ'ers or anything like that. 

I beg to move that the business of the Council be adjourned for the 
purpose of disiuissing a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
via., the situation arising out of the fact that (Government has not 
thought fit to publish the report on the Chittagong matter. 

Sir. it is needless for me to draw the attention of the House to the 
appalling cinnirastances that occurred in Chittagong on the 3(Hh of 
August, 1931, and on the two succeeding days and nights. A mere 
narration of the events that happened there sent a thriU through the 
whole population of Bengal; and I am also certain that they sent a 
thrill through the European residents of Bengal as wrell. Immedialely 
alter tliat reports were received in Calcutta and in different parts of 
the province that these occurrences had been engineered by some of 
the men in authority in Chittagong with the help of non-official 
Europeans, and policemen as well as different inflammable aeciioiif of 
the Indian community. I submit that these were very sefiomi 
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a^tioui and it was up to Goveramont to appoint a non-official or a 
MmmittM to inquiio into them, but they did nothing of the 
sort. The inhabitants of Calcutta met at a meeting shortly afterwards 
and a^inted a non-official committee. Some of the members of this 
co^ittee visited Chittagong and published a report. I shall not at 
Ihia late ^te attempt to harrow the feelings of any meniW of this 
Council with reading out that report in full or even long extracts from 
It, but there are several findings in that report which, I submit, ought 
to be known to members of this Ifouse. because they would iwld to the 
regret which members of this House would fetd that the official report on 
those occurrences has not seen the light of day nor is i( going to set^ 
the light of da^ . Quoting from one of the witnesses the committee 
says: “On Sunday night, the 30th August, it was the jHilice with the 
help of soldiers who molested iniKwent citizens. On Monday (he ixdice 
having instigated ruffians to plunder and arson, did nothing to help 
their victims. People who appealed to (he officers in charge of the 
police-stations and to the subdivisional officer and the District Magistrate 
received no assistance from them.” “On Monday when the ruffians 
seemed to take more time than was appuiently allotted to them, they 
were warned that tliey had to complete their work within a certain time 
— the prescribed limit of immunity. It seems that a certain periml was 
originally fixed during which those who wanted to loot could do so 
with utmost safety." “In the hinterland of Chittagong a school waa 
raided by uniformed European police officers. The heat! master waa 
absent from the school that day; the school had both Hindu and 
Muhammadan pupils. The assistant head master went out to greet 
these policemen to show' them every courtesy. The courtesy shown in 
return by these men was (1) to ignore them, (2) to ask for the leaders 
of the Hindu boys in the scliool, (3) to parade some of the tallest 
Hindu boys, and (4) to place them one after another on a table head 
downwards, to hold up their legs and to administer to their hare limbs 
ten to fifteen lashes. Even (he Muhammadan boys who happened to 
wear what are known as Gandhi caps were not spared." This, says the 
committee, is reminiwent of the I'unjab atrocities of 1919. This was 
not an isolateil instance. It took place in (he village of Kharaotoli: 
"One thing was clearly home in up<Hi us in our investigation of the 
incident outside the towm of Chittagong, namely, that in all the 
ontrages which took place on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, there 
woe nothing in the nature of a communal distnrbance in these villages. 
In the systematic raid on private dwellings and their wanton destmciion 
there is no evidence that a single Muhammailan villager took any part. 
They were carried out under orders of British officers by members of 
the Eaatefs Frontier Biffes commonly known as Gurkhas." 


^Hn another village young men were indiseriminately beaten. 
Foodstuffs found in the houses were rendered unit tor faunian 
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consumption; even <an«, qiiilts, wearing apparel were cut to pieces; 
cooking utensils were ruthlessly destroyed. All this was done hy 
daylight.” 

You will be surprised to hear that the Panchajanya Press which is 
housed in that locality of Chittagong which is known as Rahamatganj 
was raided some time after 10-30 p.m. by a party of Europeans armed 
with revolvers. The final findings of the committee are — ^ 

”(/) The affairs of Sunday night were the result of concerted 
action by European non-officials, European officers and 
Muhammadan police. 

( 2 ) Monday’s looting was with the knowledge of local authorities 
at the instigation of the police. It was started and carried 
on under the protection of the police. 

{ 3 ) In the mufansal the disturbances took place under orders from 
the local authorities. 

{ 4 ) Behind the disturbances whii h had been planned the motive 
was to terrorise people, particularly the Hindus.” 

The committee says that “the question that needs an answer ia 
this : how did tliese men in the service of Government acquire the sense 
of immunity which alone could have emboldened them to perpetrate 
with the resources of Government the unspeakable crimes with which 
we, on the evidence before us, charge themP” 

These findings are not confined to the printed report alone; the more 
salient of them were stressed by Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta in a public 
meeting at Calcutta when be threw out a challenge to the District 
Magistrate and to the Government to conlradict him or put him to jail 
if his allegations were not true. 

That challenge is still unanswered ; althougli he has been incarcerated^ 
it is not for those utterances of his. 

Before this report was printcMl, in September, 1931, in reply to a 
communieiition from the members of this committee, the Private 
Secretary to Hi« Bicellency the Governor said: “When Government 
receive the report (that is, the report that Government had aeked 
Mr. Nelson and Mr. Craig to submit) they have called for from the 
Commissioner, it will be seen whether the information upon which Hia 
Excellency basei} his reply to the imputation contained in the Hindu 
Mahasabha's letter was misleading in any respect and what further 
action on the part of Government may be necessary or desirable. Till 
then judgment must be suspended.” This letter was sent to the press 
by the Private Secretary, who said: “As you have sent a cq^y of your 
letter to the press, I propose to send to the press a copy of this reply 
alter you have received it.” I submit that this is a clear indioation that 
the report would be published in the press. 
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Mato^al aamW of (^mmerce presented an addre«, of welcome to 

T/ln^r r y Willin^don, Viceroy and Ooveruor.C.!d 
«f India Therein they referred to the <Hcurrenoea at CluttaRonK 
They said; The preservation of law and onler is a matter of supreme 
concern to your Government, but the trutl. must not he i^non-d that it 
must command public sympathy to achieve its purpose. While we can 
realise the special anxiety of the Ooveniinent to ^ive protection to a 
certain section of the people, we deplore the absence of a like anxiety 
to prevent the recurrence of happeninfrs such as those in Kishoreganj 
and Chittagong. These incidents revealed on the part of the .■ustodians 
of law and order a lamentahle inability to protect the interests of the 
business community against forces whii h tl.reaten to subvert their very 
existence.’* ^ 


In course of his reply— I would ask Mr. Prentice to hear what llis 
Excellency the Viceroy, who. I am to understand, is still his 
official superior, said, the Viceroy said: ‘ I must also repiuliute the 
su^^grestion you have made, when referring- to the events at Kishoreganj 
and Chittag-ong-, namely, that (Government show special nuxiety to give 
protection to one section of the people iii the name of law and order 
hut fail to take adequate measures for the pnitef tion of other sections. 
Tlie riots at Kishoreganj were essentially economic in origin and 
assumed a communal colour because they arose from disputes hetween 
the peasants and money-lenders. In my opinion, the situation was 
admirably restored to normal by the prompt action of district officials. 
As regards the Chittagong case, I must own that 1 consider your 
insinuation premature as the case is still under consideration and the 
final decision has not yet been reached.” 


After that the report lias been received by (lovern merit and I take 
it that it is now time for the people to consider and give their decision 
on that report. We have Imh'ii told during the last few months very 
frequently that the Congress is an unlawful body and that it is Wyond 
the pale of law, but we, the good members of the Bengal liegislatire 
Council, ought to co-operate with (Jovernment. You can count on the 
co-operation of the goody-goody memlM?rs of (he Bengal liegislative 
Council. But are we infants to he spoon-fed with pop and looly-pops 
at the hands of the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice!* Government says that it is 
not in the public interest to publish the report. I would like to know 
what '^Government” means in this instance. When I was a student 
in the law college — not in the University Law College, which has bean 
established only 20 years ago— I read in the Penal Code that the 
definition of Government as far as I remember, was : Government means 
the persons autboiised by law to exercise the executive admlnistratiofi 
of the country. Does Government here mean His ExceUaiu^ the 
Viceroy? Surely not. Does it mean ^'His Excellency the Governor** f 
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Barely not. Does it mean the official Members of the Bengal Executive 
Council? 1 refuse to believe that at least some Members of the 
Executive Council who have been connected with the law and who 
have a vital stake in the country could have said that it is not to the 
public interest to publish the report. 


3-45 p.m. 

Then, Sir, may I know what the term “Government” means? Does 
it mean Mr. Prentice, the Home Member? In this instance at least 
Mr. Prentice is the only dictator — the arbiter — of the destinies of the 
public in Bengal. I submit, Sir, it is no use saying that in the opinion 
of Mr. Prentice, or shall 1 say Mr. Prentice and his colleagues, it is 
not in the public interest that the report should be published. We are 
certainly adults enough to know what is to our interest and what is 
not. We are certainly able to understand that it is in the interest of 
Mr. Prentice, or Mr. IVentice’s colleagues or confreres in the service, 
or even of the non-official Europeans that the report should not be 
published, hut it is certainly in the interest of the w'hole country that it 
should be published. And I take it that it is in the interest of non-offi- 
cial Europeans themselves, at least for removing the calumny that they 
say has been spread against them, that the report should be published; 
and if from tlie extensive evidence taken by the official committee it is 
found that the remarks made by the non-official committee were unjust, 
I take it that the interest of the Kuro|>ean community demands that the 
report should be published : otherwise according to law the presumption 
would naturally be that you have in youi possession evidence, which, 
if published, would at once prove that the allegations made against the 
officers in the non-official inquiry committee's report are true. That is 
a thing which Government should consider and it is certainly not 
politic to say that Government have decided not to publish the report 
in the interest of the public. I think. Sir, that in the interest of the 
country, in the interest of Government and in the interest of the non- 
official Europeans, the report should be published without any further 
delay. 

Mauivi BYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: I rise to support the 
adjournment motion. Sir, at the outset I shall try to establish a 
charge of conspiracy against the Government, more serious — more 
heinous — than any on which the detenus have been condemned. I shall 
establish the charge and I shall convince the House that the conspiracy 
is more heinous than the one with which the Meerut case accused have 
been charged. 

Sir, unfortunately I was in Calcntta during the Chittagong 
oeeurrenoe on the 30th of August last and I remember that in ike 
SUtUman in big bold type it was written Giat a communal liot had 
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Iftkm place in Chittagong. 1 myself was inclined to believe it ao mnoh 
an that 1 made speeches condemning the communal riot. After that a 
committee was formed and that committee was composed of Mr. J. I(* 
Sen Gupta, Maulana Akrara Khan and others. This committee made 
inquiries and submitted a report, and a challenge was thrown out by 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta in his famous speech in the Town Hall when he 
narrated the whole history of the Chittagong affair. After this 1 saw 
a press message — I do not know whether a Governiuent romiitnaiqne 
was pubiishfNl or not — hut a press message was published that 
Mr. Nelson had been np))oiitted to inquire into the Chittagong outbreak 
with the help of Mr. Craig. We hu\e been anxiously wuitiug to read 
the report of the iuquiry. Now* I am going to take up the charge of 
conspiracy against Government which I have made. After the murder 
of Mr. Garlick and the attempts on the lives of Mr. Cassells and 
Mr. Villiers, certain Anglo-Indian papers, partic ularly the StaU^man, 
were crying hoarse ev’ery ilay inciting non-otticial Kuro|j>eans t<i have 
retourse t<» reprisals. I have read those articles myself and one fine 
morning I read a manifesto like the ones issued by the Third Interna- 
tional asking for direct action; and after u few days Ashanulla was 
iuurdered~au<l unfortunately he wiw murdered at ('hitiagong. Now 
just after the issue of thi.s manifes(i> this tac urrence took place at 
Chittagong. 

Now, Sir, the royalist party in collalioration with the Europeans, 
not only in this province but in other jMoviiices, made angry speeches 
and in one of these speeches sf>iiiewhere in Madras it was said that the 
time was joining when they sliould take direct action and take vengeance 
for these murders. Probably. Sir, the idea was Uiken by the Govern- 
ment from those manifestos and speeches and writings of the Anglo- 
Indian papers and royalist party and the European Association; and 
the district officers attempted to do thes<* things under the colour of a 
communal riot. They wantetl to kill two birds wdth one sbme and 
wanted to prove that it was a communal riot and that be<’ause a 
Muhammadan was murdered, the Muhammadans weic angry and were 
justified in wreaking vengeance jni the lliiidns. But, Sir, they failed, 
and faileil miserahly in their attempt to df» so. When Mr. 1. M. Hen 
Gupta challenged the district officer of (Chittagong, we CCongress people 
were expecting that action would l»« taken against Mr. Hen Gupta and 
that damage suite for lakhs and lakhs of rupees would be brought 
against him. But to our surprise nothing of the kind happened and 
no suit for damage was brought against Mr. Hen Gupta; and so we 
were convinced that there was something wrong in the Chitling affair. 
Now, probably it might be that Mr. Nels4m honestly inquired into the 
matter with the help of Mr. ( Wig and found that it was not a communal 
riot. 

I aMr the Hon'hle Member-in-charge to make the report jmic, if 
not for any other reason, but for the simple reason that otharwhi# ana 
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would think that the district officer, the suhdivisional officer or the 
Superintendent of Police had the idea of vengeance not only lor the 
murder of Ashanulla on that particular date, but also for the Armoury 
raid that took place a few months ago. I personally and some of my 
colleagues and fellow-workers are convinced that the idea of vengeance 
was prevailing in the minds of the officials of Chittagong from the 
time of the Chittagong Annoury raid and that idea of reprisal was 
prevalent not only in Chittagong but in almost all the districts of 
Bengal. After a few days of the Chittagong occurrence, we found that 
Attempts were made to stir up troubles in Dacca and other places in 
the shape of communal riots. But these were frustrated by the action 
taken by the leading men of the Congress and other organisations. 
Now I want to ask the Hon’ble Member most seriously what harm 
there will bo in publishing the report and why and how its publication 
will he detrimental to the interest of the public of Bengal. Whatever 
it may be, let the Government place the report before the public and 
let us discuss it. If any attempt is made to conceal the report, we 
shall be inclined to believe that there is something behind it. Now, 
Sir, in the interest of public or in the interest of the public safety and 
peace and order, Government can say many things and the Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge, in particular, can say many things. May I ask him 
in all seriousness whether it is in the public interest that my letters 
are always opened and disfigured and those letters written to my wife? 
May I ask seriously whether it is in the interest of public that motor- 
cars and motor omnibuses in ray subdivision are stopped for Congress 
men, particularly for myself? Under the colour of public interest they 
can say many things. The District Magistrate of Khulna, 
Mr. Holland, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into all these details. They 
have hardly any relevance to the subject under discussion. 

Mauivi SYED MLALUODIN HASHEMY; I will just Bnish. Now, 
Sir, at the outset I said that I w'ould establish a charge of conspiracy 
against Guveriiiuent. Yesterday I said and 1 repeat it to-day that in 
Bengal if anybody goes about with a scrutinising eye, I am sure he 
will find that all the police officers, in spite of the fact that they have 
been armed with extraordinary powers, are doing things in a way that 
naturally provokes people and they are trying to bring about communal 
riots. 

Tilt HtiPIrtt Mr. A. MARR: Sir. I wish to know what it has got to 
do with the motion under discussion. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: I have already said that these have hardly any 
xdnvnnce to the motion under discussion: but, up to certain limits you 
itave to allow one to mention certain thing’s incidentally in order 
develop his points. 

MaiflYi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In (including, I would 
ask the Hon’ble Member who are the persoiiH who form the royalist 
party and whether the royalist party exist or not; and I would also ask 
him whether he has seen the manifesto issue<l by the royalist party. 
If he has swn it, does he not consider that the manifesto should be 
proscribed ? 

4 p.m. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Ifow do you connect the C'liittagong riot with 
the royalist party or their manifesto P 

Mautvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I establish it in this 
way. The idea of vengeance first emanuted from the manifestos which 
were issued and di.stributed to European memberw for vengeance foi 
the murder of Government .servant.**. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: time .\on aii\ thing moic didinite to provi* the 
relevan<‘> of >our remarks? 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I am asking the 
Hon’ble Meriiher-iii-cliurge to deny it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you will consider that to be a 
direct method. Strictly speaking, the relevancy of yonr remarks will 
be indisputable if you can establish by facts or informations in your 
possession that the royalist party had something to do with the 
Chittagong riot. 

Tha Hon’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order. The motion that we ore discussing relates to tlie situation 
which has arisen out of the fact that Government has not published a 
certain report on Chittagong. I fail to en*e what has that to do with 
the Chittagong riot. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The word ''situation" is broad enough to include 
that. 

MiUM SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 mentioned the 
fiaimm of Mesirs* Ofarlick, Cassells and others and wanted to show that 
iheae murders and assaults had something to do— ^ 
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Hit. PRItlDBNTt We are not discntiaing thoae incidents. 

[At 4-5 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reaasembled at 4-20 p.m.J 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, I ahaU examine this 
question from a rather different point. The present pob'cy oi the 
Government is to carry on the Government in co-Operation and in 
consultation with the public. In this matter there has been considerable 
agitation in this province, but there is a large section of the public 
who still look to the Government to come to a decision as regards the 
actual state of affairs nt Chittagong on the of'casiou. Allegations of 
the gravest nature have been made in public by men of great eminence. 
Just immediately after ihe incidents an attempt was made to give quite 
a different colour to the whole thing. There are some people who 
believe that the local officers were involved in connection with the 
incidents there. The action of His Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson in 
appointing a committee was much appreciatcHl, though a departmental 
committee did not come up to the expectations of the public who 
demanded an independent committee to examine the local situation. 
The commitUx* has submitted a report and on the basis of assurance 
given by His Excellency and other higher authorities, it is just and 
fair to expect that Government would come forward with an authorita- 
tive version of the occurrence. In the interests of their own officers, 
in the interests of good feeling and in the intere.sts of good Govern- 
ment, some authoritative version of the occurrenc'c should be published. 
The decision of the Government to withhold thi.s will be misunderstood 
and mis< tons trued. Government, in their own interests, should publish 
this dw'ument with their own findings on the subject. I know that 
the public is not prepared to accept the resolution of the Government 
as final on the subject. The Government has published a resolution on 
the Hijli inquiry, I think that that is not going to be the last word 
on the subject. If you want to carry on the Government in consultation 
and in co-operation with the public, if you are going to follow a 
consistent policy | if you do not want to go back 50 years in the 
administration of the country, I suggest that Government will be 
pleased to reconsider the matter and publish the report. 

Rti BMiadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Sir, you have been kind 
enough to grant us leave to move a motion for the adjournment of 
the House to discuss the situation arising out of the fact that the 
Government has not seen it fit to publish the report on the Chittagong 
matter. 

Ton have been further pleased to make it quite clear that the motion 
ia loJbe of a specific nature, n>., the situation arising out of the fact 
tiuil Oovemment has not thought it fit to publish the Chittagong ra- 
|Mi. The adjovnnnent motion has its origin in the answer given Iqr 
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ibi Hoa'ble MMnber-iB^ehaf^ to tlio quostion of Mr. BmOi ia whiob 
tlii Ho&*bl« Member^in-charge w«« to be pleoeed to lay on the 
table a copy of the report 

Hr. railtDEIIT: I do not think that you can itay that. 

Rai BMwiur KAMINI KUMAR DAt: Very well, Sir, 1 wiU not 
say that. Aa au inhabitant of Chittaguiig and as an eye-witness t 
can make some statement here which I had no opportunity to make 
before Mr. Sen Gupta’s committee, because my friends at Chittagong 
made him and other members of the committee Indieve that my state- 
ments would lie prejudicial. But op|»ortunity was given to me by 
Mr. Nelson when he held his inquiiy and I wan then able to say what 
happened which t<M>k my friendn by surprise and they did no! put a 
single question to me hy wu\ of cmsM'xamination as I did not con- 
ceal anything. 

In view of the adjournment motion of Mr. Basil, which you have 
been pleased to allow, I think you will like to have a timt-haiid re- 
port from one who w’as present at (’hittagong at the time of the occur- 
rence and afterwanls. 

Sir, I can tell you all the incidents of August, Mh'tl, and I can 
give you a positive .statement, as I was there. Tnspwtor Asbooullu 
was murdered on the evening previous at aliout 541!) p.in. 1 was not 
present at the time when there was a looting at the Banchjanya Press. 

I went to court next morning and while going towards the station I 
found that indisi*ri ruinate assault and looting by hordigans were going 
on at that time. 1 sent a telephonic message to the District Magis- 
trate, Mr. Eemm, and the Superiuieudent of Police, Mr. Johnson. 
Tbe latter met me and some other friends and said that as the situa- 
tion was brought under control, we could go. As we did not dare to 
proceed further, he gave us some constables who took us to the post 
office. From the post office we lould not go further, berause indii- 
criminate assaults and looting were still going on. Then jKiIice help 
was given to us, and while we were procewling towards our homes, 
we found that some shops including the shop of Debendra were burn- 
ing. From my house I could see the looting which went on from 

II a.m. to 24)0 p.m. We found that tbe looters were passing by our 
bouses with all sorts of articles in tbeir bands and that they were not 
in tbe least obstructed by anybody. Tbe policemen were there, but 
they did not do anything. (Cries of *’8baine".) These are facts bi 
which I (»n testify^ as an eye-witness. 

Then, Bir, Mr. N^son came to tbe station, and I have reason to 
beli«Te that Mr. Semm, the District Magistrate, took all possible 
ftepe in tbe matter. On tbe nett morning I was asked by my diiieiii 
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to go aad t»ee Mr. Nelson^ which I did. He was pleased to go round 
with me to see the houses that were looted. After that Mr. Kemni 
held an inquiry about this and that. After that there was a munici- 
pal meeting in which they (^ould not f*arr>^ a resolution to pass a vote 
of censure on local authority as we suggested to hold an inquiry. 
There was the report of Mr. Sen Gupta’s inquiry committee, but 
about that report it may be said that it was based on hearsay evi- 
dence. My positive statement, however, is to the effect that I saw the 
looting which went on from 11 a.m. to 2-30 p.m. Although there 
were police officers and additional policemen, they did not take any 
steps to bring the situation under control. These are facts of which 
there cannot be any denial and the rest I shall state if asked to do so. 

This much I can say regarding the publication of the report: 
Mr. Nelson held an inquiry' with Mr. (^raig, Inspector-General of 
Police, before whom we were examined, and our statements were re- 
corded in writing. But I fail to understand why that report has not 
been published. You may say, Sir, that it has not been done on 
account of public interest ; os to that I have nothing to say. As a 
loyal citiaen and as an adviser and councillor, T have a right to say 
that this policy is impolitic and that it is not farsighted. 

4-30 p.m. 

The statement of Mr. Prentice and also other statements of the 
Government are challenged by Mr. Sen Gupta wIjo has described the 
Magistrate supporting the tfoondns. As to that, these are facts which 
are now Wfore the House, and after (hat, if the report l)e not pub- 
lished, as has been observed by my friend, the inference will be 
yours. I, therefore, beseech Nim that there cannot be any reason why 
the report should not l>e p\ibUshed. I can say that the publication 
of the report will not do you any injuiy' because the people have 
already formed an opinion, and I do say, Sir, the publication of the 
report, if it be true reports, cannot do you any hann, because I am 
in a position to say that in that station the Government officer, Mr. 
Kemm, the Magistrate, is not so much to blame, and that was the 
opinion of the municipal commissioners, both non-official and nomi- 
nated. But, Sir, there will be something to say against the police, 
and I hope and trust you will believe me when I say that there can 
be no justification for not bringing the situation under control within 
four or five hours. That is the point for consideration. I have made 
my statement, and am wilting to make more statements, but so far as 
this motion is concerned , I do hope and trust that Government will 
see their way to publish the report, because without publication the 
people will make an inference of their own, and there cannot be any 
way out of it. Therefore, I think it is my duty to say that the pnblica- 
iion of this report will satisfy the public. This is all 1 can say, but 
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IKI the same time 1 must submit that bon'ble members like Mr. Banner- 
]«• bare said that the situation in the country is peculiar and absolutely 
dangerous, and we believe there is terrorism in the country, and this 
ts due to instances like this on the part of Government. 1 think it 
my duty as an humble adviser of Government and as a member of 
this Council to request (lovernment to publish the rejnirt. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Mr. President, I know nothing of this 
report. I know nothing of the reasons which have led Government 
not to publish it, why it should not W published or why it should 
be. But, Sir, during tlie course of this debate the mover of the 
adjournment motion made certain charges against meinliers of my 
community, the British nonofficial cbmiiuinity in (Chittagong. As 
the Leader of the British non-official party in this House, I should 
like with your permission to say a few words on that point. Now I 
say that to get a proper understanding of what happened in Chitta- 
gong last year, it is not sulHcient to think only of the unhappy occur- 
rences of August, the 'tOth. Mr. Hashemy in his speeidi has referrinl 
to what happened on (LkmI Friday in March last. On that Friday, 
there is.sned forth (luce parties, one of them from the (Congress head- 
quarters, which went to the club at ('hittagong with the direct object 
of murdering every Kuropeun and every official in Chittagong. Friday 
is the usual day of the week on which the British community in 
Chittagong meets at the club. But, by HeaveiFs good fortune, that 
Friday was Good Friday and the meeting did not take place. There- 
fore the British non-official community of (^hittagong were saved from 
murder, but the party of reliels succeedeil in murdering seven others 
at that time. There succeeded months in Chittagong during which no 
Britisher in that town felt his life safe. Almost every Britisher in 
the station rei*eived letters saying that he was going to he munlered. 
Bombs and pistols were dug up here and there; there were several 
attempts at further rebellion. Finally, this sequence of events 
finished in the unhappy murder of that most respected official Khan 
Bahadur Ashanullah. Now, Sir, it has l>een said by Mr. Busu that 
certain non-official Britishers were conceineil with the outrages that 
took place at Chittagong. If that were so — I do not know whether 
it is true or not — I say that everj^ member of my community regrets 
it. We must express our most sincere sympathy with any innocent or 
guiltless people who suffered from' the actions of any member of my 
community. Bat I would say to this House and through this House 
to the people of Bengal; is it surprising that young men under the 
conditions which existed at Chittagong last year broke out in this 
way? I say that they were hurried throughout the whole of the year, 
that their nerves were reduced to such a state that it was not at all 
forprising that there was an outbreak with results which we all deplore. 
They were during the whole of that year practically besieged. Then 
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viili reference io whet Mr. Been said from Mr. Sen Oupte’a atetement, 
Mr. Sen Ghipta blamed the whole of the non-official Bri^h community 
for anything that took place. Sir, when the rebellion took place at 
Chittagong, iny community were not such foole as to blame the whole 
Hindu |K>pulation of Bengal for the action of a small section of that 
community. It would indeed l>e foolish and stupid to have said that, 
and I appeal for the same consideration for our community. But I 
do say this, that I trust that there will be no repetition of the circum- 
stances which led to the occurrences as well as no repetition of the 
unfortunate occurrences themselves. I say, Sir, that while my com- 
munity are striving our utmost to hand over the Government of this 
country peacefully and successfully to Indians, we are absolutely and 
adamantly determined that we will fu)t be driven from this country by 
the pistol or by the bomb. 

Mfi Ja N> CUPTA; T bad the honour to spend the best part of my 
life in the service of the State, and T feel it my duty to obseive that 
I find it difficult to understand the reasons that could have induced the 
Government to decide not to publish this report. It strikes me that 
in no cinumstances can this lie in the interests of the public service 
itself. I cun quite imagine that under exceptional circumstances of 
excitement, young officei’s may perhaps not take the right step at the 
right moment, but I cannot conceive of any circumstances when a 
member of the great Service to which I bad the honour to belong, 
will so far forget his public duty and the position which he occupies 
as to lend himself to action which has been attributed to the District 
Magistrate of Chittagong. In fairness to that District Magistrate and 
to the service to which he belongs, 1 think this matter should be 
thrashed out. Tt is no kindness to him to let the people lielieve that 
had this report been published his reputation and career would have 
suffered. I do not believe that. I think the matter has been discussed 
very ably by previous speakers, and I, therefore, will not take up the 
time of the House in referring to it further. But one thing is certain, 
that if the willing co-operation of the people is w'ante<l, as I am sure 
His Excellency the Governor and His Excellency the Viceroy want, 
and not onl,\ the co-operation of men w'ho seek Government favour., 
it is ne<’esHary to put the public in a position that they will be able to 
discharge that imiMjrtant duty with some sense of self-respect and res- 
ponsibility. In all these cin^umstances 1 would earnestly request the 
Home Meml»er to reconsider the decision of the Government and to 
publish the report. I am sure the public will make every allowance 
for the difficult position of district and, other exe<*utive officers in the 
trying times, through which the country is passing and fionie of the 
difficmlties which my ftiend Sir Travers has alludeil to. But it is no 
use taking shelter by keeping in the dark; this will not serve any 
useful purpose. I know all Government documents are not nlin^ 
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but that is not lair in a case o! ibis nature. You expreasljr 
that yon would hare an inquiry made in the matter; after 
that Inquiry is made, you refuse to publish the report in the interests 
of the public. I cannot imagine such an attitude. I was not familiar 
with such an attitude in the days when I had the honour of serving 
the Qovemment. I do not want to say that there is a change in the 
mentality of the Government at present, but I would enniestly once 
more request the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice to consider whether in the 
interests of the public service itself he will not see his way to pulilish 
the report, and then give any explanation he likes ulniut the short- 
comings of the Government servants — if at all required to do so. 


4-45 p.m. 

Mailivi ABUL KA8EM: The (luestiou before the House, Sir, is a 
very simple one. 

Chittagong, Sir, has of late acquired an unenviahle reputation. 
Chittagong at any rate, I hope lioth sections of the Houw will agree 
with me, has lieen the centre of public attention, and I may say, the 
centre of attraction fur anarchists and revolufionanes. Recently facts 
have come out which show that, in spite of all the action taken by 
Government, sewls of revolution and the machinery and the organisa- 
tion are still there, and I am afraid, no one can deny this. So far 
as it goes, we will be prepared to supfiort Government in any measurea 
that they may adopt for the eradication of these evils and for the sup- 
pression of lawlessness in that district. But on the plea that there 
are revolutionaries and there are sec’ret societies in Chittagong, and 
simply on that plea to withhold the puhlication of a report made by 
two high officials of Government is^ahsurd on the fwe of it. There 
is no justification for not publishing the report of a committee appointed 
in accordance with a public demand for an inquiry into the events of 
Chittagong. By withholding the publication, sheer injustice is done 
to a large niimWr of public servants, as has Wn mentioned by ray 
friend Mr. Gupta. A great injustice has been done to Mr. Kemm, 
the District Magistrate of Chittagong. By keeping that report secret, 
you allow the agitators and the scandal-mongers and others to cirf ulale 
any news they like, and any report they choose to make and it has been 
aaid and I heard it said in this House by a raember of this House 
that if that report is published, Mr. Keram, the District Magistrate 
of Chittagong, would have to he proseruteil and sent to jail. I happen 
to know Mr. Kemm very well. I cannot believe, even if I see it with 
my own eyes, that Mr. Kemm can he guilty of an.v act of oppression 
or torture' or laadessness if he can avoid it. Whatever that may he, 
I think it is due to Mr. Kemm that the Government should publish the 
lull report, so far as be is concerned, which has been submitted by 
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Mr, Nelson. Secondly I have a particular reason to speak in this 
matter. By not publishing the report, Government have allowed the 
report of the non-oflGIcial committee of inquiry to which I personally 
attach very little importance to attract public notice. That report is 
before the public and that report gets the currency as the only report 
before the public, because there is no other report coming forward to 
contradict it. My grievance is that it has been said either openly 
or rather in whispers that members of my community who are more 
or less styled as goondas and rufBans, were led by officials and non- 
official Europeans to commit the loot in the city of Chittagong. I 
say, Sir, that the Mussalmans have never been fools. Whenever they 
want to do a thing, they will do it on their own account and not at the 
instance of another, however high that person may be. What I have 
found is, to my soitow and regret, that whenever there has been any 
riot where the Muhammadans have been the aggressors and when an 
attempt has been made U) explain their case, the vocal section of the 
population have raised the cry that the (lovernment is guilty of com- 
munal differences. If, however, the Muhammadans happen to be 
oppressed, in that case an attempt is made to show that there is nothing 
serious done. Tn support of my statement, I may refer to the incidents 
at Chittag<ing and also to what happened in ('alcutta in 1926. We, 
the p<H)ple of this country, are the .subjects of 11 is Mnjest}'. We have 
a right to demand in every <aMe of rioting and of communal rioting 
that the Government owes it to the people t<» hold a thorough inquiry 
into the riot and to publish the report apportioning the blame to whom- 
soever is guilty and not leave the public at large or people interested 
to circulate rumours to the discredit of the established Government. I, 
therefore, hope that this House wdll, by an overwhelming majority, 
record its opinion in favour of the publication of the report and dis- 
approve of the conduct of the Government in not publishing the report. 

Tlw HmIMb Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I was curious to discover 
what the mover of the resolution had to say about the situation arising 
out of the non-pablication of the report on the Chittagong incident. 
I could only gather from him that there is a general distrust in 
regard to the conduct of Government officers, and a suspicion that 
whatever was stated in the non-official report of inquiry is correct. 
I do not propose to go into the Chittagong incidents to-day. I will 
only state this, that Government have come to the conclusion that 
this particular report cannot be published. They have come to this 
conclusion — it is not I, but the Loc'al Government, as constituted 
under the Govefument of India Act, that is to say, the Government 
of His Excellency the Governor with the Executive Members on the 
one side and the Ministers on the other, — they have come to this 
conclusion. I would ask Mr. Gupta to recognise that whatever may 
be the reason for not publishing the report, it need not necessarily be 
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discftditable to Qovemment or any of its officials. It may be, at 
Mr. Gupta well knows, that people submitting reports to Oovemment 
do not write them with a mind to their being ultimately published. 
They write them to give the Government a full and frank description 
of the matter under discussion and when submitting their reports, 
th^ make their comments in a frank manner. I will ask all those 
who criticise Government for not publishing the report to remember 
the circumstances under which this report was written, and also to 
believe that Government’s decision not to publish this report does not 
mean that Government has burked the situation which occurred at 
Chittagong. The position is that the situation is still under the 
consideration of Oovemment, and at present we are not in a position 
to state w’hat our decision will be. We recognise the widespread 
demand for information and we are prepared in <lue course to make 
the public acquainted with our conclusions. 

As regards the specific incidents, specific questions have already 
been submitted l>y members of the Touncil, and answers to these ere 
under (‘onsideration. During the budget debate, I am sure many of 
these questions will come up in (he shape of motions and on (hat 
occasion we pro]>o8e to deal with them specifically, as, by that time, 
it is hoped we shall be in a position to state our conclusions. What 
T undertake to do now is to assure the (^mncil that at n later date 
our conclti-'ions will la* communicated to them. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, at tbe very 
outset I may say that I do not krmw' the reasons which have led 
Government to withhold this report; I do not know' what that report 
contains; but I am perfectly willing to n^cognise that in an official 
report there may be reasons w^hich may justify Government in with* 
holding it. Whether there are such reasons in this particular report 
I do not know', and I do not wish to make any suggestion in this 
connection. The reason, Sir, why I have stofal up to speak is not 
in regard to that jwint so much as to speak on the incidents and 
because of some remarks w’hich have been made by the mover of the 
resolution and the memlier w'ho followed him ; I mean the charge of 
conspiracy which has been alleged and in which it is implied that 
the Muhammadans were led by the police and the Officials and 
perhaps by non-official Europeans to commit the loot and other 
mischievous acts which they are supposed to have done. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: I never said that. 

KHtn BafMMNir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN s Well, that waa 
my impression, Sir. Reference has been made to the report of Mr. Sen 
Onpta regarding which I may say that any judge who may read 
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tliat report, will at once say that it was a jadgmeat written 1^ an 
advocate and not by a jndge. 


Mw dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the member relevant to refer to that report? That report is not 
before 


Hr, PRESIDENT: A reference was previously made to that report 
in the course of the debate. 

Kliin Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Mr. J. M. Sen 

Oupta and his paily’s report is a judjftnent written by a lawyer who 
had gone to defend a caHe and the evidence seems to have been taken 
as far as I can judge not for the purpose of arriving at a conclusion 
but to support the conclusion that had been arrived at already. Sir, 
my excuse for spetiking on this particular occasion is that not only 
I have personal knowledge of the many incidents relating to 
Chittagong in my ofRcial capacity but also because soon after the 
inquiry was held by Mr. Sen Gupta, I and some of my colleagues in 
this House happened to be there and we made direct inquiries from 
many of the Moslem leaders. (Mr. N. K. B\sr: This will then 
make a third report). The conclusions that w’e arrived at were quite 
different from those arrived at by Mr. Sen Gupta. Sir, I repudiate 
ver>' strongly the statement that the p<dice officers and the District 
Magistrate actually incited the Moslems to commit these outrages. 
It was no use, Sir, denying that this incident was a coniinunal one, — 
not communal in the sense that the leaders of the Moslem community 
incited the Moslems to commit it, but because it was a spontaneous 
act by the mob, a certain class of Mussalmans among whom the late 
Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah was veiy* popular. The late Khan Bahadur 
had served Government for about 25 years, 23 years of which were 
spent in Chittagong. Naturally, therefore, he had many friends 
among the people of that locality. 

5 p.m. 

I have heard it from his sondndaw himself, who was present all 
along, that not only the District Superintendent of Police did not 
incite the Muhammadans but actually went round and begged the 
leaders and took the son-indaw of late Ahsanullah with him to beg the 
leaders to stop the Muhammadans from committing any mischief. 

My friend Rai Bahadur Eamini Kumar Das has also told us that 
whenever he sent any Information or made any report to the Collector 
or to the police officers they at once came or sent the police to hdp. 
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In i^onn^tion with this incident it must be remembered that the 
oondil^n of the Chittagong olticials before the oi'currenoei at 
Chittagong was very unplensant. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is it relevant to the subject of 
the Chittagong report? 

Ktlifi BalUKiur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I submit that 

a reference has been made to these incidents and T am following the 
other speakers. It must [)e also remeiiibereil that for the last two years 
these officials have l>een working under the greult*Ht strain. Day after 
day and night after night the |»olice officers were harassed by the 
people in various ways. I am not justifying in any way any excesses 
which the police underlings might have committed, but I think 1 
owe it as a duty to myself and to the police offi<*ers themselves and 
to the public generally t(» say that I can testify to the selfless work 
that these officers di<l at Chittagong dniing the disturbam-cs. I knew 
Mr. Johnson persimally, being coniuv-ted with him officially, and ] 
cannot imagine an officer with greater Imlunce and more hard-working 
and loyal to his duties than he [)roved himself to be <luring tiie 
disturbances, and the same must be said of all officials, whether Indian 
or European. I say it is very discourtwius for memWrs of this 
Council without knowing facts to ascribe motives — — 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Hut we want to know the fa<'ts. 

Klian Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: And blame the 
officials who are absolutely blameless. 

As regards the disturluinces 1 have already said that although 
they were not communal in the sense that the leaders of the Mussaimans 
were inciting somebody, yet they were certainly ('ommuiiul in the 
same sense as the Cawnpf>re and Benares disiuriiaiicf^s w*ere communal. 

Mr. PAEilDENT: You need not refer to those incidents. 

Mr. BHANTI tHEKHAREBWAR RAYS Are we dlMussitig the 
report that has not been published? 

Khan Bahadlir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: As I have already 
said, I have nothing to say about the non-publication of the report 
except the fact that we must recognise that (lovemment may have 
very good *reasotis for not publishing it. It may lie that the report 
may contain remarks which may lead to (‘omtuunal Hots or to any 
fresh disturbance; and it may not be politic for various other reasons 
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tliat report, will at once say that it was a jadgmeat written 1^ an 
advocate and not by a jndge. 


Mw dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the member relevant to refer to that report? That report is not 
before 


Hr, PRESIDENT: A reference was previously made to that report 
in the course of the debate. 

Kliin Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Mr. J. M. Sen 

Oupta and his paily’s report is a judjftnent written by a lawyer who 
had gone to defend a caHe and the evidence seems to have been taken 
as far as I can judge not for the purpose of arriving at a conclusion 
but to support the conclusion that had been arrived at already. Sir, 
my excuse for spetiking on this particular occasion is that not only 
I have personal knowledge of the many incidents relating to 
Chittagong in my ofRcial capacity but also because soon after the 
inquiry was held by Mr. Sen Gupta, I and some of my colleagues in 
this House happened to be there and we made direct inquiries from 
many of the Moslem leaders. (Mr. N. K. B\sr: This will then 
make a third report). The conclusions that w’e arrived at were quite 
different from those arrived at by Mr. Sen Gupta. Sir, I repudiate 
ver>' strongly the statement that the p<dice officers and the District 
Magistrate actually incited the Moslems to commit these outrages. 
It was no use, Sir, denying that this incident was a coniinunal one, — 
not communal in the sense that the leaders of the Moslem community 
incited the Moslems to commit it, but because it was a spontaneous 
act by the mob, a certain class of Mussalmans among whom the late 
Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah was veiy* popular. The late Khan Bahadur 
had served Government for about 25 years, 23 years of which were 
spent in Chittagong. Naturally, therefore, he had many friends 
among the people of that locality. 

5 p.m. 

I have heard it from his sondndaw himself, who was present all 
along, that not only the District Superintendent of Police did not 
incite the Muhammadans but actually went round and begged the 
leaders and took the son-indaw of late Ahsanullah with him to beg the 
leaders to stop the Muhammadans from committing any mischief. 

My friend Rai Bahadur Eamini Kumar Das has also told us that 
whenever he sent any Information or made any report to the Collector 
or to the police officers they at once came or sent the police to hdp. 
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this connection I must make it clear that it is not the Honlile 
Mr. Prentice alone against whom we are speaking; we are blaming 

the wEole of the reserved side of (lovernment. The Hon’ble Sir 

B. B. Ghose, the Hon’ble Sir Alwlelkerim Ghiunavi and the Honlde 
Mr. Man share the responsibility equally with the Hon’ble Mr. 
Prentice, and I only wish that the Hon’ble Sir Bepin Behari Ghose 
and the Hon’ble Sir Ahdelkeiim Ohuenavi would tender their 
resignation before going home. They can well afford to do it. I do 
not any reason or any excuse for these two Bengali gentlemen to 
stick to office after what the Government with which they are associated 
has done. Who has ever heard of such a thing!* Government appoints 

two of its officer^ to take evidence and submit a report, and then does 

not publish that report! (A voice: What alwut KulkatiP) Well, that 
was a confidential inqiiirj' only, but this was not; this inquiry was 
made liy a committee appointed by Oovernmeid ; it is quite different, 
and it hurts me as an Indian to see that any Indian should supi>ort 
the non-publication of the report. 

As regards the Hon ble Mr. Marr, he is very nearly retiring ond 
he may retire now to absolve himself from blame. As regards the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentic’e, be gets a quarter of the blame, but I do appeal 
to him, if he cares for his reputation, not to maintain this attitude, 
this out-of-date imperialistic attitude, that whatever he and his caste 
think right they must get done, irrespectne of public opinion, and 
tliut we must always support them. Tin* Hon ble Members on the 
reserved side must remember that tlie> l»eIong to a doomed institution, 
and that they have been voutdi-aled their hour of grace only to 
prepare Bengal for the coming transfonnation, and not to resist it. 
as they are doing. This attitude on the part of Government, this 
anxiety to sit tight over the report, could have been understood 
before 1914, but not after the War since when Kngland lias definitely 
abandoned imperialism, and addressed herself to the task of practising 
that Christianity which she had so long professed. 

MMlvi tYiO dALALUDDIN HAIHEMY: 1 move that the 
queetion he now put. 

fir LANCELOT TRAVERS; Before \ou rule on this closure 
motion, may I ask the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice a question? Is it a fact 
that Government intend to publish a gist of the report without 
publishing the actual report iteelfP 

Tilt Htii%ii Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ail I am authonsed to 
•ay is that at present the decision of Government is not to publish it. 
If, howevo’, it is subsequently decided to publish any of it, I cannot 
•ay what form it will take. 
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The motion that the qaestion be now put wae then pnt and agreed 
to. 

The motion of Mr. Narendre Stunar Basn was then put and % 
division iaken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, iMuIvi HlMisii. 

■emiit Mauivi tyad MajM. 

■afitrjii Mr. P, 

■afiharlaa, labu Jltansralai. 

•ate, OalNi JatiNtfra Nata. 

•ase* Mr. MartMlra Kumar, 
iasi, Mr. i. M. 

■urai, tabu Oakul OhanS. 
fihattarlM. Mr. ■. C. 

ObauShurl, Kabu Kitheri Mohan. 
ObatNihuri, Dr. Saaontfra Chamlra. 
OhauShuri, Khan bahadur Mauivi 
Allmuuaman. 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Nural Aboar. 
Ohawdhuryi Mauivi Abdul tthani. 

Oat, Rai Rahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rai lahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Oupta, Mr. d. N. 

Hakim. Mauivi Abdul. 

Haohomy. Mauivi tyad <lalaluddin. 

HiRuo, Kaii Imdadul. 

MaRI, Mr. R. 


Mittra, Rabtt Sarat Chandra. 

M to h or j oai Mr. baramaprami. 

Mukhorji, Rai bahadur Salioh Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya. Rai bahib barat C ha ndr a . 
Nab, tMhu buk Ul. 
eoddar, both Hunuman frooad. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aziiur. 

Rai Mahaoai, Munindra Ooh. 

Ray, Mr. bhanti bhokharoowar. 

Ray Chowdtiury, babu batioh Chandra. 
Rout, babu Hoioni. 

Roy, babu Haribanuu 
Roy, babu baiyondra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. barat Kumar. 

Roy Choudhuri, babu Horn Chandra, 
bahana, babu batya KInkar. 
balauddin, Mr. Khamja. 
bamad, Mauivi Abduo. 
bhah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid, 
bingh, brijut Taj bahadur. 
biroar, Dr. Sir Hilratan. 


NOES. 


Autlin, Mr. 4. M. 
bakih, Mauivi bhaik Rahim, 
bal, babu Ullt Kumar. 

Sal, Mr. barat Chandra, 
barma, Rai bahib Panohanan. 
bartloy, Mr. C 

baoir Uddin, Khan bahib Mauivi Moham- 

blMy, Mr. I. N. 
bottomioy, Mr. 4. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan bahadur Mauivi Habtur 
Rahman. 

Ohowdhury, Haji badi Ahmod. 

Clark, Mr. i. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Coppiiibor, MaJorOonoral W. V. 

Ciopor, Mr. C. S. 

Oaiii, Mr. S. R. 

Cuoufii, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Paroaui, tho Hon'hlo Navrab K. 0. H., Khan 
bahadur. 

Pawouo, Nr. L. R. 
rorfomorii oir. o* oomiwviu 
bancali, Rai bahadur buoil Kumar, 
bhooi, tho HoaWlo Mr b. b. 
bhmnavi, tho HonWIo AlhadJ bir Ahdal- 
horim. 


bilohritt, Mr. R. N. 

Ouho, Mr. P. N. 
bumor, Mr. 0. W. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. b. 

Hooain, Nawab Muoharruf, Khan bahadur. 
Hooialn, Rauivi Muhammad. 

Huooain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4. 

Khan, Mauivi AniiaHUhlamun. 

Khan, Khan bahib Mauivi Muaatam All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamicuddln. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Maguiro, Mr. t, T. 

Marr, tho Non*bit Mr. A. 

Mawn, Mr. b. A. 

MoCluakio, Mr. 1. T. 

MilMr, Hr. C. b. 

Mamin, Khan bahadur Muhanunad Rhbdle 
Nag, Rov oro nd b.A. 

NaNmuddia, tho Hon'hlo Mr. Khnaja. 
Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Crdtih, Mr. 4. C. 

Philpol, Hr. H. C. Y. 

Prontioo, tho Hon'hlo Mr. W. b. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. AhdiiP> 

Ray, babu Sm u l y adha a 
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Sr tiuMItL 

WilktMM, Mr. N. R. 
WMMMMiifc, Mr. W. 'ft 


Tlie Ayes being 42 and the Noes 58, the motion that the business 
of the Council be adjourned for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, rir., the situation arising out 
of the fact that Government has not thought fit to publish the report 
on the Chittagong matter, was lost. 


Adloummant 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-10 p.in., on the 4th February, 
1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Froottdiiigf of tlio Bongal LtgMativo Cotmeil onoiiibliil imdor tlio 
prowitiofit of tN Covommont of Indit Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houee, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 4th February, 1932, at 2-30 p.m. 


Priioiit: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manhatha Nath Bat 
Chauohuri, kt., of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 107 nominated 
and elected members. 


SUrrotf Quoitioiis 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Drainage scheme in the Rajshahi College hostel. 

m Birim KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’hU 
Minister in ('har^»'e of the hMuration T)t^|>artment be pleaswl to state — 

(t) what |)roffT<^«i if has been made with the scheme for the 
construction of a drainaj^e for the Rajshahi College hostel; 
and 

(ii) when the said scheme is likely to be taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Honllle Mr. Khwaja NaiimilcMin): (t) and (n) A sclieme w^as prepared, 
but its consideration has been deferred until financial conditions improve. 

BabU KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if there is any chance of this being taken up at an 
early date as it concerns the health of a large number of students? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid, there is 
no chance of this lieing taken up early. But I may tell the House that 
even the municipal drainage scheme, which is much more urgent, is 
not likely to be taken up at an early date. 

Letter from tN teeretery, Preie imiBoyeee’ Aeeeeiatleii, Oeieiittii 

*t1. Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURIl (a) WiU the Hon’Ue Minieter 
in charge of the Looel 8elf-€h>v^iiieiit D^^ertmeni be pieaeed to etote 
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wheiim tl» aoTemmeiit have received a letter fimn Uie Secretary, 
Preea Employees' Association, Calcutta, dated the 11th December. 
1931 P 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hou'ble Minis, 
ter he pleased to lay on the taUe a copy of the said letter? 

(c) Will the Hon’fale Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, 
has bean or is intended to be taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in oharga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho HonTilo Mr. BiJoy Pratod Singh Roy): («) No such letter 
can be traced in my departments. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 


Closing of oourt businoss for •<Asar** pr^ysrs. 

•22. Mouivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Appointment Deiwrtment he pleased to state whether 
the Government have given effect to the msolution which was (urried 
in the Council on the *31st July, 19»31, regarding (he closing of court 
busine.sft for Asar prayers during the short days in certain months of 
the year? 

(h) If no effect has been given a.s yet, will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state tho reasons theiefor? 

MEMBER in chargt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’Mo Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): io) It has been deciiieil to issue a 
circular to Revenue and Oiniinal t'ourts legurding the facilities to be 
granted for Asar prayer to Miihuinniadan litiganth, witnesses and legal 
practitioners when courts sit after 5 p.m. between Octfdier and February 
and to address the High Court on the subject of issuing siiuilnr 
instructions to Civil Courts. 

(b) Does not arise. 


ANotmont of holidays. 

•2S. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be leased to state bow the holi- 
days under the Negotiate Instruments Act and announced by Execu- 
tive ofder are allotted in respect of the religious festivals of the Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians, respectively, and also in respect of State 
funetioiis?. 

(5) Are the Goveniinoiit aware of a genml feeling anurng the 
Muslim community that the allotment is not fair to thair ooanaitiitjrf 

to 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in Um affiimatiTe, will the 
Member be pleased to slate what steps, if anjr, tiie Ooremmeiit am 
taking to meet this view-point f 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tN Hon>M« 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) The holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act 
and announced by Executive orders are now distributed as follows: — 



Act. 

Executive. 

State 

... 4 

nil. 

Christian 

... 6 

4 

Hindu 

... 14 

9 

Muslim 

... .6 

nil. 


30 

13 


(b) Yes. 

(c) The ninttcr is under consideration. 

Mauivi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: With reference to answer (c) is it 
possible for the Hon’ble Member to give the House an idea as to the 
time within which a decision can be expected? 

TN Hon’blf Mr. A. MARR; I am afraid I cannot give any idea of 
the time. 


Unttarrtd QiMttkm 

(answers to which were laid on IN table). 

€hain Survey operatien in Rangpur. 

22. Kaxi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government have received any representation urging postponement of 
the Chain Survey operation in Rangpur till the present harvest is over? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is the decision 
of the Govennnoot on the said representation? 

(e) Will the settlement work be continued for full three years? 

(d) Will the realiiation of the cost of settlement be deferred until 
normal time comes ? 
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MfeMBER bi dMfft REVENUE DEPARTMENT (Um Hm'Ma 
Hr ft. B. CIMM): (a) Yes. 

(h) GoTernment decided that there was no reason to poetpone the 
work till after the haneating of the paddy crop. The survey was done 
by air photography and verj* little chaining was therefore necessary. 

(c) It is expected that the field work and attestation will continue 
until 1936-37 and that the operations will be completed in 1938. 

(d) This will be decided when the time for recovery comes. 
Recovery of A Block is not due to begin until the year 1934-35. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With regard to answer {0) will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state, whether the survey by air 
photography would bring about the desired results and whetlier it is 
a fact that this survey mi{ght have been made by chain operations!^ 

Tha Hofl’Me Sir B* Bt CHOSE: With regard only to the portion 
covered by trees it was not quite satisfactory. 


Number of revenue-free eeUtei. 

23. Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nathl- 
pur: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue De^iartment 
be pleased* to state the number of revenue-free estates existing at 
present in Bengal, that are covennl by taidads? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir B. B. CHOSE: Government regret that it is pro- 
bably impossible to obtain the infonnation asked for; in any case the 
matter would require prolonged investigation, which Government are 
not prepared to undertake. 


Grant to union boards for anti-midarial puipoMS. 

U, BNNi iUK LAL NACi Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether 
it is in the contemplation of the Government to allow union boards to 
spend the sum granted to them for anti-malarial purposes for drainage 
and for removing water-hyacinth in addition to the purposes already 
sanctioned ? 

Tho HoiPblO Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYt No grants are at 
present made by Government direct to nniem boards for * 'anti-malarial 
purposes." It would be competent for union boards to spend, giants 
aui^ by the district board under section 45 of the Bengal TlUaga 
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IM^Gaverament Act, 1^19 (Bengal Act V of 1919), or aUotmeiita 
from tbe augmentation grant in a district in whicb, these are made to 
union boards direct on drainage and the removal of water-hyacinth so 
far as particular works of this nature fall under Chapter IV of the Act 
with special reference to sections 26, 27 and 31. 


RilOliftioiii 

(on mattors of gonoral public intaroct). 

[The discussion on resolution regarding release of persons detained 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act was then resumed.] 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Sir, at the outset let me 
assure the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice that I certainly do not welcome the 
prospect of on invasion of my zenana by the persons whom he has 
arrested as the instigators of the dastardly outrage committed at 
Comilla. But is he quite sure that he has got the right persons? If 
so, the obvious course for him is to place these persons before a court of 
justice and let law take its own course. If he fails to do this, the very 
failure carries its own condemnation. His Department failed to prevent 
the tragedy. His Department fails to help in dealing out adequate 
punishment to the guilty. I submit there is something wrong some- 
where with such a department. Is it then a matter of surprise that 
the activities of his Department are looked upon with suspicion? Are 
we not entitled to accept his conclusions with caution? I^et me go back 
to the detenus. Some of the speakers here have dubbeil them as 
criminals; some have called them as desperate men. These insinuations 
have been made on the floor of the House against men who are not here 
to defend tlicmselves. To clear up the point, some time ago, I put a 
question to the Hon’ble Member in chaise of the Police Department to 
state how many of these persons had any previous conviction of an 
offence involving violence. The Hon’ble Member did not care to give 
a straight answer to a straight question. His reply was that his men 
were too busy to ('ollect the information. Sir, I deliberately put the 
question with a view to test the metho<ls employed by him to come to 
a decision in each individxuil case. I believe he will find very few 
persons among the detenus who have any such previous conviction. On 
the contrary we know that several persons after an open trial upon an 
acquittal, in some cases by the Hon'ble High Court, have been 
rearrested under this Bengal Criminal Amendment Act. I ask in all 
seriouanees, is this fair? But what is the use of arguing with the 
Hon’ble Member in ebarge of the Police Department? He has use for 
the Hon’ble High Court when the High Court accepts a retracted 
coalession as true, he does not trouble himself with the decision of the 
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EovlVk High Court when there is an acquittal. He cannot take any 
notice of the decision of the Hon’ble High Cburt when a Police officer 
is held guilty of taking bribe. Sometimee the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has 
no use for even the Special Tribunals. He has got the Bengal Criminal 
Amendment Act— -why bother— with such a short-cut to justice at hand. 
Sir, my friend Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy state*! that from his 
personal knowledge he could a^iseil that at least 40 per cent, of the 
detenus had nothing to do with terrorism. He takes on active part in 
the stormy politics of Bengal. He can speak with authority on the 
subject. I am at a divsadvantage. I hardly know a single j>er»ou 
among the detenus. So far as I have been able to gutlier from the 
information available to me, these men do not appear to be very 
desperate men. So far as I am aware, there has been no attempt 
anj^here on the part of a detenu to escape from custody. If any <letenu 
has disobeyed any rule, he has done so with a view to assert his self- 
respect. We do not expect such wnduct from criminals or desperate 
men. 

Sir, it is with great distress that I heard the sj)eecbe8 delivered by 
the members of the European block. Their attitude makes one despair 
of the success of Parliamentary ‘iv>tem of (lovernnient which is going 
to he shortly established. It is a great pity they cannot look at things 
from our stand-point. Well, Sir, I hope the (lovernment will take a 
note of the fact that so far as this resolution is concerned it has re<‘eived 
practic^ally unanimous support from every Indian niemher who has 
spoken on the subject. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I spoke hut I certainly did not support him. 

Mr. SHANXI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Among Hindu members 
my friend Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das did not sup|K>rt me, but 
that too under a misapprehension. Sir, when I a^k the (Government to 
release the political prisoners I do not suggest that an amnesty slMUild 
be granted to them. What I suggest is (hat they should be released 
and if there is sufficient evidence against any <if them he shoubl be 
brought to trial and put to jail, if necessary. Another Indian speaker 
who spoke against me is Maulvi Ahul Kasem, for whom 1 have tlie 
greatest regard. But, Sir, I have this comadation that while Maulvi 
Abul Kasem is against it, hin brother is patriotic enough to deserve the 
notice of the Government of Bengal. I only came to learn this morning 
that Maulvi Abul Hye, younger brother of Maulvi Abul Kasem, has 
been hauled up under one of the Ordinances and he has l)een sent to jail. 

Now let me return to my rescdution. I have brought this resolution 
in a spirit of service — service to the Government and service to my 
country. Sir,, during the last few days we have heard a lot about these 
detenus. I have personal experience how a sane and otherwise sober 
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young man becomes a terrorist. I can call to memory an incident in 
my young life that took place some 25 years ago when I was an under- 
graduate, and when hut for the sympaChy of a great Irish lady and the 
kindness of the British head of her institution at Benares, I would have 
qualified myself for the gallows. 

2-46 p.m. 

Many of the members may remember that a long time ago Mrs. 
Annie Besant addressed a famous letter to her countrymen in India on 
Indian politics. A question was put to me from the European benches 
— how does anarchism thrive in India? In that letter you will find 
the answer. Well, my friend Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
accused me of being of moderate mentality. In my time I was accused 
of being of Government mentality when years ago I was appointed an 
honorary magistrate at Puri. A change from Government mentality to 
moderate mentality is a promotion. But, Sir, I submit that my 
moderate mentality and my antecedents induce me to think that when 
I place the suggestion before the House it is entitled to serious 
consideration by Government. Sir, I may tell you that this policy of 
provocation must stop. I may tell you that 1 found my 18-year old 
boy coming home with a red and flushed face after seeing the procession 
of the dead body of Santosh Kumar Mitra. I am afraid that is not only 
my experience, but that is the experience of every man with family in 
his home. So it should be our business to see how somehow or otlier 
this condition of things should .stop. In all humility and with a full 
sense of responsibility I liave made a suggestion and I am sure it will 
be accepted sooner or later, sooner tbe belter. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Rir. on a point of per.smial explanation. 
It is certainly trne that one of my younger brothers is at present 
detained under the Ordinance. I may explain that he is there not 
becau^ tbe indice or the executive want him to.be there but because 
he was himself vary keen and anxious to be there to play 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“This Council recommends to the Government to release all persons 
detained without trial under the Bengal Criminal T^aw Amendment Act, 

1530.” 

The following motion was called but not moved and therefore deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Rtl BallMiUr KAMINI KUMAR DAS: “This Council recommends 
to the Government that an inquiry be made into tbe working and 
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adnuhaBtratian of the Badar Khali Coionigation, Cox^s Baiar^ in the 
disinh^ of Chittagong, by a committee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Miniater-in-charge, the Registrar of the Co-operative Societies and five 
other members of this Council with special reference to its present 
administration and conduct of business there.*’ 


Vatorinary studias* 

Mr, 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: I beg (o move that this (Viuncil 
recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to make 
provision for adequate veterinary aid in Bengal and to introduce in the 
syllabus of studies in the Bengal Veterinaiy^ College instructions in 
rearing and breeding horned rattle and poultry in addition to the 
instructions in the treatment of their diseases. 

Sir, the Royal Commission on Agriculture in India has opined that 
the provision of veterinary aid in India is at present totally inadequate 
{vide page 30, Abridged Report) and also that, “there are no Veterinary 
Surgeons in private practice in India, in the rural areas. The result is 
total inadequacy of the existing arrangements for contndliiig (’ontngious 
diseases and attending to animals suffering from ordinary ailments and 
injuries.” The Royal Commission hence recommended “the estuldishment 
in each district of a central veterinary hospital having accommodation 
for in-patients with a number of dispensaries serving sulKlivisions of the 
districts.” But unfortunately very little has since been «lone to obviate 
this inadequacy of veterinary aid, not to speak of meeting the further 
recommendation of the Royal Commission, i.e.. “to meet the obvious 
shortcomings of the single dispensary serving a large tract of country, 
we recommend that the staff attached to dispensaries should be increasetl 
and men sent out to tour in the surrounding districts.” The Commission 
therefore recommended : “the first necessity is a very substantial 
increase of veterinary oflScers of all grades. The aim should he to 
provide at least one Veterinary Assistant Surgeon for every 25,000 
cattle and one qualified Veterinary Surgeon for each district, who 
would have on an average about fi00,000 cattle, in addition to other 
live-stock in the area under his charge.” On this basis, the number 
of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons only, would roughly lie increased 
four-fold. Sir, in consideration of all these, I ask the House to 
recommend to the Government that steps be taken, as stmui ns possible, 
to make necessary provisions for a<lequate veterinary aid in Bengal. 

Sir, the Commission further remarks (page 20, Abridged Report) 
that “large numbers of diminutive cattle are a serious drain on a 
eouniry in which the fodder supply is so scarce in certain seasons of 
the year as it is in India.” “The process having gone so far, India 
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acquired so large a cattle population and the aiae of the animldl 
in many tracts having fallen so low, the task of reversing the prooesi 
of deterioration and of improving the live-stock of this country is noi 5 
a g^ntic one ; but on improvement in its cattle depends, to a degree that 
is little understood, the prosperity of its agriculture and the task musi 
be faced. The two important factors in cattle improvement arc 
feeding and breeding/^ But who are to guide the people in these 
sciences? The shortest cut to arrive at a solution of this huge problem, 
it appears to me to be, to introduce in the syllabus of studies of the 
Bengal Veterinary College, instructions in the rearing and breeding of 
horned cattle, in addition to the instructions in the treatment of their 
diseases ; for, in the event of the recommendations of the Royal Commis- 
sion to increase the veterinary staff fourfold, as I pointed out in the 
•first part of my resolution, being carried out, this gigantic task of the 
improvement of homed cattle may be satisfactorily faced. No doubt 
there are I. D. D. examinations which are annually turning out studentfl 
competent to deni with these matters. But their paucity is even greater 
than those of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and also perhaps they 
are more expensive, inasmuch as two separate individuals — one for 
breeding and rearing and another for treating the cattle in their 
diseases, etc., are required to be maintaine<l in place of one. So if tlie 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon l)e also a cattle-breeder and thus serve the 
dual purposes necessary, expenses will necessarily be greatly minimised. 

Sir, the Royal Commission considered it the duty of the Provincial 
Colleges to provide instructions in dairying for their own students. Had 
this re('omraendation been followed, it would certainly have helped a 
great deal in this way. But alas! the question of funds always, as in 
tbis case, stands in the way. And even though at least one college in 
Bengal, I mean the Rajshahi College, was supplied with funds for 
this purpose, by my brother late Kumar B. K. Ray of Dighapatiya, T 
regret to say, the Government could not see its way yet to accept that 
endowment. Sir, I brought a “cut’’ motion in this Council year before 
last for this pUTpose, but though hopes were held out, nothing has so 
long material iced. Sir, the best and most economical course, therefore, 
will be, as I am now suggesting, to impart instruction.s in rearing and 
breetling of homed cattle along with the instructions in the treatment 
of their diseases, in the Bengal Veterinary College. I had a talk with 
Mr. Macgregor, the Principal of the Veterinaiy^ Cblletpre, about this and 
he too admitted the force of niy arguments. And as now with the 
advent of motor vehicles the necessity for horses has dwindled down 
practically to ikro, the necessity for imparting instructions in equine 
surgery and medicine has, also in consequence, been greatly reduced. 
Hence there is now ample opportunity for the Oolle|ge to turn its atten- 
tion towards adopting in its curriculum this branch of studies along 
with that of treatment of the diseasee of the homed cattle. And 1 
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olalilt Sir, tkat tkia can be accomplished with only slight modifications 
of iiie existing arrangements for imparting instructions in the College, 
and so with but small additional expenses. I accordingly addressed a 
letter to the Government. Department of Agriculture and Industries, 
to this effect on April 7, 1931. and received the following reply on August 
7th. (I do not think that 1 should take up the time of the Council 
by reading it.) 1 am not aware if the question has since been favourably 
considered as I have had no further communication regarding it from 
the Government. If the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 
be still deliberating over the question, would not their deliberations be 
helped if we, from Bengal, demand for these very necessary modifica- 
tions in the curriculum of studies of the Veterinarj' College}^ And 
surely, the College being under the Government of Bengal, it has every 
right to demand what is l)eneficial for ite people. 

Sir, my next suggestion is. to introduce in the syllabus of studies 
of the College instructions in rearing, breeding, and treatment in 
diseases of poultry. Sir, this branch of aiiiinul husbandry’ is drawing 
increased attention of the world and also of India, and JH>me t)f the 
local Governments, such as the T'nited Provimes Government, have 
appointed expert advisers for iK)ultry. Kven (uir Government, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, have got a poultry branch attached to the Dacca 
Agricultural Farm. But no attempt is being made to encourage, guide 
and develop poultry-rearing and breeding among the agriculturistH, who 
may thus be greatly profited by it. If the Veteriium' Assistant 
Surgeons are trained in these subjeids they can be of great help in this 
direction also, to the agriculturists. The College already has startwl 
a poultry branch as the oomm unicat ion of the Government points out, 
so it would only be a few steps aliead if now instructions in this 
branch be included in the syllabus of its studies, not “as a leuiporary 
expedient’’ but as an organised measure. 

MINISTER in ofitrgA of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the HofPbie NawMi K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 

•ahadur): Sir, the resolution divides itself info two parta. In the 
first place, it re<*oinmends that provision should be made for adequate 
veterinary aid in Bengal. 

With regard to this question, as pointed out by the mover, the 
Royal Commission on Agriculture dealt with the question and outlined 
a scheme which provides infer alia for one Veterinary Assistant Surgeon 
for every 25,000 cattle and a Surgeon of the provincial grade for every 
civil district. 

This scheme has generally been accepted by Govemnient as 
desirable, but want of funds stands in the way of putting it into 
operation at present. 
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As a preliminary measure, howeTer, (Government have undertaken 
to supply, in connection with outbreaks of contagious diseases, sera up 
to the value of Rs. 70,000 and to conduct inoculation against rinderpest 
in selected areas. 

In the next place, the resolution recommends that the curriculum of 
the Bengal Veterinary College should include instructions in rearing 
and breeding horned cattle and poultry. The question of framing a 
suitable curriculum for the training of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons 
in veterinary colleges in India was recently discussed at an informal 
meeting of veterinary officers held at Simla and certain principles 
enunciated. The question of the appointment of a committee of 
experts to draft a suitable curriculum for all veterinary colleges is now 
under the consideration of the Government of India in consultation 
with the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

In the meantime, lectures on poultry-keeping have been started in 
the Bengal Veterinary College. 

I trust that in view of this explanation, which will convince my 
friend that the question raised by him is receiving every attention, he 
will be prepared to withdraw liis resolution. Otherwise I must oppose 
it. 

3 p.m. 

Rfti Bahadur Drt HARIDHAN DUTT* Before the member withdraws 
his motion, may I ask the Hon’ble Minister to tell us if the proposal is a 
good one, why should there always be the bugbear of want of funds? 
The Ministers have large departments at the cost of tlie country, and 
if they know well that there is no finance for carrying out any scheme, 
what is the use of maintaining three large offices of Ministers knowing 
full well that tliey cun do no useful service to the country? 

Tlia Hofl’lila Nawib K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: That is 
known to all. Actually these things are going to l>e discussed in a 
committee which is to be formed by the Government of India very 
soon, and I shall send a reminder asking the Government of India to 
expedite the matter. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


ComnNmal disordart. 


Rai Bahadur BATYBNORA KUMAR DAB: Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to move that ibis Council recommends to the Govemment to remti 
to legislation to prevent recurrence of communal disorders in Bengal. 
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II it far from my mind to raise any communal issue by moving this 
resohtlton. At the outeet I would like to submit that a Bill under the 
name of “The Bengal Disorders Compensation Bill, 1931,“ will be 
moved by me during the present session. The object of the Bill, 
briefly speaking, is to put a stop to communal disturbances like those 
that occurred in Dacca and Kishoreganj and Chittagong and other 
parts of Bengal, by compelling the parties responsible for the damage 
to pay compensation to the sufferers. A similar Act is already in 
operation in the Bombay Presidency. The provisions of the Bombay 
City Police Act and the Bombay District Police Act sufficiently prove 
that the legislature in that province saw the \\isdom of providing a 
machinery to give relief to sufferers from communal disturbances by 
imposing a special tax or rate on classes of persons or communities, who 
w'ere adjudged to be in the wrong. What I have got to satisfy the 
House is the urgent net'cssity for legislation. Any delay in passing an 
Act for effectively checking the riots will be detrimental to the peace 
and order of the province. There were three riots at Dacian and its 
neighbourhood in the course of two years. Whenever tluue was 
apprehension of any trouble in the city of Daci’a during the past years or 
false reports were circulated hy mischief mongers, the inembeis of the 
Peace Committee and the District Magistrate had to issue manifestos 
on each such occasion to allay tlie prevailing panic. The rumours 
about riots were not confined to the town only, but sometimes it spread 
to the distant villages also. There will still he possibilities of future 
riots, so long as the causes of differences and jealousy between the two 
communities subsist. In most cases apprehension leads to actual 
disturbances but the authorities must see that this may not lead to 
actual riots and the practical way to prevent this is to resort to 
legislation on the lines indicated in my Bill, copies of which, I hope, 
the members have received. 

The horrors of the situation created by these riots were described 
times without number, in public platforms us well as in newspapers, 
but so far as 1 remember no practical suggestions have yet l>een offered 
by anybody to put a stop to the riots in future. The solution of the 
problem is not very easy, but I hope and trust if a Bill on the above 
lines is passed into an Act of this legislature, suc h outbreaks may be 
prevented. 

The remedial measures suggested by me in the Bill are well worthy 
of consideration by the Government. I had CK^casions to think a great 
deal over ibis question, having myself witnessed the three successive 
riots at Dacca which is my own place of residence and to consult public 
men of all shades of opinion almost all of whom have endorsed my 
views in unequivocal terms. When one community will feel that it 
has to pay dearly for unlawful acts and outrages committed hy the 
lawless members of that community, a public opinion will he created 
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which will effectively prevrat chancee of future outhreeks. What I 
now propose to emphasise is the immediate necessity of taking legislative 
action in order to disburden the minds of the peace-loving and law- 
abiding people from further apprehension of communal riots and of 
allowing them to pursue peacefully their normal avocations of life 
without any let or hindrance. 

In conclusion, I request the Council with all the emphasis at my 
command to accept my resolution for early legislation on the subject. 

With these words, I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

BalNi SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; 1 beg to oppose 
this motion. Tlie horrble member has submitted a Bill; we do not 
know what will be the fate of his Bill. But in this motion he asks 
Government to take measures to impose certain additional taxes on 
certain persons suspected of communal disorders. You already have 
the Police Act and there is sufficient provision in that Act which 
empowers the Government to impose punitive police, and we know from 
our experience that in many cases these powers are abused. I think I 
am right in saying that as matters stand at present, if the Government 
need any additional powers they might ihemselves take the initiative. 
One of the members of the Civil Service— I mean the officiating 
Commissioner of Dacca — himself said Government can, with the help 
of the powers they possess at present, stop these communal disturbances 
if they are willing to do so. If the Government can themselves take 
early steps to prevent communal disorders, 1 do not see any reason for 
arming them with further powers. 

For these reasons I oppose the motion. 

Millivi ABDU8 BAMAD: Mr. President, Sir, 1 have full sympathy 
with the objec’t which the hon’ble member has in moving the resolution. 
But, Sir, the riots and disorders of which he complains are mere effecta 
of a cause and unless that cause is removed the effec'ts would continue 
to occur. Legislation would l>e of no avail as long as the cause 
remains. The cause is nothing but the poison of communal electorate 
which has been injected into the iKniy politic of India. Remove the 
cause and the effects would automatically disappear. 

Sir, the Hindus and Muslims have lived in this country for centuries 
as brothers and neighbours. No doubt they often quarrelled on grave 
and sudden provcication as brothers would always quarrel with brothers 
as Icmg as the world lasts. If they quarrelled to-day they made peace 
to-morrow. But the peculiar feature of the quarrels and riots wkicli 
are occurring since the Reformed constitution came into existence is 
that these riots continue for days |uid sometimes for months together 
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and is an organised attempt made by each community to 
extcpinmate tbe other. The leaders* attempt to stop fighting and 
restore peace always ends in failure. Such attempt must always fail as 
long as the pernicious system of communal electorate exists. The 
reason is obvious. The leaders cannot exercise any control over 
persons who are at the bottom of communal riots for fear of losing 
popularity and support at the time of election. Instead of cheeking, 
the leaders are often seen to encourage the ring>leuders or at least to 
connive at their misdeeds u’ith a view to earn cheap notoriety as 
champions of their respective communities. Such mentality stands the 
leaders in good stead at the time of election and is bound to continue 
as long as the system of separate electorate continues. I shudder to 
think, Sir, of tbe disastrous consequences that would follow the 
perpetuation of communal electorate in the future Swaraj (lovernment 
of India. 

Maulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir, are we 
considering the merits and demerits of separate elec’torates P 

Mrs PRESIDENT: That is not the point. The Maulvi Sahib wants 
to show how these communal riots wcur nn<i what is the real remedy 
according to the light in him. 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAM AD: Instead of bringing unity, peace, 
prosperity and happiness which is the real aim of Helf-government, the 
proposed Swaraj Ooverument with separate electorate as the basis ol 
election would usher in an era oi anarchy, blootlshed and fratricidal 
war before which the late Dacca, Cawnpore and Chittagong riots would 
sink into insignificance. The people shall have to cry halt and appeal 
to the British Government to intervene and save them from the horrors 
of civil war. The btireaucratic system of administration would then he 
reinstated with greater firmness and the uiifitn«*HS of the Indian people 
to govern themselves would be trumpet<»d throughout the civilised 
world. 

That separate electorate is responsible for the growing ill-feeling 
and tension between the two communities has Wen admitted by no less 
an authority than Sir John Simon. He says in his report that “division 
by class and creeds means the creation of political camps organise<i 
against each other and teaches men to think as partisans and not as 
citixens.” He is positively of opinion that the system of separate 
electorate is the main if not the only cause of the present day communal 
riots. 

KImn EaiiMlur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: On a point of 
order, Sir. May I draw your attention to the fact that the speaker is 
merely reading his speech on his resdiution No. 14 P 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: He might have given out to you or you might 
have dug out hig secrets but I am absolutely ignorant of the mystery. 
(Ijaughter.) 

ilBIlIvi ABDUS SAM AD: The reason why separate electorate fosters 
communal riots is that under such a system the elections are sought and 
contested on communal and religious issues and not on political and 
economic issues and necessarily the services of the fanatical section of 
the community have often to be requisitioned for the success of a 
candidate and for other political purposes. This is a proposition which 
no student of political history can deny. 

I think. Sir, I have said enough to show that the present day 
communal riots are the direct consequences of the communal electorate 
and as the Government is directly responsible for the introduction of 
this pernicious system, the main responsibility for these unfortunate 
communal riots ultimately rests upon its shoulder. It is true that 
ostensibly Government is showing great concern for the settlement of 
communal differences and expressing pious hopes for an amicable 
settlement, but it is equally true that at the same time it is taking 
every possible precaution to see that the settlement is not effected on a 
national basis. Apprehending that the Muslim communalist leaders 
might ultimately yield and accept joint electorate for fear of being 
reduced to permanent minority in llengal and the Punjab, the services 
of Dr. Ambedkar, the so-called representative of the depressed class 
Hindus, were secured in furtherance of its policy of divide and rule. 
This instilled fresh hopes into the heart of the Muslim delegates and 
with the help of the British die-hards they entered into an alliance, I 
may say an unholy alliance, with Dr. Ambedkar and the representatives 
of the European and Anglo-Indian communities and after mature 
deliberation produced a document known as the Minority Pact. If the 
future constitution of India l>e framed on the basis of this Pact, and the 
time is very opportune for the purpose, because incarceration of the 
Congress and nationalist Muslim leaders has made effective opposition to 
the bureaucratic design w’ell nigh impossible, then woe to India and the 
Indian people. There would be not only inter-communal fights, as at 
present, but fresh causes tor inter-communal differences would 
constantly occtir, making life unhappy and miserable. This would be a 
happy consummation indeed from the point of view of the bureaucracy. 
Sir, if this be the object of grantmg Swaraj then I would say to t^ 
Government “Ftitiii Batmunda Kuita i.e., I do not want your 

alms, please (mil off your dog. Let the sons of Mother India live in 
peace and amity and please do not throw the apple of discord in their 
midst. 

With these observations I beg to oppose the resolution as legisbtion 
eannot prevent the recurrencm of communal riots. 
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MilMvl ABUL KASEMs I had no mind to t^p^ak on this rosolution 
which I consider to be a matter of expression of opinion and with very 
little practical value. But, Sir, the last speaker’s speetdi renders it 
necessary that I should say a few words so that he may not jfo 
unchaUenged. In the first place, Sir, lie says that tliese communal 
riots are due entirely and solely to the existence of separate electorates 
(A voice: Mainly). But I may remind him and those who share his 
opinion that in a joint electorate when two candidates w ill offer for 
election for a single seat, one a Hindu and the other a Muhammadan, 
there will be tw*o factions, and vilifications and party factions and the 
fighting will be more venomous and dangerous than it is to-day when 
two Muhammadans fight each other. Two Muhammadans or two 
Hindus fighting amongst themselves do not form communal or religious 
feuds. But when candidates of two different religions come to the field 
to fight each other, the danger will be great. The existence and 
justification of the communal electorate is based on the principle that 
there might be less communal ill-feeling. 

Sir, there is another point and this is not a theory. In regard to- 
the municipal elections and elections to Iwul bodies where there are no 
communal seats reserved, we have found to our disgrace and humiliation 
that parties have been formed on religious basis, and fighting has been 
resorted to on communal lines. I think, therefore, my friend will Iw 
well advised to w’ithdraw his resolution. There can be no legislation 
which can prevent commnnul feiuU. 


BiIni AMULYADHAN RAYs I have whole-hearted sympathy with 
the object of the resolution of my hoii’ble friend Rai Satyendra Kumar 
Das Bahadur, but from the practical point of view-, it pains me very 
much to oppose it. I do not think in the same way or see this serious 
problem in the same manner as the Rai Bahadur does. Without taking 
recourse to legislation to prevent a recurrence of communal disorders, 
I shall appeal to the good sense of my countrymen to seriously think 
over this important problem and see that this unfortunate event — 
unfortunate to the Hindus and unfortunate to the Moslems, unfortunate 
to any and every one in the land, cannot occur again. Many communal 
riots and communal disorders have taken place in Bengal, in India and 
everywhere and in eveiy place but I submit before the bon’ble members 
of this House to eoni^ider if any one of them has happened for want of 
legislation, or for want of love and affection between brother and 
brother, hatred between man and man, mutual distrust between com- 
munity and community. So long as this feeling of mutual distrust 
continues and so long as this main root is not routed out by mutuaL 
aanfidenaa and respect, legialation would serf's no useful purpose tn. 
this direction. 
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With these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution. 

CHIEF SECRETARY to COVERNMENT (Mr. W. 8. Hopkjfflt)! 

When I read the resolution, I must admit that I was rather puaaled as 
to the intention of the mover. I looked through the list of provincial 
subjects with which, under the Devolution Buies, this Council is able 
to deal, to see whether there was anything which could affect com- 
munal disorders. I could find only two — one is Education, which in 
time may produce a spirit of greater toleration, and the other is 
Police. I do not think, Sir, that it is proposed — ^the mover certainly 
has not proposed — that the Bengal Government should use its powers 
to introduce legislation regarding the Police. These communal disor- 
ders are now dealt with under the Police Acts and the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, and although the magistrates and the Police may some- 
times be taken unawares — ^because these disorders may suddenly begin 
from some trifling occasion yet, generally speaking, the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code provisions and the Police Act have proved to be sujQficient. 
Sir, I do not propose to detain the House, because, when I heard the 
mover’s speech, it appeared that what he was really doing to-day, was 
to give the House a preliminary introduction to a Bill which he will 
move to-morrow. That, Sir, can be dealt with when it is introduced. 

On l)ehalf of Government I oppose the resolution. 

Rti SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Batiadur: In view of what 
Mr. Hopkyns has said, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion of Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Appoifitmunt of a Committoo of Rotronohmont 

Mr. PREtIDENT: I find that resolutions 7, 13, 21, 25, 100 and 110 
are more or less identical. I think no harm will be done if I ask 
Mr. Gupta to move his resolution No. 7 and rule that the intending 
movers of the rest need not move theirs but speak on Mr. Gupta’s 
motion if they so desire. 

Mr. il. N. CUPTAt Mr. President, Sir, it is a matter of great satis- 
faction to me that I have been able at last to get the opportunity to 
move this resolution which 1 consider to be of the highest importance 
to Bengal. Indeed, Sir, having regard to the fact that there is univer- 
sal movement for retrenchment in all civilised administrations all 
over the world, in Japan, Australia, Canada and even in the rickeat 
countries in the world like America and England and they ate takiiig 
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carelld stock of their resources and devising schemes of retrenchment 
and economy to face the world economic crisis and also haring 
regard to the fact that action has already been taken and a lead given 
by the Central Government and other provinciul Governments in this 
matter, it is a very great disappointment that the Government 
of Ben^l are still standing out. Sir, at a moment of national crisis 
like this, Sir George Schuster said that the whole nation must help 
the Government to solve the difficulties with which the nation is 
faced. Therefore, the Central Government appointed a committee to 
help them and their example was followed by most of the other pro- 
vinces. but the Government of Bengal have not >'et taken this House 
into their confidence or apjaiinted a Retrenchment Committee. Sir, 
in reply, the Government of Bengal may well say that although they 
have not appointed a (‘omniittee but they have not been sitting idle. In 
fact, a memorandum was circulated scmie time ago by the Finance 
DepaHinent in which, amongst other things, it has been said that a 
very large amount of economy has been already eflPe<‘ted by successive 
eflorts at retrenchment for the last four or five years. I am also 
awaie that since the issue of that memorandum the pay of officers have 
been reduced by 10 per cent, all nmnd. But, Sir, even though these 
steps have been taken, I make lK)!d to say that an examination of the 
memorandum itself shows that very little has been done in the direc- 
tion of retrenchments whi( h the people want. An examination of the 
memorandum will show, Sir, that the principal items of economy are 
]K)Stponement8 of important projects which were not considered to be 
of sufficient importance, to be taken up in succeeding years. That, 
Sir. may be an economy for one year or two, but you cannot by taking 
it over for a number of years, say you have effected so much economy. 
The total amount. I believe, is shewn to l)e over two crores of rupees. 
After examining the figures carefully, an impression has l>een created 
in luy mind that permanent economies of 37 lakhs, only excluding 
the cut of ten per cent, of the salaries of officers, have been effected. 
If that be so, Sir, I submit that Government have not yet really seriously 
grappled with the problem. The Oovemment of Ihmgal may also 
point out that it was not very long ago that they appointed a very able 
committee to consider this very question and that committee submitted 
a very exhaustive report. Sir, here again, Government have not 
really taken any advantage of the labours of that committee. That 
committee, Sir, I am speaking from memory, recommended economies 
to the extent of Be. 1,66 lakhs. Government only accepted retrenchment 
to the extent of Be. 36 lakhs in the cost of the administration. This 
Be. 36 lakhs and the modification of the travelling allowance rules 
resulting in a saving of Be. 1 lakh are the only economies which have 
been recently effected by the Government of Bengal. With this record 
the Government cannot come forward and say that they are in a better 
portion than either the Central Government or any other Government 
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ot the proTinceA in the mstt^ of retrmicbment. Out proTinoe is net 
in a better position but I should say that it is in a far worse position 
than any other province in India and that there is a far greater need 
lor economy in Bengal than exists anywhere else. The memorandum 
points out that our cost per head of the population is smaller than 
either that of Bombay or Madras. They forget that our revenue per 
head of the population is only 1/Hrd of that of Bombay and less than 
J of that of Madras. Nef'essarily, the cost of the administration 
which we can afford would be somewhat less than in these two presi- 
dencies. 


3-30 p.in. 

(Government must be fully aware of the difficulty which we have 
in njeeting the pressing needs of the people and how starved and 
sterile the nation-building departments have been for the past many 
years. This is not only the opinion of one or two men who have Wen 
engaged in the work of administration as T have Wen, but it is also 
the considered finding of smh authorities ns the Agricultural Gcmimis- 
sion and the Simon (/oininission. They have all held and found 
that of all the provinces in India Bengal has done the least towards 
the uplift of the people specially in those departments whi(‘h jire 
known as the nation-building departments. For this le.iscn alone, 
if for nothing else, it is necessary that the strictest of scrutiny into all 
possible sources of economy must be made. 

Xow, Sir, I can imagine the (Government to say “admitting that there 
is a very pressing need for retreiieiiiiient and econf»my in Bengal, 
what do you advise the local (lovernnjent to do^ You must W aware 
that so far as retrenchment in the higher .sei vices and large economies 
in the cost of administration are concerned, these arc Wyond the power 
of the local (Government.’' Admitted; but nevertheless although it 
may not W jmssible fur the lcM‘al (Government to pass final orders in 
these mattera is up to them to make their suggestions and recom- 
mendations to the consideratitm of higher authorities. For instance, 
if they find that in this province the post of Divisional Commissioners 
has WcMim© obsolete, it is up to them to go up and say that we no 
longer retjuire the sendees of these officers. Take another example. 
If you want to amalgamate the posts of the Inspector (General of 
Registration and the Commissioner of Excise there is nothing to prevent 
them going up and taking the necessary sanction, ^milarly, even 
as regards the pay and prospects of higher services it is the Bengal 
Government which have to pay t<»r them. They may be Imperial 
Servioes but considenng the fact that wc have to find the money, it ie 
certainly up to us to say that we cannot any longer afford to meet 
these heavy charges, and it is the considered opinion of omr Government 
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that 016 pay of these Services should be reduced. I make this observa- 
tion in order to meet any argument that may be advanced that it will 
serve no useful purpose to have a committee at this stage. If we do 
nothing else at least consider the matured conclusions of that able com* 
mittee that sat on the subject and at whose head we had no less an able 
business man than Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, and which was 
assisted among others by one of the ablest of our Civil Servants, 
Mr. Payne, if we examined their rec^oinmendations in the light of 
the existing circumstanc'es we may find that recommendations which 
could not be accepted at that time when the provincial fiuanc'es were 
in a more flourishing condition than they are to-day, many should now 
be given effect to now. I submit that if this alone were tlone now we 
would be doing a most notable sende e to the province. 

It will not serve any useful purpose to go into details and to show 
how since the Performs public expi‘nditine and the cost of overhead 
charges in the administration has iiicTeased to an exteot that it Is 
starving and sterilising all avenues of progress in the provin(‘e. I 
have taken the trouble to write a short memorandum on the subject 
giving my views in detail for the lauiefit of tlu* Ilotrble the Finance* 
Member and any other meml>er of this Ilousc* who might In* interested 
in the subject. Therefore, it will save the time of the ILmse if I do 
not go over the whole field, but there are tw(» items which must have 
attracted the attention of every member of the House and to these 
T should like to refer. 

First, the size of the present <'aliinet and eimduments and suluiy of 
the Members of the Exec'iitive (Vmiicil and Minister^. It is no pleasuie 
to me to refer to this matter time after time. K\eiy other p?ovin(’e 
has considered this point and their conclusions have Wn, I say without 
any fear of contradiction, unanimous that under the existing finuncet 
of the countiy’ the scale of pay of the officers of the cabinet is far too 
excessive. I will not go into detail and suggest what the pay should 
be, for we should have an opportunity of considering the matter again 
when discussing the budget, but will content myself with making the 
observation that it is a point whi<‘h has attracted a great deal of public 
attention. Not only the pay but the number of the members of the 
cabinet is very excessii^e. Here again I will not say whether 4 or 5 
should be the norma] number in this province. The Rajendra Com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that 4 or at the most 5 should be the 
normal number, and T think we all agree in that view. Similarly, 
the extraordinary increase in the secretariat staff (no doubt there has 
been a large increase in the work of the secrefariai) has also drawn 
advmrae comnient. As far as I rciuemher, in the place of 1 Lieutenant 
Qinmm and 4 Secretaries who ruled the old province of Bengal, 
Bihar and Ortaea, we have now 2 Governors and I believa 11 Members ol 
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the Cabinet, 14 Secretaries with a great number of Additional Secre* 
taries and Under-Secretaries. This increase is most monstrously heavy 
and we see no justification for it. But the whole question is . can the 
province afford to pay for themP After all Governments exist for the 
good cf the people, for giving them peace and opportunities to find 
employment, the right sort of education, and immunity from preventible 
disease. If these primary objects of Government are not served pro- 
perly, are we not justified in asking why should we allow this enormous 
increase in expenditure Surely we cannot go on neglecting the 
primary needs of the people while we have to pay for these highly paid 
services. 

There is still another argument which Government might possibly ad- 
vance and to which I must refer. It might be said “we agree that the 
administration is very top heavy; we agree that it is very neciessary tn 
see how much pruning is possible, but are you not aware of the impend- 
ing momentous constitutional changes? So of what practical use will 
any decision he which we may arrive at? For who can guarantee that 
the government of the future will accept any decision that we may 
take”? My reply to that is that it is of the utmost importance that 
we should give a lead to the future government. We cannot afford to 
leave them a load of debts, an empty treasury and a constitution which 
will be difficult to work because they will have not enough money. It 
is our bounden duty to help the future constitution and that is not my 
view only, it is not the view of Indian politicians only, it is also the 
view of the non-official European community. The Madras Association 
passed a resolution not long ago “that in view of the great constitutional 
change which we are bound very soon to get in India there should be, 
before we get the new constitution with all its implications of demo- 
cracy, a sharp pull-up in expenditure — Central and Provincial. It 
was essential” in their opinion ”that a really searching inquiry should 
be made into the widest field of expenditure.” Even such a conserva< 
tive organ of public opinion as the Times of India in commenting on 
the work of ih6 Central Retrenchment Committee and the committeei 
of the other provinces, says : ‘‘We cannot forget that Oovemment were 
slow to act when the world crisis showed signs of developing; they were 
slow in seeking non-official help and they appointed a Retrenchment 
Committee long after this course stared them in the face. An adminis- 
tration keenly alive to the importance of cultivating public goodwill 
and sympathy at a criticial time would have grasped more quickly the 
supreme necessity for economy. The public are not yet satisfied that 
either Central or Provincial Governments have done all they can to set 
their house in order.” 

If this can be said about the really earnest and serious efforts of the 
Central Government, alas what shall we say of Bengal f The same 
paper makes these weighty observations; ”We shall like to eee the 
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GovefllStt«nt as greatly determined to reduce taxation by wholehearted 
reorganisation and retrenchment as they are to maintain law and order. 
These both are equally important.** 


345 p.m. 

I would like very much to stress the point that the maintenance 
of law and order is not the only matter which should engross the whole 
attention of Government, but I will say that the present is a crucial 
moment when we are on the threshold of far-reaching constitutional 
changes, that we must bring about a sound financial readjustment by a 
thorough reorganisation of the administrative machinery and retrench- 
ment, othenn’ise the Government of the future will be fared with the 
same difficulties with which we are now fa<‘ed. We always hear of the 
maintenance of law- and order, but I think it is my duty to jmint out 
that the vital needs of the country do not reieivc the attention they 
deserve in the present scheme t»f the administration, which benefit a few, 
while neglecting the interests of the starving millions of the province. 

Sir, as I have said, it is no pleasure for me to talk of retrenchment 
in season and out of season. I have personally been a sufferer through 
my sons on account of the retrenchment already made, hut this is a 
time when we must all be prepared to make common sacrifice. 

Sir, while referring to the question of the great increase in the cost 
of administration under the Reforms, I omitted to mention another 
matter which also attracted the attention of the Central Retrenchment 
Committee, namely, the special concessions which the European mem- 
liers of the Services receive as a result of the liee Commission’s recom- 
mendations. I have gone into the matter in the small pamphlet to 
which I have already referred, wherein I have shoism that Sir George 
Schuster, while defending these concessions on the ground that they 
were devised to meet grievances which were found to lie really existing 
at the time, failed to point out whether those grievances still existed. 
Take the case of the passage allowance, for instance. Is it not a fact 
that some 25 per rent, reduction in fares has lieen made hy all the 
steamer companies? And is there any need for still maintaining the 
overseas pay concessions originally desired to meet the old rate of 
exchange, now that the rate has been fixed at Is. 6//. ? He never stopped 
to examine these subsequent changes. Is it fair, I ask, that the basic 
pay of a service should be touched before the special concessions to one 
class of offif^ers only are carefully scrutinised and pruned down? It is 
no answer to say that once these concessions were allowed, they must 
go on for ever. Has Government no option to review the position in 
view of the* depleted condition of its finances? Is it not up to Govern- 
mant to say ‘Veil we are sorry we are now unable to continue these 
concessions to our officers whether European or Indian both herause 
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wt kftTe not enough money and becaiue present circnmetancee mahe 
them unnecessary” P Sir George Schuster said that it was to aroid a dis- 
criminatory treatment that the Lee concessions should remain untouched. 
Marvellous argument indeed ! I am fully aware, Sir, that at this time 
when far-reaching constitutional changes are about to be introduced it 
is very important to keep the public services, and particularly the Euro- 
pean luemberM of the sendees, contented. Do that by all means, but 
Sir, is it any use for India — India of to-day — to have servants who do 
not feel that this is their own countr}', who are here only for earning 
money, who are not prepared to shoulder their share of responsibility 
and sacrifice at a time of national crisis? I am sure that the European 
members themselves will realise that they must rise to the higher patriot- 
ism U) wliich Jjord Curzon used to refer wlicn he wanted to rall^^ both 
Europeans and Indians to the service of India. 

I think, Sir, that the case for the appointment of a retrenchment 
committee without delay is obvious. All the other provinces, us far as 
I know, have appointed such a committee. All the major provinces, 
Bombay, Madras, the I’nited Provinces, the l*unjab, have got such a 
committee, but Bengal alone in (‘ompany with the piKirest and most 
backward provinces have stood out. She is certainly not in good 
company. 

Bengal wants more money to st(»p the de<ay and stagnation which 
has overtaken her a?id which are paralysing all fhe nrlenes of her 
natural and healthy growth. She wants more money to feed her 
(Children, to spread the light of education and eiilig-htenment amongst 
them, to save them from disease and malnutrition, to stimulate her 
dei’aying staple agricultunil industry’ and to open out and develop 
other industries to relieve the everin creasing prf*ssure on land. The 
only two ways hy which we can increase our resources are by obtain- 
ing for ourselves a larger shaie of our revenues the hulk of which 
is now being appropriated by the (Vntral Government, and by rigid 
curtailment of our home expenditure and all-round economy. There 
is no third way l>eeause the Province cannot l>eHr the load of any 
fresh taxation with the present scale of the income of her people. As 
reganls the first I have oft^n drawn the attention of the House to 
the iMuainount duty which lies on every citiaen and the Govemroent 
to fight for financial justice to Bengal, but the remedy does not lie 
entirely in our hands. To-day 1 appeal to the House for united 
action in a sphere in which we are able ourselves to take the initiative, 
liet the overgrown top-heavy and extravagant scheme of administra- 
tion be mthleaaly pruned down so that the people for whose iatereat 
the Government exists may live and prosper. May I not turn my 
supplianPs gaie to the Treasury Bench itself? On a previous occaaion 
I pleaded that Government should prove loyal to t}ie new spirit which 
is now abroad. Sir, the Round Table Conference and ail that it 
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fita^ f or i» m mm a diataat vision merely. It k tke higbeet and 
weigll^ieBt reality in tlie annals of Indo>Britisli relations of whicli 
history will take note. And on a momentous occasion like this let 
the Government play its part worthily. I^t it not be satisfied by 
merely preserving law and order and by discharging its routine duties 
only. We must do all we can to make the things easy for the 
Government of the future and leave them the Wnefit of 
our knowledge and our experience in the generous spirit 
conceived by Sir George Schuster. J^t the Government not 
feel that it is Wing dragged unwillingly into unfamiliar 
and uncongenial ground. Let it be a willing anil xealous 
worker in completing the great task which is now l>efore the Indian 
people and the Indian Government. 1 know 1 can confidently appeal 
to all sections of the House for co-operatioii in this matter. I appeal 
to my Muhuminadan brethren, i«)r are wc in»f the sons of the same 
mother and shall w^e exhaust all our might in an unseemly scramble 
for communal influence and power while our mother lies sick and 
prostrate nay almost into deaths To the group led by my friend 
Sir Lancelot Travers I have an equally urgent appeal to make. 
Surely they realize that in the prosperity of the people lies their 
prosperity, the prosperity of trade and conimeii’e in which they are 
principally concerned. Surely they do not genuinely believe that it 
is the political awakening of the j>eople, their struggle obtain 
political self-determination and not their growing |>overty, the rapid 
contraition (d the purchasing jaiwcr of (he ruiyat aggnivated no 
doubt by the dead- weight of the world-widv economic crisis, which 
accounts for the economic and commercial crisis in the Pnivince, By 
co-operation, advice and sacrifice, help the Pnivince to tide through 
the crisis, help her decaying industries to revive and you will all 
share in the national piwperity. Sir, Bengal has the largest Kiiro- 
pean population of any province in India and do my Kurr>pean friends 
consider it a cmlit to their emnmunity that this Province is steadily 
going back while other provinces are stenfbiy forging ahead P Kir, 
all the dictates of self-interest as well as duty deman<l that we should 
all join hands and help, while there is yet time, to buibl up afrt^b 
and re<*onHtruct this land of unlnmnded and unlimited resources, so 
that we and after us our children may live a united, free and prfwperous 
people, 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was adjounied for prayer and it re-assenibled 
At ^15 p.m.] 


RijA iiiittliir BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tINHA, of Nailii|Nir; 

Sir, in ob^ience to yonr ruling I am not going to nmve the resolution 
tliAt sianAs in my name. The reaolution is practically identicAl with 
HiAt of Mr. J, N. Gupta. At the very outset I may say that after 
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tlie leftmed speech of Mr. Gupta there is hardly anything left for 
me or any body else to say. He has explored all the avenues of 
retrenchment, and he has suggested the manner in which retrench- 
ments can be done. As a public servant of long standing he has been 
able to grasp and deal with the situation so ably. Sir, we are 
thankful to His Excellency the Governor for surrendering ten per 
cent, of his salary and the Government have adopted the principle. 
But, Sir, at the same time I may say that this cut of ten per cent, 
has not been ap]5roved either by the public or by the Government 
servants as a whole. This has been disapproved by most of the 
Government servants, I mean those who are low paid. They seem to 
think that this cut is not justifiable at the present moment. They 
are of opinion that there should not have been a flat rate of cut but 
that it should hove Wn on a graduated scale. There is also another 
matter regarding which they gnimble, I mean about the deduction 
of the income-tax. They say that officers getting a higher salary 
have to pay income-tax out of the ten per cent, reduction, which on 
the other hand the lower paid servants of Government have to pay 
it separately from their pay besides this 10 per cent. They also 
think that the uniform rate is not suitable at the present moment. 
The question should he examined and the pre-war rate might be 
suitable. I do not say that this rate should Ik* adopted^ and all that 
I want is that the matter should be closely examine<l and scrutinised 
thoroughly. My friend, the Hon’hle Mr. Marr may say that this 
matter has already lieen .scrutinised, specially in Bengal but not in 
other provinces, so there is no need to go into the question once more 
as other provinces have done. I may, however, remind him that the 
circumstances of to-day have altered a great deal. What was once 
consideifd one of the most important departments is now considered 
an useless one. Mr. Marr’s plea, if he does, however, does not arise 
at the present moment. I am not going to make any suggestions by 
way of recommendation as Mr. Ouptu lia.s done as I have not got the 
material facts and figures before me. At the same time I must say 
that the matter should he scrutinised hy a committee f*on8isting of 
both officials anfl noii-otficials with a non-official majority. With 
these remarks I support the resolution. 


Rai BaliMlur Or. HARIOHAN DUTT: Sir, I beg to take this 
opportunity to extend my humble support to the resolution moved by 
Mr. Gupta. We are now in troublesome days. The present financial 
condition of Bengal may not be so bad as *thBt of some other places 
or of the Government of India but it is bad enough, 1 believe, will 
bf admitted by all. 

I think the necessity for retrenchment will be admitted by any 
person who has a sense of responsibility and except the ultra-optimists 
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amoM us all would admit what is coming ahead and which has 
alreadjT cast its shadow in front ought to be our eye-opener. As 
representatives of the people of Bengal we ought to realise our 
responsibility and read the warnings correctly and take steps in 
proper time. 

Sir, to me the necessity of effecting retrenchment is keenly felt 
with a view to — 

(1) balancing of the Budget; 

(2) supplying funds for the most neglected nation-building 

departments ; 

(3) meet the increased expenditure which is sure to follow with 

the introduction of a new constitution; 

(4) relieve the people from further increase in taxation. 

During the last quarter of a eentuiy' we have had gradual but 
steady and persistent increase of expenditure. From one Tiieutenant 
Governor with four Se<‘retarie8 for a Bengal almost twice its present 
size, we now have one Governor with all his parapharnalia us well as 
7 Executive Councillors and Ministers and 28 Secretariat officers (I 
find the number in the Civil List) for a much smaller Bengal. 

But it is now time that we should pause and (‘onsider whether 
the process of increasing expenditure should be allowed to go any 
further. 

It is not difficult to forecast that our administrative expenditure 
is sure to increase, while it is (|uite clear that our receipts under such 
important heads as Excise, Stamps, etc., are sure to go down and 
decrease. 

Sir, the causes of the increase of expenditure are — 

(1) the general administration is top-heavy almost in every 

department; 

(2) too much expenditure is incurred in the administration of 

law and order. It is notorious that the Government of 
Bengal spend 20 per cent, of the whole revenue on Polica 
alone. At times the Government spends large sums of 
money on a fetish of prestige; 

(•3) decentralisation of the departments. By the introduction of 
the Reforms there have sprung up watertight departments 
in the Secretariat, by which the volume of work in each 
department has been distributed and officers have leiis work 
to do and red-tapism has further increase,!. 

Administration like water has a tendency to lose both its force 
and depth by making it run through broader surface. Now, it ie high 
to examine whether the change yields increased efficiency or k 
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in ftny wi^y for tha batter for our coontry. Every good administrator 
must, from time to time, ronsider whether the new venture is working 
for the desired effect or not, and devise ways and means for fuither 
improvement, assuming all the changes have been for the good of the 
administration. Sir, the Government ought to see whether there is 
justification for the upkeep of the costly administration that has been 
ushered in during the last few years. 

What are the remedies to put a stop to this tendency of gradually 
increasing expenditure and how to minimise the cost of administration 
— these are the exact purjmses for which a Ketrenchment Committee 
is needed. I do not say that the committee will he the final authority 
and shall be able to solve our difficulties. But an efficient inquiry 
into the working (»f the administrative offices will be required at some 
intervals and also at the transition of one kind of constitution to 
another. If the committee sits to work earnestly to find out some 
means of economy, I am sure much benefit will accrue. 

It is true that recently the GovernOient of Bengal have made 
f<ome retrenchment and have .saved some money. But that had l)een 
slone in the Government’s own way and the Bengal Council had been 
kept out in the cold shade of neglect. I have heard it said that the 
matter was veiy urgent and there was no (Council sitting. Perhap.^ 
so, but could not the mutter be placeil before some repre.sentative 
standing committee of this (^>uncil.'^ Sir, in thi.s connection I cannot 
resist the temptation of (pioting Khan Bahadur Azizul Ilacjue, our 
s’olleague. He ha.s expivs.sed very aptly the following view while 
presiding over the All-Bengnl Ministerial Officers’ Conference and this 
is what he said: “The Goveniment of Bengal has ushered in mo.st 
drastic itHiuctions without the leu.st tiouble to consult the ('ouncil.” 

^‘Ileiv is an example how' merrily momentous measures can be brought 
in without even the courtesy of consulting the I>egislative (^)imcil. 
I am more and more coming to the view’ point that the llefonns have 
given ii« a liigldy costly administrative mathiuerj’ without much 
<‘orresponding gain to the i‘ouiitrv at large.” This is, Sir, the opinion 
of a (‘olleague of ours who is considered to be very moderate in bis 
view’s. Here I may say that the Government’s a<’tion in imposing 
« uniform cut of 1(1 per cent, in salary over Bs. 4(1 per month as the 
previous speivker has said, has not met with the approval of all. 
There ought to l*e graduated cuts leaving the lowly paid employees 
alone. But this is not the time to criticise those steps. 

We believe there is ample room for effecting economy by retrench- 
ment and reorganisation and these can be possible if there be the will 
behind. There are several offices which can be amalgamated without 
destroying the idea and principle of decentralisation. For example, 
the Director of Public Instruction's office with the Education 
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S6C00tlury s office R^^ifttrar of Co-operative Stores with the Secretary, 
Locil Self^ovemmeni, Inspector-General of Reffistration with the 
Presidency Commissioner, etc. 

The cadre of the superior Executive Service can be cut dtAvu and 
those of the inferior services increased— investinjr the subordinate 
officers with hijrher powers. Nowadays there is little difference 
between the calibi'e and intrinsic merit of the servants of lK»th these 
grades. Many of our sub-deputies ai-e men of vimy g<H)d (luulifications 
and are recruited from the liest of our Univeihity graduates. 

Then it may be possible to inti-oduce a lower grade in some service 
for less important duties for which now otlicei-s of higher grade are 
employed. Like sub-deputies why cannot we have Mih-muusifs on 
lower pay? 

We may tr>’ to almlish some such posts as that of Divisional 
Commissioner, etc., and such departments as that of Director ot Public 
In>truction, etc., may be alwlished by aiiialganiation of duties. 

Reshuffling the subdivisions for the puriMise of judicial work with 
a view to abolish a number of them is within practiial politics. This, 
I hope, will not be denied by the (fovernment. 1 learn law suits have 
decivased appre<*iably and near Calcutta; Sealdiih and Alipore may 
well be amalgamated, especially when distance has practically been 
annihilated by motor curs. By judicious reshulllitig of some adminis- 
trative and other units it may be |M>ssible to ensure etoiiomy without 
sacrifice of efficiency. 

Turning to the High Court we wonder vshv an Additmnal »ludge is 
still necessary when the nuinher <if rases is no douht roniing down. 
We wonder why in spite of the reruning bis-- su-staiinMl by tbivern- 
ment, the Paper-Book Department sh<.nld be allowed to continue as a 
temporary department year to year. 

I have. Sir, indicated some direc tions in which suhslantial economy 
may l>e effected and if the committee be appointed, experienced 
<ouiicilloi's will surely be able to find out mans sources of economy 
without sacrifice of effiidency and without causing imonvenieiice to 
the tax-payers. 

I therefore appeal that the Govemnieiit should give the (Council one 
more opportunity to tackle this question of economy. In any ca^e, 
the Government ought to take the Council into confidence and if 
economy be not possible let us hear that from the members of that 
committee after the members go into the questions fully. 

4-30 p.m.. 

Mr. NAHIIIDIIA KUMAR RAtUi Mr. President, Sir, 1 do noi 
ihtidc I need waMe any of the time of the Council by ipMldftf im 
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support of this resolution, because it is one which | am sure will 
commend itself to all sections of the House. In fact, retrenchment 
is the crying need of the Goyemment of Bengal, and I am sure 
nobody will be more pleased than the Hon’ble Member himself if 
fresh avenues of retrenchment can be found for him. What we want 
by this resolution is that the Finance Member may haye a body of 
non-official advisers to advise him on questions of retrenchment. It 
will be simply flogging a dead horse to stress the need of retrench- 
ment. It is needless to remind the House that we have 
all been trying to find out ways of retrenchment. The 

Finance Member was pleased some time in September last 
to send out a memorandum as to the steps taken by him towards 
retrenchment, and he also asked for memoranda from the memlers 
if they had any suggestions to make. Certain suggestions were sent 
in, and we were told that they were being considered. The whole 
question is whether Bengal will fall in line with the Central Govern- 
ment and the other provinces, and have a non-official body of men in 
order to help the Finance Member in effecting retrenchment. A few 
minutes ago outside this Chamber we were having a talk on this 
question of retrenchment, and I was asked whether I had any 
faith in a Retrenchment Committee being able to do any real work, 
and I said that would depend on how the menil)er8 of the committee 
would act. It may be corre<*t to say that if a committee be appointed 
of persons who merely sit down in order to* talk and talk and to trot 
out their own favourite ideas, it would not do much but if the 
committee sat down in a businesslike way, and examined the materials 
with the help of the Finance Member and the Government depart- 
ments, I see absolutely no reason why the members of this committee 
would not be able <o do real sulwtantial work for the purpose of 
retrenchment. This committee will not sit for mouths; a time-limit 
may l>e fixed by this Council within which the committee must 
submit its report, and I am sure if the problem is tackled in a business- 
like way, they will he able to assist the Finance Member who, I hope, 
will accept thif re»olution. 


Mmib MUiHARRUF HOSAIN, KhMi BalMMiur: The pievious 
speakers, each one of them, has tried to make out a case in support of 
this resolution. Kver>’' one has put his c.ase from a different standpoint. 
I come from the mufassal, where even in the jungles these economic 
difficulties are being felt, and I want to place this case before the 
House from a different angle of vision. The point I wish to raise is 
that Government has been admitting that its finance is not sufficient 
to balance its budget. The expenditure they have to incur for the 
efficient and proper administration of the country is not forthcoming« 
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for mason* which I need not dilate upon here, and as long as this 
stale of affairs continues, I am sure the Hon’ble Finance Member can 
never think of getting increased revenues. That being so, may not 
I ask him, on behalf of the rural people whom I represent, to accept the 
assistance of the non-officials here who in all seriousness are striving 
to co-operate with him in coming to some solution of this problem, 
and if he will accept the co-operation of the Council some scheme may 
be devised for the raising of money, and it would l)e a really good 
thing for the Government? I want to say that the people at present 
are not in a position to pay any more taxes. I have l)een informed 
that for the purpose of raising more revenue, fresh surveys are being 
made. I know my people are in such financial embarrassment that 
they are not in a position to pay anything more. 1 would appeal 
to my friend the Revenue Member, as well as the Hoirble Member 
in charge of Finance to cut their coat according to their cloth, and 
for this I think the co-operation that has been offered hy the non- 
officials, should not be refused on any pretext, and this committee, 
which my friend has suggested, ought to l)e fonned, and that Govern- 
ment should get the assistance of the non-official meml>ers in solving 
this most knotty problem that is facing the Government at this time. 


Kllill Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I rise to give my 
most emphatic support to the resolution of Mr. Gupta and similar 
other resolutions which seek the appointment of a committee to examine 
the finances of this Province in order to devise some means of effecting 
economy. I am aware that committees and conferences nowadays are 
not popular wHth the people or with the Government. I am also aw'are, 
as the Finance Member 8ai<l the other day, that a committee means 
money, and we are reduced to such circuinstiinces that even one pie 
counts. This statement makes it all the more necessary. It shows 
how bad a plight we are in, and the necessity for overhauling the entire 
administrative machinery so that it may not break down suddenly and 
irretrievably. It is not necessary for me, Sir, to go hack to the period 
of 10 years back about which Mr. Gupta has spoken, when larger 
Bengal was governed with the help of one liieutenant Governor and a 
few Secretaries ; nor is it necessary for me to dilate on the larger 
i|U6stion of an expensive cabinet. What I wish to impress on the 
Honse, and particularly on the Treasury Benches is that there is a 
widespread feeling among the people even among the masses that the 
Government is top-heavy, and is being run for the benefit of a few 
individuals. This is the feeling, whether right or wrong I do not 
know, but it is necessary that there should be a committee to inquire 
into the whole question of finance, not only for temporary purposes, 
as that has been done very lately, but really to overhaul the entire 
machinery and to arrive at a solution of how to balance the budget. 
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Tke iBcome of this Province ie nbont 11 croree, and nearly aU tiik 
enonnoiifl sum is spent on establishment. We are simply canyin^r on, 
and as far as the transferred departments are concerned, the strinfrency 
with which we are carrying on seems to me to lead to nowhere. What 
is the use of keeping such a paraphernalia of Ministers if they have no 
money to use to give pra4'iical shape te their policy? What is the use 
of cultivating expensive mushrooms when we can live on boiled 
potatoes ? 

4-45 p.in. 

Sir, they are simply a disgrace to the eyes of the public. What is 
the use, Sir, if I may be permitted to use a simile, of employing an 
expensive Mug cook when we are only eating rice and potatoes? I say, 
therefore, Sir, that it is time that we should have an inquiry into the 
finance of our country. It is not enough to have, as has been done, a 
ten per cent, or any other percentage cut of salaries. This is neither 
adequate nor reasonable, because a general percentage cut, although it 
may not mean much to highly paid oflRcers, is certainly u great hardship 
to the poorly paid servants of (government. 

I do not wisli, Sir, to take you through any elaborate figures, but 
I would like only to draw your attention and the attention of the House 
to one or two figures which will show how our expenditure has grown 
up. In 19130, th(‘ total expenditure of this (iovernmeut wa.s nine crores. 
It has now hy gradual rising come to about Us. 11,55 lakhs for the 
current year, although the revenue is a little les.s tlian wliut it was in 
19!20. You will find, Sir, that under parti<'ular heads, for instance, 
under “(leneral Administration,*’ the expenditure has gone up 
tremendously, Vuder “(leneral Kstuhiishment,” for 1920 you will find 
Its. 20 lakhs, while at present it is Us. 78,94,000. Tiider the head 
“Civil Secretariat,” the expenditure has increased from Us. 9 lakhs in 
1920 to Us. 15,47,0(K). I do not wish (o mention the figures of Police 
expenditure as the.se will simply make you wonder where we are 
driving at. 

Provincial autonomy, Sir, is looming large before our eyes, and at 
no distant dote we hope to be able to get a complete control over the 
administration of our country. What use will it he to us to get charge 
of a Government which is mortgaged up to its neck? What is the use 
of having a bankrupt Governnient and trying to run it, and then, if 
we fail to improve its condition or show any progress, only to be 
declan'd as inefficient? I say. Sir, this is the position with which we 
are faced. I, therefore, appeal to the House to support Mr. Gupta’s 
resolution, and to the Finance Member also to accept the same. 

ilr LAIIIliLOT TRAVlRis Mr. President, Sir, the (pinion of my 
group is that a Retrenchment CmamiUee is not required. In our 
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opini^ Mr. Marr, a very oompeteitt mail, haa examined every poaaible 
sauTQ^ of expenditure with such succ'ens that it is imptxdmble that a 
committee aill find very much to do. At the same time, we have no 
objection whatsoever if it is the opinion of the Indian members of this 
Council that a committee should l)e formed. My only urp^ument afrainst 
it is the possible voM of such a (ommittee, and we conld deal better 
with that subject if we have some indication of the probable savin^ra. 
Perhaps the meml>ers of the committee if appointed nii^ht l>e able to 
do their work quite \oluntarily. Of course, that would mince the coat 
of the committee. However tliut iriuy be, wc want to say that w© hov©' 
no obje(‘tion to a committee if the Coiin<'il desires that this cummitteo 
should be appointed. 


•abM JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I think. Sir. that Sir Lancelot 
Travers has miswd the point made hv the speakers who have alnudy 
spoken in support of the resolution. It wa.s shortly this: Not that 
there is a certain ammint of expenditure which the Ooveruiiicnt has been 
incurriufr in order to carry on the aduiinistnition and that Ooverninenl 
is putting’ forth efforts to secure such eeonoiuy as would substantially 
decrease that expenditure, but the point that was nuule by the s|H»nkers 
was that this Province has a certain income. We have lived 11 years 
after the inauguration of the Montagu Keforms. WV know that the 
soun’cs of reNcnue allowed to this Province have been such that they 
have little capacity fi^r real expansion. Having regard to that fact, 
complaints have been made, and it has been bitterly Felt year after 
year in this province that the (Government has entirely failed in such 
readjustment of the machinery of administration as would leave a 
autfieient margin of the income for the real work of developing the 
province. The (lovernment i.s simply carrying on. That is not the 
hinction of Government. The function of the Government is to see 
that the province is developed. Ibit that function has been ignored. 
That is our eoiuplaint. A new system is <*oniing, as Mr. Moinin haa 
just said. It has been suggested that it is no use hc*lding an inquiry 
because the new' system may bring about new' conditions. But, T 
submit, Sir, an inquiry is necessary as early as possible inasmuch aa 
it will show to those, who will have to work the new system, the various 
matters in which it is possible to reduee exp<»nditure and to create an 
administrative ma<*hinery which will work the administration with a 
fair amount of efficiency. It has also been pointed out by Mr, Momin 
that expenditure under different heads has gone np extraordinarily. 
For instance, under the head “General Administration,'’ the increase is 
very high; under the “Police” the incrpa.se is tremendous; while the 
subject of ‘public health has been practically ignorwl. And all thia 
while makiia has been spreading from Western Bengal to East Bengal^ 
ttid it is feared that uiilewi it is checked, East Bengal will sniler ai> 
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inticli M Wetft Bengal haa for the laat 70 years. These are matters 
which have been overlooked. All the attention that has been given to 
police and other such establishments has been at the expense of various 
other matters in which the people were more vitally interested. People 
do not care much whether a small dacoity is prevented 'n an obscure 
corner of the province, but they do care that they may be saved from 
untimely death from malaria and other preventible scourges. I, 
therefore, think. Sir, that the committee that has been asked for should 
be appointed without delay, and that they should try to do their work 
early. 

Ths Hon'bls Mr. A. MARR: 1 hope, Sir, not to take up much time 
of the House, as I have not very much to say. In the first place, I 
think I may safely assert that every one in this House will support me 
when I maintain that Bengal was most disgracefully treated in the 
financial settlement of 1921. I think further that every one will fully 
agree with me when I make the statement that if the Bengal (iovernment 
had only been able to make over some Huhstantial sum to the nation- 
building departments every year, say, Rs. oO lakhs, the history of the 
last ten years would have been very ditterent indeed. However, as soon 
as Government learnt of the financial settlement, they realised at once 
that they would have to cut down their expenditure in e\ery way 
possible in order to balance their budget. We started retrenchment 
even before the Retrenchment Committee was appointed, but I do not 
think that 1 need go into details about what happened then. At the 
suggestion of my friend, Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, after 
the last session of this Council I had a memorandum prepared detailing 
the progress of retrenchment during the last ten years, and a copy of 
that memorandum was sent to every member of this House. I think 
that memorandum shows sufficiently clearly what retrenchments have 
been made in every department of Goveniment. We have practicaUy 
finished the work that the Governments of other provinces have only 
recently begun. We have been retrenching for the last ten years. 
The Government of India and other provincial Governments have 
started retrenchment only recently. 

However, my main point is this. Since we sent out that memo- 
randum, we have had our figures in it brought up to date. As explained 
above, as soon as the new financial settlement was brought in, the 
Government of Bengal immediately started retrenching and retrenched 
to the tune of lU. 70,52,000 in the year 1921*22. They found, however, 
that this was noi sufficient and so they imposed an all-round 5 per cent, 
out in 1922-28 which resulted in a saving of Rs. 48,89,000. This was 
done in anticipation of the recommendations of the Betrenohment 
Committee of 1924-25. Omiatn of these recommendatkms wmre accepted 
by Government and a saving of Ks. 37| lakhs was ejected. It has been 
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said tlie Miringv which Gbvertiiuent made m a result of the recom* 
meuda^oug of the Eetieuohmeut Committee u*ere very gmall. But 1 
may point out that many of these reeommeiula lions had already been 
carried out in the two previous years, and therefore the true fijrure of 
savings as a result of these recommendations is very much higlier than 
Bs, 37^ lakhs. Again in 19^10-31 we were able to effec't retrenchments 
to the extent of Rs. 40,67,000 and in 1931-32 lis. 13 lakhs. This latter 
figure does not include the savings on account of the 10 per cent, cut 
in pay which was brought into effect from the Ist of January last. We 
have found it rather difficult to arrive at a fairly accurate estimate as 
to what this cut will produce, but we think that it will bring in just 
over Us. 9 lakhs this year and Rs. 37 lakhs next year. Government are 
etill considering further retrenchments in next year’s budget, and we 
hope to make a saving of just under Hs. 14 lakhs. 

I think it is only fair to Government that this House should 
recognise that for the last ten years we have been effecting savings in 
every way we cun. My personal feeling is — and in this matter I share 
the views of Sir Lancelot Travers — that very possibly no (‘ommittw* 
will be able to do very much in the matter of recommending retrench- 
ments unless they go in for altering the basis of the (onstitution. 
However, thi.s House may feel that it would like to have a eommitteo 
of its own to satisfy itself whether this .statement of mine is eorrect or 
is not correct, and, therefore, in order to ascertain the wishes of the 
House on this point, Government have decided to leave this (juestion 
to the free vote of the House; and if the resolution is pressed to a 
division, the official members will not take paH in the voting. If the 
resolution is passed by the House, Govemrneut will take it into 
consideration. 


llai Or. MARIOHAIi OUTT Bahaiitfr: May I ask one fjuesti<»nf 
We have heard so much almut expense hut may I inquire if the 
members of the proposed committee would consist mainly of men who 
ordinarily reside in Calcutta and as such would not he entitled to fern 
or travelling allowances? Will the expenses be very high in that 
case? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: I am afraid I cannot say. In the first 
place it depends altogether on the personnel of the committee. I 
cannot promiae that aU the members of the committee would be Calcutta 
men ; sometimes a mufassal man is very valuable. 


MMi MrriiH OiMIIIMIA RAY RliOWlllllRYt How long is the 
mmmMm geiwg to nif 
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TIm Hon’Ill# Mr. A« MAIIIIl Expenditure will aleo depend to a 
great extent on the time taken by the committee to finieb ite labours. 


Mr* N* GUPTA: I shall say just one word in reply. It seems it 
is very hard to convince the Government of Bengal that the nature of 
the retrenchments that have already been effected by them is not 
exactly on the lines we want. There has been no retrenchment, or 
very little of it in the permanent branches of the administration. 
Whilst the cost of the administration remains the same, only the 
schemes and projects for some departments have been either cut down 
or postponed. I do not want to say that there has been no retrenchment 
but that retrenchment has been so little and on lines so different from 
that advocated by us that it is not likely to effect any substantial and 
permanent savings. That is my point. I may be right or I may be 
wrong, but I think the House is unanimous in wanting to get at the 
bottom of the things. If this committee is appointed, we need not 
waste much time. We have already got an able report, we have already 
got the Government memorandum and no doubt we shall also get the 
assistance of our able Finance Member or of any of his assistants, so 
we should not take much time in coming to our conclusion. I dare say 
that members of the committee will be patriotic enough to forego all 
fees if necessary. Personally I can assure you that if put on the 
committee I shall not charge a pice. Sir, the needs of the province 
are urgent and 1 have not brought forward this resolution as a vote of 
censure on the Government or to scrrve anv other object. Finance is a 
crucial matter for Bengal. As the Finance Member has pointed out 
our revenues are totally insufficient and the Government of India are 
starving us, but while we are maintaining a huge machinery of the 
administration we are cutting down the supplies with which alone the 
departments can function, and what we want to do is to hack the body 
of the impoiing paraphernalia of the administration so that our 
expenditure might be brought within the limits of the resources of our 
province, and therefore I appeal to you not to grudge a little expense. 
This is a matter in which we should not grudge any little expense that 
may have to be incurred. So I now retfuest the President to find out 
the opinion of this House on this matter. 


The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

‘This Council reoanunends to the Government that a Committee of 
Retrenchment be appointed for the province to examine and consider aU 
possible retrenchments of the edministTation both in the Reaerved and 
the Transferred sides, and to recommend to Government to take snitaliljs 
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aotiM either in their own competence or by reference to the proper 
anthc^ty with a view to effecting a subetantial reduction in the cost of 
the administration/' 


The decision on the foregoing resolution covered the following 
resolutions : — 

Rail Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of NashifNir: 

“This Coimcil recommends to the Government that a mixed committee 
of officials and non-officials (with a non-official majority) be appointed 
immediately to inquire as to how retrenchment can he effected in the 
various departments of the Government and the said committee be 
instructed to submit their report by the 10th March next/' 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTs This Council recommends 

to the Government that a committee consisting of officials and non- 
officials be formed immediately to devise means and methods for 
retrenchment in the different departments of the Government of Bengal 
with a view to ensure all possible economy in its administration/' 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of NathifNir: 

‘This Council recommends to the Government that the lamindars be 
relieved from the duty of realising road and public work cesses of the 
rent-free lands and the former practice of their realisation by the 
Collectors be revived/' 


Mr. d. N. GUPTA S “This (hmncil recommends to the Government 
that a committee be appointed to work out a comprehensive scheme for 
effecting a permanent reduction in the cost of the administration of the 
province." 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: "This Council recommends to 
the Government that a committee consisting of three eleotetl members 
of this House and two officials l)c formed to go into the whole question 
of Retrenchment." 

[It being o-lO p.in. by tlie cKxk.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it is useless to take up another resolution 
at this stage for I shall have to adjourn the C^juncil at 5-16. So I now 
adjourn the Council till 2-30 p.in,, to-morrow'. 


A^ounmitfit 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.»., on Friday, the IHb 
Fabnuury, 1032, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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PmmAnn^ cf tN Baiigal Ligiilttivf Cotmeil mmikM untm tta 
prowiiioffit of tho Covommoiit of Imlla Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Honae, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 5th February, 1932, at 2-30 p.m. 

Proaont: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Bat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble MembeiB 
of the Executive Council, the tliree Hon’ble Ministers and 105 nominated 
and elected members. 


•terrod Quattiooi 

(to whiofi oral answers were ghren). 

LaiKMords* transfer-fee in the Oaooa CoHeotoratOi 

na. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’blo Member in charge of the Rovenne Deimrtment be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement .showing — 

(i) the number of revenue-jKiying estutes in the Dacca district; 

(u) the percentage of Hindu, Muhammadan and Christian cess- 
peyere in the said district ; and 

((ill) the amount of landlords’ transfer-fees in deposit with the Col- 
lector ii]> to DtM ember, 1931 ? 

MEIMBER in ohwga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon^ilo 
Bhr B. B. Ohoao): (t) 11,872. 

(ti) No figures ore available, and to obtain them a prolonged and 
expensive inquiry would be necessary, wdiich Government regret they 
cannot agree to undertake. 

{Hi) The amount of landlords* fees and landlords* transfer-fees, 
remaining in deposit with the Collector in September, 1931, was 
Rs. 3,65,187. Figures for the quarter ending 31st December, 1931, 
Are not yet available. 

Rii SATYENDRA KUMAR DAB BMiiditr: Will the Hon’ble 
Member 1>6 pleased to state whether due notices were issued to tho 
bndlords for taking the deposits? 


Tho HoiPbit Sir B. a DNOBBi 1 ask for iiotko. 
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rufiiwnti of amnli imdor the Land AodoMtioii jifnoodingi in tiMi 
24-Pa rg o m i fc ^ 

•JSb Urt P. BANEMI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ifember in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleoeed to state whether it is a fact that 
the Hon*We Mr. W. D. R. Prentice, as Collector, 24-Pargana8, passed 
definite orders for local payments of awards under the liOnd Acquisition 
{urooedings ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that local payments have been 
systematically ignores! by the present I^aiid Acquisition Deputy 
Collector of the 24-Pargana8 to the great hardship of the ixK>r culti- 
vators receiving such awards? 

(o) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for each of the years 1927 to 1930-31 — 

(i) the number of awards ; and 

(it) the number of load payments? 

Tho l4on*Me Bir B« B« CHOSE: (a) He directed the Ixind Acquisi- 
tion Officer to arrange local payments in as many cases as possible. 

(6) No. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statem-ent referred in the aitucsr to clause (c) of ttarred question 
No. 26 shomn^ the number of cases in winch awards were made 
and the number of ciises in which local payments were made. 


Number of original main casee 
in whieb awa^ were made . . 

1927-28. 

46 

1028-29. 

62 

1029-a0. 

46 

lasc-sL 

so 

Number of original caaea in 
which local payments were 

made 

22 

21 

18 

18 


The above figures are exclusive of cases in which local poyments 
were made Ly cheque or money order. 


UnsUrred QmMmm 

(antivert to whioli wort laid on tlio tablo). 

Gertifleido onmiiMd ootoo in Ran^ur. 

tf. Kiii EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of .the Tmlicial Department be pleased to state the number of 
criniinal cases under sttttion 186, Indian Penal Code, started in the dis- 
trict of Rangpnr in 1831 in connection with the certificate cases of, tho 
Cbart of Wards' Bstatcsf 
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{b) How many of thorn — 

(t) ended in acquittal in 1931 ; and 

(it) were pendinpr on the 2nd January, 1932 P 

(c) What 0 mount of cost have the Government incurred in connec- 
tion with these cases P 

MiMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlili 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) 25. 

(«») (i) 10 . 

W 3. 

(c) Rs. 80-10.0. 


Erosion at Barnes Junction hy Taesta. 

28, Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state the result of 
the inquiry into the dangers from the Teestn changing its course at 
Barnes Junction? 

(b) Have the oxijeit engineers expressed any opinion as to whether 
the river will move fuHher to the east and towards the Jaldhaka? 

(c) Has a report been submitted to Government and is it available? 

(d) Are any suggestions for remedies submitted for dealing with 
the flood water? 

(e) Have the Government fonnulated any plans to deal with the 
situation should the railway be again breached? 

(/) Have they < onsidered the question as to how the tea industry is 
to import food-stuffs and to exix>rt its {woduce? 

MEMBER Hi charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hoii*lile 
AlhiSJ Sir Abdelkcrim ChuztiaYl): (a) The Chief Engineers of Govern- 
ment met the representatives of the Railway Board at the site. Goveni- 
ment are awaiting proposals of the Railway Board regarding the erosion 
et Barnes Junction. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) The report of the inquiry has not yet been received from 
the Railway Board. 

(«) and (/) The Railway Board are investigating the question of 
railway communication with Barnes Ghtt and their report is awaited; 
until this is receive<l it is not possible for Government to arrive at any 
Bnal decision as to their line of action or future policy. 
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iMim wtHm vtiidort. 


Khtii itliib Mautvl MUAZIAii ALI KHAN: Will tbe 
Hon’Ue Mininter in charge of the Agricalture and Industries (Excise) 
Depaitment be pleased to state what is the percentage of Moslem 
amongst the excise ^'endors in the Pabna district? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon*hle Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy)l 

15*9 per cent. 


Alaipurp Bemorta and Kohadak khals. 

28. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: Will the Hoiride Meml)er in charge 
of the Irrigation Department l)e pleased to state what progress has 
been made in connection with the reclamation of the Alaipur, Bemorta 
and Kohadak khals? 

The Hon’Me AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Estimates 
have been sanctioned for the reclamation of the Alaipur and Bemorta 
khals, but funds are not available to carry out the work at present. 

In the case of the Kohadak river the cost of preparation of the 
scheme to be undertaken under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improve- 
ment Act, 1920 (Bengal Act VI of 19201, has not yet l>een deiwsited 
by the people interested. 

Number of rural and central banka liquidalad. 

29. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department W pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the years 1927 to 19dl the 
number of rural and central banks that went into liquidation? 

MINISTER in oharga of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (ttii Hen'bit Nawab K. C. M. Faroqul, Kbail 

Babadur): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in reply to unstarred quntion No, 29. 



Nurobsr 

Number 


oi cMHitral 

of mrel 

Y«m. 

twnkii under 

beaks tmder 


Uquidetion. 

liquidation. 

1927 

Nil 

73 

1928 

Nil 

138 

1929 

Na 

160 

1930 

Nil 

160 

1931 

Nil 

141 
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Tha Honllla Mr. BUOY FRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to present 

the report of the Select Comtniitee on the Bengal Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1&31, by Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim. It is to be made clear that, in accepting this Bill, Qovemment 
do not accept any new liability on the part of Government to finance 
schemes for which funds may not otherwise be available. The amend- 
ment does not impose any fresh liability on Government, but only 
limits the power of the Collector to require security to be deposited 
jfrom private parties. It does not empower the Collector in lieu ef 
taking such security to order that any w'ork shall be done at Govern- 
ment expense for which funds have not been made available in the 
budget and placed at his disposal under tlie usual procedure. The fact 
that the Collector is. no longer empoweretl to demand security will not 
create any obligation as against Government for the work to be done 
at Government expense when Government have not previously made 
budget provision for the purpose; but will simply mean that until 
funds are assured of from one eource or another, progress with the 
project in question will be at a standstill. It is to be hoped that this 
•has been made sufficiently clear for there to be no misunderstanding in 
the matter in Council and instructions will be issued accordingly to 
Collectors in the event of the Bill being passed to avoid any 
misconceptions in the matter. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the Bengal Agricul- 
tural and Sanitary Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1931, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause L 

Mr. PREBIDBHT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of tha 
Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that in clause 1, last line, 
for the figures **1931'" the figures **1932” be substituted. 

The primar>' reason for moving this amendment is that the Bill 
was introduced in ISKil, but as it has been carried over to 1932, this 
amendment is necessary. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. FREilDENTf The question is that clause 1, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motidn was put and agreed to. 
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Claute 2. 

M^t PRESIDENT: Th© queatioo is that clause 2 staud part of the 
BiU. 

Babll KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that 
claiwe 2 (it) (6) be omitted. 

The practical result of this provision would be to make the security 
compulsory and in order to avoid this, I move this uiuendment. 

TN Honliia Mr. BUOY PRABAD tINCH ROY: Sir, T rise to 
oppose the amendment. I am surprised that an amendment of this 
character should tome from a j^entleman of the mover’s experience anJ 
knowledge of the working of local bodies. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that the local bodies do suffer from considerable diKudvuntages 
in putting in security even if they would like to do so, beeause there it 
no such, permissive provision in the Ixical Self-(lovernment Act; by 
introducing this change, I think distinct improvement has been 
achievetl. In view of this, I hope the hon’ble mover will withdraw hit 
amendment. 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Cliaudhuri was tlien, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of th# 
Bill 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mailivi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the Bengal Agricul 
tural and Sanitary Impn)vement (AmcTidiiient) Bill, us settled in 
Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Hm Binfal Patni Ttitiks RagutatiMi (AMfuMMiit) BBL IMI. 

TN HtNPbli Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 beg to present the report of ill# 
Select Committee on the Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) 
Bill, 1931,% Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudkuri. 

The only thing I have to say is that the Bill, as introduced, has beeN 

altered miiirely. ’ 
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2-46 p.m. 

BibH KISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I ^ to move that the 
Bengal Patni Taluks R€(gulation (Amendment) Bill, 1931, as* reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the only real change that is sought to be introduced by this 
Bill is that one may deposit the purchase-money after the sale and thus 
save the property. Those who under the Patni Taluks Regulation 
(section 3) are entitled to deposit the money before sale are to be allowed 
to deposit the money after the sale and thus save the property. I submit 
for the consideration of the House that no special privilege is asked 
for. The only thing that is asked for is that the privilege which is 
now enjoyed by patnidars and dar-patnidars is going to be extended 
even after the sale, so that the property may be saved after sale. There 
can be no difficulty on any side; the zamindar can have no objection 
as he can draw the amount of rent. If a man applies to set aside the 
sale, he shall have to deposit the full amount, so the zamiiidar is not 
really affected. In this time of economic distress I desire to give some 
relief to patnidars and dnr-patnidars. This privilege, I submit, has 
been extended to almost all except the Government estates. In view 
of these observations, I hope the Bill will be passed by the (Council. 

Thg Hofl'bla tlr Bt B. CHOSE: Sir, although sympathising with 
the object of the Bill, I have to oppose it, and I have to do so mainly 
on the grounds which were recorded by Sir Provash (blunder Mitter in 
his Minute of Dissent. I may, for the benefit of the House, read a 
portion of the reasons given by him. What he said is this : “Subject 
to certain safeguartls we think there would be no objection to giving 
relief to patnidars whose tenures are sold under the regulation by 
anabling them to set aside the sale on payment of compensation, but in 
a matter like this it is best that the legislation should be undertaken 
by Government after consulting the public and specially the interested 
parties and the ofBcials who have to administer the regulation. It 
would also have to be considered whether it might not be more 
satisfactory to give the power of setting aside the sale on payment of 
compensation to the civil court. This might minimise the chances of 
further litigation, relieve the Collector of the onus of deciding questions 
which may sometimes be complicated and bring the matter into line 
with the procedure in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1908. Further, if that were done, it might be 
possible to give relief to other persons whose interests are really 
Idleeted by the sale. For the reasons given above, we regret we are 
unable to accept the Bill as drafted, but we are prepared to re^mmend 
that Government should themselves undertake legislation to intauduce 
the principle of giving relief to painidars whose Udttk* are sold under 
the regulation subject to such safeguards as may be found desirable.” 
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1 my add that the CoUeetora haTe no machinery for deciding 
qaesii<Hi8 of dispute and in cases where the Collector either sets aside 
or reiniee to set aside a sale, there is no right of appeal as is given in 
the Bengal Tenancy Act and the Civil Procedure Cbde. Under both 
these Acts if any person objects to the sale being set aside on depositing 
the purchase money on any ground whatsoever, a miscellaneous case is 
started and from the decision of the court an appeal is allowed both 
under the Tenancy Act and the Civil Procedure Code, but under the 
peUni regrulation the Collector will have to de<‘ide the dispute finally. 
Probably the aggrieved party will have no right of suit in this matter. 
There may be a right of revision, according to the regulutimis, by the 
Commissioner or the Board of Beveiiuc. That certainly, Sir, would 
give inadequate relief to the person who is aggrieved by the Collector’s 
order. 

There is another question which may be remembered. In the case 
of a palm sale the purchaser on depositing the money within eight days 
of the sale, acquires an absolute right to the property. There is no 
question of confirmation of the sale as in the case of the Civil Proce<lure 
Code or the Bengal Tenancy Act. As soon os the jMtntdar de}x>sits 
the money, he has got an absolute right to the property and if the 
property is a desirable one, he may take objwdion to the right of the 
person to make the defxisit. But if this provision be inserted in its 
present form, it w*ill start difficulties and will lead to litigation. Ihere* 
fore, I submit that the House will consider whether it is proper to 
conaent to the Bill or to take into consideration all the difficulties that 
may arise with regard to the rftgulation. The regulation is a very old 
one— it is now more than about 120 years i»hl— and to go on tinkering 
with it by inserting these little provisions may raise unforeseen 
difficulties, some of w'hich I have indicated. I submit, therefore, that 
if the mover prefers that the (lovemment should introduce a Bill after 
taking the opinion of all the persons concerned, znmiiularK, collw-lors, 
and all other people who have to deal with the regulation, then Hovern. 
meat would be prepared to introduce such a Bill. The regulation being 
rather a complicated one, it is undesirable to interfere with it in thif 
way. As the members will have seen, the original Bill has been 
absolutely changed if they will only look to the provisions inserted by 
the Select Committee. The Select (kimmiltee could not leproduce the 
Bill in another form but amended it as far as they could. Even as it 
k, as I have already pointed out, there are difficulties in accepting the 
Bill. With these few words, I would oppose the motion. 


•ate iATliM CHAHDRA RAY CMOWOHURYJ Sir, will the 
Hon’ble Member kindly state when Government will be able to introduee 
ligiebitifm on the lines indicated by OovemmentP 
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Hit Hon’lll# Sir S« CHOSE: Sir it is Tcry difficult to soy oxactly 
when GoTernment will be able to introduce the Bill. It may be neocl 
year, but I think we may be able to introduce suck a Bill next sesakm. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I rise to say a few 

words in support of the motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. It 
is very difficult to understand the attitude of GoTemment with regard 
to this matter. The Ilon’ble Member-in-cbarge has assured us that he 
is in sympathy with the object of the mover, but at the same time his 
sympathy is only manifested in pointing out or raising all sorts of 
difficulties which, I submit, would not bear much examination. Well, 
Sir, my friend, Bubu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri, brought forward 
a resolution wuth regard to this matter and then the Hon’ble Member- 
in-charge, Sir P. C. Mitter, put forth a most 8tubbf)m opposition to it, 
and it was lost. Subswiuently, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri intro- 
duced this Bill, when objections like these were never thought of and 
the Bill was referred to a Select Committee. If these objections were 
raised at that time, possibly they might have been remedied in the 
Select Committee. Now that the Select Committee has made its report, 
we are told that there are enormous difficulties on account of which Gov- 
ernment objects to it. I submit, Sir, that this does not speak of much 
sympathy with the measure. I may tell you, Sir, that the matter is of 
very great urgency at the present moment, in view of the et^onomic 
distress when zamindars, pafnidars, rmpat.^ and everybody are feeling 
the greatest difficulty in meeting their obligations; in raising their 
revenue, Government have shown a considerable amount of generosity 
to the zamimiarn in the matter of defaults of payment of rent. The 
zaminditrs are themselves in difficulty, because they cannot realise the 
rent from the loiyatz. But s(» far as the jHtfm rent is concerned, there 
i« no relief whatsoever. Well, I cannot understand this anomaly and 
the attitude of Government tending towards the perpetuation of this 
anomaly. The matter is of great urgency at the present moment, 
because if the law is not passed at this session, I may tell the House 
that a large number of patni tidvhs will he sold. Well, Sir, on the 1st 
of Jmth the rent of pnfni taluks will have to be paid. Tberefore I 
would ask the Council to pass the Bill as it i« and not to be frightened 
by the difficulties which have been raised by the Hon’ble Meniber-in- 
cbarge which, I am afraid, have been exaggerated. The revisional 
powers of the Commissioner and of the Board of Revenue are admitted. 
When there has been a sale which is irregular and which is liable to be 
•et aside, there is the civil court. Under these circumstances, if a 
pereon’e taluk is improperly sold, a patmdar is not altogctheo* without 
remedy. Gn the contrary, if he is a zamindmr and the sak» is eei astde^ 
he loses nothing as he gebi the rent and the purchaam aleo gets Ihn 
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Tken where is the loss? I foil to see why the Hoa’ble Mem* 
h^r-in-fhATge should be so anxious to sympathise with a person who has 
bought the Uduk lor a song. 


3 p.m. 

There is absolutely no reason why this Bill should not be taken inU) 
consideration. Then other difficulties have been pointed out : the Bill 
has not got the necessary provisions to complete the amendment which 
has now been brought forward. AVell, if that is so, it is up to the 
liegi.slative Department to find out anomalies, make any corriH'tions 
that have to he made, and bring forward a further aivcnding Bill in 
the next session. Nothing will be lost hy this. Government have gut 
the power to introduce n further amending Bill to give effect to further 
corrections. So that is no reason why this Bill should he thrown out, 
absolutely no reason why tlm present Bill should be delayed any longer. 
After the matter has been discussed and reported uinin by the Select 
Committee, it is up to us now' to pass it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAiU* Sir, I rise to support the mo« 
tion of my friend Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. As regards the 
suggestion that the Hill has l>een amended out of recognition hy the 
Select (’omniittcc. I suliinit that it is more <»r less a matter of form — 
bringing the Hill into conformity with the regulation. If you will 
read clause 2, as drafted by Kishori Hnbu (it is printed in italics), and 
clause 2, as framed hy the Select (’ommittee (which is undeiHned), you 
will find that whereas the original Hill was not drafted with special 
reference to the language of the regulation, the Select (’ommittee’s draft 
gives the section in conformity with the language of the regulation. 
The only thing that has Wen done is that proper form has been given 
to the section by the Select Committee, but the main idea is there. 
What the Bill was intended to do has not been changed. The original 
intention is unchanged. It is only, as I say, proper form has been 
given to the Bill by the Seb* t Committee. We have all heard of 
Government’s sympathy and their intention to introduce a Bill may 
be, next session, but we ba\e waited for 120 years for this measure 


Tilt Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Nobody complained. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR RAiUs "Well, il the Bevenue Member 
that iobody oomplamed, 1 stand defeated ; I have nothing move to 
•ay m ihai point, but, at a matter of fact, in Bengal every other pmea 
wlMoe pnperiy it tMd, whether nader a decree nndw the r r e^ete 
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Cod#^ or for arrears of reni under ilie Bengal Tenancy Act, has ilie 
right to have the sale set aside by making a deposit; why that right 
should be taken away from the pcUnidar, I cannot see. I see the in* 
equity of the thing; while every other person whose property has been 
sold can have the sale set aside, this painidar alone is exempted. Even 
in the case of a public demand where a person’s property is sold, the 
certificate-debtor has the right of having the sale set aside on depositing 
the debts. Then we are told that.the Collector has not the machinery 
to work the provisions of this Bill. I am simply astonished to hear 
such a remark from the Revenue Member. Well, the Collector has the 
machinery to hold the sale, but no machinery to decide summarily 
whether the sale should be set aside on the payment of the demand. I 
do not think any more machinery is needed for the Collector to decide 
whether a person is entitled to pay the money or not, and the way in 
which Government is now anxious to secure the right of appeal in 
every small case, is rather refreshing. We have heard so long about 
the multifariousncHS of appeals, both first and second appeals, in 
this country and how the right of appeal is misused to protect litiga- 
tion. We are now told that the Government is anxious to provide for 
an appeal in these cases even though there is the right of revision by 
the Commissioner and by the Board of Revenue. They are anxious 
to give a right of appeal where the pafni sale is set aside. 


The Hon^hle Wr B# B. CHOSE: Also where the sale is not set aside. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Even if that be so. then there 
can really be a second appeal up t(» the Board and then there is the 
civil court. But the anxiety of the Government benches in opposing 
this is not very edifying, and I Wg that the House will take proper 
notice of it. I submit that there is no ground for rejecting this 
motion. 


R«)« BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of NathlfHir: 

I have every sympathy with the mover of the motion in dealing with this 
question, but the question is whether it is desirable to have brought this 
motion forward at this present time. 

This regulation has been in force fur meire than 100 years without any 
amendment, and if we have waited for 100 years and more, I do not 
eeie why we should not wait for a few months more. This questioB 
should be thrioe considered before we should venture to am«sd a few 
dauses suggested by the mover. It cannot be dmiied that there are 
various sections in the regulation which require immediate amendment. 
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Wliftt |i wish to bring to tbe notioo of tbis Houfte i» ibat mj 
friend Babu Kisbori Moban Cbandburi baa brought forward tbe amend- 
ment of a particular section only leaving other sections untouched. He 
has himself admitted that there are other sections too which require 
amendments both for tbe sake of tbe jMtnidar and the zamindur as 
well. Now if that be so and in the face of tbe assurance of tbe Hon^ble 
the Revenue Member, that he will bring an amended Bill shortly, 
I think the best course will be to wait a few months more. As a matter 
of fact, this regulation was passed with the object of giving facilities 
to the zamiiidart for the punctual payment of rent, and in return to 
provide certain concessions to the rpaimdart. So both tbe aspects 
should be looked into. It would be an injustice if the question be 
dealt with one aspect only, neglecting the other side. For example, 
the law provides for the sale of the holding in default of the payment 
of rent. But in practice we find that the sale has always been set 
aside owing to some technical difficulties in the section. Thus tbe 
amendment of this section in particular is badly required. I find from 
the speeches of some of the hon’ble members that they want to impress 
on this House that this Bill is really a fight between the landlord and 
tenant. I should say at the very outset that is not so. It is not a 
fight but a mutual agreement between landlords and landlords; nothing 
to do with the tenants. Sir, as you know’, every zamindur is a patnidar 
under a brother zamindar, a landlord pays lK)th revenue In (Government 
and rent to fellow zamitnlar. One is lM)th landlord ami a big paint 
tenanf. Thus it will be a mistake to think that if the Bill be passed, 
it will affect one section at the cost of the other. Thus you see it is 
mutual agreement to satisfy landlord as a class; it has no concern with 
ordinary tenants. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen (iupta has ac<*used the 
zamindars of not giving relief to the tenants — 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 

I have not accused any zamindar in my speei li. 

Rtja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nathipurt 

I am glad he did not mean it. However, I beg to say for his informa- 
tion that zamtndars have given relief in most of the jmttani suits under 
this regulation. There are instances where they have withdrawn casea 
after re<’eiving a part payment. Has he cared to ascertain this fact!" 
I request him to do so. With these words, I beg to oppose this motion. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Ra)a BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tINHA Bahadur, af Nashipiirt 

to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for tba 
parpoae of eliciting public opinion thereon by the 3Ut March, 1980. 
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MIININDIIA BEB BAI MAMAMI to move thot tlie Bill be fe- 
^MmiitUed to a Select Committee oonaisting of — 

the Hoiil)le Member in charge of the Revenue Department; 

Mr. H. C. V. Philpot; 

Babu Jatindra Nath Basa; 

Baja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

Mr. Sara! Kumar Boy; 

the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy; 

Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhuri; 

Mauivi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy; 

Mr. Khwaja Sala-ud-din; 

Mr. Altaf Ali; 

Maharaja Jagadish Nath Bay, of Dinajpur; 

Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar; 

Mr. Surendra Nath Law; 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray; and 
the mover, 

with iiiHtruciion to submit their report aa soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
<luorum shall be five. 


Mauivi HA8SAN ALI to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill l»e re(*omiaitted lo a Select Committee consisting of the members 
,of the former Select Committee and four other additional members, 
namely : — 

Mauivi Abdus Samad; 

Kasi Emdadul Hoque; 

Mauivi Bassan Ali; and 
Mauivi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

with instructions to submit Uieir report as soon as possible and that 
the number of members whose prseenoe shall be nocessaiy to constituts 
quorum shall ho five. 
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Hie motion that the Bengal Patui Taluks Regulation (Ammidment) 
Billy ld31, as reported by the Selet^t Committee, lie taken into const* 
deration was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYCi. 


aii, Bhielvi Hattaii. ) 

•atita, Maalvi SSaik Rahim. 

Rehth, Slaaivi SyM Mai is. 

Maarji, Mr. P. 

" .Rarma, Rai tahih Pantliaaan. 

•aaa, Mr. NarwiSra Kvaiar. 

OhauShari, Raha KithaH Bmhan. 
OhaaShuH, Or. Jtesa i ra CliaaSra. 
OhaiiShari, Khan Sahadur Mauivi 
aiimaiMman. 

OhaaShury, Slauivi Rural Ahtar. 

OhawShury, Haji Radi Ahmad. 

Ohavdhury, Mauivi Abdul Rhani. 
tatulji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 

•aha, Mr. P. N. 

Oapta. Mr. 4. N. 

Hakim, ISauIvi Abdul. 

Nathamy, Mauivi Syad Jalaluddin. 

Haaua, Kafi Smdaduf. 

Haaain, Nawab M u a ha rr u f. Khm Rahadar. 
Maaaatn, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaaiam Aii. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 


) Khan, Shr. Ranar Rahman* 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mamm, Khan Rahadar Mahammai Ahdit 
Makhapadhaya. Rai iahih iarat OhRRdra. 

Rahavan, Maaivi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdar> 

Ralkat, Mr. Praahnna Oah. 

Ray, Rahtt Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Raha Khatiar Mahan. 

Ray OhaiNlhary, Raha Salith Ohandrm. 
Raat, Rahtt Naaani. 

Ray, Rahtt Satyvndra Nath. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Rahu Ham Chandra, 
taadataliah, Mamvl M u h am ma d . 

Salauddin, Mr. Khviaja. 

Samad, Mauivi Abdu*. 

•arkar, Rlr dadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rahati Mahan. 

San Rupfa, Or. Naraah Ohafidra. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid, 
smth, Srilui Tai Rahedur. 

Salaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Auttth, Mr. 4. M. 

Rat, Oahu LalH Kumar. 

Oal, Mr. tarat Oha nd ra. 

Oartlay, Mr. C. 

RaMr Uddia, Khan Sahib Mauivi Maham. 

mad. 

Oirhmyra, Mr. H. 

Riandy, Mr. E. N. 

Rattamlay, Mr. 4. M. 

Rural, Rahu Rahul Chand. 
darh, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. 4, 

eanehiRtr, Majar-OanaraJ W. V. 

C aa^r , Mr. 0. 0. 

Dain, Mr. R. R, 

Oaa, Rai Rahadur Satyandra Kumar. 
iFaraenif tha NM'Wa Navah K. R. M., ritan 

raMaua, Mr. u m, 
r a m t S ir, Mr. 4, Camphalt. 

•aeohti, Rai Rahadur Suail Kumar. 

Rhaai, Rai Rahadur taaanha Camar. 

•Raaa, iha Manila Sir R. R. 

•hMMwi, tha Manila Athad| Sir Ahiah 
haHm. 


Oilahriac, Mr. R. N. 

Oumtr, Mr. 0. W. 

NaphimR Mr, W. S, 

Karr, Mr. W. d. 

Khan, Mauhrt Anrtiimt*Zaman. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Marr, ths Manila Mr. A. 

Mamik Shr. R. A. 

Miliar, Mr. 0. C. 

Mittra, Rahu Sarat Chandra. 

Ratimuddia, tha Naa'hia Mr. Khwaja. 
Phiiset, Mr. H. 0. Y. 

Prantlat, tha Hafi*Ma Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Saiiaamar Stnsh. 

Ray, Hr. Carat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han’hla Mr. tijay Praaad SInsh. 
Smi, Mai Sdhih Ahahay Knmar. 

Siaha, Reja Rdhadur R i iu s a ni ra Naraynii, 
•f NnaMiwr. 

S umna r, Mr. C. R. 

Travart, Sir Lani i ta i . 

WIRUnaan, Mr. M. R. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 44, the moiioii was carried. 
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3-15 p.m. 

CUi^te i. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Bablf KISNORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that in 
clause 1, line 2, for the figures **1931” the figures **1932” shall be 
substitued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1, as amended, stand 
paii of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clavse 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is tliat ( lause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

I will ask the Raja Bahadur to move all his amendments and make 
one speech on them. (If course I will put them separately. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

In obedience to the deension of the Chair, I beg to move the following- 
amendments : — 

(i) that in clause 2 in proposed section 14A, clause First, lines 1 
and 2, after the words “defaulting talukdar” and in lines 
2 and 3, after the words “the defaulting holder of a tenure 
saleable under this regulation” and in line 3, after the 
words “any talukdar of the second degree” the following be 
inserted, namely: 

*‘wbose name has been duly rec orded as such in the office of his 
superior landlord.” 

(tt) that in clause 2 in proposed section 14A, (dause First, sub- 
clause (5) in line 3, after the word “interest” the following 
be inserted, namely: — 

'*at the rate stipulated in the palm agreement.” 

(itt) that in clause 2 in proposed section 14A, clause First, the 
word **and” at the end of sub-clause (6) shall be omitted, 
and after sub-clause (c) the following shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

**and (d) a sum of money ec^ual to the rent and ceesee which 
may have fallen due to the xamindar together with interest 
at the rate stipulated iu the patni regulation for the period 
intervening between the period covered by the petition for 
sale and the date of confirmation of the sale.” 
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(tr) that in clause 2 to propoaed seotion liA the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

**Provide<l that nothing in the section shall prevent the 
ramtuflur from withdrawing hin duet* out of the sale- 
proceeds of the defaulting tenure before one month after 
the sale had expired and in case the lamindar makes such 
withdrawal the amount pa^-able to him under sub-olauso 
(h) of clause First of section 14 A shall be paid to the 
purchaser. 

Sir with regard to the fii-st amendment, the Bill provides that 
ialukdnn of the first or the second degree may deposit the money. 
But, Sir, it will be difficult for the Collector to decide whether the 
depositor i.s the talukdar of the first or of the second degree, until and 
unless there is anything to show in the paper that they are pntnidarM 
or the dor-^pitl ntdars. To snti.sfy the Collector, I suggest that their 
names should l>e recorded in the sfirrista of the superior landlords. 
There is no difficulty to have the mutation done. It is not a new 
procedure that I am suggesting now. hut the law is there. According 
to the jMtfii regulation, the mutation should W done and the law prr>- 
vided it. There is no option eithei on the part of landlords or of 
jmtnidars. The law is ver> clear to this point. As for dar-patnidar$ 
or tafukdn)!i o| the ser-ond deuiee, the mutation can he done «»asil\. The 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act provides for it. 

The receipt of landlord’s fees remitted to the 8U|)t*rior landlord 
will, I think, suffice for the purptme, otherwise, there will he more 
(‘omplicntions. A serious issue will he raised as to if the deposits 
are made hy the imtui fid*^ party or not. The result will he that the 
sale will not he set aside immediately hut will take three or four yeara 
to dcM'ide the issue and the money W'hich has been deposited by the 
purchaser, will lie without earning any interest. The consequencu 
will be that the purchaser will suffer at the end. Thus fhe tenure 
will have to be sold perhaps at a very low price as Imna fidt* purchaser 
will never venture or eome forward to take this risk of keeping big 
eum indefinitely without profit and only the speculators will come. 
This is dangerous. 

With regard to tlie second amendment, the word ‘‘interest” is 
of course there, but in order to make it more clear, so that there may 
be no ambiguity, I have suggested an amendment adding a few words 
more. 

As regards the reason of my third amendment, I beg to say that 
in ca«ies where the patni is sold for a lesser amount than the market 
demand, this clause will act as a safeguard. As a matter of fact^ 
any other person, after the sale is over, can deposit the amount, and 



m NOX-OFFICIAli MEMBEES’ BIIiLa [5 th ¥wm, 

in tUttt cttse, after tbe iMile i» »et tbe zamitidar will get not the 

^hole of the money but a part of it. He will have to go again to 
the civil court for the recovery of the remaining dues. This will 
involve trouble and costs. 

With regard to the last amendment, I beg to say that in any case 
the zamiuLu will get his dues whether the sale is set aside or confirmed. 
Therefore, there is no use to prevent the zamitviar from doing so. 

With these few words, Sir, I heg to move my amendments. 


Baku KliHORI MOHAM CHAUDHURI: Sir, at present the 

and the dar^patnidar enjoy the right of payment before sale, and 
the question whether they are recorded or unre<;orded is not taken 
into ooasideratiun. If he cun prove that he is a patnidaT^ he gets the 
right and the Collector decides it. The same thing can be done by the 
Collector here and tliere is no necessity for the applicants being re- 
corded. This has been tbe practice for the last 120 years, and I do 
not see why tliere sluMild be a departure from tliat. The dar-palttidar 
cannot he recorde<l in any case. So, 1 think, the first amendment is 
<|uile unutHtNisary. 

As regards thi‘ second amendment of the Haja Buhadui', it is not a 
matter of very serious importance. I, however, think that the words 
are unnecessary, though there is no serious objection to them. The 
ordinary hiw of imposing interest on ari'ears of rent is quite enough. 

As regards the third amendment, a decree is passed for the amount 
<lue subsequent to the date of sale. The civil court posses a decree 
mid upon that det'ree a payment is made. The Collector cannot pass 
% decree for a subsequent amount of rent. If there is no decree, a 
euit is to he instituted. Application for sale is made by the let of 
JtaiHdch: tbe sale is held on the Ist (»f Ja/uiha. Under the present 
4 irrang«ment, ibere is no question of rent for the intervening period, 
that is, for the month of Bmsakh. So when a payment is to be mado 
for setting aside a sale, there is no necessity for asoertaining ike 
amount due to the zanuudar then. Moreover, the Collector has not 
got the power to pass a dwree. Under the circumstances, I cannot 
accept this amendment. 

As regards the last amendment, in applying for setting aaido a 
aale, the full amount for w^hich the property has been put up for oale 
shall be de|Kvsited. The zamindar can draw the amount due to him 
on proper application for safeguardixig the pnrobasers. On thia 
ground, it seems that this amendment is unnecessary. 

1 oppose all the amendments. 
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3-30 lioin. 

fMm HIM OMAMDRA ROY ONOUDNURtt I Hm to opp<Mie th# 
Ameiidliioiitfi moTed bv the Raja Bahadur. If amrndmaiit (t) b* 
tha main objact with which this Bill has baon intfoducad 
will ba fru»tratad« bacause tha main objact of fcatting this Bill paasad 
into law is that facilities be friren to the defnultinfr patnidart and 
inferior tainkdar» for setting aside the sale by depositing the daim of 
the zamitidat and r<»iiipetisutioti to the pui-chaser after the tale is 
held. This amendment contemplates that those defaulting UdukdM 
and inferior ialakdan whose names are not i-egistei-ed in the jheftfifil 
of the superior landlords will not W able to set aside the sale by 
depositing the claim. ^Vhat i^ the existing position!^ At present, Sir, 
before a sale is held, any defaulting (altihdar, whether his name be 
registered or not, or any inferior ittluhdttr of the second degri»e, may 
deposit the rlaim of the taintudnr and set aside the sale. I refer to 
sef'tiou l*i of the Pntni Sale T^aw. It runs thus — 

“Whenever the tenure (»f a talukdar of the first degree may bo 
edveHised for sale in the manner nK|uired by the swond and lhir<l 
(lauses of section 8 of this regulation, for arrears of rent due to the 
gatntfuhtr^ the tnlukdan^ of the second degree or any number them 
shall be entitled to stay the final sale, by paying int) court the 
amoiitit of balance that may lie de<dBred due by the pe.sou attendititf 
on the part of the zauiittdar on the day np|Miinte«l * 

Ifcvice there is no bar to his depositing the claim, whether hts uama 
be registere<l or not. You aw aware, 8ir. that under the pn^sent 
regulation there are some conditions of giving necurity, etc., which 
are re<|uired to l»e fulfilled Indore the name of a patnidar may be 
registered in the fthermta of the zamindar, which often depends U|»oii 
the good will of their officers. As regards the registration of th# 
name of a talukdar <»f the second degree, some foinialities are also to 
be observed and if this clau.se lie added, piacticully miait of ih# 
defaulting talukdars and Uihikdars of the second degree will not be 
able to save their properties by dejxmitiiig the c lainis of the zainittAan. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Member in opposing the introduction of the 
Bill has told us that the Collector has not got sufficient machinery 
to look into all these things. If this clause be added, it will consider- 
ably increase the work of the Collector for he will have to tak# 
evidence whether the defaulting talukdar or a talukdar of the se<’ond 
degree has got his name registered in the »heri»ta of his superior 
landlord.* Hence litigation, will increase a great deal. I thereforOf 
for the sake of justice and for giving sufficient relief to the ialukdarz, 
ii Is intended by the mover of the Bill, think that this iimendnient 
iboiild be oppoeed. 
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As regards iU), I think the Raja Bahadur has brought forward 
this amendment under the apprehension that the zamindart will not 
get the interest at the rate stipulatefl in the agreement, because under 
the amended Bengal Tenancy Act zamindtirn or landlords cannot get 
interest at a higher rate than 121 j)er cent. Now it is not yet decided 
whether the zamindius will get an interest at a higher rate than that 
provided in the Bengal Tenancy Act, that is to say, whether the Patni 
Regulation will supersede the piovisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act in 
the matter has not yet been decided by any proper court. So I think the 
Raja Bahadur has brought forward this amendment under a misappre- 
hension. But the words that now' stand in the Bill are “legal interest.” 
If the zamimlnrn be legally entitled to get an interest at the rate 
stipulated in the patni agreemenl, the words “legal interest” will not 
stand in their way. Hence we need not add any clause w'hich may 
entitle the zaimndarn anything Jiiore than what is provided by the 
existing law, because if the zamindar is entitled to get any interest 
at the rate stipulated in the patni agi-eement, I think there is no bar 
to his getting that interest, if the w'ord “interest” is only put there; 
no new clause, therefore, need be added. 

Then ns regards amendment No, (m), this is a most inwiuitous 
provision, because the Raja Bahadur wants to get something which 
is not covered by the decree, as it were. Previous speakers have spoken 
on this and I have nothing more to add except that even in the case 
of a decree under the Bengal Tenancy Act or a decree under the Civil 
Procedure Code or a decree under the Public Demands Ile(‘overy Act 
a decree-holder cannot get more than the amount of interest mentioned 
in the decree. Even in revenue sales, Government cannot claim more 
than what is their demand. Hence I think in this case also zamindart 
cannot claim more than the amount for which the sale has been held. 

Then us regards amendment No. (ir), I have nothing more to add 
to what has already been said by the previous speokers. 


Thi Hon>bf0 Sir B. B. CHOSE: T oppose all the amendments. 

Amendment (i) really takes away what is intended to be given 
by this Bill, l>ecause everybody knows that very few patnidart have 
their names registered. It is well known that in all notices for patni 
sales the names of the original grantees are given, but it has been 
held that the proceedings under the iHxtni law are against the 
properties and not ugain.st persons. 5>o, if the amendment be accepted, 
the result will be that the benefit which is sought to be conferred 
the patnidar will l)e almost negatived, because verj^ few patnidart 
have their names registered. 

With regard to amendment (ii), I have only to point out that 
•action 17, clause 3, of the regulation says that the zamindar it to got 
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inlflMi on the sum for which the sale has been made. It is not 
ne c ess ar y to state what the rate of interest should be. If there is an 
agreement in the palni kabuliyat as regards the rate of interest, it is 
nnneoessary to state anything about it. because that would undoubted* 
ly be payable. If, as a matter of course, there is no such stipulation, 
the court will fix it in accordance with the provisions of section 17 
as has been pointed out by the previous speaker. 

With regard to amendment (hi) alf»o, the difficulty is as follows; 
The amendment runs thus: “t<»gethor with intei'cst at the rate stipu- 
lated in the paini regulation for the |>eriod intervening between the 
period covered by the petition for sale and the date of confirmation 
of the sale.” 

As a matter of fact, no riiie is stipulated in the jMtni regulation. 
Probably the Raja Bahadur meant “pofcni agreement.” My objection 

is that there is no date fixed for the confirmation of the sale under the 

paini regulation. According to this Bill, the purchaser w^ould get 
a certificate only after the expiry of dO days, but the sale takes effect 
when he pays the money, that is, after 8 daj^s from the sale. That 

sale should l>e set aside, according to this Bill, if the money is paid 

w'ithin 30 days, and if the sale is set aside, confirmation of the sale 
w'ill naturally never occur. So there is objection from ever>' jmint 
of view to this amendment. 

The main objection witli regard to the other jK»int that similar to 
the provision of section llJIt of the Bengal Tenancy Art the zatiUridtur 
may get his subservient dues, is that it is against the spirit of the 
pctini regulation. 1 iider the patni regulation^ when the sale is held 
on the Ist of /cyt, the purchaser is liable for rent for the period from 
Baisalh previous and not the outgoing defaulter, llnrler the Bengal 
Tenancy Act the defaulter is liable for rent till the (’onfirmation of 
the sale, hut under the palni regulation the defaulter is not pemonally 
liable after the sale. This would introduce a radical change in the 
principle of patni law. 

With regard to amendment (ir), it may Ih* of some advantage to 
the zamintlarn, but it will mean more work for the CNillector and there 
may l>e introduced an anomalous position. Suppose a propeity it 
sold for less than what is due to the zam^ndar; tlie zamtndar take# 
away the money, but according to the amendment the money depoaited 
by (he defaulting patnidar including the arrears due, will be paid to 
the purchaser. Let me put it in this way, Por instance, the sale- 
proceeds of a property are say, Bs. 30 and the zamindnr*t dues are 
Be. 40; then if the zanUndar takes away the Bs. 20, the applicant 
will still Jbave to pay Rs. 40, and the whole of this Re. 40 will go to 
the purchaser, whereas the purchaser paid only Bs. 20 for the property, 
Tkie is an anomaly which the Baja Bahadur had evidently cNrer- 
looked. On these grounds I oppose all his amendments. 
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Tke motions of Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Binha, of 
Nashipur, were then put separately and lost. 

Mr. PREtlOiNTs The question is that clause 2 stand part of tho 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clau*e 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that the ])reandde stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

DaSu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Patni Taluks Hegulation (Amendment) Bill, as settled in 
Council, be passed. 

TKt Hon*blf Sir B. B. CHOSE: I beg to o])pose the motion. I 
have stated the reasons w'hy Government choose to oppose it and I 
do not think I should add anything more. There is an idea that 
Government have Wen opposing it out of eonsideintion f<»r the 
punhasers. Tlial is absolutely wrong, bwause what the Government 
think is that the pi-ovisions of the Bill would he very difficult to work 
and it would only increase litigation between the purchaser and the 
person who thinks he has got a right to the paint. What I suggest is 
that let (foverPtVIini introduce a Bill and then all these things can 
be considered more fully than was done in connection w’ith this Bill. 
On that ground T oppose the Bill. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I support the motion of 
Bebu Kishori Mohan Ohaudhuri. The Hon’ble Member on behalf of 
Qovemment has told us that it would give rise to litigation. On the 
cmitrary, Sir, it will, as a matter of fact, prevent a lot of litigation. 
Th€ Baja Bahadur of Nashipur informed this House that about 90 
per cent, of the paiMi sales are set aside by means of litigation. I 
told this House once before of a litigation with which the Bnjn 
Bnha<lttr and other members of this House are familiar — a protmoted 
litigation — which was made possible because of the absence of m 
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pro^ilioii liki this. Sir, in a patmt sale as soon as the hammer is 
down ^we is no remedT for the patni tenants. The only remedy for 
him is to ffO to court. When he goes to court, there is protractetl 
litigation. The proTision of a summary power to set aside the sale 
is directed towards preventing litigation, the effect of which both 
xamhidarM and patnulan feel very much iilike. There have been 
litigations whic h have lasted for years costing any amount of money 
which is not commensurate with the value of the pntni, liecause once 
you go into litigation, ex()enditure becomes a matter of no considera- 
tion. It is to prevent litigation that this Bill has Wn introduced, 
and yet the Government Memlier instead of acM'epting it is trying to 
draw a red herring across the path by saying that it does not provide 
for interminable appeals while in the same breath he says that it 
will increase litigation. 1 urn afraid, I cannot understand this 
attitude. 

Babu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
support this Bill and I say that this Bill ought to be welixune even to the 
zaminda-rs. What the zamiridars nowiidays wan! is not lu’quisition 
of properties of which they have bitter experience, but ready money; 
and I think that by this Bill more money will lie coming in to till 
their depleted coffers. Then, Sir, I think that this will ba the thin 
end of the wedge. If this Bill is passed, then the Revenue Rale laiw 
will have to he amended so as to give the zaunmUnx the power to 
deposit money after one month from the date of the sale. That will 
give them enough time. So I submit that even from the |M)iut of 
view of ziunimhirx it would be a web’ome change, and I hope that the 
Raja Bahadur and his party will support it. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, I also sup}>ort 
this Bill. The pi-ovision which is going to he introducc*d by the 
Bill will not only benefit the tenants but also the zamuidnrK. Now- 
adays theie is invariably litigation to set aside yx/tnt sales which 
are ver>' often set aside by the civil courts. In scu'h cases the 
zanundart are saddled with costs of the pntinditrx anrl the purc'hasers. 
Moreover the xamindars have to pay compensation to the pur- 
chasers in the shape of interest on purchase money. Kir, if 
there is a summary procedure, as suggested in the Bill, for setting 
aside the sale, the cost of litigation will l>e avoided and it will give 
relief to the tenants and zamindar$ alike. 

Raja BHURINORA NARAYAN SINHA iahaiiir, af Naabipwf 

Sir, I have already said, the zamind/tn as a class welcome this Bill. 
What I mean to say is that we do not want a piece-meal legislatfoo 
Hite the present one. I have wanted to impreM upon the mover the 
necessity of examining the whole Bill with e view to ffnding out whal 
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further amendm^te thould be made. But 1 am sorry I have failed 
to do so. He is very anxious to see that this Bill be passed without 
looking into the question in the wider sense. This is most regrettable. 
We, zaminda/r», do not want to oppose the Bill, but as there are other 
sections of the Act which require immediate amendment as the Hon’ble 
Member of Revenue Las assured the House that he will bring a fresh 
Bill touching all the aspects of the question, I think I cannot reason- 
ably ask the House to pass the Bill at this stage. I would be guilty if 
I do not appeal to have the Bill deferred for further consideration 
for bringing it in a large form dealing with all measures affecting the 
interest of both zamuidms and patnidars. With these few words I 
beg to oppose the passing of the Bill. 

Tht H(Nl*ble Sir B« B* CHOSE S As I have already said, Government 
is willing to undertake legislation on these lines in order to bring it in 
conformity with the other provisions of the regulation. The whole of 
the regulation requires revision. 

Bftbli KI8H0RI MOHAN OHAUDHURIs That ran be done by 
moving separate amendments. 

TIib Hofl*bl0 Sir Bt B* CHOSE: That would be absolutely 
unsuitable, because if you once pass an Art and go on amending it, it 
will be absolutely useless. In this rase the real point is that this Bill 
would create diffictilties, if adopted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the hon’ble ineinber entitled to speak again P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

The motion that the Bengal Patiii Taluks Regulation (Amendment) 
Bill, as settled in Council, be passed was then put and a division 
was taken with the following result: — 


AYEB. 


All, UsMlvi Hatsaa. 

All, Maalvl tyai Naatliar. 

Baltsli, Maalvl ttiaili Raaim. 

•alisii, Maalvi tjrs< Ma|M. 

■aMrli, Hr. 0. 

lava, Mr. tia r aa ira Kaaiar. 

MhtNiMiart, BalM KIsliarl HsIhmi. 
Q M a aaar l, KInm BaMar Maalvi 
AUatanaaiaa. 

Bl iiaili a n^ Maalvi Narai Ataar. 
Blwwaiiary, Ha|i Mi AlaM. 

M w il iary, Maalvi AMI BMI. 

BMtJI, Maalvi Mar Balaaaa KM. 


Hahiai, Maalvi AMat. 

NaMay, Maalvi lyM 4aialadtfiii. 

Haaaa, Kati laMatfal. 

Hatain, MaM MutAarraf, KM BaMar. 
Katsai, Maalvi AM. 

Kkaa, KM Mrnm Maalvi MaaiM Ail. 
KM, Maalvi Taailta«la. 

KAaa, Hr. Kaoiar RaMaa. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

M aa as M Ma, Ral taM taral QRaaBra. 
Ra Ma a , Maalvi Aiiaav. 

RiMaib Mr. A. P. 
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Mmam, »r* a. r. a amut. 

Hay* itlM AmalyatfMui. 

Ray, RRRv KAatttr Mahaa. 

Ray, RiAii NaAtntfra Harayaa. 

Ray CRiwAkiiry, RaAu tatitli CAaaAra. 
Rant, RaAa Nattai. 

Ray, Rabu Satyaadra Rata. 

Ray oaaadauri, Raba Haai Cbaadra. 


iaadatallab, llaaiti TfiainiinU 
•alaiiRRia, Mr. Kbrnla. 
taaiaR, Maaivi Abiaa. 

•an Rayta, Dr. Maraab ObaaRra. 
•bab, Maalvl Abdal HaaHR. 
•iafb, trijut Taj Rabadar. 
•alaimaa, Maalbi Mabaaiaiai. 


NOES. 


AH, Mr. Altai. 

Rartlay, Mr. C. 

RIandy, Mr. E. N. 

Rattaaday, Mr. 4. M. 

Raral, Rabu Oakui Cband. 

Obaudburi, Kbaa Rabadur Mauivi Habiur 
Rabman. 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

OaiMiintar, MaJar*Oanaral W. V. 

Oat, Rai Rabadur Kamini Kumar. 

Faraqui, tba Han*bla Naarab K. Q. M., Khan 
Rabadur. 

Fawaua, Mr. L R. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4, Campbalt. 

Rangali, Rai Rabadur tutil Kumar. 

Qbaaa, Rai Rabadur iatanka Oamar. 

Rhaaa, tba Han'bla Sir R. R. 

Rbuinavi, tba Han’bla Albadj Sir Abdai* 
karim. 

Oilabriat, Mr. R. N. 

Ouba, Rabu Fralulla Kumar. 

Qumar, Mr. C. W. 

Napkyna, Mr. W. •. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4. 


Kban, Mauivi AmbmuMaman. 

Wa«, Mr. turandra Natb. 

Marr, tba Han’bla Mr. A. 

Millar. Mr. C. C. 

Mittra, Rabu tarat Cbandra. 

MulHak, Mr. Muhunda Rabary. 

Nag, Rabu luk Lai. 

Nag, Ravarand R. A. 

Natimuddin, tba Han’bla Mr. Kbarnja. 
Fbllpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Frantiaa, tba Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 

Rai Mabaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. tbanti tbakbaratwar. 

Ray Obaudburi. Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Mr. tailatwar lingb. 

Ray, Mr. iarat Kumar. 

Ray, tN Han’bla Mr. Rijay Fraaad IlnRb. 
•abana, Rabu iatya Kinkar. 

•arkar, Sir Jadunatb. 

•arkar, Rai gabib Rabat! Maban. 

•an, Rai Aabib Akabay Kumar. 

•inba. Raja Rabadur Rbuyandra NaraygR, 
al Naablyur. 

•umnar, Mr. C. R. 

Wtihinaan. Mr. H. R. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 40, the motion wa« lost. 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was ailjournment for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-15 p.m.] 


ThR Btfigil GrUIr Bill» 1931. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: I beg to move that the Bengal 
Cattle Bill, 1931, l>e referred to a Select Committee eonaiating of— 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 

IndiLstries Department, 

(2) Mr. L. R. Fawcus, 

0) Baja Bkupendra Narayan Sinba Bahadur, of Naahipur, 

(4) Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy, 

<^) Maulyi Abdul Hakim, 

(^) Mauivi Syed Jalaluddin Haabemy. 
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(7) Msulvi Abdus Samad, 

(8) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhurj% 

(.9) Babu 8uk liul Najfj, 

(JO) Mr. Narendra Kumar Baau, 

(7i) Babu Jitendrulal Bannerjee, 

{12) Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, and 
(13) the UKiver, 

with instruotion to submit their report as soon as possible and that tb« 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Mr. President, Sir, tluH Bill wan introdured in the last February 
sessiun of the Council wlien it was decided to circulate it for elicitinjf 
public opinion thereon. Out of the 122 opinions received, 109 were in 
favour of the Bill, 5 offet^ed iu^rgestions only and 8 opposed it. Of the 
4 opinions rereived from Muhammadan assiH iations, 3 were in favour 
of the Bill. Ten out of 11 Muhammadan gentlemen in their capacity 
as chairmen or vii'e-chairiuen of district boards or chairmen of inunici* 
palitiei supported the Bill. This clearly indicated tliat the majority of 
public opinion was overwhelmingly in favour of the Bill. The object of 
the Bill is the maintenance of stuil bulls wliicli are essential for good 
breed of cattle. All of ns, both Hindu.s and Muhammadans, are vitally 
interested in improving the cattle wealth of the province. The 
det<*rioration of cattle in Bengal is atfecting the agriculture of the 
country and is one of tlie serious problems which (onfronted u.s at the 
present moment and required early sidntion. Besides agriculture, tliere 
is another matter uliich is equally important. Modern scientists are of 
opinion that good breed helps t(» iinproNe the <|iiality and (}uantity of 
milk. Milk and milk-products form the only nutritive food of the 
people, hut how many of them can afford to use these costly commo- 
dities? It was, therefore, no wonder that the vitality of the average 
Bengalee should be very low and their death-rate very high, the death- 
rate of women and ('hildren being the highest on record in any country 
in the world. Abundant supply of milk was, therefore, essential for 
our very existence. If wc want to e.\ist as a nation, infant mortality 
must he brought under control and the mothers should have to be saved 
by the supply of nutritious foo<l like milk and milk-products. Mal- 
nutrition is responsihle for the havoc which is being wrought among 
them by tuberculosis and such other deadly diseases. A moment should 
not be lost in the early solution of this great problem ^ problems. 
Government by public opinion is the motto of parliamentary Govern- 
ment. As public opinion is overwhelmingly in favour of the Bill, its 
reference to the Select Committee is desirable, where all objections and 
suggestions will have due consideration. 
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UMlivi ABOUL HAMID SHAH »poke in Bengiili, the English 
traimhltion ot which is as fctUows: — 

President, considering its object and nec‘essiiy, everylmdy 
will have sympathy for Rai Mahastii’s Bill. But I regret to state that 
there is no clear provision in the Bill as to how and from where good 
breeding bulls may be obtained. 

Rai Mahasai has mentioned Brahmiui and Khodai bulls. But he 
has overlookcnl the possibility of any objet'tion l)eiug raised by orthodox 
Hindus and Moslems in allowing bulls dedieate4l for religious purposes 
being usetl for the purpose of giHul breodiug and also in handing them 
over to local authorities for the same purpose. It is also doubtful 
whether really strong and healthy tvpt's of hulls are available among 
the Brahmin i bulls. 

In section 4 of the Bill the punishment for killing Brulmiini or 
Khodai bulls has been proposed to be two years' imprisonment or fine 
of Rs. MK) or both. It appears to he t<»o heavy a punishment for 
killing an ordinary beast, particularly mk li we take into consideration 
the fart that a person may bo compelleil to kill an infnrinte<l animal for 
the purpose of self-defence. 

It has b<‘eu suggested in the Bill that when m infuriated btill caus4»s 
any accideut, and it is reported to tlie hwal suh-inspector of police or a 
higher officer, the latter ma.\ , after visiting the place ol oecurrenca and 
if he is convinced of the truth of the incident, destroy the animal. 

It might 1)0 asked in this connection whether any Hindu officer 
would agree to the killing of a cow, and when a Moslem officer kills it, 
whether orthodox Hindu public would supp«>ri liim. 

Clause 1 of section 5 does uot give the specific inimlxM fd bulls 
necessary in any local area for a spen ific number of cows in the same 
area. Clause 2 has sought to earmark one-fourth of the revenues 
received under the Cattle Trespass Act of 1871 for maintaining the 
breeding hulls. It is likely to be too inadequatt*. T nder theiM’ 
circumstances, I oppose the motion to refer the Bill to the Select 

Committee.” 

in* Namfe K. C. I*. FAROQWI, Klwn •rtniwi 8>r, I 

have every sympathy with any ineBsiire uime.! at the maintenance of a 
aufficient number of atud bnlla for breedinK purpose*. 

The exiatence of the Bralimini and Khodai bulla ia due to the cuatom 
of dedicating bull* on religion* and ceremonial occaaion* by Hindu* a^ 
Moalem* ‘alike with thi* object in view. My friend in bringing forw^ 
♦hi* BUI atUl *hare« the view that Iheae Imll* are efib ient u»elul for 
bnadisg parpuMM. 
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In the first place, Sir, the reaulta of the cattle census show that the 
number of such bulls is so hopelessly small compared with the cows 
they have to serve that they are of little value for breeding purposes. 
Moreover, Sir, it is now universally recognised that in any scheme for 
the improvement of the breed of cattle, a careful selection of stud bulls 
is essentially necessary. The Brahmin i and Khodai bulls have not been 
so selected, and they are practically useless for breeding purposes. 
Doubtless it is a legitimate function of the local bodies to provide for 
veterinary w'ork and for improving the breed of cattle and any provisions 
which will bring home to these bodies their responsibility in the matter 
may be welcomed. But, Sir, I do not see why local bodies which are 
already handicapped by financial stringency and are hardly in a position 
to have further responsibilities thrust on them, should be saddled with 
the cost of maintenance of thest* inefficient and useless bulls. Another 
and a serious objection is that wiiile the Bill aims at the protection of 
these bulls, provision has been made in sub-tdausc 2, clause 4, of the 
Bill, empowering police officers of a certain rank to destroy these bulls 
in certain circumstances. I submit, Sir, that this provision would be 
most repugnant to the feelings of a large section of the population and 
already protests have been received from sonn^ of the bodies consulted 
on this account. Moreover, it is likely to leufl to a serious difficulty in 
practice. A Hindu sub-inspector of police might reasonably object to 
destroy a bull in exercise of the power confoir#^! by this provision, 
while, if a Moslem sub-in spec* tor were to do so, it might lead to a 
serious communal disturbance. In these circumstancc^s, I am afraid 
that the Bill is not only unnecessary but would also prove unworkable, 
and that it contains certain most objectionable features. 1 am afraid 
I do not think that it is possible to improve this Bill by a reference to 
the Select Committee. In support of my statement, I would mention 
that a Bill on identical lines and in identical terms (I might say that 
the present Bill is an exact copy of tlie previous one) was introduced 
by Dr. Moreno and did not prove acceptable to the Council even after 
it had been amended by the Select Committee. In this connection, it 
may be mentioned that practically every one of the members of the 
Select Committee wrote a separate note of dissent. That shows that it 
is practically impossible to improve the Bill to such an extent as it 
might prove acceptable to a considerable section of this House. In 
these oiroumstanoes, I do not think that the time of the House need 
be taken up longer by a further reference of the Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee which would only mean unnet^essaiy waste of public time and 
money. I trust, therefore, that the House will not agree to the motion 
to refer it to a Select Committee and on behalf of Government I oppose 
the motion. 

Or. NAIliiH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I was listening very 
carefully to the Hon’ble Minister with the hope of asoertainiag htm 
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kis clltfocli whether Gkivemnient had any remedy more efficient and more 
effe<Stite than the Bill pn^iosed by my hon'ble friend. But I waa 
disajpl>ointed. He has only trotted out a number of difficulties and 
deficiencies, but such as they are, I do not think they are insurinoimtable. 
Such as they are, I think a discussion in Select Committee will be able 
to find a solution which may be worthy of consideration. The question 
is whether we a(*ccpt the principle that some provision ouffht to he 
made for stud bulls. The Minister says he is in sympathy with every 
proposal which seeks to provide for stud hulls. It is perfectly true 
that the Brahmiui or Khodai bulls are not ideal breeders. But what 
have we got as an alternative? I would be very glad to support the 
Hon’ble Minister if he came forward with a proposal that Government 
bad a scheme for supplying the whole of the province with proper 
breeding hulls. 


Tilt Hon’blt Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: We had 

a scheme. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Yes, (tovernment had a 
scheme worked experimentally in Malda and Nadia, T believe. It baa 
proved a success. Let the llon hle Minister i-niue forward with a 
definite promise that he will exteml that expi'iiment to every ilistrict, 
and I will gladly oppose this Bill. But Government are not going to 
do that; Government are not going to commit itself to any projawal 
whatsoever. AVell, the qm^stion is whether the pr(‘sent Bill does 
provide anything better than nothing. At the present moinout there 
is no provision whatever for improving the breed of cattle. Is this 
Bill likely to provide some remedy, or machinery likely to improve tho 
breed of cattle? I think there is in the Bill material which might, 
after careful consideration, furnish a remedy by which this very 
important problem in Bengal can he solved. As I pointed out to the 
House, the p<‘ople of Bengal spend almut a crore of nipi*cs every year 
in buying cattle from upcountrv merchants who come to meUn. All 
that money can he saved to the people of Bengal if they <‘an breed their 
own cattle. They can do so as has been found by experiment in Malda. 
If Government will go forward to some extent, the position will ho 
somewhat relieved. This Bill furnishes the basis for such discussion, 
and I am sure that the Select Committee after considering all the 
information received, will he able to give the Bill a shape which may 
be expected to be of some use to sol^e this important problem. 

Mr P* N. CUHA: Sir, Dr. Naresh i^Jhandra Sen Gupta thinks that 
the wference of the catUe Bill to a Select Committ4» may do some 
to the eouniry. This is exactly the point on which I difer with 
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l>r. Sen Gupta. Sir, thin Bill i» ahuoat a word for word copy of tke 
Bill ou the subject which Br."^ Moreno introduced in a prerioua term of 
the Legislative Cotmcil and that Bill was referred to a Select Committee 
in which I had the privilege of fitting. We sat for a aumber of days 
and discussed the whole question threadlmre and our differences wm 
so acute that almost each of us appended a note of dissent to the report 
of the Select f’ommittee and ultimately being unable to make any 
head or tail of the measure, the Council had to drop it. The Bill 
introduced by Rai Mahasai might have been worth consideration if he 
had not touched the Khodai and Brahmini bulls. We of the S4eet 
Committee on l)r. Moreno’s Bill thrashed the question of these bulls 
for nearly two weeks and found that any reference to them in a 
legislative measure will place a solid bone of contention between the 
Hindus and Mussalnians for all times to come. Sir, I do not find any 
new reason to get over the difficulties that we were confronted with on 
the previous occasion and I think the present Council will do well to 
imitate its pmlef^eHm^r and drop the Bill altogether. T appeal to the 
mover, Rai Maluisai, not to presN his motion. 


4-15 p.m. 

Mft K. Ct RAY CHAUOHURI: May I fxnnt out to the House, Sir, 
that Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta’s jwint is that something is better than 
nothing!’ But is he aware of the difficultipH prevalent in the district 
boards and the municipalities? I have experience of at least two 
municipalities outside Calcutta and of some district boards. I do not 
see any reason why Rai Mahasai should introduce the question of 
religion into this matter. All that he should luive done is to provide 
facilities for breeding purposes by stud bulls. But instead of that he 
has introduced the question of destruction of bulls, which is repre- 
hensible to all Hindu feeling. On that account, Sir, I think, the Bill 
ought to be thrown out. 


Mr. L. R. FAWCUlJ Dr. Sen Gupta doubted the ability of Govern- 
ment to extend its Nadia and Malda experiments and undertook to vote 
against the Bill if we did so. 

May I claim that he should fulfil his promise, not because Govern- 
ment is extending the scheme, but because the sckeine is extendiag 
itself? We have already the first generation of the progeny of the 
premium bulls in sufficient numbers to ensure that with the co-operation 
of villagers and of local bodies, the scheme is already in a position to 
extend iteelf first to tlie neighlx>aring districts and eventually, we hope, 
throughout Bengal. 
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|ftlf« .MpBIDj^iT: I think much time of the €ouncU wiU be eaved 
if 1 4o not go into the queation of the pei^nnel of the proponed 
con(ui|ittee till the Houae has decided as to the advisability or otherwise 
of referring the Bill to the Select Committee. 

The motion that the Bengal Oat tie Bill, 19*11, he referred to a Select 
Committee was then put and lost. 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amandmant) Bill, 1B31. 

MUNINDRA D^B RAI MAHA8AI: I l>eg to move that Uie 
Calcutta Municipal (Ainendineni) Bill, BKil, he refemnl to a Sele<‘t 
Committee consisting of— 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Tiocal Self-ltovernmeni 
Department ; 

Mr. C. W. Guriier; 

Mr. P. Bauerji ; 

Bahu Jitendralal Hannerjee: 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Buy; 

Haja Bhupendra Narayaii Sinhu Bahndni. of \ashipur; 

Seth Hnnuman Prosad P(»ddai ; 

Balm Jatindra Nath Basil ; 

Mr. B. (\ Chatterjee; 

Mr, Syamaprosad M(H)kerjee; and 
the mover, 


with instruction to submit their report S'^ soon as p()Hsihle and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

Mr. President, Sir, this Bill was intniduced in this Council just 
a year ago and during this periial there has been considerable agitation 
in its favour l>oth in the press and the platform. During the laat 
AuRURt RfRRion of the Omnn'l. the people of KaliKhiit Rent un appeal to 
all the menilKTs <if this Hou»<- settinjr forth their jrrievaiueR and ,1 think 
the memberR had ample opportunity of lieiiiK oiqnainted with the 
feelinK whieh prevaileii in the locality in favour of itn eeparntion 
from Bhowanipore. 1, therefore, do not like to tax the patience of the 
Houie with a lon^ speech. I should like to *uhniit briefly Rome relevant 
pointa which I have been ORked to urge for the eonaideration tif the 
Honee At the outset. I want to make one »hin)r clear over which there 
is some misconception. I do not want either to increase or decrease 
the totarnumber of Ctouncillors, but to retain the .exi*tin« number. I 
propose only a redistribution in the number and area of a gu^icnlar 
vaid. The' position is thie. Ward 22 is a very bijr ward which 

U 
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eontained two important localitiefl — Bhowanipore and Kalighat — ^being 
represented jointly in the Corporation of Calcutta by three Councillors. 
In the Bill, I have proposed to take out Ealighat from ward 22 and create 
for it a separate ward to be numbered as 22A and to allot two Councillors 
for Bhowanipore and one Councillor with separate and exclusive 
responsibility for Ealighat. I have divided it on the basis of area, 
population and taxable capacity. The area of Ealighat is 177 acres 
which is bigger than the area containing each of the wards numbered 10, 
11, 16 and 17. The population would be more than each of the 
wards 12, 16 and 17 and if its floating population be added, the number 
would exceed some of the other wards. The number of voters of 
Ealighat was 1,350 wliich was more than the number of voters in some 
four or five of the existing wards. The taxable capacity would be 
better than each of the wards numbered 18, 24, 28, 30 and 31. Besides, 
Ealighat contributed through its pilgrims an enonuous amount of 
taxes indirectly. These figures, 1 think, are sufficient to establish 
Ealighat’s claim to have a separate ward of its own. 

The area proposed to be included within ward Xo. 22A consists of 
Matizn Ealighat, a separate unit of the 24-rargana8 Oollectorate. In 
area it is about one-third of ward No. 22. 

Ealighat area is almost in its primeval stage as regards civic 
amenities and the splitting up of ward No. 22 would undoubtedly 
facilitate administration. 

The proposed ward No. 22A contains ei^ght undeveloped big hustecs 
and two big areas, tMiudemned by the Corjwration itself as tubercular 
areas. A considerable number of the beggar population are infected 
with leprosy which has spread among some three dozen families in the 
locality. Ealighat being a notable place of Hindu pilgrimage, the 
traffic in the area is as great as in any of the most important parts of 
the city. Yet, since 1889, the year in which this area was added to the 
Calcutta Municipality, the authorities could neither improve its busteof 
and tubercular ureas nor to tackle with the leprosy problem. It could 
not provide it with a suitable road approach to the temple of goddess 
Eali wide enough for such traffic and with foot-paths for the use of 
pedestrians. The pilgrims generally take shelter in the insanitary 
hu 9 Ue$ and whenever there is an influx of pilgrims, epidemic disea.ses 
break out first in these buttees and spread out all over the city. Owing 
to congestion of road, street accidents are not uncommon. 

The Corporation of Calcutta has failed to supply filtered water in 
the area for the last ten years and the water of the two tube-wells 
which they have sunk is not fit for human consumption. 

Since 1889 the representatives in the Calcutta Corporation have all 
along been residents of the area outside the proposed ward No. 22A. It 
is natural that these gentlemen out of local sympathy could not 
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adttinister to the necewities of the proposed ward No. 22A in prefereni'e 
to Ae needs of their own residential quarters and their adjoining 
neighbourhoods; and Kalighat area has been left in the lureh since 
that time. 

Some improvements, which are to be found in the pre<'incts of the 
Kali temple, such as the dharamtalas and charitable dispensar)* etc., 
are due to the liberality of the Goenkas and other philanthropists and 
the Corporation cannot claim any credit for them. 

The two-third majority of Bhowanipore has all along helped the 
return of the three Councilloi-s from that Iwality. They have systemati- 
cally neglected to look after the interest of Kalighat. If the ratepayers 
approached one Councillor for redress of their grievam es, they are asked 
to go to the other two and each one did the same thing and they were 
driven from post to pillar. Theirs had been a cry in the wilderness 
since its incorporation with the Calcutta Cor}>oration since 1889. 

You will, I think, all agree with me when I say that divided 
responsibility is no responsibility. The people of Kalighat are anxious 
to make one Councillor resimnsible for their area and 1 think it to be a 
reasonable demand worth the most careful ronsidcration of this Hmise. 
I should like to submit that ward 22 is a big area and has got to be 
divided sooner or later. Why not do it now Y The |>eople wants it and 
it would undoubtedly be a popular ineasuic and may prov<‘ benefic ial 
to the locality. 

With these obsen^ations I commend m\ molinn for tke referenrc (»f 
the Rill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. P. H. CUHA: Sir, may 1 move an amendment at short notice 
to the effect that the Bill be circulated f..r public opinion, siux ially of 
the Calcutta Corporation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already received a short notice amend- 
ment to that effect. It does not matter who moves it and so you may. 

Mr. P, M. CUHA: I beg to imne that the Rill l»e rc-< jrculttte<l for 
eliciting opinion thereon, especially the considered opinion of the 
Corporation of Calcutta, by the last day of May, 19d2. 

Sir under section 483 </) of the Calcutta Municipal Act. the Corpora- 
tion can, if it so deeires, request the 1jovb\ Government to rearrange 
the boundaries of the wards. The power is there and Rai Mahasai 
can eainly influence the Corporation to exercise that power. Considera- 
tion of ^is matter in the Council would mean undue interference to 
the powers and pnvileges of the only autonomous institution that we 
have yet got in India. Running to the Government over the bead of 
tbe Calcutta Corporation would be a matter of shame. T would» 
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therefore, beg of my friend {tai Makaai|i to ac<;ept my gpd 

await the poblic opipion pad t^e coniildeieil ppiniqn of jthe Calcutta 
Corporation. 


5 p.m. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I find that thin proposal 
embodied in the Bill was placed l>efore the ^Corporation and the 
Corporation referred the matter to -Distri(?t Committee No. IV. The 
District Committee after discunsing the matter almost threadbare in 
consultation adth the departmental officers placed their recommenda- 
tions l>efore the Corporation and the Corporation after considering the 
matter seriously passed a resolution against the proposal of my friend. 
In view of this, I cannot understand what good purpose will be served 
by acx'epting the proposal of Mr. P. N. Guha for re-circulation of the 
Bill knowing full well that the Corporation have already arrived at a 
decision. 1 pcrHonally feel that Bai Malmsai has been very badly 
advised in this matter. Instead of placing tlje imitter before this 
Council, he ought to have made propaganda work, if I may say so, 
among the members of the Cor}>oratioii and tried to convince t)ie 
(k)rporatioii of the justice of having ward No. XXll divided ,into twf» 
parts leaving Kaligliat alone. Instead (»t doing tliis, he has brought 
in this Bill and the mischief has been done, The ('orporution have 
already given their verdict and how cun they now give the good-bye t(» 
their decision and come to another conclusion absolutely opposed to 
their old restihition? 1 believe it is no good having this matter 
re-eircnlated, and the (‘(mncil slnmld reject that. 

In tliis connection, I must point out that Bhowanipore is a place 
whicli has been allotted the laigest number of seats. I remember in 
those days, when we were discussing the (juestion of allotment of seats 
to the different |K)rtions of Calcutta, it was ixdnted out that Bhowani|x»re 
was a developing area and tlmt a large number of influential men had 
gone to live there ami the importance of Bhowanipore was naturally 
greater than other p<u'tions of the city. ^Phat w*as why three seats 
were allotted to Bhowani^mre and Ealighat is a part and parcel of 
Bhowanipore; so I do not find any reason why Ealighat and 
Bhowanipore should be set one against the other and why should there 
be this rivalry l>etween two oontiguous portions. What would be the 
result of my friend’s proposal? He should remember that it will only 
introduce rivalr>' between different members of the same locality and 
the result will be disastrous to the interest of Ealighat. For this and 
various other reasons on which I need not dilate, 1 think that the mover 
of this motion should not press it. In fact, I think he has been very 
ill-advised to bring forward the motion at all. 



NON-OFFICIAL MEM^EES’ BILI^nS. 


2 # 


Mr* J« CAMPBELL FORRESTER 1 1 oppose thi«t Bill; It is quito 
evid^i to any one who has read this Bill that it will create what we in 
England call a pocket borough should it be passed. The reas(ui 
advanced amongst others is that this part of the city is very badly 
neglected. Kalighat^ they say, is in the dirtiest of conditions and is 
verj^ badly n€(glected and they want a Oimncillor specially to look after 
it. This is a very stupid reason which can W reuioveil by taking care 
to see that the elected representatives for this \^urd do their work. 
There is no doubt that there is someth iitg under the surface (»f this 
which has not really been revealed, but the main thing that the 
Corporation have to do is to l<M)k after all ward^ and if the ('ouncilloiw 
w’ho were elected for that purpose cannot l(»ok after thiN ward properly, 
they ought to be dismissed and others elected; the renmdy lies \Vith the 
electors. 

The motion that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Hill, he 
re-circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon, especially the 
considered opinion of the Corporation of C'alcuttii, b\ the last day td 
May, 19d2, was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Hai Mabasai that the Hill be referred 
to a Select Committee, tlierefore, failed. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (AmenBinenl) Bill, 19S1. 


The following motion was called but not moved: — 


MinflNURA DEB RA1 MAHASAI to move (hut the Bengal 

Local SelCGovernment amendment) Hill, 19dl, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(/) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Ltnal Seltdfovernment 
Department, 

(2) Mr. C. W. Ourner, 

(J) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Ilaque, 

(5) Mr. iSurendra Nath I^aw, 

($) Raja Bhupeiidra Narayau Sinha Bahadur, of Nflshipuf, 

(7) Babu Jatindra Nath Husu, 

{$) Maulvi AIkIuI Hakim, 

(9) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

(20) Mr. Syamaprosad Mo«)kerjee, and 
(II) the mover, 

with instniction to submit their rejwrt m soon a« iW)fw»ible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to conetitttte a 
quorum shall be four. 
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Th* Bangal MwitoiiMl (Awwn d nwt) Bill, 1M1. 

The following motion was called but not moved ; — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI to move that the Bengal 
Huniripai (Amendment) Bill, 1931, regarding removal of sex disquali* 
hratjon f)e refened to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(/) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Mr. C. W. Gurner, 

(3) Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

(4) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, 

(3) Mr. S. M. Bose, 

(3) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 

(7) Mr. J. Campbell Forrester, 

(5) Mr. C. G. Cooper, 

(9) Mr. J. N. Gupta, c.r.E., m.b.e., 

(JO) Mr. H. Maiii, and 
(II) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
nunilier of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1931. 

MUNINMA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be referred to a 
Select Committee lujnsisting of — 

(I) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 

Department ; 

Mr. C. W, Gurner; 

(J) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; 

(4) Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee; 

(3) Hr. P. Banerji; 

{^) Bai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das ; 
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Maulvi Abdul Hakim; 

(5) Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhury; 

(9) Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu; 

(10) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta; 

(11) Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy; and 

(12) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as i>oRsi!>le and that the 
number of members whose presence shall W nw'essary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Mr. President, Sir, this Bill was introduced into this Council in 
the last July session when it was decided to cin'ulate it for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. The amendments of seed ions dl and ;i2 have 
been approved by a majority of those to whom the Bill was referred b)r 
opinion. There is diveilgence of opinion with regard to the amendment 
of section 45. I should like to read one or two opinion.s to show the 
divergence. The District Magistrate of Hooghly. Mr. A. S. Larkin, 
is of opinion that amendment proposed in clauses 2 anil 3 may be 
accepted as they will give the union boanis useful discretionary powers. 
As regards clause 4, he writes : “I should like an amendment to the 
effect that the district board should set aside a percentage of its imome 
for aiding union boards or should announce that a certain amount will 
be set aside. This amount should be distributed t<» each union board in 
proportion to the amount levied under section 37 ih). This will enable 
the union boards to know how they stand and will encourage them to 
undertake works of public utility by raising funds under section 37 (h).*' 
The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division approves the amendments 
proposed in clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill, As to clause 4 he writes: “I 
see no objection to clause 4 as it will lie to the advantage of union 
boards, but it will be practically uselejis unless enforced,” As to 
clause 5 of the Bill, there is wide divergema? of opinion. My proposal 
in clause 2 of my Bill is to add a permishive clause to enable the union 
boards to undertake small irrigation projwts. The Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division wants a clear definition of the word "small” and 
suggests addition of the words "not costing more than Rs. 1,000." Home 
of the District Magistrates hare also expressed similar views. Clause 2 
of the Bill is also a permissive clause Ui enable union boards to make 
grants-in-aid to libraries, reading rooms and dispensaries if their funds 
permitted and they felt inclined to do so. Clause 4 wants to make it 
compulsory for district boards to contribute their quota to the union 
boards aild clause 5 wants the approval of the fiocal Government to the 
eutpension of union boards and to the removal of the president. Ai 
the opinions received are divergent, a reference to the Select Oommittee 
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if effential for their proper aifting and careM consideratioii clause by 
clauM. I, therefore, hope my proposal wiH have the approval of the 
House. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: 1 be^ to move that — 

(a) after the name of “Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin HashePiy*^ the 
following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbasar, 

Maharaja Jagudish Nath Ray, of Dinajpur, 

Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, and 
Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy. 

(h) in the last line for the word “four” the word “five” be 
substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you received the written consent of all the 
members whom ycm propose to add to the Select Committee, Mr. Roy*:* 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: I have received the written consent 
only of Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nushipur. The 
question of my consent does not of course arise. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you can move the Raja Bahadur’s and 
your natne only. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in the motion of Munindra l>eb Rai Mahasai after the 
name of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy the following names be 
inserted, namely: Raja Bhnpendrn Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of 
Nashipur and Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy. 

l^hat in the last line for the word ‘four’ the word ‘five’ he 
substituted.” 

Maiifvi NUR RAMMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: 1 beg to move that 
in the motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai after the name of “Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy ” the following names be inserted, namely: — 

lifnulvi Tamfxuddin Khan, 

Mfaulvi ]Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Muassaumu Aii Khan, and 
Hnuhi Syed Majid Bakeh. 
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The motion was put and agreed to. 

motion was called but not moved : — 




MSIlIvi HA8SAN ALI to move that after the name of “Maulvi Syed 
Jalftluddiii Hasbemy” the following’ names be inserfe^d, naibely ; — 

Maulvi Hassan Ali, 

Kazi Emdadul Hoque, and 
Maulvi Abdus Samad. 


The Hoifbto Mr. BfJOY PRAiAD SillfQH ROV; Cbivernment are 
prepared to acoept the referem’e of this Bill to Selei t ronmiittee, hut in 
doing 80, I must make i1 clear that we do not accept some provisiotiH of 
the Bill, especially the one hv which contribution of district Iwiards to 
union lioards is going to he made compul'onr\ . That is a provision to 
which (Government take the strongest exception. 

There is anotlier pmvision, namely, that the power to remove the 
presidents of union boards and suspend union hoards should he with- 
drawn from the rommissihners and should he rc'^erved to tlie l^ocal 
(lovernuient only. We object to thi.s pro\iNion aNo. Subject to these 
objections, (Government agree to refer this Bill to the SeliM’t Ommittee. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I only said the removal should 
require the approval of the Txicnl (G’lHemmeiit. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to ;-- 

“That the Bengttl Village Self-(iovernment (Amendment I Bill. IDdI, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of the l/ocal Self-Government Department. Mr. (\ W. (Gurnerp 
Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Bubu Jitendralal Bunnerjee. Mr. B. Bunerji, 
Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, Hnji Budi 
Ahmed Cliowdburv, Mr. \arendra Kumar Basu. Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin IIa*»hemy, Kuja Bhupendra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Xashipur. Mr. Sarut Kumar Hoy, Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi Nur Kahrimn Khun Kusufji, Khun Sahib 
Maulvi Muazzamun Ali Khan, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh anil Munindra 
Deb Rai Mahasai. with instruction to submit their rejMirt az soon az 
possible and that the number of memberz whose presence shall lie net^a- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall he five.'* 


AdQovtnrtMBBt* 

The Cbuncil #iiz then adjourned till -1 p.ni., on Monday, the Ibtll* 
Febreitty, 18^12, at the Council House, CeK'tttfa. 
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ProoMdifigf of tho Bongil Logitlalivo Couneil m o wh ioii umltr ttM 
provisions of tho Covommont of India Aet 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 15th February, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir Manhatha Nath Bat 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon^ble Ministers and 105 
nominated and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : 

Mr. John Ross. 


Congratulating His Exosllenoy the Covemor on his providential escape. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: May I rise to seek an information? I sent up 
a resolution congratulating His Excellency the Governor on his 
providential escape and condemning the outrage and also requesting 
the authorities to take measures for suppressing the terrorist movement 
and requested your Secretary’ to seek your permission to allow me to 
move. I have not heard anything. 

Mr. PRiilOCNT: I am going to give you such an opportunity 
just now. Gentlemen of the Council, as a Bengali I am naturally 
proud of the Bengali-speaking race. I do believe that it is a fine 
race — perhaps one of the finest in the world. I know that it has given 
to this world some of its greatest men, but I feel very small, a sense 
of humiliation oppresses my soul and my head bangs down in shame 
when I reflect on the dastardly attempt which was made the other day 
on the valuable life of our well-beloved Governor. I refer to the 
inglorious incident which took place at the Senate House a few days 
ago when His Excellency was presiding over the Annual Convocation 
of the Calcutta TTniversity. The dismal truth that such a crime is 
possible in Bengal goes to prove beyond the shadow of doubt the 
dangerous malignity of the virus of man-elaughter for political fnirposes 
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and as Ilia mouthpiece of this Council it is my duty to give expresKion 
to our abhorrence and condemnation of this political hydrophobia, 
although it has affected only a microscopic minority in Bengal. But 
it is essential that god-fearing and really patriotic men and women of 
Bengal should combine to combat and eiadicate this menace to society 
in the best interest of our civilisation and national progress. Gentle- 
men, I think you all know how very popular Sir Stanley Jackson in 
in Bengal. You all know* how our people very sincerely admire him 
for his charming personality and character. You all know how our 
people sincerely appreciate lus solicitude for their welfare. That even 
he could be thought of as a target for the assassin’s hands is really 
alarming, to say the least of it. I am sure healthy public opinion 
will condemn the attack which has caused shame to sit on the fair 
brow of Bengal. Gentlemen, one wonl more and I have done. As 
your spokesman and representative I crave your authority to convey to 
His Excellency the Governor and the Hon’ble Lady Jackson our 
heartfelt and most respectful congratulations on His Kxrellen(‘y’s 
providential escape and I am sure you will like me to couple with oui 
felicitations our prayers for their long life, health, happiness and 
prosperity. (Applause.) 

Th« Hon’ble Mr, A. MARR: On behalf of the Official Group I wish 
to associate ourselves wholeheartedly with what has fallen frrmi the 
Chair. We are profoundly thankful for ITis Excellency’s providential 
escape and we extend our sympathies lH)th to His Excellency and to 
the Hon’bb‘ Lady Jackson for what happened. We slio\ild also like to 
put on record oiii appreciation of the grenit luavcTy and ccdc'rily with 
which the Vic*e-(’hancellor gruppltul with tlic as.Huilanl. 


BabU JATINDRANATH BA8U: Mr. President, Sir. the attempt 
made on the life of His Excellency the Governor of Ifengal to which 
you have referred has filled the country with ainajseinent and horror. 
The spirit of which such acts are manifestations is alien to the c-ulture 
and traditions of our countiy. 

Murders or attempts at murder by assassins have always been 
looked dowrn upon by the people of this count ry as dt*serving of the 
severest condemnation. Such acts become all the more reprehensible 
when done or directed against persons who are trustfully engaged in 
the performance of tbeir duties. 

It is a matter of deep anxiety that terrorism now finds its recruits 
not from habitually criminal classes, but from amongst young men and 
women^ who lay claim to modem education and culture. 

That the mind of the youth of this country should be filled with 
patriotic ardour is natural. Bui it is regrettable that young men and 



2itf C0N(5HtATTJLATI0N TO filS [16 th Fra., 

women should be led to adopt method's which are the negation of those 
ideals, which are lodked up tb by rilatikind ih gcmerM ^ requisite for 
the holding tOgethei^ of humkh society and for the organization of 
endeavours for Human progress. 

The methods to which I have referred are abhorreot to Indians for 
many reasons, T*hey tend to destroy the distinctive culture which our 
countrymen, Hindus, Muhammadans and others, have developed 
through centuries of suffering and self-restraint. Those centuries of 
suffering were gone through so that a brighter, happier and more human 
world may be heralded in. But the methoils which has been adopted 
by some of the youth of this country is an attempt to ignore our life, 
present and past, and to push us back into barbarism. 

The circumstance that the motives behind such critilinal acts are 
political, or in so-callwl furtherance of national aspirations, is no 
extenuation of the heinousness and mischief of those acts. It is u 
matter of deep regn»t that there are some, who do not take their 
inspiration from what is best and noblest in human histoiy, but fiorn 
the brutal and ret regressive elements in it. 

The participation of women and girls in such criminal endeavours 
has caused widespread pain and amazement in this (ountiy in which 
in the past all that is best and noblest in the life of the people havS 
to a great extent been kept iilive and encouraged by the supreme 
kindliness and generosity of nature of our \i’omankind. 

Otir women of all classes and creeds have thraughout our chequered 
histor\* been remarkable for all that they have done for the relief of 
human suffering and misery. If you pass through our numeious 
villages, you will find trees with thick foliage which give shade and 
comfort to our agricultural workers and wayfarers. You will also find 
a large number of tanka supplying much neede<l water to the people 
of the interior. A great many of those trees Were planted and most 
of those tanks were excavated by the women of this country with a 
view to gi'^ much nemletl rtdief to the people. We live in a province 
where <*holertt, small-pox, and other scourges rage. The facilities for 
medical relief and nursing are unfortunately meagre. Every day we 
notice our women fearlessly and patiently nursing patients suffering 
from those fell infectiims diseases and trying to bring comfort and 
relief. To tear up those ideals and to substitute in their place attempts 
at murdering confiding people is conduct which cannot but fill us 
with horror and amazement. 

I trust that in the best interests of our country and of general 
progress to which India has to make her distinctive contribution, the 
>^ih of the countiy* wiH see in a true light the acts to which I have 
referred and resolutely set their face against them so that the spirit of 
stiecIghtforWatdness and humanity which is essential for making ouir 
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culUi^ idedis , effective m^y grow £rom more to more spmding truit- 
ftt^ie^^nd goodwill not only in our own land but aU over world. 

3-15 p.m. 

KUPliMt ,aA8U on ^in aide of f-he 

Houae ^saooi^ta Quraelves wholeheartedly with the remarks that have 
fallen frqm }'qu a^fl Leader of the Houee in (Mmdeuining the 
attempt jiiade (On the life of IJis L;n*eUency the Governor and in 
congratulating him on his uurat'ulous es<*ape. We al»o asepciate 
ourselyes wholeheartedly with the remarks made by the launder of the 
House regqrdii^ the oqurageous conduct of the VicivChanrellor. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Sir. speaking for the memlMTs (»f t!ie 
British Group in this M<»use I eutii*ely associate myself with every 
word that fqll from your lips. His Lxcellsmy Sir Stanley Jarkwm 
has our admiration for his courage and coolness and he and the Hon’hle 
Tiady Jackson have oqr sympathy for the ^MMunvnce. We would nlsi» 
wish to associate ourselves wholeheartedly with what has been «aid b\ 
the Hoirble Mr. Marr in regard to the womleiful courage displayed 
by the Vice-Chaniellor. 

Mr. B« C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, I associate myself wholeheartedly 
with all that you and the previous speakers have said. 

Khan Ealiadur MUHAMMAD AMUL MOMIN: Sir. on Whalf of 
the members of my community in this House I *l)eg to associate 
ourselves with the remarks that have fallen from you and join very 
strongly in condemning the dastardly attempt on the life of His 
Excellency the Governor. This act, Sir, is the climax of similar acts 
which have been going on f(»r some time past in Bengal. WV have 
before in this House and outside condemned very strongly similar 
dastardly attempts on the part of uHsassins on the lives <»f Kuropenns. 
As I submitted just now this act in its eD(»riiiity was the climax, as it 
was directed against \His Kxcellency than w’hom perhaps there is no 
other more popular personage at present in this province, specially 
amongst the students and young men, and it is particularly enormous 
in its dastardliness lx‘cause it was committed by one of the gentler 
sex. Sir, this canker of terrorism is eating into the vitals of our 
political and soidal life, and it i« not deiirable to use qnaltfted iwmarkH 
of any sort to condemn in the strongest poMiUe terms such acts. When 
we deprecate and condemn such acts, we should do so without 
qualim^ation as to the motive or as t<i the intention. Acts like these 
shonld be cqqdemne^l outright and without any qualification. With 
these .words we as8pei|i|e ourselves with the remarks that *have fatltn 
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from you and I am also desired to associate ourselves with the remarks 
of the Ijeader of the House as retards the courage of the Vice- 
Chancellor. 

Mr. D. i. COHEN: Sir, I associate myself wholeheartedly with 
the remarks that fell from you in congratulating His Excellency on 
his providential est^ape. I take the opportunity of earnestly appealing 
to the leaders of the Hindu community not to restrict themselves as 
hitherto merely to speeches in this Chamber in combating this very 
great evil but to bestir themselves and aealously exert their personal 
influences outside in bringing home to these misguided educated young 
men and women the utter futility of these acts of violence which 
merely besmirch the fair name of Bengal. 

Babu KliHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I associate myself 
with the remarks that have fallen from you and other speakers. Sir, 
we are extremely sorry that such acts of terrorism should take place, 
and it is high time that we should all combine to devise some means 
to prevent such acts of violence. We abhor strongly such an act of 
dastardly outrage done on the life of His Excellency the Governor. 
With these words I associate myself wholeheartedly with the expres- 
sions of abhorrence and sympathy and congratulation for His 
Excellency’s providential escape. 

Mr# P. N. GUHA. Sir, when I drew up the resolution to which 1 
have just now drawn your attention, I did so with a sense of horror. 
I am a person who is nearing the end of his life. I am controlling 
a house consisting of several boys and girls and some of ray grand- 
children are students of the Diocesan College. The feeling of horror 
regarding the future of these young people was so great that it made 
me miserable and I could not get rid of the shock that night. I do 
not want to suggest any measures by which this evil can be coped 
with but I tkink the time is ripe when every one of us must lend as 
much help and assistance as is possible to the people who are engaged 
in suppressing the terrorist movement. I wholeheartedly congratulate 
His Excellency and the Hon’ble liady Jackson and I also admire the 
courage shown by the Vice-Chancellor and endorse every word that 
has fallen from tbe Leader of the House. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, as the member 
representing Calcutta University, I think it my special duty to 
associate myself wholeheartedly with what has fallen from you and 
the other members who have preceded roe. I was an eye-witness to 
the attempt made on His Excellency’s life and I entirely agree with 
the Hon hie Mr. Marr that His Excellency's escape was providenrial. 
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That ittch an occurrence should have taken place within the precincts 
of the University and an attempt made on the life of one whose 
anxiety for the welfare of the University and its aspirationaf is so deep 
and genuine and whose interest in the welfare of the present geneia* 
tion of students so deep — I am saying this from personal knowledge — 
adds to our sense of sorrow and humiliation. Once again, Sir, I 
desire to associate myself with what has fallen from the pievious 
speakers. 


Stirred QueetkHis 

(to which oral tnswert were given). 

Assessment of cess in Chittagong. 

•26. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the IJon hie 
Member in charge of the Kevemie Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that ( ess is being asses.sed now in ChittagemgJ^ 

(h) What is the annual asset fixed on average for laud per acre in 
the matter of assessment of cess*' 

ic) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that the pri( c »»t paddy has fallen 
much more now’ than what it was before at the time of the original 
assessment? 

(d) Are the Goveriimeut considering the desirability of assessing 
cesses on the annual assets in j)r<>portion to the reduced price of paddy 
now? 

(c) Has not the Secretary to the Chittagong Zamindars' AnwHuatioii 
sent to the Government resolutions unanimously passed in a meeting 
of the said Associatit/u for proper redress of the grievances in tho 
matter of cess assessment? 

if) What are the conclusions arrived at by the Government on the 
prayers contained in the said resolutions? 

MEMBER in ohargo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (UlO Hon*lii# 
Sir B. B. ChOM): (a) Yes. 

(b) It is reported that khns i ultivated lands of proprietors and 
tenure-holders have been valued at Ils. 10 iier acre and that other 
classes of khns land have lieen valued at full or half average mauzatcar 
rates fixed by jamalHindi officers in resettlement proceedings. These 
rates are, except in a few cases, less than lU. 10 per acre. 

(e) Yes" 

(d) No. 

{€) Yes. 
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(/) r^^qj^tiottg piU ^ m trfic#ip4 ft jvposi irom 

t^l \0 Co^ector wjiich h^ been cftljed for. 

.PaiilfCj SYEP 9Nf9Vi Will the Son’Ue Mamher be 

j)lea8e<l tg sUte whether the aBeea^ent is on the annual yalua- 
tion of the land? 

The Hon*bl6 Sir B. B. CHOSE: I ask for notice. 


Forest tax on Muli bamboos in phittagong. 

*27. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in (;har^ of the Revenue (Forest) Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the forest tax for Muli bamboos is annas 
ei^ht per hundred in Chittaironji^? 

(/j) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Meuil)er 
be pleased to state whether the Government are ronsiderinfr the desira- 
bility of reducing the said tax in view of the fall in the price of 
bamboos ? 

MEMBER in ohargs of REVENUE (FOREST) DEPARTMENT 
(ths Hon’ble Athadj Sir Abdelkorim Chuznavi): (n) Yes. 

(b) No reduction in the rate is at present under contemplation. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN; Does not the 
Hou’ble Member (consider that in view of the fact that the price of Muli 
banil)008 has gone down from Rs. d per hundred to Re. 1 « 8 , it is fair 
that the tax should be decreased to annas four per hundred? 

Tht Hpn’blo Alhadi Sir ABPELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The price 
has gone up again. 


Priaonara in Chittagong 

*2S. HaJi BADI AHM^D PHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
what is the number of the prisonei's in the Chittagong Jail at present? 
(h) In what different classes have they been respectively placed? 

(c) To which community does each of the priitoners belong? 

(d) What is the nature of the offences committed by them? 
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(tiM Mon’bit iir 0« 0. QhOM): (a), (6) and (r) Them were 27U 

prisoners on the 16th January, 19^12, of whom 28 undertrials were in 
Division I, 104 undertrials in Division II, and 138 connct* in Division 
in, and 81 were Hindus, 169 Muhammadans, and 20 Buddhists. 

(d) The info^rniation is given in the statement below. 


Statement referred to in the onrtrrr to douse (tt) of stoitred 
quesium A’o. US. 



Piece-work system of the Lino-operators of the Bengal Government 

Press. 

*29. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURIS (a) Is the llon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department aware — 

(i) that the (iovernment of India l*ress, Calcutta, get the same 
advantages in respe< t of salary and leave as the employees of 
the Bengal (iovernment Press; 

(it) that the liimi-oj^erators of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, draw monthly salary; and 
(til) that the Lino-o|)erators of the Bengal Government Press are 
paid on the piece-work system? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for not 
abolishing the piece-work system of the Lino-operators of the Bengal 
Government Press as recommended by a resolution passed by ibis 
Ckmncil on the 10th February, 1928? 
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MEMtEII in tliMii tf FINANCE OEPARTilENT (Ihi Ii6ii*l»ln 
Mr. A* Man^S (a} (i) The advantageH are not the same in all easee. 

(it) Yes. 

(tit) Yes. 

(b) The piece-system jUrwlnces a better standard of work. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Honble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is cjontemplatefl by Government 
to intnxluce the piece-system all over? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. MARR: No, that is not possible. 

Paowiiary Juriaiiialiafi of Copnigani muiiain. 

*30. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (n) Will the lion ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial l)e|x»rtment Iw* plisised to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the years 1926 to 19dl~- 

(i) the number of criginal civil suits ulM)ve one thousand rupees 
instituted in the district civil courts of Faridpur by the 
litigant public of the Gopulganj sub<livision ; and 

(it) the total numlH^r of civil suits institute<l in the civil courts 
of Gofsilganj, which were \u>\ maintainable for want of 
jiecuniary jurisdiction? 

(h) Are the Government aware - 

(t) that the route t<. Faridpur from Goixilganj is a very tedious 

one; 

(u) that there will Ix' an increase of civil suits if the jx^cuniaiy 

jurisdi('tion of Gojxdganj Munsif’s courts is niised from 
one thousand ni[)ees to two thousand iu|x*esP 

(c) Will tlu» Hou’ble .Memix'i lx* pleastxl to state the names of 
aubdivisions where the Munsifs arc em|M>\ver(Ml to try civil suits valued 
over one thousand rujx'OsS? 

MEMBER in ohirga of tlUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hofi’Mo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontiot): (a) (0 A statement is laid on the table. 

(tt) The information asked for is not available and could not be 
obtained without a laborious inquiry which the Government regret 
they are not pr<^pnre<l to undertake. 

(6) (#) Not now. 

(u> No. 

(c) A ttatement is laid on the taUe. 
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StaiHMHt referred to in the answer to clause (a) (i) of starred question 

No, 30 showing the number 

of suits instituted in the civil courts 

at sadar from the Gopalganj subdivision. 

Year. 

Those over lie. 1,000. 

19‘2(; 

ai 

1927 

20 

1928 

29 

1929 

21 

19;i(» 

JiO 

19:n 

21 


il 

Stateiiient referred to in the <in,nirer to elange (r) of gturred queitiofi 
yo. •jft ghotnntf the name» of guhdteigwng where .Vii n#t/i 
etupoirered to try onyinol i-intg over one thougand rupeeg nr§ 
posted . 

Namen of (iistricta. NumcH of Nubilivisionfl. 


Hakiirganj 

Barisal. Patuakhuli and Piroj|nir. 

Bank uni 

Sadar, 

Birbbuni 

... Ditto. 

Burdwaii 

... Ditto. 

C’liittajfonjr 

... Ditto. 

Dacai 

... Sadar, Narayangunj and Munghiganj. 

I)inaj[yur 

Sadar and JnlfNiiguri. 

Faridpur 

... Sadar and MoilariiEnir. 

UiKiffhly 

... Howrah. 

Khulna 

... Sadar and Hagerhat. 

Midnu{>ore , 

... Contai and Tainluk. 

Murshidabud 

Sadar. 

Mymenstnfrh 

... Sadar, Kishoreganj. Tangail, Neirttkontt 
and Jamalpur. 

Nadia 

. . . Sadar. 

Noakhali 

... Ditto. 

Pabna and Bogra 

... Bogra. 

Tippera 

... Sadar, Brahmanbaria and Ckandpur. 

24-Porgana8 

... Sadar, Diamond Harbour and Basirhai. 


N.B*— 'As Sealdah ig not a gubdiviaimt, it in omitted from the fltate* 
ment. At present there ig also a Munsif at Bhola who Ig similarly 
empowered. 
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Bengal Emargenoy Ponfers Ordiitaim. 

Mr. S. M. B08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police DepiiHinent be plenwed to state — 

(/) how many jwjisons have been arrester! up to date under the 
Bengal Emergency Powers Ordinance, 1931, and how many 
released or convicted after arrest; 

(ii) whether any of the absconders said to be implicated in the 
Chittagong Arnumry raid have l)een arrested after the 
Ordinance, and if so, how many; and 

(Hi) whether any complaints have l>een received alwut the actual 
working of Uio above Ordinance, and if so, the nature of 
such complaints and the steps taken about them? 


(h) What sto[)s, if any. ari* being taken b> (Government to ensure 
that the provisions of the said Ordinance are not abused, or applied 
to hami)er (lie nonnal activities of |M*rsons unconiUM-ted with the terror- 
ist movement? 


MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlie Hon’bit 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo): (a) (i) Arrested 53 ; released 28 ; convicted 23. 

(ii) One absconder has l>een arrested since tho promulgation of the 
Ordinance. 

(iii) No. 

(/;) Instnictions on these jHiints have In^en issued to the Oommis- 
sioner, Chittagong Division, who is in general control of the operations. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Honhle Member 
prepared to give any information regarding the prisoners who are 
reported to have escaped from the Midnapore and Ifijli jails? 


Tht Hon'bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES It does not arise out of 
the question which relates to the Bengal Emergency Powers Ordinance. 


Or. NAREBH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Does the Hon ble Member 

agree that the primary object of the Ordinance has failed? 
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Pmiitivt poliot tax in Gliitlafpfig. 

^12. Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAB: ia) h the Hon^ble 

Member in rharjre of the Police Department aware that the tax for 
additional police force is beinp realised fn>m the Hindu inhabitanta 
of the 52 villages of the Patiya and (»tlier police-stations in the district 
of Chittajfoiif; without proj)ei in(|iiirv as to the resiH'ctive means of 
the inhabitants within the area? 

(6) Is the Hon 'hie Member aware that objections from the villagert 
were invited? 

(c) Is it a fact that the obje< tions weie consideied without (giving 
the villagers proper op p<>rt unity to be heard in support of their 
objections? 

(J) Will the Jlon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

{{) the nunil»er of objections filed, and 
(it) the number of them alhnved? 

(cl Will tin* ll(»n’l)le Membci be pleased to state w’hether all the 
Government servants, (iovernmenl title-holders and Government 
pensioners of these villages have heeii exetii|>te<l from the payment of 
this tux? 

(/) If the answer t(* (< » is in the utHruiutive, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to slate why these persons have been exempted? 

The HoiPMe Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. 

(5) Yes, 

(r) No. 

(d) (i) 2,450. 

(u) 859. 

(e) Government servants and (tovernrnent pensioners have been 
exempted. But Government title-holders have not been exempted 
as a rule unless they come under any of the classes or sections of 
persons specifically eieraptfwl by Government. 

(/) Because Goveniinent presume that these persons have not con- 
tributed to the dangerous and disturbed state in the locality for which 
quartering of police has been necessary. 


Mr. 8HANTI BHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state if ever in Bengal su€‘h a tax has been realised from 
the Hindu inhabitants only? 
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TIm Hon’Ue Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has the Hon’ble Member 
any doubt tliut no hucIi tax bus ))een iinposod upon any Muhammadan 
in Chittairon^rF 


The Hwi'Ma Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 niuHt a»k for notice. 


Babu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be ploa.sed to Mtate, if the inhabitants were eolleetively respon* 
Bible, how is it that (ioveriiineiit servants and pensioners have been 
exemptiul ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Tin Art i^ives specific 

power to (loviM'Timent to exempt particular individuals. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the llon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the state of the locality was one of the things into 
which the Nelson Committee in(|uired.^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. that was not the 

subject of the in(]uiry. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Meinl>er be pleased to state whether (lovernment has issued any order 
to the efftM l that the tax is to be realised from particular persons? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: H overnment issued certain 
orders with regard to exemptions only. 


Movomoiit to ditiiuMle ptople from poying their duet. 


«SS. Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that for some 
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time m certaiu parts of Bengal there has been a movement on foot to 
dissuade people from making payment to the land-owners and money- 
lenders in respect of their due rents and monies F 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the samtmUtn, 
and mahajans are unable to realise their dues and have been put to 
great difficulties as a result of the said movement? 

(c) Is the Hon’l)le Memlver aware (hat (hey can neither pay 
revenues or taxes nor ran (hey institute suits to realise their dues for 
want of funds? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member l>e pleased to state what steps, if any, the Oovernment have 
taken to prevent the said penurious movement? 

(c) Are the (lovernment (onsidering the desirability of protecting 
the interests of (he zawindarM^ tolukdars and mahajam hy extending 
the period of limitation for instituting suits or hy any other means aa 
may be found ueres.sary? 


The Hofi’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) In some areas, mostly 

in Kasterii Bengal, there has l>een such a movement hut it is not 
widespread. 

(h) No, not as the result of the said movement. Like every one 
else, they are feeling the effects of the general jioliliriil, economic, and 
financial stress. 

(r) No, 

(d) The local officers are using their powers under the law and the 
Ordinances whenever the situation re(juire8 it. 

(e) No. 


Mtuivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUPJI: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aw'are that owing to the general depression and failure of crops in 
Bengal, agriculturists are not in a iKisitioii to make payments either to 
landlords or mafiajamf 


Tim HofPM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not concerned with 
that question; I think it ought to bt* referred to the Revenue 
Department. 
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Report on tho Chittagong oocurraneo. 

«34. Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the 
Hon’ble Member in eharge of the I’olitical Department be pleased to 
slate whether the report of the Chittagong Enquiry Committee will 
be published? If so, when? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentioe): The member is referred to the reply given 
to starred question No. asked by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu on the 
1st February, 1932. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’hle Member aware 
that during the diHcu.sHion of I he adjournment motion last w eek, he 
gave an asHunince that tlovernment will puhli‘<h a resolution embodying 
the action taken by (iovernment oi» the Chillugong Committee report? 
WIk'Ii does (l(»veriiment expect to publish lhat report? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 did not say that I would 
publish a resolution; I said that I would make a statement, and that 
will be done, 1 hope, before the end of tlu' session. 


Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the ( iovernment publish 
Bn,\ residution? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 am not the Government; 
I cannot say what action (iovernment will take. 


Conducting a euit againet an excise-vendor of Dinajpur at the 
expense of Government. 

*38. Matfivi HA88AN ALI: Will the Hou’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(fi) whether it is a fact that one Ilironmoyee Devi, wife of Babu 
Nuliui Knnta Adhikary, pleader of Balurghat in the dis- 
trict of Dinajpur, instituted a damage suit for defamation 
against the local excise-vendor Babu Sasi Ranjan Das Gupta 
claiming Rs. 1,0(X) as damages in the Court of the 1st 
Munsif of the said subdivision; 



QUESTIONS. 


1032^1 


ns 


(^) is it a fact that a local pleader Babu Derendra Nath Chakra- 
varty has been appointed by Government at the expense of 
the Government to defend the suit; and 

(c) if 80 , under what rule has an excise- vendor been re^j^arded as 
a Government official P 


The Hofi’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The statement of fact on which this (juestion is bused is not 
correct. 


Hijii inoidaiita. 

*36. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (n) Will the 
Hon’blc ^Member in ( harpc of tlic> Police Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statenient sliowin^ — 

(i) the names of the (iovernmenl servants on duty at thf‘ llijli 

Detention f’aiiip on the Itith September. Ift'D ; and 

(ii) the names of Government servants who look part in the 

occurrence at the Camp when, according to Government of 
Henpil llesolution No. 20834P.. there was unjustifiahle 
firinfcP 


(h) Will the Ilon’hle Member be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment disowns any responsibility for the condition of things pievalent 
at the llijli Detention (>amp before the occurrence? 


Tlia HofYllla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government are not 
prepared to publish the names of the officers and men concerned. 

(b) The member is referred to the Government Resolution on (he 
report of the Hijii Enquiry Committee. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon hie Member 
be pleased to state whether a member of the l^e^islative Council can 
get the information w*ith a view to prosecute the offi(*ers concerned? 

Tilt HtR’INtMr. W. 0. R. PRENTIOi: (Inaudible in the Ueporiers* 
gallery.) 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR RASU: Will the Ho&’ble Mraiber be 
pleaited to *tate whether QoTeniiuent thinks that the publication of the 
names of the officers and men concerned would not be in the public 
interest? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The publication of the 
nuiiJCH in the prcHcnt situation would be dangerous. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Will the HonMde Member be pleased to 
'Consider the (luestion of publishing? the evidence p'iven before the 
commit te<* in this case? 


The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think if there was any 
real demand for that, the mutter would be considerefl, but 1 thought 
that this matbT was dead and buried. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Will the ilon'ble Member be pleased to 
state if the report of the in(|uiry committee would be available to the 
public y 


The Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not prepared to make 
jiny promise at present. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the lloiride Member 
be pleased to state whether tliere is any reiereuce in the Government 
resolution on the report of the imjuiry committee, about the complicity 
of the local Government in this connection? 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: i think the members of 
the Council were given a copy of the resolution. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HiKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there is any reference in the resolution to 
the responsibility of the local Government in this connection? 


Tht Hofl’hl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would ask the member 
to read the resolution. 
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Mil tHANTI iHEKHARiiWAII RAY: WiU the Hon’hle Member 
be pleiied to state whether he i» prepared to contradict me when I any 
that there is no such reference? 


The Non’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (Inaudible in the Reporters’ 
jfsllery.) 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE. Is (he Ilon'hle Mrtnher aware that a 
man named Anil Sen who had three wounds on liis hand eume and 
showed them to tlie committee, and he >uis disMieved ? 


The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, I um not aware of it. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the lion’hle Memher 
be pleased to state whether any action has been taken affuinst the 
officers on w'hose informuti(»n the first comiiuitiique was published by 
Government on the Hijli incitleiit ? 


Tha Hoil’bis Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 think there is a specific 
(]uestiun about it wliich 1 will answer later. If tlie hon’hle memher 
will refer to the communicjue ho will see (hat the preamble specifically 
states that on thr tnforuuition no far avtttlahle, the faetn appear to he 
»urh . 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hoi^hle Member he 
pleased to state what action has Iw'en taken by Government against 
those officers w ho supplie<l false inforiiiati<in to (iovernment ? 


Tht Hcm’bls Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: They did not supply any 
false information. The communi<|ue states *‘on the information so far 
available to Government.” 


HlJli ifieiilims. 

*17. Mr, R. MAITII (a) Will tha Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Political Department be pleased to state whether any action hat 
been taken for punishing those w'ho were held by the coromittea 
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apitoiated to inquire into the incident responsible for the unjustifiable 
shooting at the Hijli Detention Camp on the 16th September Iasi 
resulting in the death of two detenus and injuries to several others? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to state the nature of punishment awarded to each 
individual person concerned? 

(c) If no such action has been taken, what are the reasons for the 
^ame ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) Yes. 

(/j) One man has been dismissed, two have been reduced to the 
ranks, and some others have been punished by reduction of pay. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Docs the Hoirble Member think 
the dismissal of one man and reduction of two otlu'ih to the ranks 
sufficient for the injury they have caused? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: Is the lloirble Member sure that if tho 
two men killed at Ifijli hud been Knglishinen, he would not have taken 
more drastic action? 


Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not allow that question. 


Mr. SHANTl SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether action will he taken under section 124 of 
the Government of India Act against those officers for oppressing 
British subjects? 


Tilt HOfl’bIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (Inaudible in tbe Reporters’ 
gallery.) 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
prepared to assure this House that action has been taken against all 
officers who have been found guilty in connection with this incident? 
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Tlli Mr. W. D. II. PRENTIGC: Action haM been taken. 


Mr. S. C. CHATTER4EE: Is tlie Hon ble Member aware of the 
evidence given by one of the sepoys that he wnsidered the lives of the 
Babus of far less importance than anyone else. 


Th# Hoil’llla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 do nut rememWr that. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon'hle Member aware 
that there is considerable dissatisfaction in Bengal over th© action 
taken by Government in connection with the llijli Detention CampP 


Tht Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are a eertuin numlmr 
of people who are dissatisfied. 


Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Member he pleased to state the position of the man who was dismissed P 


Tha HOfl’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 have not got the details 

w'ith me. 


3-45 p.m. 

HiJM iiiciftofili. 

•88. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Political Department Ik* pleased to state 
what action has been taken by (lovernment on the report of the Hijii 
Enquiry Committee? 

(h) Will the Hon^hle Memlier l»e pleased to lay on th© table a state- 
ment showing— 

(i) the names of the public servants against whom action might 
have been taken ; and 

(n) the nature of the action, if any, taken against each? 

Tht HPfi'bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Proceedings were 
drawn up against two bead constables end eight constables. 
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(6) (i) and (ft) The member is referred to the aatwets to the 
starred questions on this subject put by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar 
Ray and Mr. R. Maiti at this meeting. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon*ble Member 
bp pleased to state whether, upon the findings of the Inquiry Com> 
inittee, the persons who supplied infonnation upon which the first 
(communique was issued, were the persons against whom action ought 
to have been taken? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that question has already been dealt 
with. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Rou ble Member 

be pleased to state whether (Government are aware that some people 
being dissatisfied with the action taken by (tovernment, were provoked 
to take the law into their own hands? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not alhm that (luestion. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERdEE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
men who were killed had been ailing for a long time and could not 
move about freely? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. as far as I can 

remember. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: The llon’ble Membt^r has said 
that one man has been dismissed and others have been removed and 
some others have been punished w'ith reduction of pay — will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the l\ditical l)ei>artment be pleased to state 
whether these men 

Tht Hon'Mt Mr. A. MARR: On a point of order, Sir. The member 
is referring to a tiuestion whicdi has already been disposed of. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou (‘uniiot put that tpiestion at this stage. 


HiJIi inoidMitt. 

«SS. Mnilvi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the 
Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state what action, if any, has been taken against the officer and 
constables who were responsible for shooting the ddienue at Hijli? 
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Tit HwUNt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE t The member is referred 

to tlio roplieA to the starred question on this subject put by Mr, R. Haiti 
at this meeting. 

SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdECa Will the llon’ble Meml>er in 
charge of the Political Department us.siire the House that no offic'er or 
constable has been promoted for w hat he did during the Hijli inc^ideiitl* 


Tbo Hon’bti Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Certainly. 


Nalitahar MunieifMlIty. 

*40. MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Irocnl Self-Uovernment 
Department been drawn to certain irregular actions of the Executives 
of the Hulirtahar Municipality J' 

{h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that tlie general elect ions were held in October, 1930; and 

(n) the nominations were gazettcnl in June, 193J? 

(r) If the answer to (h\ i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster be pleased to .state the reasons %vhy no new Board has been 
formed during tlic* last Hi months P 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the HoiVble Mr. BiJoy Prated Singh Roy): ifi) The refc»rence 
appears to be to objections to the proc’edure adopted at the election for 
the Chairmanship in July last. 

\h) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(c) The new Board has been formed hut has not yet elected a 
Chairman in proper form as the objections referred to in the reply to 
(a) were partly upheld by Government and a new election ordered in 
Januar 3 \ This it is hoped will now soon be held. 

* MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Will thc^ Hon 'hie Minister be 
pleased to state* whether he is aware of other irregularities of tha 
Exeeutives cif the Halisahar Municipality 


Mr* PRESIDENT. That question dcM*s not ariae. 
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Namatudras in the Rang# Raserve Armail Poiiae. 

Ml. Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of <he Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Range Reserve Armed Police; and 

(ii) the number of them that belongs to the Namasudra and other 

backward classes? 

{h) Are the Government aware that hundreds of loyal young men 
belonging to the Namasudra and other l>ackward classes are willing to 
serve in this Department? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of encouraging 
the loyal young men of the Namasudra and other backward classes by 
recruiting them in large numWs in this force? 


ThB Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) 945. 

(ii) no. 

(h) and (c) An experiment in this direction lias already been made, 
the resulis of which are not very encouraging, but it is l)eing continued. 


Advisory Committoes of Stoamer Companios. 


M2. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) W ith reference to stan*ed questions 3 
and G answ^ereil on the 2tHh July, 1931, will the Hon’ble Meinl)er in 
charge of the Murine Department lie pleaseil to state — 

(t) whether under section 5411 of the Inland Steam-Vessels Act, 
1917, as amended in 1930, the I/iial Government has made 
any rules regarding the appointment and constitution of 
committees to lulvise the owners, agents and charterers of 
Inland steam-vessels on questions affecting the interests of 
passengers and shippers of gt>ods; and 

(n) whether any such advisory committees have been formed and, 
if so, for what areas, and the names of tbe members thereof? 

(6) If ihe answer to (o) (if) is in the negative, when are iuclt 
advisory committees likely to be constituted? 

MEMBER in Mnirgt af MARINE DEPARTMENT (Nit HanlMt 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) (i) No. 



ua2.|s QUESTfoim. m 

{*0 The Joint . Stenmer Compuiiee have formed adrieory com* 
mitteea at Oanhaii, Narayanganj and Barisal. A Btatement showing 
the coiiq[K>siti(m of the committees ia laid on the table. 

(b) (Government do not propose to constitute any advisory oom* 
mittees under the Act until they have had some experience of the 
working of the above three committees. 


Statemefit referred to in the anittrer to rlnute (a) (ii) of starred quesUon 

Xo. 42. 

OmpMtwn of Advisory Commlttoos oonstitiitod by tbo tloint ttoonisr 
Companioi at Gauhati, NarayangaiiJ and Barisal. 

(1) Qaohati — 

The Agent, Steamer Comi>atiies (President). 

Ilepresentative of IxK^al District Board. 

Representative of Municipality. 

Representative of Tnulers* Association. 

(2) Narayaiiganj — 

The Agent, Steamer Companies (President). 

The Collector of Dacca. 

Representative of I/>cnl f’hamlH»r of Commerre. 
Representative of Dacca District Board. 

Representative of People’s Assmuation, Dacca. 
Representative of Daci'o District Moslem Federation. 

(3) Barisal — 

The Agent, Steamer Companies (President). 

The (^Hector, 

Representative of Barisal Municipality. 

Representative of Barisal Merchants. 

Mr* P. N. QUHA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that out of tbe 
four representatives of tbe Barisal Committee, one is the Agent of the 
Bteamer Company and the other, a municipal man, is also in the employ 
of the Steamer Company? 

Umiliidilt Mr. A. MAHIIf I am not aware of that. 


16 
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PiH-impeiOfi Mite in Myniiiitiiigli. 

^43. Mtiilvi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
chsTf^ of the Judicial Department be pleaaed to state the number of 
pre-emption suits instituted under section 26P of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act by the landlords of the Mymensingh district separately in the 
years and 1920? 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: In 1928— Nil; in 1929-r 

112 . 


Advisory Committoos of Stoomor Componiot. 

*44. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. 3 at the Council meeting held on 
the 20th July, 1931, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine 
Department l>e pleased to state — 

(/) wliut progress has been made in regard to the inquiries referred 
to therein by the HorCble Member; and 

(ii) when rules regarding the formation and functions of advisory 
<’ominittees under the Inland Steam-Vessels (Amendment) 
Act, JfKlO, may lie expecteil to l)e promulgated In (Govern- 
ment ? 

(6) What are the reasons for the delay in taking action in this 
matter? 

(c) How many A^lvisory Boanls are intendwl to l)e fonnwl and at 
what centres? 

(d) With reference to the Hon’ble Memlier’s reply to Mr. P. N. 
Giiha’s supplementary question in connection with the abovementioned 
starrinl question, will the Hon’ble MemWr l>e pleaaed to state whether 
it is intended to form the Boards before framing the rules? 

(e) If the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what are the reasons for the adoption of such 
a procedure? 

Tht HOfl*blt Mr. A. MARRi (a) (i) The inquiries have been oom- 
plated. 

(n), (6) and (c) The member is referred to the answer to a starred 
queeiion on this lubject naked bj' Mr. 8. M. Boaa at ibte niaetiiiir* 
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and (e) In the reply given to Mr. tlnJim ralaranisa waa madi to 
the coBUnittees then known to he in the prooeea of fonnation by the 
Joint Steamer Companies, Government are ftatietied that for the present 
these committees are sufficient to meet the objects of section 64B of 
the Inland Steam- Vessels Act. 


Fariil^r railway slaliam 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works (liailways) Dejmrtment be pleased to 
state whether any (let isiou has been arrived at ns to the location and 
improvement of the Faridpur railway station? 

(b) If so, what is the decision? 

(c) If the decision is to remove the station to a more suitable place, 
will the Hon’ble MemWr be {)lease<l to state when is the work of con- 
struction of the new station likely to be commenced? 

MEMBER in oharga of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (Ilia Hon’bla Mr. A. Marr): (o) Yes. 

(6) The Eastern Bengal Railway authorities pro{)ose to locate the 
new station in the neighlwurhi-id of the Zilla School. 

(c) This (Ipi)endH upon the possibility of obtaining an allotment of 
funds. None have lieeii earnmiked for this pur|>ose in the Railway 
Budget for 193243. 


Ciaasifloation of pritonort Amita OtiU, Bibha Dutt antf AJit Mukborloo, 

^4S. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: (a) Will the 
llon'ble Member in charge of the Political flails) Department be 
pleased to state whether the Gcrtemment have received two applications 
by, or on behalf of, Amita Dutt and Bibha Dutt and A jit Mukherjee, 
convicted by the 4th Presidency Magistrate, ('alciitta, and placed in 
division II, for revision of that order? 

(6) If what steps have been taken by the Government on those 
petitions? 

Tlw HaiPMo Sir B. B» CHOSE: (a) JVo application for revision of 
the order of the 4th Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, placing the 
prisoners in division 11 has been received. 

(h) This does not arise. 
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QumnoNB. 
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th NAIIMN eMAMOIIA till QIIFTA: Is tlie Hcm’ble Member 
swere that applications were filed before a Presidency Magistrate f 

The Hon'bie Sir B, B« CHOSE: 1 would ask for notice. 


Campaign far non p a pm a nt af rant anS j w pn ay^tandara* duaa in 
oartain distriata. 

M7. SETH HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware that an active 
campaign for non-payment of rent and money-lenders’ dues is being 
tarried on in several districts of East Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the districts affected by this movement? 

(c) Is it a fact that the movement has taken a communal turn in 
tnosi of the districts affected? 

{d) Will the Tlon’ble Member lie pleased to state what meastirss, 
if any, have l>een taken by Goveniment to suppress the movement? 

(e) Have any of the offenders l)een brought to justice and punisheil? 

{f) If so, will the Hon’ble Meml)er be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) how many persons have been arrested ; 

^ti) how many have l>eeu convicted ; and 

i(m*) how many have been restrained or otherwise dealt with? 

(f) Is (he TIon’hle Meiul ci anare that there is a wide-spread feeling 
that the Government meusures are insufficient to meet the situation? 

(k) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
tnunediate stepa to omsh this movement? 

Tim Hon’Mo lAr. W, 0. R. RRiNTICE: (a) and (h) Several meei- 

ings have been held in Tippera, Noakhali and Mymensingh districts at 
which the non-payment of rent and money-lenders’ dues has boon 
ndvo(*ated. Recent reports show that the agitation has now boon 
checke<l. 

(c) Most of the cultivators in these districts are Muhammadan, 
whilst the landlords and money-lenders are mostly Hindu. Thera has 
therefore been a danger of tbe movement taking a communal turn, but 
it IB hoped that tbis bas been prevented. 
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(h) ICagifltniles takes actiaa sgsiiMt miachief-wakitra 
diiiAf under ike Criminal Procedure Code and Emergency Pevmfe 
Ordinance, and hare used their influence among the cultivatOiTS to pre- 
Tent trouble. 

(e) and (/) The information is not available, but will be obtained, 
(g) No. 

®rtMl KHETTER MOHAN RAY* Is the Hon’bl© Member aware 

that as a result of ihvse meetingn some committees have been formed 
at Lakshain and several other thanas in Noakhali and people are not 
allowed to pay rents to the landlords or to pay their creditors' duee, 
and that no redress of the grievances of the latter could be obtained 
without the permission of those committees P 

The Hoil*blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would ask for notice. 
Unctarred QutitioM 

(antnmri ta nrhioh were laid on tha tabia)« 

Praoiet earvara* 

ath Mayivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in chnige of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received a copy of the resolutions passed at the twelfth 
annual session of the Bengal ProccHs-ser^ers’ (’onference held at Barisal 
presided over by Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, M.i.c. P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the (Joverniuent pro|w>He to take any 
action in the matter? 

Tha Han’hla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The member is referred 

to the answer given to a similar question put by Maulvi Hassan Ali on 
(be 2nd February last. 

(b) No. 


Haaring of arimintl appaali at MaMo. 

tl. RAia iHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA Eahadaft af NoMif* 
pivi (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
aware that criminal appeals of the district of Malda are almost always 
heard at RajahahiP 

(b) Hae any suggestion been made by the dielrict attihoritiee of 
M a ld a in order io meet the greater convenience of the oonrt ae well aa 
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ill# public to make arrangexnents ibat the Malda criminal i^peals 
might be beard at Malda by the Sessions Judge or Additional S^ons 
Judge during tbeir tour in that district? 

(c) Tf the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, is proposed to be taken? 

(^0 If no such suggestion has been made, are the Government con* 
sidering the desirability of moving in the matter and redressing the 
grievance ? 

Tha Hofl’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Tes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Government will consult the local authorities on the subject. 

Khalla khtl in the Madaripur subdivision. 

32. Babu BUK LAL NAC. (a) Is the Hon’hle Member in charge 
of the litrigation Department aware that the Khalia khal in the Madari- 
j)ur sulxlivision has l)een silted up owing to the operation of the dredger 
Alexandra while working in the Bil Iltmte canal from Fatepur towards 
JalirparP 

(b) If HO, what steps, if any, have been taken to improve the said 
khal? 

(c) If the answer to clause {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be pleaaed to slate whether it has Wn ascertained without any 
question of doubt that the jmqmsed imi)i*ovement will help internal 
communication and impmve the sanitation and fertility of the locality 
and its neighbourhood? 

MEMBER in ebargs of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tht Hon’bit 
AlbtiU Sir AbdUllctrim Chuxnavi): (a ) Government are aware that the 
Khalia khal has aiJted up, but there is no retord to show that this 
silting is conneeted with the dredging operations of the dredger 
Alexandra in the Bil Route. 

(b) The khal was dredged in the year 1920-21 and an estimate was 
prepared in 1930 fob dredging the khal. This latter work has not been 
undertaken owing to lack of funds. 

(r) The dredging of the khal will certainly improve the internal 
communication and the sanitation of the locality. 

Miulvl BYED MAAIO BAKBH: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleMed 
to state whether the Bil Routo Canal is lower than the other khal that 
baa been silted up? 
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im%r 

NtilWi AtOiLICilllM CHUZNAVil I have 

aothiiig more to add to what hae been already stated in the answer. 

OensHtioii in front of einomo hontoo intorfaring with trolllo. 

33 . BMu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (a) Ta the Hon*lde 

Member in charge of the Polio© Deportment own re — 

(i) that some of the cinema houses in Oalouttn have liecome 
nuisances to the public owing to olwtructiona being caused 
by intending visitors to those oinemus; 

(tt) that such obstructions are caused tc) traffic, 8|)ecially vehicular, 
for the rea.son that the cinema owners do not jirovide for 
a sufficient niimbtu of windows for sale of tickets; and 
(Hi) that the Police take no action ns to such obstruetious of the 
main roads? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affinnative, do the (l(»vernment 
contemplate putting pressure u|>on the cinemn-(wn«*rs by rtHjuiring 
them to lK>(>k the cinema-goers of all classes in advance or imTeoaing 
the iiumlx'r of counters so that theie might no congestion jirior to 
the performance? 

The Hofl’hle Mr* W* D. R* FRENTIGES (a) (t) and (/i) Complaints 
have been made of the obstruction soinetiiiies caused outsidi* cinema 
houses by |>urchasers of tickets. 

(in) No. Such action as i.s {s»ssible is taken. 

(h) The owners cannot be <*om|K>lle<l to reejuire their customers to 
book seats in advance. The question of the uumlxM' of counters will 
be examined, but in some rases extra counters have l)een o|>ene<l to 
relieve congestion. 


Location of Eyoiporo doint Siil»»Roglatry ofiloo at Rangjlibotf. 

34. Mr. A. F. M. ABOUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon'bld 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Depnrtment he 
jdeased to state whether he has received a representation from the 
local people praying for the transfer of the Eyerpore Joint Sub- 
Registry office from Rangilalwid to Eyerpore in the 24-Parganus 
district? 

(1) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of institut- 
ing an inqiiir>' into the grievances of the local people either personally 
or by the Inspector-General of Registration or by the District Refis- 
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MfilltTill In dmm ^ SMISATION (ESAItTEATfON) 
DSMRTMEHT (tilt HtM'bii Mr. KlMMji Mt iim ii < d iit )t (a) A raM* 

lation parsed by the 24*PargaxiAfi Moelem Association was submitted to 
(ioTernment in 1929. A similar resolution was receiTed by tbo 
Inspector-General of Registration on the 3rd September, lR8i. 

(b) The District Registrar made inquiries on both occasions and 
Government do not propose to make any further inquiries. Eyerpore 
is only about one and u half miles from Rangilabad. 

MutHms in the minifttrial Mrviote in tht Civil Courta. 

35. Khan Bahadur Mauhri ALIliUXZAMAN CHAUDHURi: Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the representation of Muslims in the 
ministerial services in the various courts of the districts in this province 
at the end of 1931 or at such other latest date for which figures are 
available. 

Tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE. A statement for the Civil 
Courts is laid on the table. 


Stateineut referred to in the ansiecr to umtarred (juestion No. showing 
the representation of Muslims in the ministerial services in the 
Civil Courts in the Presidency. 






Total number 
of minis* 
torial appoint* 
raonts. 

Total number 
ot Muham* 


DifltrioU. 



madan 

ministerial 

offioem. 

1 

Birhhum 



74 

22 

2 

Bankum 



76 

12 

a 

Midnapore 



177 

26 

4 

Burdwen 



96 

25 

a 

Hooghly 



154 

21 

6 

24«P«rg»n4M 



234 

43 

7 

Nftdia 



115 

28 

8 

Jeatoro 



126 

38 

8 

Khulnft 



114 

15 

10 

ManhkUb«d 



87 

24 

U 

Fartdpur 



181 

48 

12 

D«c<c« 



182 

66 

IS 

BiOutfgwij 



172 

43 

14 

Iff 

MynMuisttuilk 

Pafan* alia Bogm 



228 

86 

77 

88 

l« 

Raa^ppur 



110 

27 

17 

Diniiipor 



83 

30 

18 

mhdiahl 



78 

27 

18 

Oiittagoim •* 



ISO 

47 

10 

Tinpera 



172 

88 

tl 1 

Noaldiali 



118 

U 








QVEmmB. 


m. MibIwI AtDUL HAMID WAMs WilHhe Kon’bl^ MeniW In 
charge ol the Judicial Department be pleated io Atate-> 

(i) bow luauy applirationn for the iiiiiuediute aiiiendiueut of tbe- 

Usurious Loans Act with a view to Hxing the inaximuin rate 
of interest have reaehe«l the SwTetary to the Judicial 
Department up to the loth Jamiary. 19 k^ and 

(ii) whether the (Government are coiiHideriuK the desirability of — 

(a) taking tlie ne<*eHsarv Kanction of the (ilovernment of 
India; and 

{b) introducing a Hill for an earlv amendment of the said 
Act? 

Thi Hoil'ble Mr. Wt D. R. PRENTICE: (t) The information asked 
foi is not a\'ailable and could not lie obtained without a la))orio>ua 
inquiry whi< h the (iovernment regiet they are not prepared to under- 
take. 

(it) The whole question is under exivmination as the result of a 
resolution moved in the Tjegislntive Assembly hy Sir Muhamma^l Yakub 
on 17th September, 1931, and (Government have not yet reachiHl their 
conclusions on this most difficult and intricate subject. 

Mmtivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Is the Hon'hle MemWr aware 
that petitions signed by a number of persoiis have been received i»y 
(Government in that connection ? 

Tbi Hoa'blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Petitions have been received 
by Government. 


MiilumiiMdaii shaiittidan in Mymanslngh diidga*t Court. 

S7. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hon’bk Meml^r in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the numl)er of 
Muhammadan thenttadnn employed in the Judge’s Court in the district 
of Mymensingfa from the years 1910 to 1931 P 

mt Hofi’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRINTIDB: Nil. 

mrnBwi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: WUl the Hon’bla Member be 
pleaaed to state whether Government are willing to consider the matter f 

(No reply.) 
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MiHliiM in tiM iMffl •MNtariat 

31. Mamvi TAMIZUOOiN KHAN: Will tlie Hon’bk MemW in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state what is the present 
pro|M>riion of Muslims in each of the following cadres of the Bengal 
Secretariat : — 

(i) Upi>er Division Clerical Service; 

(«) Stenographers ; 

(m) liOwer Division Clerical Service; and 

(tv) Typists? 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. A. MARR: (i) 25 7 per cent. 

(u) Nil. 

(in) 36 G per cent. 

(iv) 27 1 per cent. 


Supply of boxes to tho prisonsrs. 

88. Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Mem))er in charge of the Political (Jails) Department l>e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that last year divisions I and II prisoners 
were not supplied with any lx»xes or such other things for keeping 
their clothings and other equipments supplied by the jail authorities? 

(h) Is it a fmd that many clothings and other things of the jail 
authorities were lost fn>m tho prisoners during the i>eriod in many jaih 
specially in l)um Dum S|>ecial Jail? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative. are the Government 
oonsidering the desirability of sanctioning boxes or such other things foi 
their use? 

Thf Hon'bli Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) Yes 

(b) No complaints of loss of clothing or other things were received 

(c) No. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUODIN HASHBMY: Is the Hon’ble Meiubei 
aware that prisoners placed in division I are allowed to use their own 
olothiugs and to have their own equipinents brought from outside P 


The Hou*blB Shr B. B. CHOBEl I would ask for notice. 
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MfM iYED MLALUOOiN HAENIMYl I. the Hon'We Member 
in chmge of the Jail* Department aware of the fact that diviaion I 
prisoner* are allowed their own clolhinfr* hut are not allowed to use 
^ their own suit-caftes? 

Mr* CAMPBELL FORRESTERS Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that a lariroly signed petition has been 
received by him from the inhabitants of Duni Dum complaining about 
the nuisance created by the noise of the political prisoners confined in 
the Dum Dum Jail? 


Tha Hoil’Mg Sir B* B* CHOSE: I am not aware of tiuit fact. 


Motion for adjoummont. 

Mr. B. Ca CHATTERJEE. 1 rise to move my motion for adjourn^ 
ment of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: liet me read out to tlie House the terms of the 
motion : 

‘‘That the business of the (‘ouiicil be adjourned to diseuss the 
situation arising out of the condemnable attempt ma<le on the life of 
His Excellency the Oovernor of Bengal at the annua) convocation of 
the (/ulcuttu I niversity on the Gth Februnrv, I9»T2, necessitating such 
actions on the part of the (lovernmeiit of Bengal as will lead the 
authoritie.s concerned immediately to transfer all the portfolios of the 
Presidency to popular Ministers, re.sponsible to the Legislature, with a 
view successfulh to eombuting. and ultimately eradicating the menace 
of terrorism in Bengal.” 

Is there any objection to leave being grunted to Mr. Chatti^rjee to 
move that motion? (Paune.) 

As there i.> no objection, I nhall take it up at 4-30 p.m., this 
afternoon. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

RN^ Of thg Biiigal Lgg^itlativf ConNiHtU# on Public Aooounts on tlio 
App r op ria tion Aooounti for 1S2S4S. 

Tbo HoiPblO Mr. A. MARR: i Wg t« present the report of the 
Bengal Legislative Committee on Public Accounts on the Appropriation 
Accounts for the year 1929-SO. 
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Dr. NADEtH OHANDM AM €Dmf May I make m dbserratioa 
on tkU report F Sir, year after year we are receiving these reports 
from the Public Accounts Committee. It is presented in a cryptic 
form. Is it too much to expect that the report should be published in 
stich form that hon’ble members in this Council could have it in a self- 
contained document and obtain from it the infcu'mation necessaiy* in 
order to enable them to criticise the report? As a matter of fact, 
looking into the report itself we find that by itself it does not enable 
one to know what has been done by the Committee to understand it, 
one has to read several pages of the proceedings of the meetings held 
which again cannot be understood withoxit reference to the other bulky 
volume, the Appropriation Report. Side by side with this I might 
refer to the report of the Auditor-denerul which is an illuminating 
d<»cument, very illuminating at any rate by the side of our Committee’s 
report, wliicli, for all the information it conveys to lion’ble members 
might as well have been printed in Hebrew. 

Til# Hon’bla Mr. A« MARR: As far an I can make out, Dr. Sen 
Gupta’s objections are that the reports should be more self-contained. 
Apparently what lie wants first of all is that the Appropriation Report 
and Accounts should be included in the Auditor-General’s Report. 
Then he wants the Report of the Public Accounts (/oramittoe along with 
the proceedings of the meetings from day t<» day to include the Auditor- 
General’s Report and the Appropriation Report. What be has also 
asked for is to have the final contdusiotis of the Committt^e. We liave 
given the final conclusions of the Public Accounts Committee. We 
have given the pro4*eedings of the daily meetings of the Committee. 
We have given the explanations of all the items in the Appropriation 
Report. We have given the Auditor-General’s Report and we have also 
given the Appropriation Report. What on earth else can l>e w^anted, 1 
for myself do not know*. 

Ril Dr. HARIOHAN OUTT Dahailur; Sir, I take this oppor- 
tunity of supplementing the Hon’ble Finance Member’s remarks. I 
would point out to my friend Dr. Sen Gupta that at the beginning of 
the report there are five printed pages in which the whole thing has 
been summarised. My friend has apparently forgotten to look into the 
first few pages of the preweedings of the meetings of the Public Accounts 
Committ<»e. The whole thing has been summarised in pages 5 to 11, 

4 p.m. 

Dr. NAREAH ONAilDRA AEN OUPTA: May I make a pmoiud 
explanation. Sir? 1 am afraid I did not say anything like wliai the 
Iton’hle Mr. Marr has put into my mouth. 

Mr. PREilDENTs Very weU, that wRl do. 
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EXCitS GRANTS. 


Tilt Mr. ^ MARR: Before I move the actual demands, 

Sir, with your permission, I should like to repeat w’hat I said last year 
regarding these excess grants. After the budget year is finished, the 
accounts are made up by the Accountant.General, and if he finds that 
any grant in the budget has l>een exc^eeded, he brings the fact to the 
notice of Government and it is one of the principal dutic^s i.f the Govern- 
ment to bring it to the notice of the Comiiiiltee on Publh* Accounts of 
this House and it is for them to examine into those excesses and satisfy 
themselves of the causes of the excesses before reporting to this Council. 
That report is then laid before this Council as has just now been done, 
and the Council is then asked to vote on eacli such excess grant. In 
doing 80 , up till now it has always been the convention that the Council 
accepts the Public Accounts Conimittee's rei^ominendations and I may 
mention that this convention has been adopted from the proceedings in 
the Houses of Parliament. 

On the rwommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that an excess grant of Hs. 99 be voted )>y the (\iuncil to 
regularise the expenditure actually incurred in exiess of the voted grant 
in the year 1929-30 under the major head **i30. —Scientific Departments.*’ 

That excess grant has been fully explained in the first part of 
Appendix IV of the Ueport which I have just submitted. If is a very 
small excess, r/r., Us. 99 only, and is due to two causes. 3'bc first is 
that the grant to the Asiatic Society which ahould hav’e been drawm by 
the Society in the month of February was not drawn till April and 
therefore the (’barge could not be shown in the former year, and the 
expenditure was accordingly debited t(» the year 19f30-3l. 

On the other hand, the Dacca Museum, for which there was a 
provision of Rs. 500 in the revised estimates, was able to earn the full 
amount, and drew Rs. 1,500 under the terms of their grant, as against 
the Rs. 500 provided in the revised estimates. The Public Accounts 
Committee have fully examined this excess of Rs. 99 and are satisfied 
that it is quite in order and recommend that this demand be passed. 

The motion w as put aud agreed to. 

Tilt Hon’Wt Ufa A. MARRs On the recommendation of His 
Saeellewsy the Oovemor, 1 beg to move that an excess grant of 
Ra. 1, €4,262 be voted by the Council to regularise the expenditure 
aetuaRy iacunrad ia exeeas of the voted grant in the year 192940 
under the major head Supeiunauatimi AUowaacea.” 
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Thii excess grant has also been fully dealt with in the Second Part 
of Appendix IV to the Public Accounts Committee’s Report. This was 
a matter of adjusting the acfrounts after the year was over. On the 
one hand we recover from other provinces pen«^ons paid to their servants 
residing in Bengal, and on the other we have to pay to other provinces 
pensions paid to servants of our Government residing in those provinces. 
We can only guess these figures and the actual figures have got to be 
adjusted later. In this adjustment of expenditure we find that in this 
particular year we had to make more pa>ment8 to other Governments 
than we anticipated. The Public Accounts Committee liave gone into 
this matter and are quite satisfied that the accounts are in order and 
recommend that they should be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At 4 p.in. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-15 p.ni.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

43.— Famlno Relief. 

The Hofi^Me Mr. A. MARR: On tlu* recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,95,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the lieud “43. — Famine Relief” in 
1931412, 

Hiji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved tliat the demand for 
Rs. 1,95,0(K) under tlie head “43. -Fumiue Relief” he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the famine conditions in Chittagong 
created hy gradual hut unexpected fall in the price of paddy). 

He spoke in Bengal, the KiigUsh translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Paddy which is the staple pnaluce of ChitUgong District is being 
sold now at Re. 1 or He. 1-4 per maiind. It has thus come about that 
it is impossible to pay Government the revenue of an acre of land even 
after selling all the produce of it. This year in Bekaini Nayabad 
Estate the original cess has l»eeii iiu reased four times in fresh assessment. 
When this was done the price of paddy was Hs. 4 per maund. Unlew 
this assessment is reconsidered and the realisation of half the revenue is 
postponed no loaundf/ir, fa/wWor, JofcrUtr f»r mtyai of Chittagong will 
be able to keep his holding. As all paddy has been sold by the 
mmindan at a cheap rate for the realisation of the r«it many people 
are about to starve. Government have admitted in their reply to Ae 
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No, 26 that the price of paddy haa fallen in €hitiagong» 
but th# aseeeemeat of the cesa is based on the past price. In order to 
draw tile attention of Goremment to these circumstances and with a 
view that the symptoms of famine may be dealt with by them I move 
this motion for the reduction of Ks. 100 from Be. 1^95,000 set spart 
for the Famine Relief Fund.” 

Tba Ii0fl*bli tir B» B. CHOSE* With ^reat respect to the mover of 
the cut 1 must say this that there are no famine conditions in Ohittagonir 
because no one has asked for agricultural loan nor has the District 
Board asked for test works to be opened or for gratuitous relief. It is 
true that in five or six villages tliere is distress, but the agriculturists 
have been compensated to a large extent by the good harvest. Non- 
agriculturists have been benefited by the full in price. If there were 
famine conditions in the district they might have approached the local 
officers and the District Board for opening of test works. If any loan 
be necessary to enable the people to protluce their crops agricultural 
loans can be granted. If there is severe distress in any area, test relief 
works cun be opened, but it is ub.solutely unnecessary to do so specially 
when there is no demand for sucli works. On this ground I hope the 
mover will withdraw his amendment. 

Mauivi 6YED dALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,95,000 under the head ”43. — Famine Relief” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the present economic distress 
in the country). 

It is u fact tliat there is u< ute economic distress in this country. 
It is also a fact that it is beyond the range of the Government of 
Bengal, nay, of the Government of India, to cope with the distress. 
It is al.HO a fact that this economic distress is not only confined to India 
hut it is world-w'ide. 

My intention in moving this arueiidment is simply this: that there 
is a lying and immoral propaganda in the iiiufassul larried on by 
district officers, suhdivisioiial officers, and police officers to the effect 
that this economil* distress, particularly the fall in the price of jute 
and paddy, is due to the ("ongress movement. I do not know who is 
responsible for this lying propaganda among the masses. The result of 
this propaganda is that the masses are taking drastic ai'tioii against 
the middle-class people. I have heard with my own ears in my own 
district and in other districts as well responsible officers, I mean district 
magistrates, subdivisional officers and police officers in public meetings 
taking recourse to this sort of propaganda. 1 want to know from the 
Hon'ble Member whether any demi-official circulars or instnn iions have 
been issued to these authorities. Is it not a fact that this depression 
is due to the world*wide econonuc distreasf If that be so* Oovefummil 
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•luMild Biftke it« poaHkm clear bjr a atateocat (m the aabject that it u 
iaipoaeible or beyond the power of the Bengal OormiHient to cope with 
the eitiuiiiaa. 

Tht Sir i« CHMEs It is a fact that the grant i« required 

for gratuitoue relief under Chapter VIJl of the Bengal Famine Code. 
But the mover haa raised a point as to whether Government have issued 
any instructions to District Officers to the effect that they should carry 
on a propaganda against the Congress in the mufassal, and in reply to 
this I cun only say that no such instructions have been issued. 
Although the intention of the mover is apparently good the result of 
the cut would be this: If we want any extra payments to l>e made 
during the current year we cannot ask for fresh appropriations. As 
the hon’hU* memljer may be aware money is required for test relief 
works and for gratuitous relief as well. At present test relief works 
mre going on in Pahna, Mymensingh and Bogra and Government have 
allotted since the tioo<ls a total sum of Rs. l,Jlo,r)60 for the purpose to 
Aistricts in which there were floods in July, 1931. Government have 
not been asked either by the local officers or by the district boards to 
Advance any further suras at present. 

The (piestion of Uie general e<‘onomic distress in the countrj' 
•cannot he said to arise in connection with tlie amount of money required 
for test works. Gratuitous relief is being gi\en at jwesent in certain 
areas subject to the provisions <d the Famine Code. Since the floods 
Government have allotted a sum of Us. 62,350 for the purpose. I 
submit, therefore, that the member will do well to withdraw his 
amendment. 

The motion of Mnulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashem> was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the (/ouncil, withdraw'n. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,95,000 l>e granted for expenditure 
under the head **43. — Famine Relief** in 1931-32 was then put and 
Agreed to. 


4-30 p.m. 

Molioii for 

Mfp 0« OHATTBRJEEs The motion which I have the privilege 
-of moving before this House is — 

**T1iaI Uie bttsineaa of the Council be adjourned to djbeuis the 
ottuaiioii arising out of the eondenmable attelapi made on th# life of 
Bit Esedhmoy the Oovenior at the annual OonvoeAtkin of the Oabudto 
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UniiNserilQr on tlio 6tii Febniar>% 1932, necanitnting aoiioii on ih» 
part of Ilia GkiTariiinent of Bengal as will lead to the authontiee 
concerned immediately to transfer all tiie portfolios in the Presidency, 
to popular Ministers responsible to the Legislature, with a view to 
suocessfally combating and ultimately eradicating the menace of 
terrorism in Bengal.” 

Sir, before I come to the actual resolution I shall begin by an 
appeal to the House not to try to raise merely deluiting points agoinst 
what I am going to submit to the memlnTs of (his House for their 
consideration. I hope they will judge me by the truth, the substance 
of what I am going to put Wfore (hem, and not merely emulate the 
spirit of the law\’er who is always ready with a case against his 
opponent. 

Now, the point is this : w henever an outi*age takes place, it is 
(ondemned — and I think it is perfectly right that we should ('(uidemn 
it; and to-day we have condemned this outrage — this attempt which 
was made on the life of His Kxcellency the Governor. As I have 
often said. His Excellency is one of those very few Englishmen in 
India of w'hom it could l>e said “In spite of all temptations he remains 
an Englishman.’* But 1 am afraid mere condemnation does not carry 
us very far. Resolutions condemning these acts have Wen broadcast 
all over the country, and yet these crimes are being committed. Our 
condemnation does not seem to have any effe<'t on those who are in 
this movement. It is from this point of view that I am going to ask 
the Council to consider some measures w’hich may have the effe<*t of 
cutting the grouiiil avva> from under the feet of the men — and unfor- 
tunately I have to say. the women— who are carrvTng on this 
movement. 

The first thing which occurs to everybody is that the only way to 
prevent these outrages is by repression: Have recourse to ordinances; 
have strict measures to deal with this movement in an effective way: 
take the movement by the throat, as some advisers of Government 
have told them, and so forth. But if T am to bring my earlier 
experience of the revolutionary' movement of 1907 to 1919 to War on 
this question, I venture to warn you that no repression can really stop 
a movement of this nature; and the reason is obvious. It is 
abundantly clear now that even the parents of the boys and girls who 
are carrying on this movement are not aware of their doings until 
some day some of them manifest themselves with revolvers in their 
hands. It has been proved time and again that parents were honestly 
in absolute ignorance of what their children were doing niitil one of 
them was found with a revolver. And the police, too, know very 
little, necessarily, of all the cirmrostances of the movement which is 
going on in the country, except that a certain number of spies of 
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Oorernment wbo go and manage to mix up with some ol these rerola- 
tionary youths, are thereby enabled to convey some information, some 
warning, to (iovernment — ^with the result that Government is enabled 
thereby to save a life here and there. These spies and men of this 
nature can naturally get only an infinitesimal portion of the real 
information regarding the activities of the people engaged in this 
movement. For the purpose of getting hold of some of the youths 
and putting them into jail or interning them or putting them under 
any other species of restriction you rely on this information, but 
a larger number of them necessarily remain untouched. Thai ia 
obvious, and in the nature of things must be so. I am not here to 
say that Government must not take the movement by the throat, but 
I wish to make a suggestion — a suggestion which, in the earlier era, 
I had the privilege of putting before the llowlatt Committee with 
reference to the movement w’^hich was prevailing at that time. I am 
afraid, I got small thanks at that time for suggesting that the only 
real solution for the situation was the introiluetion of some kind of 
free institutions in India and the grant of a general amnesty. I am 
afraid most members of the Rowlatt Committee did not like my 
suggestion, I am sorry, Sir P. ('. Mitt<*r is not here, r»tlierwise he 
would have confirmed what 1 have said. Fortunately, however, there 
were two men in authority whom I found agreeing with me. The 
first was Ivord Carmichael. He took up the idea and agreed with me 
that it was not possible to kill this movement except by some sort of 
eonstriK'tive measures whieh w'ould eiit the ground away from undei 
the feet of the revolutionaries. He lent all liis authority in sup[)oH 
of this idea. T<aier on, when Mr. Montague eame to India, I had 
the privilege of putting this idea before him, and I am glad to find 
that he has left an aeeount of it in his diary. He also agreed with 
me, and in the end, Sir, we had the introduetioii of free institutions 
in India in the shape of the Reforms under the (iovernment of India 
Act, which was passed in 1919, and we also had an amnesty granted 
to the then revolutionaries, some of whom were in the Andamans and 
otbem in the deportation and internment camps. And it is a well* 
known fact that % per cent, of the men who came back after the 
institution of the Reforms have kept on the side of peace and order, 
and it is only about 5 per cent, of them — I hope Mr. Prentice will 
check my percentage — who have failed to keep their word, What I 
would emphasise is that 95 per cent, of the men who came back have 
since kept aw^ay from the levolutionary movement. My suggestion in 
the light of those facts is that apart from the repressive measure« 
that you have adopted, adopt same constructive measure whieJh would 
cut away the foundation of this movement. We all remember bow 
this new movement came into being. After the Reforms had been 
introduced, but before they got going, Mr. Gandhi appeared on the 
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0o«ii4 And lie wanted to haTe a little agitation on bis own ; and so be 
started a crusade against the Reforms, appearing before tbe public in 
a coitnme which was calculated to appeal to the masses; and he 
succeeded in the end in mobilising tbe latent superstitions’ of his 
people. The cry of “Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jay*’ filled the whole 
country. I warned Mr. Gandhi at the time in a series of open lettew 
that his policy was too negative to lead to any result, and that the 
terrible spirit of discontent he was summoning to life would be bound, 
on bis failure, to sprout up into a second revolutionary movement. 
But the feeling in the countr>^ was at feverd»e 4 \t, and my words were 
unheeded. I am not animated by any feeling against Mr. Gandhi, 
but I say that the Gandhi movement has led to nothing, unless the 
ploughing of sands he considered to lie something. The inevitable 
discontent arose in the wake of the non-realisation of the promises 
made by Mr. Gandhi; and the discontent went underground. 

Now, Sir, I am in a much stronger position to-day in making the 
recommendation emlwdied in my resolution than I was in 1914. We 
have the fiict coiifrtinting ns that Great Britain has already definitely 
promised ua provincial autonomy — full provincial autonomy — and some 
measure of responsibility also in the (’ential Government. We have 
got that fact definitely established. That l)eing so, I am going to ask 
that in order to kill this movement, in order to remove the causation 
of this movement, you should at once transfer all the |M»itfolios of 
the provincial Government to Ministers responsible to this House. I 
am making a suggestion which is well within the scope <»f the promise 
which has already been made to us by Great Britain, and which, 
thei'efore, ought to be accepted much more easily than my suggestion 
for the introduction of free institutions and for a general amnesty 
could have been accepted in the year 1914 and after. There was much 
more obstacle then than now. The imint I make is this: I say that 
if you make over all tbe portfolios to Ministers responsible to the 
j>eople to-day, you would kill two birds with one sfone. Firstly, you 
will kill the civil disoliedience movement, and secondly, the revolu- 
tionary movement. My reason for saying that it would kill the civil 
diHol)e<lience movement is that our Swarajist friends have a very keen 
eye for detecting, and a ready faculty for co-operating, whenever there 
is a real transfer of fiower. My father-in-law, (he lute Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea was at the height of his unpopularity at the time when 
he passed the new Calcutta Municipal Act, whereby all the power of 
governing Calcutta was transferred to the people of Calcutta. The 
measure enacted by him was however a very popular one, and as soon 
as it was passed the Swarajists permanently installe<1 themselves in 
the Corporation; they have sat there ever since, and .von cannot get 
them out of it. That is a hopeful precedent. Here is an example 
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which ought to encourage us. It would justify me in pre^ting thnt 
when the Swarajists find that power has been transferred to the 
popular representatives on the Jjegislative Council, they will at once 
rush into it' and seise that power. Although the source of the legisla- 
tion was not to their liking, still the Swarajists, including the late 
Mr. C. E. Das, went in and filled such posts as those of Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer without turning a hair. I am suie, Sir, that 
when the Swarajists find that all the portfolios have been transfened 
to the people’s representatives they will make a rush for the Council. 

446 p.m. 

As I have already stated, I say this in the light of the precedent 
created by the Swarajist party on the Corporation. Some people 
may be saying to themselves that they are not particularly enthusiastic 
at the prospect of the Swarajists coming in to rule Bengal: but. Sir, I 
would point out that if the Swarajists come here, the civil disobedience 
movement will disappear. In this connection I am very much 
encouraged by the speech which was made by Mr. Naliniranjan Sarkar — 
the financial head of the Swarajist party. In his speech presiding over 
the Mahn jan Sahha lie said : — 

“It seciiiH to me that the practical steps that may serve to remedy 
the very difficult situation that has arisen are these: the immediate 
grant of full provincial autonomy to he closely followed by respon- 
sibility at the centre.” 

Now, Sir, “the immediate grant of full provincial autonomy” is the 
expression that he used. What I am suggesting would be tantamount 
to the immediate grant of provincial autonomy. In the second place, by 
granting this, you would put an end also to the revolutionary move- 
ment. At the present moment the revolutionary sees that 
the masters of this Government are the British officers — the 
members of the Civil Service: that the really operative and effective 
part of the Government of Bengal is Mr. Prentice first, and Mr. Mair 
and the tw^o other gentlemen on the Executive Council next, and that 
they are far more powerful than the three Ministers who sit to their 
right. But when they find my friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Baau 
giving an order, and an English Commissioner or an EInglish District 
Magistrate merely carrying out Mr. Basil’s order, then if there is any 
trouble with the order, they will make trouble with Mr. Baau, and not 
with the English officer who has been merely carrying out his order. 
That is my point. Of course, Mr. Basu will have an interesting time 
when he will get up to justify his action against the gentlemen who will 
disapprove of his motion. If you say in reply, that instead of 
Mr. Prentice you will merely place Mr. Basn in danger, 1 say that it is 
tone that Bengalis faced this danger. At the present moment, the 
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EngUdunao in charge of the public eecurity portfolio is in a very 
difficuh position; he is attacked from the front by ourselves, and at 
the l^k by the anarchists; that is his position. What I say is this: 
get rid of the attack from the Imck ; remove yourselves from the position 
you have been occupying, and present Bengal with the spectacle of 
British officials carrying out the orders of Bengali Ministers: and that 
very sight wiU have a dissolving effect on the mentality which makes 
revolutionaries. In any case, British officers will render themselves 
immune from attacks by revolutionaries. If Mr. N. K. Basu, or 
Mr. J. N. Gupta or Mr. J. X. Basu has the resnonsibilitv transferred to 
hig ghoulderg 

Mauivi SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: If 1 he.o.ne « Minister 
I would not like to have such renponHihility. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: IVrhaps. in> friend Mr. IlaMhemy ig 
already feeling afraid. If a man has fear in his heart, let him not 
enter this place, far less take up re.sponsihility. But my point is thin. 
This is tliat one measure liy which you will he able to effect a change 
in the present state of affairs; by which you will liave the civil 
disobedience movement ended and the anarchist left without any ground 
under his feet. 

Now, Sir, the objection that will be hurled at me will be that you 
cannot effect sucli a change without a fresh (lovernmenl of India Act; 
and that you cannot have that until the (\mimittee.^ of the Itound 
Table huM* finished their labours, and the Kouml Table itself has 
reported to Parliament. My answer is that I quitf' realise that position. 
But I am asking for u transfer of the portfolios under the present 
Government of India Act. The highest legal opinion available in 
England is that you can under the present Act, transfer all tin* port- 
folios to Ministers except one. My .suggestion is; Why not transfer 
all the portfolios including that of “Law and Order,” save and except 
say, that of the Department of Forests whif h might he diicidly managed 
by the Governor w itli the aid of a Seereturv. You can translcr all the 
departments not excepting that of “Law and Order” 

Thf Hoil’llif Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES On a point of order, Sir. 
This has nothing to do with the resolution w hii li has l>een brought up 
before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Of course, the mo\er can in his speech amplify 
his arguments. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTiR4BE: It is fortunate that the tnemherfi of tlm 
Civil Service are not much of lawyers. And so when a member of thfti 
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Smice n«e« on a point of order, it generally amounts to a point of 
disorder. As I was saying, Sir, I would ask every one, my English and 
Muhammadan friends, to consider this matter, and see whether you 
cannot do it. It is worth while trying a measure which will have the 
effect of making Swarajists quiet and bringing revolutionaries to reason 
and also of reviving the chance of British goods being sold in Bengal 
once more. (Laughter.) In the new state of affairs in which the 
Swarajists will come in as Ministers of this Government, you will be 
able to raise the cry legitimately “Buy Indian first and English next.“ 
The real difficulty is that the great Givil Service bars the way. When 
I speak of the (.^ivil Service, I am perhaps doing a bit of injustice. That 
Service is at present divided into two classes, the class of younger men, 
who believe in serving India and the older class who believe in ruling 
India. 1 he distinction bidween these two clas.scs is very vTry great, 
hroni iny own personal exp(*rii*in e and contact with the younger 
generation of the Civil Service, I find that they are finely animated 
with th(‘ spirit of serving India. AVhen I come in contact with the 
older generation, I find that the\ are- what shall I say?— more for 
Cieser thuit for Christ. But I do appeal to them— the die-hards amongst 
the Civil Si'rs'unts to realise the significan<*e of the spiritual miracle 
whi<di happened on the 20th of August, 1017— the day on which 
England t ast off her Imperialism, and said in the hearing of the whole 
world that she no longer wanted India to be a vassal or a slave, but 
that she wanted on and from that day to (Oiristianise her relationsliip 
with India and put her on tmms of eipiality with liersclf. Was it not a 
miracle, did it not bear witin’ss to on(» ol the greatest transformations 
of the human spirit in hi.story? 1 felt at that time that it wa.s a fresh 
( 0 !U|Ucst of ( leser by ( hrist ; and to-djiy I will take tin* House into my 
confidence and give voice to the cry that broke out fr<»m the depths of 
my soul on that day. When a Cabinet containing Lord Cursson— who 
had always laid down the dtwtrine that for as long as he (‘ould see into 

the future India must remain under the personal rule of Englishmen 

made that declaration of India’s freedom, the cry that arose out of my 
soul was tin* old, old cry of the Boman Emperor, Julian: “Thou 
coiujiu'rest still, Oh pale (lallilenn.” It is in that spirit and in that faith 
that I hav(‘ always fought for the Bebirms and defended them against 
attiw ks by all and sundry. To-day I would also ask the Civil Service 
to remember that the master whom they serve is no longer Cieser but 
Christ, Closer has gone out of India e\or sime the 20th of August, 
190 ; and let them not present the sorry spectacle of hugging the husk 
of imperialism after the kernel has gone out of it. What is the use of 
clinging to the busk when you know the kernel is gone? Do you not 
thereby merely show yourselves incapable of Wing in tune with the new 
spirit of Christ which is abroad in India in place of the old spirit of 
Casser? I am just aware that many people would be saying that I 
should not bring religion into politics, and that these should be kept 
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abiwlutify apart; but they forget that in reality the two hold together. 
I am am® there was much more than mere selhahness. that there was 
the spirit of religion, there was much idealism behind the declaration 
which was made on the 20th August. 1917. What are you going to 
do.** If you go on repressing, what is gtung to happen® History will 
repeat itself. Repression went on from 1907 to 1915; but the move- 
ment sought to be repressed ramified all over India, and in the year 
191*>, the revolutionary party pot hold of the whole of the Indian Anuy 
from Dinapore to Peshawar. Mr. Prentiee can verify every word of 
what I am saying from materials in his possession. On the 19th 
February, 1915, there was going to he a mutiny of Indian soldiers in 
the area between Peshawar and Dinapore which would liave meant a 
horrible massacre; and it only fell through because of the efticieiicy of 
the British Intelligence Depaitment. Another mutiny w'as organised 
in Meerut, and all hut took place in March, 1915. You cannot suppress 
a rf'volutionary movement l»y repression, and J am afraid that if you 
merely go on repressing >011 will hav«* a multiplication of this revolu- 
tionary movement. Ju>t think of tlie sipialls vou are facing. There is 
the greatest danger of racial reprisals. The Britishi*rs who are human 
may be betrayed into act^ ot retaliation as tli(*y sei* their countrymen 
falling down, one after another, \sitli bullets in their hacks. The 
Kuropcans in Phittagong appear to Iuim* he<*n betrayed into retaliatory 
actn. Feelings may be sn cinbittcicil lietore the contemplated reforms 
<‘OMie that nobody will look at them when the\ do (oim*. I'here is the 
further consideratnm. It appears Fiiigland is pledged to give us 
provincial autonoiiiv . W<mbl it not be a trifb* absurd if shi* asked us 
all of a suddiui, on tlu* 1st .laiiuarv, 19d4, to taki* over the wliole 
responsibility of pniviricial autonomy witliout giving us a cliame of 
exercising the lespoiisibilif v for Tnaintaining law and onhu’ in the 
intermediate period? (live this responsibility mm, see if we make a 
success of it, as I hope we shall; if wc do not, the reforms to be 
instituted will have to be on different linens. This is the time to teat 
us; let us satisfy the test, and let us have complete provincial autonomy 
after that. Therefore, Sir, w'ith all the.se considerations in view', I 
appeal to the House to carry this resolution. 

Rfvmml B. A. NAC: I cannot too strongly oppose the unw'isdom 
of introducing such a resolution at .such a time and in such a manner. 
The unwisdom firstly consists in coupling the first and the second halvet 
of the motion together. We all agree with the first half. We all 
sympathise with His Excellency the Governor and liady Jackson. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTBRJiE: On a point of order, Sir. What is tha 
first half and what is the second half in the motion ? 
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Mr* PRiilOENT: It has got to be taken as one aitiTe motion. 


Ravonnd B« A« NACs All right. Sir, as it has been placed before ns 
by the mover himself, the whole thing is so unwise at this time, because 
Erst of all it gives the terrorist a certain kind of solace to their troubled 
consciences that after all they have a grievance, and that grievance is 
that the portfolio is in the hands of a European member. It is time 
that we talked and moved in a w'ay which will effectively stamp out 
terrorism from this country, but when we characterise an attempt at 
murder or murder itself as patriotic in its. purpose 

Mr. B. G. CHATTERdEE. On a point of order, Sir. I have never 
done that; that is doing a very grave injustice to me, he should w’ithdraw 
that. I am as much against murder as anyone else. 

RtVSrSfid B. A. NAG: I believe that Mr. Chatterjee understands that 
I did not refer to his speech ; but it has Wen done in this Council. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The hon’ble member has stated that in this House he has heard murder 
extolled. 1 have been here for over two years, but nobody in this 
House has ever extolled murder, but on the contrary, it has always 
been deplored and condemned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nag, you were wrong and you must withdraw' 
those words. 

Revwml B. A. NAG: As you have ordered me, I withdraw, but you 
will find it in the printed report; it is not with us yet, it may come to 
our liunds in about two months time. Secondly, they believe, they 
might be led to believe, they are likely to believe that after all, the 
Council members are not so opposed to tlieir action, since because of 
their actions they were pleading with the Council to do certain things 
which woukl placate them. So I say that it is most unwise to 
introduce such a motion at this time which will give the terrorists any 
idea timt there is anybody in tliis Council who will in any way have 
any sympathy or any appearance of sympatliy with these people. 
Secondly, to take the thing by itself. Supposing an Indian has the 
portfolio of law’ and order; I have no objection to that, I am not 
supporting that a European should have it. If this motion were moved 
a year ago, without any reference whatever to any terrorist action, I 
would have supported it. I would say by all means let us have it, but 
what I complain against, is the unwisdom at present of introducing 
•uch a motion. On the other hand, I would say that the terrorists are 
no respecters of persons, they have killed Indians as wrfl as Enropsans. 
Moreover, I would like to know whether any of the existing Minmters 
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or anilbody who may yet be appointed, would very mnch appreciate the 
offer Ihat is intended in the resolution moved liefore us. The terrorists 
have not got Mr. Prentice’s brothers, sisters or cousins in this countryi 
to wreak their vengeance upon them, but the Ministers have all their 
relations in this country, and I would say, woe unto the Minister who 
would be called upon to introduce ways and means to check the terrorist 
movement. I have heard of a friend of mine, whose only fault has been 
that he has not supported the popular movement, and has aJw^ays 
opposed the laudatory motions in favour of wune of the murderers that 
be has received a letter, a threatening letter, from the terrorists that 
his life is in danger. 1 heard only last week that an Indian police 
officer got a letter that it was not their purpose to kill Indian |H)licemen, 
but if they stood in their way, they would not hesitate to kill them. 
Terrorists are no respecters of persons. Mr. Chatterjee’s idea that 
transferring the portfolio from one man to another is a sufficient 
panacea for all the evils, is certainly mistaken 

Mr« B« Ca CHATTERdEEa Sir. the speaker is very inaudible. 

R0var0ficl Ba Aa NAG: Sir, if the Indian niemher will have the port- 
folio, .still the person behind the Indian memher is the (iovernor 
himself, and how does it remedy the evil unless it is demanded that the 
Governor should he the one who ought to he the constitutional Governor 
responsible to the people of this country P Hut he would he still there 
and therefore I say that the introduction of this motion at this time is 
very unwise, particularly unwise in this (\mncil where the members 
have been indulging in their pastime of Ministry -hr<‘aking. 1 would 
like to see u Mini.ster with the portfolio of law and order coming to 
this Council and every time iiHitioiis of mwonfidence being brought 
before the Council, if the Swarajists are here, and Mr. Chatterjeo 
assures that they will be here if liis resolution is carried, the motion 
will be carried, and the Minister would he nowhere. Is that the kind 
of thing Mr. Chattorjee ejci>ectsP I hope not. 

I would appeal to the memliers of this Council, one and all, let us 
not simply indulge in passing resolutions about murders and terrorist 
movements, hut let us try and .stamp out this movement of terrorism. 
This resolution of Mr. Chatterjee’s is a popular one, and I can under- 
stand that anyone condemning it here will Ik* condemned elsewhere, 
but that does not matter. We have our responsibilities in the matter; 
the aituation is very grave and the country at large ought to know that 
there is no sympathy whatever in any way with tlie terrorist movement, 
and we do not agree that the transfer of the portfolio will do any good 
at this stage. Another important point is that this speech of 
Mr. Chatterjee'a will give the tenorists an idea, the outside public an 
idea, that the thing happened because Mr. Prentice was in charge of 
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the portfolio, and if an Indian Minister had been there, this would not 
have happened. That is certainly very unfair to Mr. Prentice. With 
these words I oppose this motion. 

Mr# W« Ct WORDSWORTHS Mr. President, Sir, there is no one in 
this House who does not deplore with Mr. Chatterjee the tragic 
occurrence, fortunately not calamitous, in the Senate House the other 
day, hut ther(‘ are quite a number, and among them the European group 
for which I speak, who fail to draw with him the same practical 
conclusions. We know that an attempt was made to murder our 
Governor, we can rejoice that it failed and we ran take pride in the 
courage of the Vice-Cliancellor, without believing that it is necessary, 
because of them, suddenly to transfer three or four men from one side 
of this House to the other. We have of lale discussed the condition of 
the Province; we did so some days ago with, I believe, (onsiderable 
dignity and considerable responsibility, and it was generally acknow- 
ledged by the House, that the Province was in a very nnliappy condition. 
A few days later there occurred the events at ('ollege Squirre. How 
can we believe that the proposal put liefore us now by Mr. ('batterjee 
would prevent any recurrence of the Iturible attempts, and crimes which 
have taken away from us many men whom wv lm\e lejoiced to know 
as intimate friends We agree with Mr. ('h;jtterjee in his desire to see 
the Province happy, to see the cure of this terrible poison, but many 
of us, I imagine, do not agree with him in the prescription he would 
advise. How can the substitution of Ministers for E.vecutive Members 
improve the situation Mr. Nag lias raised certain very pertinent 
points. May I emphasise one consideration he made that, unfortunate 
as Mr. Prentice’s situation is, in that lie is subjected to all kinds of 
attack and all kinds of imjmrtuiiities, he is happier than any Indian 
Minister responsible to this House or to the public would be in bis 
situation, in that he is spared the social importunities to which any 
Indian Minister in his place would he subjected. There are many here 
who assume that sooner or later the Treasury Henches in our Council 
will he occupied witirely by Ministers responsible to the legislature. I 
have no wish here now to say anything that may he interpreted as 
either approval or disapproval of that possibility. These matters are 
under consideration elsewhere, and our present discussion is not on the 
advi.sahility or inadvisability of having a Bench entirely of Indians or 
of responsible Ministers, hut on the desirability of having such a Bench 
at once because an attempt was made on the life of the Governor a few 
days ago. 


5-15 p.m. 

This motion is bewildering for that reason. We have again and 
again discussed the conditions of the Province. The attack on the 
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QovenuiK is flomething new in that it was an attack on the Governor, 
but looked at from another point of view it ia but an addition to the 
Provinoe’i long black record, and we have no reason that I am aware 
of — and we certainly have had no reason put before u« by Mr. Ohatterjee 
— to believe that the change he propos^n would bring an end at once to 
theae unhappy events. 

As many know, I move considerably among Indian students, and 
spend a great deal of my leisure time in activities connected with the 
University, the colleges and schools, and I may say here that what 
happened at the Senate House is felt everywhere by st\idents in Cab utta 
as a stain on their Province, a staifi on their University and a stain on 
themselves. Hut what more do we know bef'ause of it than w'e knew a 
few weeks ago!'' We knew that tliere was ternirisni in Hengal, w^e 
know that there is terr(»ri,sm, and we fear tliat there will be terrorism. 
We know little else. Mr. ('hatterjee has tried to persuade that the 
terrorist mentality i.s .sjich that a change in the c<mstitution of this 
Uouncil. a change in tlie constitution of our tiovernment. will lead to 
a change of mind and temj>cr and outlook in themselves and eimhle us 
to put hehind us as an tin|deusant, a tragit*. memory all that has been 
hapj>ening for the last two years. 

Hut what do W’e know of the terroi ists.'" Mr. Chatterjee himself said 
in one part of his speei h that the poliee know practically nothing, and 
they are specially e(iiiipped and sj>ccially deputed to know as much as 
can be letirnt about teri(»rism. All tlic ies( of us (un onl\ infer their 
temper from their activities. That thes usi‘ school girls as instruments 
for their heinous j)urposes jiist as they have for long n.sed school boys 
really tells ns nothing more, ami « ertaiiily it does not tell us, it does not 
justify us in believing, that we should bring about any great change 
in their mentality by transferring three or four men from thesi* benches 
here to the bench on the President’s right. If Mr. (’Imtteijee could 
put evidence before us. if he could convince us that these happy 
results would follow from the change that he suggests, a much-harassed 
Government, I imagine, would jump at the idea. For the greatest 
evil in Hengal of recent years i.s this terrorism, and the greatest neces- 
sity for the happiness and health of the province is to get rid of this 
terrorism. Hut while we know nothing about tbe terrorists exeept what 
we see in their artivities, have we any reason to believe that they care 
twopenee for this Council or its constitution or the Executive MemWrs 
or Ministers? How can we l»elieve that the substitution of resp(»nsible 
Ministers for Executive Members, tw’o of whom are Indians, would 
make any great change in their mentality? Even if it did attract their 
attention, what reason have we for believing that it will lead to that 
change of heart and mind that we all desire to see? Mr. Chatterjee 
asked us not to make debating points. I have tried to avoid them. I 
wish I could say the same of Mr. Chatterjee. I may refer to one remark 
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of hii. He drew a distinction between Goremment sermHts, that there 
are some who serve and some who rule. May 1 suggest that his di8«> 
tinction is so subtle as to be unreal? The prime function of a Govern- 
ment is to rule, a Government that failed to rule would be doing bad 
service to the public, the best service that a Government and every 
member of Government can do for the country is to give it the best 
government that is possible (and included in that term “best govern- 
ment” is a defence as efficient as possible against organised crimes and 
lawlessness and at the same time the doing all that is humanly possible 
to remove causes of discontent and bring the people back to happy rela- 
tions with their Government whatever form that Government, may 
assume.) May I, therefore, remind Mr. Chatterjee that while on the 
oTtc side this Government is fighting as resolutely as it can against tiiis 
organised crime and lawlessness, it is on the other side doing all that it 
can to expedite constitutional advance; and we who take any part in 
public afl’airs should help this Government both by supporting it in its 
measures against lawlessness and by contributing to the best of our 
power to constitutional progress. 


Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 1 am 
sorry that my friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee has brought a motion like 
this at this inopiwrtune moment. The question ab(»ut the transfer- 
ence of certain departments, specially of law and order to the popular 
minister, is not the main problem. The grant of piovincial autonomy 
in the immediate future is assured luit the occasion that has led 
Mr. Chatterjee to suggest such a welcome projmsal is what I cannot 
personally support. Ife says that the terrorists are c(»mmitting crimes 
in the country and the terrorists will l>e pacified if responsibility be 
given to the Executive Member in charge of law and order. I do 
not Iwlieve that my friend is right when he thinks that the terrorist 
outrages will be over if resjmnsibility would be shifted to the popular 
Mini.ster, My frien<l pi-ohably knows as a matter of fact that these 
terrorists are not that class of persons who would be pacified for 
anything less than complete independence. My friend prol>ably 
knows that the (\»ngie»s which represent practically the moderate 
sections of the extremists do not care for provincial autonomy. They 
will not lie satisfied even if provincial autonomy is immecliately 
granted. That lieiiig the fact before us and the further fact that the 
ideal of the extremist section — the terrorist section of the Congress — 
is complete separftion of India from British connection, being well 
known to the public, I cannot for one moment think that mere 
transference of power from the executive side to the ministerial side 
will solve the problem in the least. I do not know for whom 
Mr. Cl^tterjee has been speaking. T know he is a sincere gentlenum 
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with fiftl idww. Peroonally I have great admiration for the pereonaiity 
of Mr« {lhatterjee. But I fail to uuderetand whom he is repreeentiiig 
here when he aays that the mere transference of certain powers from 
one side to the other — responsible both to the legislature and to the 
Governor — will satisfy the fiery element outside. Had this not lK»en 
the case, I would have gladly walked with Mr. Chatterjee to the same 
lobby but I honestly believe — and I think my friend will ot'cept my 
word when I say that I am really honest in my belief — that this 
patchwork will not pacify the people whom he wants to pacify. It is 
not their ideal at any rate of those wlunii my friend Mr. Chatterjee 
professes to speak. Mr. (’hatterjee has rendered very useful services 
to his country- but 1 am afraid the people whom he is speaking for 
do not believe in what he pmfesses, and I accordingly am of opinion 
that these people cannot be pacified by anything less than independence 
and as a Muhammadan I cannot accept this pmjMisition of 
Mr. Chatterjee. That being the case I am not in a jwsition to 
understand w*hom Mr, (^hatterjee represents in this matter. I am 
again to repeat that I am constrained to say that I cannot support 
him. Further, I am really sorry that he has chosen a moment like 
this for discussing a subject of vital importance. I would accordingly 
appeal to him that, in view of what I have said, he will Im^ good 
enough to withdraw his motion, and, if necessary, bring it forward 
again before another Council — if this Council is not piolouged — and 
we will heartily support him then; but for the present 1 would appeal 
to him to withdraw it. 


b-lO p.m. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtU: From the sjieef'hes that we 
have heard in opposition to the motion this aftem<M)n it appears to me 
that the opposition is based on not a very firm ground. The 
opposition that we have heanl up till novr is that the reinmly suggested 
by Mr. Chatterjee will not reform the terrorist in Bengal. I axis quite 
sure that my friend Mr. Chatterjee in bringing forward his resolution 
never intended it to be taken that if this resedutiem were carried and 
given effect to by the Government, the terrorist movement would cease 
thereby. But I take it that what he meant by his resolution and 
what he does still mean by bis resolution, is that by taking the 
measures suggested by him you can stop the recruitment of fresh 
members to the terrorist gang now. My esteemed friend 
Mr. Wordsworth has said that if evidence were brought before him 
that would prove that reemitment to the terrorist gang would be 
scotched by having reconrse to this proposal, then he would accept it. 
Well, Sir, I am going to bring forward evidence which I submit is 
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rmy oogmt and very pertinent. Members of this Houm are aware 
that the poor girl — I advisedly call her a poor girl — who was the 
assailant of His Excellency the Governor 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you should refer to any 
individual. 

Mr. N AREN DR A KUMAR BA8U: But the resolution refers to 
that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The resolution does not refer to any particular 
person. 

The Hon*bl0 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The rase has been finished. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The case is over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So soon as that! why did not j'ou say that at 
the beginning F However, you may refer to the girl incidentally if 
you so desire. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: So fur ns this girl is concerned, 
she pleaded guilty in the High Court to-day and she made a long 
statement before the Court and I would ask gentlemen of the Council 
to read that statement very carefully when it is out in the papers 
to-morrow if Mr. Prentice allows the publication of that statement. 
I had the privilege of reading it and I say without any hesitation 
that it brought tears to my eyes, I can assure you, Sir, and the 
House through you, that up till now I have never set my eyes on the 
girl, never seen her, but I have been assured on what I think to be 
the very highest authority, that she was one of the most God-fearing 
and gentlest of girls going, that she was a universal favourite in the 
Diocesan College where she hud been a student, that she had been 
brought up in a very highly religious family and that her mother was 
a sister (jf the late Professor Benoyendra Nath Sen, than whom a more 
saintly man never entered the portals of the Presidency College as 
ProfevS.Hor. The statement she made in the Court was touching in the 
extreme, giving reasons for her having taken this step, saying that 
she w^as very much soirv' for what she had done and was extremely 
glad that Providence had spared the life of His Excellency the 
Governor and that of l<ady Jackson. She said that thinking of the 
way in w^hich the country was ruled at present and thinkinir of the 
rule of Ordinances, thinking over the incidents at Chittagong and 
Hijli, thinking of the non^pnblication of the Chittagong Report (the 
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Hob’]^ Mr. Prentice will believe it that I did not inspire tbit •tate> 
meat)* tbinking of the oiitragen tHimniitted in her native diatrict of 
Chittagong which she said she had never visited, and thinking of the 
wrong done to her sister who was t oiivicted by (\)iirt on testimony which 
she says was false and put into jail as an ordinary criminal, thinking of 
all these things, it entered her head that it would be better to be dead 
than alive in a country like ours, and she thought that the surest way 
to death wonld be the killing of some one in authority. She has in 
her statement apologised to the Calcutta University, and her fellow 
students, apologisetl to all sections of the public for her conduct in 
having behaved like that in the Senate House. I do say that here is 
evidence to show' that the present {wlicy followed in the countiy is 
not only not desti-oying the tern)ri8t movement but is actually 
aggravating it. Therefore it is high time that Government took the 
hint and mended the way in which the present government is being 
carried on. I suhniit this is cogent evidence in which even 
Mr. WordswoHh might have trust and this evidence fully demonstrates 
that the wn^'s of Government are themselves the means of making 
terrorists. There is absolutely im evidence wdiatsoever, so far os I 
know, that this gill had been ever a member of any terrorist gang 
before, or that she had Wen caught hold of by ony terrorist gang. If 
her statement he accepted, she was driven to it by the misdeeds of 
the Government. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA: II <iw <li<l shi' (Mtine to tltt> ie\olver? 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Cuhu wants to know how 
she got the revolver. Unfortunately I am neither a venicious news- 
paper corresi>ondent nor a person in the confidence of the girl- I 
can only tell the House what the girl said in her statement liefore the 
Court. There was no (juestion asked alnnit her revedver and how' she 

got it. But I <lo say that there is nothing to show' on re«‘ord up till 

now that the revolver had been supplied to her by a terrfirist agency 

and it is very much truer to say that the girl was <‘imstraine<l to 

doing what was against her better nature and against her whole 
history and antece<lents by the thought of the wrong ilone to her 
couiitr>\ Therefore I say that Mr. Chatterjee is absolutely right 
when he says that one w'ay to stop the terrorist movement would be U) 
change the mode of government in this country by the transference 
of law and order and other departments to a popular Minister. It is 
said that the terroriit doee not care what form of government obtains 
In the country. I quite agree, but I do say that if you cannot make 
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Ik* exifting terrorist harmless, you can certainly stop freak recmit- 
ment to the terrorist ranks by sympathetic and kind treatment by an 
officer who is not steeped in the so-called traditions of the Indian Civil 
Service. 

Tlli Hofl’bit Mfi W« D. R» PRENTICE; I think it is just as well 
that the Council should know the attitude of Government with regard 
to this motion. I am afraid when we decided upon our attitude we 
thought that Mr. Chatterjee would try and make an attempt at a 
serious contribution towards the discussion of the constitutional 
problem and not base his appeal on emotionalism and bad taste. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: (Inaudible in the Reporters’ gallery). 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: However I am not going 
to pumue Mr. Chatterjee into his discussion of the motives which 
animate Government officers when they perform the duties with which 
they are entrusted, nor am I going to follow Mr. N. K. Basu info a 
disi'ussion of the statement made by the unfortunate girl who has 
been convicted by the High Court of the outrage, on which 
Mr. Chatterjee has hung his motion. I got up to raise a point of 
order and I am sorry it did not appeal to Mr. Chatterjee. I got up 
to point out the difficulty in which Mr. Chatterjee’s change in the 
form of the motion has landed him and us. He must have forgotten 
what the exact wording of the motion, on which he was speaking, was. 
I wanted to point out that the wording of the motion he is now 
moving, is to transfer all the portfolios of the Presidency to Ministers 
responsible to the Legislature, whereas in the original form, if he will 
read it carefully, he did bear in mind the legal point to which he has 
himself referred, riz.^ that it would W illegal to transfer all the 
jwrtfolios. That is u point which he himself made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are you referring toP 

Tht Hon'bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That was one of his points. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Probably you are thinking of another motion 
ol hisP 

TIm H*il*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: At least it was o&e that 

was forwarded to me by the Council Department. 

Mr. PRBStDlNTl You are, I am afraid, mixing up th* two — 
they are not one and the same motion. 
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Tll%||M*blt Mr. W. D. Ra PRiNTIOtl However, I was going to 

say that Mr. Chattwjoo has himself relieved me of the necessity of 
discussing the first point to which Government have paid a certain 
amount of attention, namely, the legality of what he proposes. 

545 p.m. 

Governm^t realise that there is a serious le^l question involved on 
which they have got to take advice and they have not had the time 
to examine that l^al pKiint carefully. That is one of the reasomi 
which has led them to the conclusion that they should leave the matter 
to the decision of the uon-otticiaj members of this Council. If the 
motion is passed they will be glad to examine the resolution in all its 
details and foi^ard the procemlings of today’s debate with their 
remarks to the Government of India for such action as the Government 
of India may think fit to take. By this they are not to be understood 
as admitting that the resolution can legally be brought into effect in 
the form in which it has now been submitted to the Council. That is 
the first point. 

Then we went on to examine how effect could be given to this 
resolution. Supposing this can In* legally done, what ore the projier 
steps to be taken F As I expei'led, Mr. Chatterjee pointeil out that it 
could be done, if it should l>e done at all, by the modification of the 
second schedule attached to the Devolution Rules. Under section 45A 
of the Act that can only be done by the Secretary of State in (Council. 
When I looked to the Devolution Rules I found that the original 
rules had been pa.s.sed with the approval of both Houses of Parliament. 
Whether this modification is to be made by the Secretary of Slate in 
(Council with or without the appn>vul of lioth Houses of I’arliument, 
in neither case can we ignore the fact that the Parliament is already 
considering the question of how to revise the present system of 
administration. It has had the Round Table Conference twice in 
session and in ccntiiiuntion it has sent out to India ftarliatnentary 
committees to investigate and work out the details which are rei]uired 
for building the framework of the new constitution. It seisms doubt- 
ful, therefore, whether, when Parliament is engaged in that work, 
the Secretary of State would l>e willing to c^msider such questions as 
are raised by the resolution, relating to the present constitution. And 
our doubts on this point are strengthened when we remember that in 
January, 1931, the Prime Minister ma<le a speech in which he said — 

"One or two of you who have had large experience of administm- 
iion have pressed upon us that under the existing Government of India 
Act some ihipgs of importance could be done by administration, to 
bring Indian administrative action more into accord with declamtieni 
made here than is the case to-day. We cannot comment onroeBres ns 
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to whether this is so or not, but we propose, in consuitation with 
Indians of administrative experience, to explore that, and as the 
result of exploring we shall take action or otherwise.’* 

That was in January, 19^1. Presumably action was taken and 
though we do not know what the actual results were, we can, I think, 
assume from the fact that no orders on these lines have issued that 
serious difficulties were discovered in trying to work out that policy. 
That is perhaps some indication of what the results will be if this 
Council passes this resolution and we send it on for further 
consideration. 

There is another aspect of this case. Supposing the procedure 
pressed upon us by the resolution were adopted, the members of this 
Council must realise that it will almost inevitably mean a new election 
and a new Council before the resolution can be brought into effect. 
For if there is going to be a transfer of all departments, or all except 
one, to Ministers responsible to the Council, it is obviously necessary 
to try and see that the Council is representative of the province. 
Now, Mr. Chatterjee has admitted that a large section of the 
inhabitants of Bengal are not represented here at all, and indeed his 
argument is that that party will come into this Council as soon as the 
new system is introduced, and he thinks that it will be a great 
advantage, as undoubtedly it will be, if all the sections of the 
inhabitants co-operate in trying to run the Government. But if the 
Swarajists come into the Council this will considerably alter the com- 
plexion of this Council. 

There is another section of this (Council to be considered and I do 
not know whether they will approve of the transfer of all subjects, or 
all except one, to Ministers on the present distribution of seats between 
the different communities. I imagine — and indeed this view has been 
openly expressed to me — that a certain section of the members of this 
Council will strongly object to this. 

Then there is the third difficulty. In the present Council there is 
a large group of officials. Is it going to be a really responsible 
Government if we have everything in the charge of Ministers and a 
large block of officials sitting l>ehind the Ministers? I can well piciure 
the situation that might arise if the Ministers were saved from defeat 
by official votes. 

Those are some of the difficulties that present themselves. There 
are further administrative difficulties into which I do not want to 
enter. But I may just remind the House of one. We are carrying 
on under a system whereby on the reserved side if the safety of the 
province requires a certain thing to be done, it can be done. Bnt if 
there is transfer of all powers, the Minister may ffnd himself in an 
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impcM«ilile poMtion. For these powers will not be available then. 
I can aamire the Council that if we were satisfied that the procedure 
recommended by Mr. Chatterjee would bring about the results which 
he eipects we would certainly welcome it. Any step which will 
restore peace and order in Bengal and remove the menace of terrorism 
will not be opposed by any member, official or non-official. But I 
think there can be two opinions on the question whether the result 
anticipated by Mr. Chatterjee will in fact W brought about by what 
he has proposed. Parliament at present is doing its Wst to evolve a 
new constitution and, it is, I submit. Ijetter to wait for the results of 
those deliberations, rather than press for the change which 
Mr. Chatterjee has suggested, and which I am jarfectly certain will 
not produce the results which he expects. 

Babtl dITENDRALAL BANNERdEEs Sir, with the best of good 
wishes, I could neither follow nor appreciate the line of argtiment 
adopted by my friend, Mr. B. C. Chatterjee. To me the whole of his 
resolution and the speech which he delivered in support of the resolu- 
tion seemed to be a long piece of non-sequitur — a glaring instance of 
inconsequential reasoning. Mr. Chatterjee cast his net very wide and 
wanted to drag in all manner of people and all sorts of interests within 
the meshes of his sophistics. He said that, if hi,s remedy we^e adopted 
— and if, instead of Mr. Prentice, we had Mr. Faroqui or Mr. Naxim- 
uddin as Minister in charge of Law and Justice, a sort of magical 
transformation would be effected. Terrorism will disappear from the 
land ; the Swarajists would be placated and would come tumbling over 
heads and heels in their eagerness to enter the Council ; and — most 
tempting of all promises — Kuropean trade would revive and the boy- 
cott would break down. 

These were large orders to give, and let us see how he proceeds to 
fulfil them. Take the cas? of the Swarajists first. Mr. Chatterjee 
sought to fortify his opinion on this branch of the matter by quoting 
the high authority of Mr. Naliniranjan Sarkar. But Mr. Naliniranjan 
Sarkar is neither the dictator nor the Pope of the Congress. There is 
only one body that i.s competent to speak on behalf of the Congress — 
and that is the Working Committee of the Congress: and, among 
individuals, there is but one individual that is competent to pledge 
his word on behalf of the Congress, and that is Mahatma Gandhi. And 
so far as Mr. Gandhi and the Working Committee, there is not the 
least sign of any change of attitude on their part : in spite of the utmost 
concession that the Bound Table Conference are prepared to suggest, 
they refuse to be placated and tbeir ban against Council entry still 
stands. 

As for the terrorists, I do not know who among us is competent 
to speak for them. But it seems to me that in suggesting that with 
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the terrorists it is a question of who is to be entrusted with the port- 
folio of Law and Justice, Mr. Cbatterjee is doing a grave piece of in- 
justice to their mentality. Sir, the terrorists have their own philosophy 
of action ; that philosophy may be utterly distasteful to you and us — 
that has nothing whatever to do with the matter— but they have their 
own philosophy and they are rigid in following their philosophy in 
practice. The terrorist is not a constitutional reformer; he does not 
care for the wrongs, defects and anomolies of the constitution; his 
attitude is permanently and fundamentally anti-British — he wants to 
drive out the English from the land — and the method he adopts is by 
the spread of terror — by indiscriminate slaughter. Again, I say, that 
I have nothing to do with the morality or otherwise of his objective; 
but the objective is there, and there is no use in blinking the fact. 


Sir, I should like to join issue with every statement contained in 
Mr. Chutierjee's resolution. He begins by saying that a * 'situation*’ 
has arisen in the country owing to the Convocation outrage. But, what 
situation? The attempt on the life of Sir Stanley Jackson — deeply 
as we rejoice in His Excellency’s providential escape — did not mark any 
pew departure. So far as the quality and character of the action was 
concerned, it was in no way different from the murder of Mr. Peddie, 
the murder of Mr. Stevens, or the murder ot many other oflStdals, high 
and low. It was only a further and striking illustration of the lament- 
able fact that terrorism has stuck its roots deep into the soil, that the 
poison has gone far, very far, and that it cannot he stamped out save 
by the special and united effort of all. 


Mr, Cluitterjee then says that the situation mu.st he effectively 
dealt with. Well and good. But what steps does he propose, what 
remedy does he suggest? Why, by transforming certain departments 
of Government from the Keserced to the Transferred side I A more 
lame and impotent conclusion I could not well conceive. Consider 
the number of assumptions it involves. It involves that the terrorists 
are keenly interested in the working of the present constitution, that 
they want to improve the machinery of the administration, and that, 
as the readiest means of achieving their object, they are committing 
a few murders by the way. The situation has only to be stated in 
order to demonstrate its utter hollowness. The only way of combat- 
ing terrorism would be, not by transforming a few departments from 
one set of individuals to another — a more hopeless or inadequate 
remedy I could not well conceive — but by the force of strong, passionate 
and organised public opinion. And I am ashamed to have to confess 
that this public opinion does not now exist in this country. We condemn 
tarrorism in the Council, we condemn it in public meetings ; but do we 
condemn it in the privacy of our homes and family circles — in the 
famiMar intimacy of our daily conversation and life? My sentiiiiants 
may be unpalatable to many people but the fact of the matter is that 
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we do it>t. Nay, we glorify the perpetrators of these acts, we make 
martjrlh "Pf them and we seek to justify their conduct on high grounds 
of policy and patriotism. Sir, in ray twenty years* experience of publio 
life, I have known but one Indian politician who was passionate, vehe* 
raent and outspoken in his condemnation of terrorism — and that mail 
was Sir Surendranath Banerjea. The words I heard from his lips in 
1908 are still ringing in my ears. “Cut off my right hand** he said 
“tear me in pieces, rather than commit these acts.” But we are a weak 
and anmmic race of politicians in these days: We dare not speak out 
the truth within us for fear least we lose our popularity, for fear lest 
we lose ground w*ith the multitude. And so long as this weakness 
lingers in our midst so long terrorism will continue to grow and 
flourish in the land. But if we do want to stamp out this great evil 
from the country, we must be passionate and whole-Ho\iled in our 
condemnation of terrorism — and we must do more — we must so shape, 
strengthen and formulate public opinion that the very name of terrorism 
may be an abomination unto <mr people. 

f At G-5 p.m, the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at G-15 p.m.] 


feir LAMCELOT TRAVERI: Sir, after the speech that we have 
just heard — a speech not only of remarkable eloquence but of remark* 
able honesty ami courage, I shall not detain the House very long. But 
I would first of all wish to draw the attention of the 
Council to the fact that at the end of the Hound Table 
Conference the other day the Prime Minister said quite frankly 
that the British Government would have preferred the introduction of 
provincial autonomy as soon as it could possibly be managed; with 
Federation of some responsibility at the Centre later. It is quite 
obvious that Federation takes sr» much longer to prepare. But, Sir, 
he said that the question had been raised at the Conference itself and 
speaker after speaker had said that they desired that the two things 
should go together and tliat provincial autonomy should not be intro- 
duced until Federation with some responsibility came into operation 
at the same time. It was, therefore, the Prime Minister said, in 
deference to Indian opinion that the British Government would do iU 
best to hurry on with the two measures together. 

Now, I suggest to this Council that this motion of Mr. Chatterjee 
» in reality a motion for provincial autonomy. On the other hand, 
we have Government offices all over India in every province striving 
to deal with the mass of work in connection with the introduction of 
the two thiny^. If, at the same time, we are going to introduce ihtd 
this province, at any rate, another tremendous innovation, 1 say ilik 
administration would hardly be able to bear ibe strain. 
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Sir, Mr. Chatterjee, in hia speech which was also eloquent, has 
enggeated the transfer of '"Law and Order’' to Indian Ministers. I 
presume I may take it from what Mr. Chatterjee has said that one of 
the things that Indian Ministers would do would be to grant an amnesty 
to political detenus. Now, Sir, if that should be so, I would ask the 
Ck)uncil to think over for a moment in the present state of things in 
this Province what would be the effect on the police service. The whole 
of that service has been worried to death and if, on the top of what 
they are doing now, they have the whole of the political detenus 
released, 1 think it would also be too much of a strain for the police force 
in this Province. 

Sir, there are one or two points which our community would wish to 
make perfectly clear. We, the European Association, were at first in 
favour of provincial autonomy as soon as it could possibly be managed. 
We are, however, not in favour of this transfer at the present moment. 
We think that it would not be just to the Province and to the Indian 
Ministers themselves to have this responsibility now. We shall much 
prefer this transfer to wait until the time is more happy and I trust 
myself that it will not be long. Particularly with regard to the 
question of police — you may call it “Law and Order,” my community 
are not in favour of this transfer at any time to either a Hindu or a 
Muhammadan Minister. We think that in the state of affairs in this 
Province, the communal feeling as it is at present, the position of either 
a Hindu or a Muhammadan Minister would be almost impossible. As 
a way out of the difficulty we ourselves jjrefer a Britisher to retain the 
control and we say it quite plainly that we prefer an official and as the 
next best a non-official European, or we might consider as a compromise 
a Board of a Hindu, a Moslem and a European. In the present state 
of communal feeling we are against “Law and Order” being handed 
over either to a Hindu or to a Muhammadan Minister. 


Mf« KHWAdA 8ALA*UD*DIN« Sir, before speaking on the motion 
of Mr. B. 0. Chatterjee 1 wish to express my sincere congratulation 
to His Excellency Sir Stanley and Lady Jackson on the courage and 
coolness they had shown on the occasion of the dastardly attampt on 
the life of His Excellency, and also to express my admiration of courage 
shown by the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. (Hear! 
Hear!) 

We are grateful to the Almighty for His Excellency’s providential 
escape. Sir Stanley, I trust, will not judge Bengal by such mad acts 
of a few misguided youths. The people of this great Province, 
sincerely deplore and condemn such crimes unreservedly. As the 
youngest member of this House, and one who is always coming 
into contact with the youths of the Province, I can assure the House that 
the young people here fully realise their responsibility to their duty. 
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and stiXongly deplore the crime which is a stigma on the fair name of 
Bengal. It is acknowledged by all the welbwishers of the motherland 
that saoh a crime as was committe<l the other day is not only a disgrace 
to the country, but is really hampering the progress and advancement 
of India and is prolonging the country's bondage. 

The terrorists are greater enemies of the progressive and nationalist 
India than they are of those whom they try to kill. I am sure that the 
terrorists are the real supporters of the British die-hard.s like Mr. 
Churchill, liord Idoyd and men of their kind, who would do their best 
to keep the freedom of our countrv from us till doomsday. 

I welcome the suggestion of Mr. H. C. Chatterjee that portfolios 
of law and order be transferred to a Minister responsible to this Council, 
but I have great doubt that by such a change it will be possible for the 
Government to satisfy the demands of the people of Bengal. 1 think 
the only way the Government can satisfy the public opinion is by 
handing over the real power to the representativi's of this Province. 

Some of my friends may think that by having full provincial 
autonomy, we may find Mr, Sen Gupta and Maulana Abul Ealam Aiad 
in place of Mr. Man* and Mr. Prentice. I am not afraid of having 
Mr. Sen Gupta and Maulana Abul Kalam A*ad in plu(‘e of Messrs. Marr 
and Prentice. (Hear! Hear I) 

In 1924 when the fir.st time the British labour party found themselves 
in the position of forming the Government, there was a huge cry 
throughout Great Britain by tory die>hurds that if Mr. Macdonald was 
allowed to become His Majesty’s Chief Minister and Mr. Snowden, the 
Chancellor of Kxche(juer, Knglund, will cease to l)e of any importance. 
The Daily Mail and other popular Knglish papers appealed to the late 
Ix)rd Oxford to save England and the E)mpire. But I/)rd Amiuith and 
Oxford refused to believe that England would be ruined by Messrs. 
Macdonald A Co. 

The great leader of once a great liberal party showed great statesman- 
ship, and it was only because of his good judgment that it was possible 
for a conservative House of Commons, to-day, to have Mr. Macdonald 
as Prime Minister of a Tory Cabinet. So by granting provincial 
autonomy the Government may possibly turn Mr. Sen Gupta to a more 
stronger supporter of law and order than Mr. Prentice. I am afraid this 
year will not see the birth of the provincial autonomy, but if the 
Government can hand over some of the important portfolios to such 
persons who will be responsible for their action to the representatives of 
the people of Bengal, we may find the public opinion behind the 
Government. 

Sir, for the last fifteen years the Govemmtjnt as constituted at present 
have been trying to fight with terrorism bnt so far they have not 
succeeded. So 1 think the Government ought to give u chance to the 
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(iropoMl of Mr. B. C. Cbatterjee. I do not care if the Minkter in 
charge of law and order is not an Indian. I would welcome Mr. Prentice 
or Bir Lancelot Travers as Minister in charge of this department, pro- 
vided they possess the confidence of this House. (Applause.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Sir, we have had a very interesting 
dehate marred only by Mr. Prentice using some abusive words. It has 
absolutely illustrated what I have said about the mentality of the Civil 
Servants of the older type which is not quite understandable to us. 
But, Sir, whilst speaking about the pacification of the revolutionary 
party, I did not want the House to act merely on my word. I want the 
House to appoint three non-official members — one Hindu, one European 
and one Muhammadan — to go and interview those people who have 
been shut up in Buxa, Berhampore and Hijli, and ask their opinion on 
the matter which I have put before you. I am not asking the Govern- 
ment to a(‘t up to my suggestion if the internees themselves do not give 
their assurance on the point. 

Mr. Bannerjee in his speech has said that they do not want the 
transfer of law and order. I do not know if he has ever had occasion 
during trials or in any other way to try and ascertain the views of these 
men. He says that they are all for independence. How is it that 
when in 1920 Barindra Kumar Ohose, Pulin Beliari Das and others 
were brought back from the Andamans and other places they all settled 
down to work and gave up their anarchy, although they had all 
demanded complete independence? The reason was that the Reforms, 
in their opiniim, had given a sufficient start to India. 

As regards the present lot, why do you not awertain at first hand 
what their opinion is? I think they would all be agreeable to the 
suggestion I have made. On the earlier o<’casion, in 1919, I received 
letters from a lot of people in the Andamans and other deportation 
centres signifying their acceptance of the Reforms as giving India a 
real start on the road to freedom, on which India might very well give 
up revolution; and I may say that during the conversations I have had 
kith certain people who have been tried in different courts on various 
charges I have been able to ascertain the view that if such a miVacle as 
the transfer of the portfolio of public security to a Bengali Minister 
happens, these people will entirely revise their opinion about the 
British and their Government. 


6-30 p.m. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: May I ask a question? Is the future consti- 
tution of India going to be for the benefit of the terrorists only f 1 am 
not going to say very much more, though much remains to be said 
on this motion. But 1 would like to enter a protest, with ail the 
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empham I can command, against the remarks made in support of it, 
by Mr* Basu. So far as I understand Mr. Basu works on a system t>f 
logic . 

Mr> C« CHATTERdEE: The time is up; it is 6-30. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! Order, order. The time limit has been reached, 
and I declare that the discussion on this motion should cease. It will 
be taken as having been talked out 


The Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill, 1931. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as this is a 
very important matter, I would suggest that this item should be taken 
up to-morrow, as it is rather late, there will not he sufficient time to 
discuss it fully now, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Hoii’hle Minister does not wish to move 
his motion to-day, I think that the House will agree that the question 
bo taken up to-morrow at 3 p.rn. 


Adfournment. 

The Council w-as then adjourned till 3 p.in., on Tuesday, the 16th 
Fobruar}\ 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



[IfilH Fm., 


ProottAiigt of the Bongti Logitiathro Oouneil auoniMod andir tfio 
provitioiis of tfio Covonmiont of India Aot 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houae, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 16th February, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 


Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon*ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 112 
nominated and elected members. 


ttarrod Quiotiont 

(to arhieh oral antwon wort givon). 

Improvomont of atnttary oondition of Rplohahi. 

•4ft. Babu KlftHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon'blo Minister in charjfe of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleosetl to state — 

(i) whethor it is a fact that the population of the villagee in tbe 
south-east of the Rajshahi district is fast decreasing as 
reimrted in the Report on the Final Settlement Operations 
ill Rajshahi; and 

(ti) whether it ha^ been ascertained that such depopulation is 
mainly due to the blocking ol the drainage through the 
rivers Boroi and Narode and other connecting channels in 
that lotialityl^ 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the a£Brmative, what remedial 
measures, if any, are being taken or are in the conten^ilation ol 
Government, for improving the sanitary condition of the affected areaP 



QUESTIONS. 


1W2.| 

MlfliSTER in oliwg* of LOCAL •CLF^OVCRNMCNT 
OEPiaiTMCNT (Hit HotHilt Mr. RIJoy Prond tlni^ R«y): (a) <») 

A stalemMit showing vital statistics reported from this area for the 
last ten years is laid on the table. It shows an excess in deaths over 
births of 19,681 or approximately 12*8 per cent, on the figures for 
birOis in this period. 

(ii) It is difficuh to ascribe a local dec'rease in |x>pulaiiou to one 
specific cause; but the main factor making for unhealthy (x>ndiiions 
would appear to 1 h> not so much lack of drainage us the nee<l for 
intniducing silt-laden water through the river Borol ami its offtakes 
and other channels. 

(6) No project is at present |>ending. The ixreii was last ins])ooted 
from the view’point of public health in 1927, and it is proj^sed to cull 
for an up-to-date report. 




QUESTIONS. 


MMiiri SYED WmO MKtMs WiU tk^ HWble Minister be 
please^ to state from vbom he proposes to clfll for the up-to-date 
report? 

Tht Hon’liit Mr. BMOY PRMAO tllMSH ROYi From tha 
Public Health Department. 


Puri Pilgrim RmI. 

*48. BMni SATYA KINKAR SAHANAs (a) Is the Hnn’ble 
Minister in charg^e of the Lcxial SelMlovcrument Dt^partment aware 
that tho Ahalya Dni Road or the Puri Pilgrim Road (which branches 
from the Grand Trunk Road, north-west of Eonigunj) runs froiUi 
Raniganj through the districts of Bnnkura and Midnaj^ore towards 
PiiriP 

(b) Is the ITon'ble Minister aware that the said road is a provincial 
one and that it is in a tolerably motorablo condition? 

(c) Is the Ifon’bJe Minister aware that construction of one bridge 
over tho Dnmodnr liver south of llaniganj and a few other bridges 
over some small rivers will connect tho distri<'ts of Burdwan, Bankura 
and MidnajKjre and facilitate vehicular traffic all over tho throe 
districts P 

(d) If the answers to (a), (h) and (r) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister bo pleased to state whether the Government are 
cirnsidering the desirability of constructing the required bridges in the 
near future from the money allotted to this province from, the Road 
Development Funds? 

Tim Hon’bto Mr. BI40Y PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) The load is provincial, i.c., a Government road inaintainoii 
by the Public Works Dejxirtment excejii the fH>rtion from the Grand 
Trunk Rond to Rnniganj town and the ]x>rtions of the rood which fall 
within the juris^Rction of Bankura and Midnap>re municipalities. It 
is reported to he in a tolerably motorable condition. 

(c) At present there are the following unhridged rivers between 
llaniganj and the Orissa border: Damodar river, Dorakeswar river, 
Knnbera river, Herai river, Salye river, and Ooesye river. 

id) The bridging of this rood is not included in the five-year pro- 
gramme for works to be financed from the Central Rood Fund and it 
would appear from the list of bridges required that a project of this 
kind w<Mild be prohibitive in coet for armie time to come. 



im QUESTIONS. [16th Vm., 

Rivtr Polict Sub-lnipiclitr tenrlMi 

Mmliri ABDUL HAKIM 8 (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleaeed to state whether there is 
a departmental circular regulating the proportion of Hindus and 
Muhumnuidans in the RiTer Police Sub-Inspeoior Smwioef 

(h) What was the number of Hindus and Muhammadans in the 
said service, district b.y district, on the Slst December, 1931? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that a larger number of Muham- 
madan than Hindu sub-inspectors have been deputed to the service 
in contravention of tho requirements of the said circular? If so, why? 

(d) Do the Government intend taking early steps to restore the 
required pioportion? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (a) Yes. 

(b) A statenient is laid on the table. 

(c) and {(1) Yes. The reason for this disparity in numbers is l)eing 
inquired into, and action will be taken to restore the proportion 
according to the rule. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) of starred question 
question No, 30 showing the number of Hindus and Mnham- 
matlans in the River Police Suh^lnspector Sendee on the 31st 
Decembeff 1931. 


Diatriot from which tnuiiferred to 
tho River Pedioo. 

Number of 
Hindu tub- 
inspectore. 

Number of 
Muhammadan 
■uh-inspeictori. 

Total. 

Daooe 


2 

1 

3 

Mymeniingh 


1 

2 

3 

Feridpur 


1 


1 

«faipetgun 


2 

1 

2 

1 

Reagpur 

N^hali 



2 

1 

2 

1 

Rejehahi 

ChitUgong 



2 

1 

2 

1 

Pebne 



1 

1 

Tippora 



1 

1 

Total 

e 

12 

! 18 

i 


Mauivi BYED MAdID BAK8H: Will the Hon*ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether the River 
Police Service is particularly dangerous to life? 


Tho HotPhlo Mr. W. D» R« PRBNTIBEl Not as far as I am aware.. 
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Land AaqaisItioR Dipiity Coltaotar, M-Paiiatiai. 

Mr. P. BANERdlS Will the Hon*ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 

(i) the present Land Acquisition Deputy Collector of the 24-PajN 
ganas has been holding that office for more than five years; 
and 

(ti) that Mr. Moberly, as an Executive Councillor, had recorded 
in a note that no Laud Acquisition Officer should be in one 
place for more than three years? 

MEMBER in ehtrga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio HofPblo 
Sir B. B. Ghooo): (t) He completed five years in the post on the 31it 
January, 1932. 

(it) The note to which the member alludes cannot be traced unless 
he can say when and on what occasion it was recorded. 

MiUlvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that three years is the average 
duration of service for a Oovernnient servant? 

The Hofi’blo Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. Not a fac t. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAICSH: Will the Hon1>le Meinl)er l>e 
pleased to state why this gentleman was not transferred after the 
completion of three years' service? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Does not arise. 

MiliUry polkw visiting oerttin tohools in Chittagong. 

^S2. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: (n) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(f) that a large force of military police headed by two European 
officers entered the sc hool premises of Patiya, Kahatali and 
Saroatali High Schools (Chittagong) on fhe Slst August 
last; 

(tt) that some of the police assaulted the students indiscriminately; 

(iff) that some of the teachers in attempting to protest against the 
assaults were themselves beaten; 

(t>) that the Head Master of the Patiya High School, Chittagong, 
informed the Inspector of Schools, Chittagong Division, of 
the flogging of the students of bis school by the military 
police; 
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(r) that the Secretary of the Saroatali High School sported to the . 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal on the 2iid 
September about the conduct of the military police in his 
school; and 

(vt) that the University of Calcutta has addressed Government on 
the subject P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, Government have taken 
against the offenders? 

Mllliill Hi dhiili of POLITICAL IMEPARTMENT (tHo Noo^bli 
i|r. W. 0. R. Pmtioo): (a) (t) One party of military police under a 
European officer visited Patiya and Rahatali Schools, and another 
under another officer visited Saroatali School. 

(ii) Two boys of the Patiya School and eighteen of the Rahatali 
School were chastised. Boys of the higher classes at the Saroatali 
School were also chastised. 

(nV) No teacher appears to have Wen beaten. 

(iv) Yes. 

(v) Yes. 

(vi) Government have received no letter from the University on 
the subject but they have seen a letter addressed by the Registrar to 
the I^rivate Secretary to His Excellency the Chancellor on the subject 
of the Saroatali High English School incident. 

(b) As already announced Government hope to make a statement 
before the close of the session. 

Mr. tYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaseil to state whether these incidents have Wn the subject 
matter of inquiry by Mr. Nelson and Mr. Craig? 

TN HOfPMl Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing further to 
add to my answer. 

Mr. tYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the nature of the chastisement which is referred 
to in the answer. 

Tilt HofilRt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing further to 
add to my answer;. 

I|f. tYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEf t On a point of order, Sir, 

If the Hon’ble Member gives some information, then he oaa say that 
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no furthei information to give. But in thia caae he haa given 
no information, and is he entitled to say that he has nothing further 
to add to his answer? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I very much desire that all available in forma* 
tion should be given to the members of this House. But, I have 
pointed out times without number that our rules cannot compel a 
member of Government to answer a question which he does not want 
to answer. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal have instructed 
him to refuse to furnish further information in connection with 
supp'lemeniaty questions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: No. 

Mf^ 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hoirblo Member 
be pleased to state whether it is against public interest to inform the 
House that these incidents had been the subject matter of inquiry by the 
officers mentioned by me? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing further to 
add to my answer. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the chastisements were done under 
orders ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have nothing further to 
add to ray answer. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Member- 
in-charge be pleased to say who has supplied the information contained 
in the answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing further to 
add to my answer. 


Aeqiaieitieii el taiMi for the CtleiRU Cbont RallwMf. 

*88. Mr. P. BANERdl: (a) Will the Hoo’blo MemWr in charge 
of the Revenue D^jartment be jdeased to state whether it is a fact 
in casee arising out of the acquisition of some lands for the 
Calcutta Chord Baillray the previous Land Acquisition Deputy Collets 
tor of the 84-Parganas gave an award of about Be. 13,000 only ; but on 
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» reference the present incumbent compromised the case with the 
owner ot the land by making an award of aboat Bs. 50,000 f- 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
M'ember l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the details 
of the fig ares in respect of lands, building and compensation both In 
the first award of Rs. 18,000 and subsequent award of compromise? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er he pleased to state what steps Government j»iopose to take in 
the matter? 

The HOfl'Mo Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) No; the oompiDmise was 
effected by the Railway authorities, at whose cost the land was being 
acquiretl, with the consent of the Collector. The Land Acquisition 
Deputy Collector had no hand in the matter. In some of the cases 
covered by the compromise no award had been made. 

(6) and (c) Do not orise. 


Sub-Ragittry afiloa at Kilkinii Faridpur. 

*54. Mttiivi TAMIZUCDiN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware of a local 
feeling that exists that the abolition of the Sub-Registry office at 
Kalkini in the district of Faridpur has caused great hnnlshi]> to, and 
created much discrontent amongst, the inhabitants of the locality? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some parts of the thana 
Kalkini are aliout 40 minutes* journey from the Sub-Registry office at 
Madaripur under which the said thnnn has l)e€n placed after the aboli- 
tion of the office at Kalkini ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government have received several petitions 
from the inhabitants of Kalkini, Euayetnagar, Pangasia, etc., praying 
for the establiahment of the office at Kalkini? 

(f/) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the Government have arrived at a 
final decision in the matter? 

(f) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said office before its 
abolition laboured under the disadvantage of paying for two Sub- 
Regi.strnrs for more than six months, one being on leave on full aver- 
age pay? 

(/) Will ike Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Govemment kove considered tke praoticability of mnning ike office 
•t Kalkini witkoat any loss, witk two clerks instead of four or m 
tke altemtive hy appebtaig ^ Kkas Taktdldar of Kaltiiii wko is a 
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gndmike or tiie Muhammadan Marriage Registrar of lalki&i, aa at- 
cfieia Siib-Regietrar who may be remunerated by fees as is done in 
several places in this province ? 

{$) Are the Government considering the desirability of taJdng any 
steps in this matter? 

SECRETARY to COVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. R. Wilkinson): {a) A representation from the residents of the 
Kalkini thana has been received by Government for the reopening of the 
office at Kalkini. It is under the consideration of Government. 

(b) The table of distances maintained in Madnripur Sub- Registry 
office shows that some villages in the Kalkini thana are 30 miles away 
from Madaripur. Since the preparation of the table, the course of the 
liver has considerably changed and it is {xissible that there oie new 
areas in the Kalkini thana particularly the new accretions in the 
Megna river, that are more than 30 miles from Madaripur. 

(c) Only one petition, that mentioned in (a), has been recTived by 
Government. 

(d) No final decision has lieen arrived at by Government. 

{e) Yes, but it is not j^ossible to keep down the exjienditure of a 
particulai office by refusing leave to the Sub-Registrar. 

(/) The clerical establishment of the Kalkini office consisted of 
one clerk and two muharrirs. There is only one office in Bengal 
where the Khas Tahsildar and only one where a Muhammadan Mlur^ 
riage Registrar is ar-officio Sub-Ttegistrar. These are at Kutubdin and 
Ukhya, lioth in Chittagong. The numl>er of Registrations in both 
these offices is small, Kutubdia having registered 709 deeds and Ukhya 
1,216, while the Kalkini office registered 2,007 deeds in 1930. The 
propo.saI for an eu’-offirio Sub-Registnir for Kalkini has not l>een 
received or considered by Government. 

(g) The reply to (d) answers this. 

Ptrtofu proMCifted undgr thn Criminal Law Amandma n t Aot ar 
tha Naw Ordinanoa. 

*56. Mauivi 8YED dALALUDDIN NAlHEMYs Will the Hon'bU 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(») the names, and 

(tt) the number of persons 

who were pn^geented for alleged partfcipeiion in crimes and were die- 
charged or acqvitted by the courts hut were rearrested and detained 
nadir the Bengal Criminal law Amendment Act, 1930, or the Vew 
Bengal Ordinance, 1931? 
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TIm HBfi’Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (t) and (it) The number 

is 26, Government are not prepared to give the individual names. 

Msttlwi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether these 25 persons are detained under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act or under the new Bengal 
Ordinance or under both? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

MiUlvi lYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Eon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whetlier it is in the interest of the public 
that Government are not prepared to disclose the names of these 26 
persons ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government have never 
given such names. 


Crimes in Bengal. 

MaiHvi 8YED dALALUODIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Dp|)iirtmeut l)e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the perifxl from the Ist July, 1931, 
to the 16th January, 1932, — 

(i) the number of dacoities in different ports of Bengal ; 

(it) the number of mail robl)eries in different districts showing the 
figures separately; 

{tii) the numW of jMditical dacoities (committed in each district; 
(iv) the number of cases in which charge-sheeta were given ; 

(r) the number of caaes which ended in conviction; and 
(t’l) the nuinl>er of cases discharged? 

(h) If the number of dacoities is on the increase, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Tht HonHilB Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) A statement is laid on 
the table. It is not known what the member means by **{K>litical 
dacoities’* but in column 4 figures are given of the dacoities which are 
believed to be the work of terrorist or revolntionary gangs. 

(b) In comparison with the figures of the corresponding period of 
183^1, the number is not on the increase. 
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StaUment referred to in the anetrer to claute (a) of ttarred 
qvettion No. 56 . 




{•) Ooe at JteMdl isOway fUUoo ia Bhalrab Bam G. B. V, ». 

(*) Om la Ooalan4o O. B. P. S, 

•Oaa vadcr Mellm 411, ladlaa Pmat Cod*. 
tOM maAa teOkm 448, IwUaa PmmI God*. 

madm tmMm 480, Jadhn Pnal Coda, aad om Md«r aertloa imf), Arm AeL 
Dm awliOM 4»-l47, ladlaa Ptaal Coda, md rmrkUm mim tntl oB 4f% 
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Mtuivi SYCD JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: WUl the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to atate whether there is any diEerenoe between the 
terrorist and the revolutionary gangs? 

(No answer.) 


Rate of rant in Khnt Mahals in oartain iiatriats. 

•57. Mauifi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Revenue ]>epartmeDt be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is a proposal for general increment of rents of 
Ehas Mahal tenants in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur, 
Khulna as well as other districts ; and 

(it) whether the tenants have already been served with notice of 
such increment of rent? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether, in the present distressed condition of 
the tenants, the (it(jvernment are considering the desirability of adopt- 
ing such measures? 

(c) Are the Government aware oi a feeling that exists that the rate 
of rent prevailing in Khas Mahals is already too high to admit of any 
farther increment? 

TIm Hon’bit iir B. B. CHOSE: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 


Rtfi rtH fiUtion raganting oampaign Ipr npihppjfmmt of ront in 
Tifipora diitriot. 

•58. SETH HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government have received any representation from 
the Hindu sufferers in several parts of the Tippera district conoemiag 
the campaign for non-payment of rent, etc. ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) what action has been taken on the said representation; and 

(ii') what steps, if any, haws been taken io deal mik Hdi jnovementf 
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Han’bU Member aware — 

(i) tbat the areas under the XaHnagar and Bancbarampur thanas 
have been acutely effected by this campaign ; 

(u*) ^at a regular organisation with the avowed object of repressing 
Hindu nioney«lender$ hag been working; 

(lit) that in many places paddy crops have been forcibly taken away 
by the Moslems assembled in large numbers ; 

(tr) that in many places Hindu money-lenders have been compelled 
to part with their Iwnds and other money documents at the 
risk of grave injury to themselves; 

(r) that rank Bolshevism of the most undisciplined type is spread- 
ing from village to village throughout the Brahmaubnria 
subdivision ; and 

(vi) that the property of the Hindus is absolutely unsafe in the 
subdivision ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member 1)6 pleased to state what has liean 
done by the Icx nl authorities to give adequate protection to the HindusP 

(e) Ai*e the (Tovernnient <onsidering the desirability of holding an 
inquiry into the situation that has arisen in those ai'easP 

The Hofi’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(b) to (e) The member is referred to the answer to starred quetiion 
No. 47 at this session. 


The Hofl’hlf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: With your permission, Sir, 
I may further say in connection with this answer that w'e hove not 
yet received a report of the incidents to which a reference was mad# 
yesterday. As soon as that report is received, we shall make a state- 
ment before the Council. 


HIJIi ifioMfiti. 

*88. SETH HUNUMAN PROtAD PODOAR: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political De]>artm«nt beeo 
drawn to the Bndii.gs of the inquiry held by two eminent Judges of the 
Hi4h Court regarding th# HijU thooitag incidents P 

(b) Is it a fact that tb# Endings contradict, in material particulaia, 
the mmmuniqui iisued by the (^oreinment immediately after tbi 
oocurrenoeF 
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(c) If fiO; will the Hon’ble Member be pleaeed to state how such a 
raiMtatement of facts could find place in an authoritative stutement 
issued by the Government? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that it has shaken public confi- 
dence preneraliy in the statements and commwniq^uiz issued by the Gov- 
ernment from time to time? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state who is the official 
respcmsible for drawing up and issuing the commMrniqu^? 

(f) Has the Hon’ble Member taken any steps against the official? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member he pleased to state what action has been taken against him? 

(h) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reason therefor? 

(i) Do the Govemment contemplate taking any action against him? 


The Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Yes, but the inquiry 
was made not by two High (/Oiirt Judges but by one High Court Judge 
and a Divisional Commissioner. 

(6) In some respects they differ. 

(c) The meml)er’s attention is invited to the first four sentences of 
the commvnigv^. which are as follows— 

*‘The f(dlowing summary of infonnation so far received by the Gov- 
emment of Bengal regarding the incidents at Hijli Detention Camp is 
published fc»r general information. This account must not be taken to 
represtMit the conclusions of Government the full report of the inquiry 
which is being held by the District Magistnite not having yet been 
received. It must also be stated that the detenus have so far declined 
to make any statements to the District Magistrate as to what occurred. 
The information contained in this summary is compiled from the state- 
ments (»f those persons who have given evidence before him combined 
with facts otherwise known to Government relating to the jjeriod prior 
to the outbreak." 

(d) No. 

(e) The communiqitS was issued by the Government of Bengal. 

if) to (i) Do not ariae. 

3-15 p.m. 

•abu iATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon*ble Member be pleased to say with reference to answer (e) as to 
who is the officer responsible for supplying the infonnation on which 
the communique w*as issued? 



1932.1 


QUESTIONS. 


197 


TtaflM*M« Mr. W. 0. R. RRENTICE: The infornwtioa contained 
in thi» anmmary was compiled from the statements of those persons who 
had given evidence before him, combined with facts otherwise known 
to Government relating to the period prior to the outbreak. It is a 
composite statement. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state with reference to answer (d) on 
what authority he says that it has not shaken public confidence.'' 

HoiYbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. I have no definite informa- 
tion from any source. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether he visited the Hijli Detention Camp 
after the occurrence S' 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I did. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’hle Member 
he pleased to state wliether during his visit he tried to ascertain the 
truth or falsehood of the statements made hy the police officers P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I made certain iiiquiriet 

but I did not take down what certain officers Haid. 

Mr. SHANTi SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether his iiiquiric^s confirmed the version ^iven 
by the officials? 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: The facts are stated in the 
resolution. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY* My question is whether 

he was himself convinced of the truth or otherwise of the version graven 
by the officials. 

Tilt NtRHili Mr* W* D* R* PRSNTIOCs The views of Govemment 
ere stated in the reecdution. 
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Mr. tHAirri SNEKHAIIitWAil RAY: May I know wliotber the 
Hon’ble Member is unwilling to state bis own oondusions on the 
aubject ? 

Tha Hoii*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, I do not remember 
what they were. 


Ciissifloation of priaonon in Jaila. 

*60. MaiHvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that political prisoners are now being 
placed in division TII, irresjiective of the nature of offence, status and 
educational qualifications of the prisoners? 

(b) Is it a fact that ladies convicted oa the 7tb January last in the 
Jorabagan Court, Calcutta, were all placed in “C'* class? 

(c) Is it a fact that these ladies were all highly educated and res* 
I>ectably connected in society, one of them being an M.A. of the Calcutta 
University and another an undergraduate, and another an c 4 ‘-editor of a 
ironthly inagasine? 

(<f) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleoMnl to state what are the reasons for the classification of 
political prisoners? 

MEMBER in ohargt of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(ttio Hofi’M Sir B. B. Chow): (n) No The Jail Department has no 
such classification of prisoners as “Political Prisoner.’’ The initial 
lecommendation for classification as to division is made by the court 
according to rule. 

{b) and (c) Four ladies who were convicted in the Jorabagan Court 
rafusefl to furnish particulars regarding their education, social status 
and mode of living and, ns they were not known to the Court, they were 
placed in division III. 

(<f) Does not aris^. 

Bahu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WiU the Hon’hle 
Member be pleased to state, with reference to answer («) in what division 
prisoners are according to the rules placed pending the sanction of 
Government f 

Tha HoB^Wa Bir B. B. QHOBif As I have said, tha initial morn- 
mendation for classification is made by the Magistrate. 
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Mm MTliH OMANORA RAY OMaWRHURYt Ify qiiMtioii is 
ifi wiuA divkioai m prisoner is placed pending ike sanction of GoTemment 
to the i^ooflunendation of a Magistrate that a particular prisoner is to 
be placed in a particular division ? 


Tilt Htn^Rli Sir B. QHOSl: Ordinarily he is placed in the 
division in which the Magistrate recommends him to he plactHl. 

MiHiVi SYfD dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’Me Member 
aware of the fact that inside the jail ordinary criminals and persons 
who are detained under any Ordinances are segregated and kept quite 
separate, thougli it is clearly written tliat there should be a distinction 
between ordinary convicts and political convicts? 


Tht Hon’blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 ask for notict^. 

MitilYi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is tbe IToirble Member 
aware of tbe fact that A. K. (fhulam Zilany, son c»f a big zttmtndur 
of Dacca, was arrested, convicted and placed in division III and died 
inside the jail in spite of the fact that the Superiutcuident of the Jail, 
the District Magistrate and the Additional District Magistrate recom- 
mended him for a higher class, and that Goveniment did not interfere 
and he died in consequence? 


TN Hgfl’blg Sir B« B« CHOSE: 1 am not aware of this. 


Mauivi SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon hle Member 
aware of the fact that Abdul Have, brother of Maulvi Ahul Kaaem, 
a member of this Council, is classified as a **C'* class prisoner? 


Tht Htn’hit Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 urn not aware. 


Bthu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon'hle 
Member be pleased to state whether in some cases, if not in many cases, 
ptading Ike sanction of recommendatkni for a higher divifion prieoners 
are placed in the lowest division ? 


Tht HtfPhli Sir B* B. CHOSE: If the Magistrate pbces him in the 
fewest division he is piteed in the loweel diviskm. 
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MM MTliH CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURYs My question 
was whether, pending sanction of recommendation made by a Magistrate 
for a higher division, a prisoner is placed in the lowest division. 


The Hofl’bli Sir B. B. CHOSE: If a Magistrate recommends a 
prisoner to be placed in a higher division he is placed in the higher 
division, pending Government sanction. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is it not a fact 
that in many cases prisoners are placed in the lowest division although 
a Magistrate recommends a higher division? 


The Hon’bli Sir B« B« CHOSE: I have received some letters with 
regard to this from different persons, not from prisoners. I have asked 
the Deputy Secretarj’ to inquire whether it is a fact or not. 


Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to issue instructions in accordance with the answer 
given now to place prisoners in the very division for which they are 
recommended ? 

Tfm Hon’bli Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is not necessary ; in fact they are 
in the rules. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: WUl the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to tell us whether, if a Magistrate violates those 
rules, it is not the duty of the Member of Government to correct him? 


Tho Hon’bit Mr. A. MARR: I submit, Sir, that it is a question 
which asks for an expression of opinion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have often said that a question may be put 
to press for action, but I would not allow this question on other grounds 
— it is ironical and hypothetical too. 

Mittivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Is the Hon'ble Member aware that 
be has power to interfere if a prisoner is not placed in a certam 
division P 


Tht Hon’blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am aware. 
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MWivi 8YED MA8ID BAKtH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether he has exercised any such power himself P 

Tlw Hon’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: On proper applicfltious by the 
prisoners I have. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon*ble Member give us 
an instance when he has exercised this discretion P 

Tht Hofi’bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: I cannot remember all cases. 


UntUrritf Quaitiofit 

(tiitwart to nrhioli uroro laid on tho tablo). 

Roalitation of suit-fooi in advaim by oartain union oourta in ManikganJ. 

4S. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Memlier in (;hui>re ot the Judicial Department please refer to the 
assurance communicated to me in rej^rd to my question of which notice 
was given at the last February- March session and say whether he is 
aware that the realisation of suit-fees in advance in contravention of 
the provision of section 90 of Bengal Act V of 1919, is still being 
continued? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'hie 
Member be please<l to lay on the table a statement showing the amount 
of suit-fees realised in advance from the plaintiffs at the time of insti- 
tution of suits in Noveniljer and December lost separately by the union 
courts in the western circle of the Manikganj subdivision of the Dacca 
district, viz., of Baniaguri, Baliakhore, Barotia, Ballah, Dhulsiirah and 
other union courts? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the matter and of issuing strict prohibitory orders in ac^'ordance 
with the assurance contained in the reply communicated to me? 

MEMBER ia Pbargt uff JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tbt Hdu’bls 

Mr. W. D. R. Prtllliee): (a) Government are informed that cases have 
occurred in which, in spite of the instructions issued, the tender of such 
lees in advance by the parties themselves has been accepted. 

(b) A statement is laid on the tnble. 

(e) Orders will again issue. 
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StaimerU referred to in the answer to dauH (6) of unsktrrtd quesHan No, 4$, 



R«i Or. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ble Member 
bo pleaeed to say in reply to answer (a) how the instructions conveyed 
to the authorities could have been i^rnored so lonjr and who were 
responsible for that? 

Ttli HovtHMa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am afraid that local 

bodies have idiosyncrasies of their own. 


RaaHiallQii of duot by Uio Cartifloato Oflioan. 

41. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) WiU the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleaaed to state whether it in a 
fact that Certificate Officers stationed at the Rangpnr Sadar tour in 
the subdivisions of Kurigrain and Gailmndba to hear objections of the 
tenant certificate debtors of Court of Wards Estate and realise certificate 
dues on the spot? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmativei wiH the Hoo’bla 
Member be ideased to state whether the travelling expenses of these 
Certificate Officers are borne by the GoTemment or by the Estates 
under the Court of Wards ? 
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(c) What is the amaunt of such cost iDourred in the month of 
December, 1931? 

(d) What amount certificate dues has been realised by the Certi- 
ficate Officers in the mufassal in December, 1931 ? 


The Hon’Me Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) They have been touring in 
Eurigram but not in Oaibandha. 

(b) By Government. 

(c) Rs. 89. 

(d) Rs. 5,233. 


Kazi EMOAOUL HOQUE: Will the Hou'ble Member be pleased 
to state why the Certificate Officers make tours in the subdivisions? 


The Hoil’hle Sir Bt B. CHOSE: For the easy realisation of money. 

KiZi EMOAOUL HOQUE: WiU the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the system of realising certificate dues by touring 
officers bus been introduced in the subdivision of GnibandhaP 


The Hofl’hle Sir B, B. CHOSE: Not in Gaibaudba. 


Kazi EMOAOUL HOQUE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
people of Gaibandha have been feeling great inconvenience to go to 
Sadar for the purpose of such cases? 


The Hoil*hle Sir B. B. CHOSE : That is the reason why Certificate 
Officers were travelling in the villages. 


Kizf EMOAOUL HOQUE: My question was whether the tenants 
of Gaibandha were not greatly inconvenienced by reason of Certificate 
Officers not going to Gaibandha? 

Tlw HMAit tir ■. ■. GHOMi I am not aware. It is only an 
experiment that is being tried at Kurigmm ; if it sncceede it will be 
extended to Gaibandha. 
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OfllM of tlio ColfOGtor of Exoiso, ColoiitU. 

42. Khiit Sihib Miulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charfife of the Apiculture and Industries (Excise) Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the present number of clerks in the ofiSce of the Collector of 
Excise, Calcutta; and 

(h) how many of them are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE anil INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hoifble Mr. BiJoy Praud Singh 
Roy): {i ) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question So. 42. 

Total number of clerks in the office of the Collector of Excise, 
Calcutta — 13. 

Number of Hindus — 10. 

Numlier of Muslims — 3. 

Sub-Jail at Bagerhat 

43. Babu SUK LAL NAG: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department l)een drawn to 
the insanitary condition of the drain of the sub-jail at Bagerliat.^ 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that the Hullage water of the sub-jail is drained out into a 
ce«s-i>it outside the walls but within the jail compound, 
causing a menace to the health of the prisoners and the 
public; 

(ti) that very often the overflow of the jail drain and ceas-pool 
accumulates in the roadside drains creating a public 
nuisance; 

(nt) that this cess-pit lies at a distance of only 50 yards from the 
sub-jail tank; 

(tv) that the said tank is the only fresh water tank that supplies 
drinking water to the people of the town and the suburbs; 
and 

(v) that there is a general belief that the accumulated filth has 
been responsible lor the loss of lives occurring in the fami- 
lies in dose proximity to the sub- jail? 
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(4 ^ Diyuional CbmmiMioner, the Distriot 

Magiitrmte, the Civil Surgeon and the Superintendent of the eub* 
jail hav6| in their inspection notee, referred to this nuisance and felt 
the argent need of its speedy removal f 

(d) Is it a fact that schemes for the removal of the nuisance have 
been lying in the oflice of the Inspector-General of Prisons for ad- 
ministrative approval and allotment of funds for more than a year 
and a half P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how the matter stands at present; and 

(it) whether any action will be taken within the current finan- 
cial year? 

(/) If the answer to (e) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state when the Government proposes to move 
in the matter? 

The HoiPMe Sir B. B. CHOSE S (a), (6), (c), (d), (e) and (/) Com- 
plaints have been received from various sources regarding the unsntis- 
factory condition of the drain at the Bagerhat Sub-jail. Inquiries have 
revealed that the drain is a danger to bt^ilth and action is Inking taken 
with a view to remedying the present state of affairs. 


Caw easat in Khulna. 

44 BlrilNl SUK LAL MAC: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Revenue Deiwrtment he jdeased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(t) the numl)er of rases of cess assessed over Rs. 50 a year in 

the district of Khulna ; and 

(u) how many of them have been able to clear the lost 12tli 

January 

Tha Han*Ma Sir B. B. CHOSE: (i) m cases. 

(it) The cess has been paid in 218 cases. 

BuMiagiatnr H MiignimL 

44 Mr. A. P. M. ABOUR RAHMAN: WiU the Hon’bl# 

Minister in ^diaige of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state the last time when a Muhammadan Sob-Bagistnif 
wii posted at the Magrahat Sub-RagilH^ Gflcii in the 24-9argaiiasf 

10 
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NiNIITER in ofiirgn nf EDUCATION (REQIITRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tht Hon’blt Nr. KIranUa NaziimiMn): So far as 

available records show, no Muhamiuadan Sub-Hegistrar was ever posted 
to Magrahat in the 24-Parganas. 


•uparintaiMlaiit, OnRitiiguiii MarkaC. 

46. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the 
last time when a Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector was appointed 
as Superintendent of the Orjdiangunj Market under the Collector of 
the 24-ParganasP 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Mnesalmans preponderate 
in the said market P 

Tlia HonlNa Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) Hitherto no Muhammadan 

Sub-Deputy Collector has been appointed Superintendent of the 
market. 

(b) It is not a fact. The majority of sellers and stall-holders are 
non-Muhammadan, but no figures for buyers are available. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state if any Muhammadan oiiicer was ever appointed 
or notP 

The Hon’kla Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there as in (a). 


MiHMlmina in the oBtoti umlir tha oontroi of Magiatrata aiMl Oallaatar, 
SM-Parganaa. 

47. Mr. A, F, M. ABOUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the present number of (a) Mussalmans, and 
(b) Mussalmans who are botta fide residents of the district, serving in 
the capacities detailed below in the offices under the control of tha 
Magistrate and Collector of tha 24-Parganas: — 

(i) Ministerial officers, 

(it) Copyists, 

(tit) Process-sarvars, and 

(ir) Peons, orderlies and dultriesP 

TIM HiB^to lif B, B« GMQIBt A Natmmit k laid an tha ta^ 
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Statement referred fa in the answer to unstarred question No. 47 xhow* 
ing the present number of Muhammadasks and Muhammadans who 
are bona fide residents of the district of the 24-Pargmiai, serving in 
the larious cofmcities detailed below in the offices under the cfmtfol 
of the Magistrate and Collector of the 24-Parganas. 


D««ignation. 

1 

Number 

of 

Muham- 

madans. 

2 

Number of 
Mabtfik. 
madana 
who are 
bona 6de 
noitiaiite 
oftbefi. 
Parganae. 

1 

Ministehei oAoeni 

61 

91 

Copyists and typists 

9 

S 

Prooess'serven 

2S 

99 

Peons, orMIm and dvftrist 

U 

6 

COVtRNMBNT BILL. 


Th« Btfigil Motor Vtliiolii Tax Bill» 1131. 

Tlio Hoii’blo Mr. BUOY PRABAO BIMCH ROY: I rke to piomt 

the report of the Select Committee ou the Bengal MoiorVehiclei Tax 
BiU, 1931. 

In doing so I explain the changes that have been recommended by 
the Select Committee. The changes art not very important; the Bill 
hae emerged out of the Select Committee almost the same as it was intro- 
duced in this House. The changes are mostly about procedure and not 
about the principle of the Bill such as refunding of the tax, the token to be 
exhibited on the car to show what portion of the tax has been paid and 
so on and so forth. The one important change which the Select Com- 
noLittee has recommended is that this tax should be distributed to the 
local bodies not to substitute their expenditure on the roads but only 
to eapplement it, and if the QovemmMit find that any particular local 
body has not spent the arerage of three years of its expenditure on roads 
Oofernmeiii may refuse to contribute any amount to that local body 
from the funds that are expected from this tax. The rates t>f taxes 
base been cohsiderably redv^ with regard to the busee and they base 
beat incseneed sli^tly on ptisate sehiala and on motor Tehieke fnr 
carrying goods. There are a number of amendmnnli and 1 ahoaU like 
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to explain Government attitnde with regard to them. There is one 
amendment which suggests that police officers should be debarred from 
being appointed taxing officers under clause 3 of the Bill. Of course 
with regard to Calcutta, if this amendment is accepted, Goyemment 
would be very much handicapped in arranging for the working of the 
Act. There is the Motor Vehicles Department under a Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police and Government would like very much that the 
House should accept the Bill as it is. 


tl-30 p.m. 

But with regard to mufassal the idea is that the District Magistrate 
will have the authority. He may appoint any one he likes and I am 
prepared to agree that no police officer below the rank of an Assistant 
Superintendent of Police will be entrusted with this duty. So also in 
Calcutta no officer below the rank of an Assistant Commissioner of 
Police will l>e appointed a taxing officer. I think that should meet 
the object of this amendment. (Interruption by Mr. P. N. Guha.) It is 
lor the Magistrate to decide whom he will appoint. I would ask Mr. 
Guha to bear in mind the assurance which I have just given on behalf 
of Government that no officer below the rank of an Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Police would be entrusted with this duty. 

There is another amendment, Sir, which proposes to do away with 
the Government’s power of exempting certain classes of vehicles. The 
Calcutta Corporation now enjoys this power. Vehicles like the 
ambulance cars, the vehicles of the Military Department, the conser- 
vancy cars of the Calcutta Corporation — all these should be exempted 
and as a matter of fact they are exempted at present. There is another 
point. It is desirable that a car should not be taxed more than once; 
if a car has been taxed (»uce in a neighbouring province and if it comes 
to ('ttlcutta or any part of this province for a short period, that the 
owner of the car should not be called upon to pay twice. So with a 
system of reciprocal exemption these cars can be exempted ; it will lead 
to great difficultiee if this power is taken away. 

There is a third amendment which suggests that a statutory board 
should be constituted to supervise the application and distribution of 
the proceeds of the tax. This point was tsarefully oonaidered by the 
Belei't Committee and they ultimately came to the decision that the 
matter should be left to (jbvemment. Government propose to oonsult 
the Provincial Road Board in matters relating to distribution of funds, 
and they do not want to appoint another statutory body to advise them. 
But I may say that if it is considered desirable by the House that such 
a board should be appointed and if the mover of this amendment, 
Mr. Ray, would change the word “supervising** to “advising** I am 
'prepared to accept it. 
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Sitg most ooniroversial point in the Bill is the contribution to 
be paid to the Calcutta Corporation. The Calcutta Corporation is liie 
only municipality in Bengal which now has the power to tax motor 
vehicles and their income from this source in the year ltKi(h41 was 
Rs. 4,63,700. On this basis we have provided for a statutory contri- 
bution of Rs. 4J lakhs to the Calcutta Corj>oralion . Thus the Corpora- 
tion will get the amount net. We shall make over the full amount to 
the Calcutta Corporation whatever it might cost the Government to 
collect. 

There are certain amendments suggesting that 75 per cent, of the 
increased income should be made over to the Corporation. I must say 
that this is a very extravagant demand on Whalf of the Corporation. 
I hope, Sir, that this question will be approached not from the point 
of view of Calcutta but from the point of view of the whole province. 
This Bill is meant to raise taxes for the improvement of roads in the 
mufassal. There are roads which directly lead to Calcutta — roads like 
the Diamond Harbour Road and Barrackpore Trunk Road. The 
representatives of Calcutta can never for a moment maintain that the 
improvement of these roads are not meant for the improvement of 
Calcutta, and they will, 1 hope, approach the question from the provincial 
j)(jint of view and not from the parocliial point of view. Sir, special 
interest attaches to the amendment of my friend Rui l)r. llaridhan 
Dutt Rahadur that there ‘.liouM be a -teparale fund bir this revenue and 
that it should not be merged in the general revenues ol Government. 
(M course there may be some difliculties for the I'inance Department 
and naturally my friend the Hon’ble Finance Member does not api»rove 
of it. I am prepared 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Arc you presenting the rejHirt of the Select 
Committee ? 

Tlii Hofi’bif Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SIMCM ROY: 1 am speaking 
on the report of the Select Committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You are referring to details af the Bill and to 
amendmenta of which notice has been given; but you have not yet 
moved that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

TIm Hon’M Mr. ilMY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I move, Sir, that 
the Bill, as imported by the Select Committee, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Minister then resumed his sent. 
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Nawtb MUtHARItUF HOiAINt Khan Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion for the consideration of this Bill. The reason is that 
in the present economic condition of the people of Bengal it is not an 
opportune time for the consideration of a Bill like this. Sir, yon are 
aware that 

Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: On a point of information, Sir. Is 
it allowable for a member to oppose in a general way a motion for the 
consideration of the Bill? Should not the Bill be discussed clause by 
clause ? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: One can oppose the motion for taking a Bill into 
consideration for reasons which may arise out of the Select Committee 
report, or out of circumstances which originated after the Bill was 
referred to the Select Committee. 

Jh$ Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I think, Sir, I 
should be allowed to complete my speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nobody prevented you from doing so and I 
really do not know why you resumed your seat. 

(Nawah Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur rose to speak.) 

Tilt HoiYbli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; I hope the Nawab 
Sahib will extend me the courtesy of finishing my speech. He can 
speak after 1 finish. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I simply drew the llon’hle Minister’s attention 
to the fact that he was making ohservution.s which he should have made 
after he had actually moved his motion for taking the Bill into consi* 
deration, f^nfortunutely he resumed his .seat instead of continuing his 
speech. Nevertheless I should allow him to go on with his speech. 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: As regards the 

schedule, there is one important amendment by Mr. Cooper which sug- 
gests that instead of basing the taxation on the number of seats it 
should be based on the measurement of the vehicles with regard to 
private cars. This would mean the re-introduction of the existing 
Calcutta system. Of course, Oovemment would like naturally to stick 
to the Bill clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I suggest to the Hon’ble Minister that he 
should deal with these amendments when they are moved. The 
amendments are not Indore the House now. It may be that some of 
tbese amendments will not be mored at all. 
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T»» HWiIrt* Mr. BIMY BRAMO BIRCH ROY I Sir, in morinir 
that thhi BiD be taken into consideration I would like to obserre that 
this BiH, if placed on the statute book, will supersede the right of local 
bodies to levy tax on motor vehicles in their jurisdictions. There has 
been a persistent demand by the representatives of local bodies for 
such a measure and Government have accordingly thought it their duty 
to bring forward this Bill. Of course it is a matter of great satisfaction 
to the Ministry that in spite of economic difficulties they are in a 
position to place such a measure before the House, and it has, I hope, 
the support of the majority of the House behind it. 

Namli MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan BiUiaiiurt Sir. 1 would ask 

the House to remember what I said a few days ago. The people have 
no money to pay even to their own money-lenders, and all these people 
who are propose<l to be taxed are in such a hnancial position that if 
you now at this time give effect to this Bill, I am sure that many of 
my friends here will have to lose their motor-cars in order to avoid 
paying a sum of Rs. loO or so by way of tax. When I make this asser- 
tion, I make it deliberately, knowing full well the pec'uniary condition 
of all those people who are now in possession of motor-cars. 
I know as a matter of fact that these* possessors of motor-cars are not 
in a position to pay the land revenue to Government, and even if they 
could pay the land revenue they could not pay the cesses. For this 
reason 1 want to oppose this measure which I would have l>een the first 
person to support if I had been convinced that those people whom you 
wanted to tax could pay the tax. 

Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahailur: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order, I understand that the Bill has gone through its second reading 
stage by being through the Select Coininittee, and hence the principle 
of the Bill has been accepted. Now that the Bill has gone through (be 
Select Committee and its report is before us can we assail the Bill on its 
principle. If any member wauls to throw away the Bill I think he can 
do so by voting with a majority on bis side when the BiD is in the final 
stage. When it has gone through the Select Committee can we discuss 
or assail its principle in any way? 

Mr. RRRtIDCNT: Dr. Dutt is right. When the Bill was committed 
to the Select Committee the House accepted the principle of the Bill. 
The Nawab Sahib would not be in order to assail the principle of the 
Bill; but then he could oppose the motion for the consideration of the 
Bill for things which might have happened after the Bill was referred 
to the Select Committee. 

NmnM MUtNARRUF NOtAINt KlMR RiR iMi r i Sir, I oppoM 
the cottsidemtioii id the Bill because the time is inopportune. What 
the state of affairs was when the Bill was introduced has now changed. 
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Every day that ie paeaing we eee many of onr frienda more and more 
in embarraasment ; bo, that being the position I would oppose the con- 
sideration of the Bill. I may say that in Jalpaignri the tea industry 
alone possesses about 500 motor lorries and the Hon’ble Minister wants 
to realise about Rs. 75,000 by this taxation. I know the financial 
position of the tea planters in Jalpaiguri. I would ask my friend 
Mr. Cooper who represents a big firm whether he will be prepared to 
support the consideration of this Bill and whether he would be able 
to advance Rs. 75,000 on a joint hand note of the planters to pay this 
tax. I doubt whether he will be able to do it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before you proceed any further I better amplify 
my ruling in regard to the point of order that was raised by Dr. Dutt. 
It may be helpful to you and others who may follow you. Dr. Dutt 
really raised a very interesting point. His question was whether after 
the principle of a Bill had been accepted by the House it could be 
assailed after the Bill had emerged from the Select Committee. I said, 
no. But Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, very pertinently asked as to how 
in that case a motion that the Bill be taken into consideration can be 
opposed by a speech. I may tell him that it may be possible if the 
Select Committee report itself, on later events, I mean incidents which 
might have oc’curred after the Bill had been referred to the Select 
Committee, provide grounds for such opposition. Was it your point, 
Nawab Sahil>, that the economic distress prevailing in the country has 
been so greatly intensified since the Bill was referred to the Select 
Committee and the situation is at present so had that this Bill should be 
opposed on economic grounds as it involves taxation? 

NaurMi MUEHARRUF H08AIN, Kliait Bahadur; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, you had better stick to that point. 

Nawah MUEHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur! Very well, Sir. 
I know that a lot of people have taken this Bill light-heartedly. But 
having regard to the present economic condition in the countr}', I 
would appeal to my friend the Hon’ble Minister to postpone even if the 
Bill is passed into law, its operation till better times come when the 
people will be able to pay the tax. At present, as I have said, the 
people cannot pay any further taxes, specially those people whom we 
want to tax. So, I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in all serious- 
ness to consider this point and not take evexything contained in this 
Bill light-heartedly. I know. Sir, that when I moved for a provision of 
a orore of rupees for the Primary Education Bill I was under the im- 
pression that the people eould pay» but now when such eoonoinio dis- 
tress is prevailing in the country 1 find that Government is giving 
effect to an important Bill. 1 would ask the Government to wait for 
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some taiie when the people will have more to be able to pay without 
any difficulty. So far as the roads are concerned, I would like to see 
that Uiey are properly maintained and all schemes in that connection 
shouldTbe given effect to. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that 
even if he succeeds in passing this Bill not to give effect to it at once. 


Mr. SHANTI tHEKHAREiWAR RAY: Sir, I am surprised that 
the Hon’ble Minister is proceeding with this Bill. When he introduced 
it in the last session of the CJouncil, I suggested that the Bill should be 
circulated for ascertaining public opinion. But that was not acceptable 
to the House and the Bill was referred to the Select Committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you pleaso renioinbor tbo ruling that I hava 
given ? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY; Sir, the House was given 
to understand that during the discussion in the Select Committee public 
bodies would have an opportunity to express their opinions. Well, the 
new situation is that the Hon’ble Minister has not succeeded in obtain- 
ing any public support to his Bill. On the other hand I have come 
across expressions of opinion in the pre.ss hostile to this legislation. It 
is quite natural that the Hon’blc Minister desires to bring forward a 
measure and try to place it on the statute bemk; but I would suggest to 
him to bring such measures as would, at any rale, cost nothing to his 
countrymen. He may follow the example of his colleague the Nawab 
Sahib who has placed the State Aid to Industries Act on the statute 
book. It has cost the country nothing end most likely it is not going 
to cost anything to Government and our erst-while Khan Bahadur ia 
now a Nawab 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I cannot allow you to indulge in 
personalities. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir. I am trying to per- 
suade the Hon’ble Minister to follow his (-olleague’s example. Anyway, 
my point is to emphasise what Xawab Musharruf Hosain has said that 
this is not the time to impose this taxation in this country; it would not 
only be a hardship to the poor people who use motor vehicles in tie mufas- 
gal, but at the same time it would be harmful to the tr^e ; and in view of 
all theae considerations I would suggest to him to bring it forward at a 
later date. 

MMlIvi SYED dALALUDOIN HA8HEMY t Sir, in rising to speak on 
fti, I think the Hon’ble Minister should pos^ne the considern- 

tkn of this Bill till the next seeeion. I am not suppoeed to be a. 
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expert nor the owner of a motor car, but so far aa I am concerned t 
have got complaints from Tarious parties protesting against this 
measure (A voice : Including invitations). Yes, only to-morrow a 
very big and strong representative meeting is going to be held at the 
Town Hall to oppose this Bill. Even the members of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, whose interests are going to be vitally affected by this Bill, 
1 understand, are going to attend this meeting to-morrow. Under 
these circumstances it is for the Hon’ble Minister to consider whether 
the consideration of the Bill should not be postponed till the next 
session of this Council. 


Babu tATIIH OHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I support the 
Bill, the principles of which were discussed threadbare during the 
introduction stage. I know that as a matter of fact mufassal bodies 
have been trying for some time past to get some funds for the im- 
provement of their roads, and I think that there is a chance now 
offered to them to get some money out of the plethora available in 
order to augment their resources; and it is in response to their demands 
that the Hon’ble Minister undertook to introduce this Bill. The only 
thing that has happened in the meantime, as has been stated by Xawab 
Musharruf Hosain, is that during this period there has been a great 
economic distress in the country. I submit, Sir, that may l)e the 
ground for the postponement of the operation of the Act only. It 
should be remembered that the Hon’ble Minister is not a day too soon 
in introducing this legislation, because we have the precedent of 
Madras, Bihar and other provinces who have already got their Motor 
Vehicles Taxation Acts in operation and in the matter of communica- 
tions they are far ahead of us. I, therefore, think that it is rather 
late in the day having expended all the lal)ours and time on it to demand 
that the Bill be withdrawn. I submit, Sir, it would be sheer folly to 
throw it out at this stage. The Nawab Sahib C4kn attain his object 
by postponement of the operation of the Act and not by throwing it out 
altogether. 

Mr. Q. R. DAIN: I did not intend saying anything with regard to 
this Bill liecause, for obvious reasons, anything that I may have to say 
regarding transportation measures will be treated as suspect ; and the 
other reason for not saying anything is because not being a lawyer, it 
is somewhat difficult for me to keep on the rails. But if the House 
will bear with me, I would like to go back to the early history of this 
matter of transportation. In 1840 when Railways were first introduced 
in India, all that the House is now considering about this method of 
tranportation was considered in 1840, when no effort whatever was made 
by ^e Oovemment to control them, and the railways increased and 
grew very rich quickly. 
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L«l us now turn to Calcutta itself. I think that in 1922 or 
tberedlOttta) the motor bus which has played such a very important 
part in transport facilities introduced itself on the roads in Calcutta, 
I say it introduced itself urged by the manufacturer, coupled with 
that very skilful manipulator, the motor salesman. The motor bus 
was introduced on these roads without any form of control. It is a 
regrettable thing to have to say about two of my own countrj^men not 
now with us, but they were the people largely responsible for the 
policy of allowing unlimited omnibuses on the road, and the sight of 
some of these omnibuses is repulsive. 

Sir, I think the owners of omnibuses in the city have ray every 
sympathy; their bad tretttment by Government has be<»n disgraceful, 
and hundreds of men, Indians, have been ruined by the la('k of legis- 
lation which would have enabled them to earn a livelihood. They 
came on to the roads in number.s entirely outside their capacity to 
serve; I do not i)lame the Police, they were allowed to come on to the 
road in such large numbers that none of them ('ould earn a livelihood, 
and they have my every sympathy, and if we are urged to introduce 
this Bill now, it is so that these men should be given a diance of a living 
which they cannot do without some form of restriction on transport, 
and I submit that this Bill would be the best foim of restriction 
possible. 

Dr. NARCSH CHANDRA SEN CURTAs I do not think it is 
ne<‘essar>' to impress upon the House the necessity of the principle on 
which the Bill stands. I, for one, would wholeheartedly support the 
principle of taxing motor vehicles in the way in which it is propo«e<i to 
he done. I am very much in sympathy with Babu Satish Chandra Ray 
Chowdhury when he says that a Bill like this has Iteen long overdue 
so far a.H the mufassal municipalities and district boards are concerned. 
But since the introduction of the Bill <»ii the last occasion there have 
arisen certain circumstances which make it necessary that the matter 
should be reconsidered. Xawab Musharruf Hosain has pointed out 
the great increase in the economic distress in the mufassal. But there 
is one other factor, and that is that there has l>een a great increase 
in the central taxation on motor vehicles and accessories, and the result 
has been that the running of motor vehicles to-day is far more costly 
than it was in the past. The Select Committee, when it met to con- 
sider this Bill, had not these facts l>efore them, and did not consider 
the effect of the central taxation on the motor business. That is one 
of the principal things which ought to be taken into consideration, 
and then, the effect of the central taxation on the motor business is 
now only beginning to be felt. It is necessary' that the effect of this 
central taxation should be more fully studied before the matter is pro- 
ceeded with further. Nothing will be lost by that; as a matter of 
fact legislation in this matter has been delayed a long time, and nothing 



316 


GOVEENMENT BILL. 


[ 16 th F*«. * 


would be lost by a few more months’ delay in consideration of the 
incidence of the central taxation, and how far the industry will be 
able to bear this further taxation. This is a point which I would 
ask the Council to remember. 

[At 4-16 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-f'U) p.m.] 

ilUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Mr. President, Sir, I rise ta 
^ive my wholehearted support to the principles underlying the Bill. 
The heavy motor vehicles traffic is to a great extent responsible for 
the early breakdown of most of the roads in the mufassal. I have 
got a bit practical experience about the difficulties of the municipali- 
ties and district boards to cope with the present day heavy motor 
traffic. For instance, in my municipality at Bansberia, the Strand 
Road formerly required repairs every third or fourth year but now- 
a-days it has got to be repaired every year; even that is not considered 
enough, patch repairs have to be done every now and then. We are 
confronted with this serious road problem which is absorbing a good 
portion of our income to the neglect of other important sanitary pro- 
jects such as drainage wdnch should have followed the opening of 
water-works. We are considering the (|uestion of replacement of 
“Jhaina*’ witli stone metals and asphaltum paint to meet the ever- 
growing motor traffic in the municipality, but that meant lots of money 
which we can ill-afford to spare. Similar is the case with our district 
board roads. The funds at our disposal ur» (juite inadequate to meet 
the increasing demand on road repairs. 

If the roads have to he kept in proper order suited to the present 
conditions of traffic, the levy of a tax on motor vehicles has become 
a matter of urgent necessity to partly compensate the lose sustained by 
the municipalities and district boards. It is anomalous that in urban 
Bengal the poor carter and the hackney-carriage-u’oZfah should be 
made to pay taxes for their cart or carriage, while the motor vehicles 
which largely contribute to the deterioration of the roads should go 
s<*ot-free. With a view to remove this anomaly that I introduced the 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1931, in this Council just a 
year ago on 16th February, 1931, which was circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. Out of 135 opinions received, 118 supported 
the Bill, 13 offered suggestions and only 4 opposed it. Thus it will 
appear that the concensus of public opinion were decidedly in favour 
of the levy of a tax on motor vehicles. 

As the Government introduced the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill^ 
1931, at the last session of the Council held on 21 st July, 1931 — a com- 
prehensive Bill for the whole of the Province including both urban and 
rural, I was asked not to proceed further with my BiR. In considera- 
tion of the fact that the Government Bill had identical purpose to 
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Mrre, I thought fit to allow my Bill to lapse. The rates proposed 
therein were fixed on a different principle but were very moderate quite 
euited to the conditions which prevailed in Benforal. The rates proposed 
in the Government Bill under discussion required revision in this House 
to make it consistent with the economic conditions of this Presidency. 
I hope to get the opportunity of speaking about the tax proposed to be 
imposed on private ears later on. I should now like to speak about the 
motor buses which ply for hire. These vehicles have now become an 
important factor in the speedy transit of passengers in out-of-the-way 
places at a comparatively nominal cost and is considered as a real boon 
to the public at large. If the bus owners ar** heavily taxed, they are 
likely to raise their fares which would be in the long run an indirect 
taxation on the poor people. This is not at all desirable at a time 
when the country is passing through one of the most critical periods 
in its history. The dire economic condition of the people crie<l halt on 
further taxation. Another point worth consideration is that the bus 
industry is a novel experiment in Bengal. Some owners have risked 
their all in this form of business. The depression in trade and com- 
merce are already telling heavily on this nascent industry and care 
should be taken to see that over-taxation may not bring about their 
ruin with consequent extinction of this form of public utility service. 
It may be urged that the rates of taxation of Madras was much higher 
than that of Bengal. Certainly it is. But Madras is not in such a 
helpless condition as Bengal. Its climatic and economic condition were 
superior to that of the malaria-stricken or rather poverty-stricken Bengal. 
They still hold the internal trade of the province in their own hands 
unlike this nation of clerks. Bengal is Bengal and not Madras and all 
comparisons are odious. The condition of Bengal should he the sole 
criterion in the fixing of the rate of taxation. 

I am sorry to find some vital deftHts in the (lovernnient Bill under 
discussion. There is not the slightest indication in the Bill to show how 
the money raised by taxation on motor vehicles will be distributed to 
the local bodies and the principle to be followed in doing so. It has 
been left entirely at the mercy of the I^ocal Government. They have 
been vested with unlimited powers in the matter of the disposal of the 
fund. This is open to serious objection. 

I think the fund should l)e placed at (he disposal of a representative 
board and the Local Government will have the power of supervision 
and interference only in the case of mal-administratiun or inequitous 
treatment towards the different claimants for the doles. The proportion 
of payments should have been clearly defined. Excepting that of the 
fixed amount to be paid to the Calcutta Corporation everything has been 
left vague and indistinct. This is not as it should be. Some of the 
members who happened to be CounciUors of the Calcutta Corporation 
have laid claims for better and fair treatment of the Calcutta Corpora- 
Mon in future payments to that body. I regret none raised their voice 
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for clear elucidation regarding the payment tc be made to the dmtrict 
boards and mimicipalities in the mufaseal. Who is to decide the relatiTe 
importance of each claim and the proportion of payment to each of 
ihein? These are some of the outstanding problems which required 
clear exposition at this stage. The Government should lay the cards 
on the table and let the House know in clear and unambiguous language 
what it has got behind its mind. Another point which required due 
consideration is the apprehension in certain quarters that the cost of 
the realisation of the tax and its administration may absorb a good 
proportion of the income as is the case with several departments of 
Government. 

The motion that the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill, 1931, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration was tlien 
put and agreed to. 


Clause L 

Mr« PfIiilPEIfTs Order, order. The question is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr« C« Wtf QUmiillt Sir, I beg to move that in clause 1 (/) for the 
figures ‘*1981" the figures "1932" be substituted. 

Sir, the object of this amendment is obvious. 

The Hofimte Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
accept this amendment. 

The motion that in clause 1 (1) for the figures "1931" the figures 
"1932" be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

Maulvl ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that to clause 1 {2) the 
following be added, namely: "not earlier than the Ist of AprO, 1933." 

Sir^ the main reason for moving my amendment is the eo^treme 
economio distreae that is still prevailing in the country. Generally 
speaking, no one should be in favour of imposing a heavy tax on this 
class of business in our province at this hard time. For the last two 
years, trade and commerce have practically come to a standstill, and 
it cannot be gainsaid that all businessmen and traders are living from 
hand to mouth at this time. 1 am not fully aware of the condition (d 
traffic in Calcutta, but as regards the condition of this traffic in 
mufasaal, I am fully aware that this motor traffic is almost dead there 
at Uie present time. Almost 99 per cent, of motor owners inouned 
heavy debts and purchased new motor vehicles on ttm hiref»iiiehase 
system soma yeam before and shortly after their purchase the prsaeni 
aiiBanngs have begun, la o on se queno e ol this aW H sm ii fo 
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distrM motor owners, specially mufassa! motor owners, have not been 
able lo repay their debts and there is no chance of their doing so in the 
near future. I myself purchased tw'o motor buses, and to tell you the 
truth, I have suffered a loss of Rs. 5,000 (laughter). The condition is 
almost similar with other motor owners whose motors ply for public 
conveyance, and I can assert that some of the motor owners in the 
mufassal who purchased motors for business purposes, shall have to sell 
not only their motors but also their ancestral properties to repay their 
debts, and others shall have to evade their liabilities by declaring 
themselves bankrupt w’ithin a short time. Under the provisions of the 
existing Motor Vehicles Act all motor owners have to pay a registration 
tax annually and the motor owners in Calcutta have to pay additional 
heavy tax to the Corporation. Duties on petrol, lubricating oil and 
other motor accessories have already become almost double in the oourse 
of a year. The country is still in the grip of the economic crisis and 
there is no knowing that our sufferings will come to an end in a short 
time. Under these circumstances, I hope the Council will recommend 
to the Government not to impose any new tax before the 1st of April, 
1933. 


Babu SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is the 
general sense of the House and it is even the wish of those who agree 
with the principle of the Bill that the present is not an opportune time 
for imposing further taxation. It is feared that if this tax is imposed 
immediately, it will add very little to the revenue. On the other hand, 
it will lead to the extinction of motor buses aud lorries. In other 
words, you will be killing the hen which is to lay the golden eggs. In 
view of this it is quite fair to have the operation of the Act postponed 
till 1933. It may be said even then the situation may not improve and 
that there is no justification for the postponement. But, Sir, we are 
drifting on somehow now, and we hope that things will grow better 
by April, 1933. But if our expectations and calmilations are falsified 
and things do not improve, well, then the operation of the Art can 
possibly do no barm as the bus and lorry services which are now 
struggling are bound to disappear by then. For these rea^ns I move 
for the postponement of the operation of the Bill till April, 1938, and 
i hope the Hon'ble Ministw will accept this amendment. 


Mr. CAMRilLL FORRltTlRl 8ir, I have full sympathy with 
the bus owners. My bon’ble friend, Mr. Dain, has pointed out that a 
great hardship will be caused to the bus owners by the operation of this 
Act and he incidentaUy mentioned how his Company has suffered evw 
hdm the hasdsksps that wiU ba imposed under the ooadtlioM if ^ 
BiB iapaaaedhalorf thinking oi taxing the buses, we ought to tm oMOf 
mint finfT — ^ ^ Madraa. What happened Aate? Ahaat mm 
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btmdred buses were wiped out in the course of one day because of excess 
taxation. Sir^ I do not hold any brief for the bus holders, but 1 must 
say that we should all have sympathy and consideration for the poor 
travelling public who will eventually suffer because it stands to reason 
that if we are going to impose further taxation on bus owners there 
will be an increase in bus fares. So, Sir, there is an objection to the Bill. 
There is also the question of the Calcutta Corporation, the Corporation 
recognised 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better deal with the amendment. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I bow to your ruling. Sir. My 
main point is that I consider that it is the duty of this House to weigh 
the question very tarefully because our sympathy must go out to the 
travelling public 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about the amendment itself? 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I am speaking about the heavy 
taxation of buses because the previous speaker made all his remarks on 
buses and that was what brought me to my feet. I support the 
amendment. 

The Hon’Me Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may say, Sir, 
that it is no particular pleasure to the Government to be unjust to the 
bus owners nor is it their desire tliat the buses should be wiped out. 
I do not think it will be possible to put off the Bill till April, 1933. It 
will take some time to put the Bill into operation and without causing 
any inconvenience to bus owners and private motor car owners. I 
cannot, however, give any assurance that this will be postponed for one 
year. What I con say is that we will certainly take a considerable time 
before the Act actually comes into operation and it will be sometime 
before actual ooUection will begin. I oppose the motion. 

The motion that to clause 1 ( 2 ) the following be added, namely — 
**not earlier than the 1st of April, 1933” 

was then put and a division taken aith the following mult : — 


All, MmMvI Naiiaai 
AaMa, Maaivi taaia Aaiii«. 
■antrll, mr , P. 

AtMiii, Hiv NaeMMiea KMaar. 
MillsrtaA Me. A. a. 


AYES. 




193^] 


OOVEENMENT BILL. 


W OM Wt aMM (IM MMaMta. 
Hmmt Nasi iMiMMii. 

Hwmim, itamik MMiMrrttf, KImm 
Haiti, Mnlt 

Mittr% ■tkv tamt OkaiMira. 
Maakariiik Hr. tyaiwmfwK. 
MulikfPiHiMya, fiai takib tarat 
Mac, taka ink Ul. 

PtMar, Sttk Nimviiiaa Pnaak. 


m 


Jky. Haku KbattH' nMa. 

tMkaraawar. 
Mw talM 
•taai, kaba NatMU. 

«•». Hr. tarat tCvaiar. 

ttapta, Or. NarMk Okaakra. 
•irtar, Dr. Sir Niirmtaa. 
•ataimaii, Hatiiti Hukaaiaiaa. 


NOES. 


Ali, Haaivi tyia NanHiar. 

Aattm, Hr. j. H. 

OakBk, Haaivi tyvd Hajia. 

•al, kaka Laiit Kaaiar. 

•at, Hr. tarat Okandra. 
kaimariM, kaka diiandralal. 
karclay, Hr. C. 

"Slid *****^ "**“*** Hakam. 

klrkiayrt, Hr. H. 

ktandy, Hr. C. N. 

kata, Hr. t. H. 

kattamlay, Hr. d. h. 

•arai, kaka Oakal Ckafid. 

Okaadkari, Or. datandra Ckaadra. 
Ckaadkarl, Kkan kakadar Haaivi 
Aliaiaiiaaiafi, 

®*****dkarl, Kkan kakadar Haaivi Hakiar 
Rakman. 

Ckaadkari, Hauivi tyad Otman Haidar. 
Okaadkary, Haaivi Nural Akaar. 

CkaaHkary. Haaivi Akdal kkani. 

Clark, Hr. 1. A. 

Cakan, Hr. 0. d. 

Oa pp i wk ar, Hajar-Oanaral W. V. 

Caapar, Hr. C. k. 

Oain, Hr. 0. R. 

0«a» Rai kakadar KaaMni Kamar. 
iaaafii, Haaivi Nar Rakman Kkan. 

Par^ai. tka Nan*kla Naarak K. k. H., Kkan 


Faaaaa, Hr. k. r. 

Parraatar, Hr. d. Campkall. 
kangali, Rai kakadar taail Kamar. 
kkaaa, tka Naa*kta Sir k. k« 
kkiMvi, tka HaR*kla AlkadI tir Akdak 


kilakriat. Hr. 11. N. 

» Hai 


kaka, Hika Pratalla Kamar. 
kaka, Hr. P. n. 
kamar. Hr. C. W. 

Edkadar Haaivi Atiial. 
Nlkflnt, Hr. R. 

Napkyna, Hr. W. t. 

Haaaaiii, Haaivi Hakammad. 

Haaaain. Haaivi Utatat. 

Karr, Hr. W. d. 

Kkan, Haaivi AmlnHit«iaman. 

Kkan, Haaivi Tamituddin. 

Kkan, Hr. Rataar Rakman. 

Hataira, Hr. L. T. 

Harr, tka Man'kla Hr. A. 

Haaan, Hr. k. A. 

Hillar, Hr. O. 0. 

Hamki, Kkan kakadar Hakammad Akdal. 
Halliak, Hr. Hahanda kakary. 

Naiimaddin, tka Hon*kla Hr. KkwaJa. 
Nartan. Hr. M. R. 

Ordiak, Hr. d. I. 

PkJlpat, Hr. M. c. V. 

Prantiaa, tka Han’bla Hr. W. 0. R, 

Rakaam, Hr. A. 

Rakman, Haaivi Ariaar. 

Rakman, Hr. A. P. 

Rakman, Hr. A. F. H. Abdar* 

Rai Hakaaai, Hanindra Oak. 

Ray, kaka Natandra Namyan. 

Ray Ckaadkari, Hr. K. 0. 

Raaa, Hr. d. 

Ray, Hr. tailaaarar Cinfk. 

Ray, tka Nan'kia Hr. kiiay Praaad ilngk. 
•aadatallak, Haaivi Hakammad. 
taia-adHin, Hr Kkam|a. 

Urkm’t Rai taklk Rakati HakaR. 

• amn a r , Hr. C. R. 


Wilhinaan, Hr. N. R. 


The Ayes being 2T and the Noee 73 the motion waa loat. 


4-46 p.m. 

Mr, PRiilDlNTs The quettion i« thot claime 1, at amended, tiaod 
part of the Bill. The motion waa put and agreed to. 
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Claute 3. 

Mr. PR ESI DINT: The queetion is that clauM 3 ata&d part of the 
BiU. 

The follon'ing motion was called but not moved : — 

“Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur to move that in 
clause 3, line 2, after the word ‘persons’, the words ‘not being police 
officers’ be inserted.” 

Rai Dfa HARIOHAN DUTT Baliadlir: 1 beg to move that clause 3, 

line 2, after the word “persons” the words “or agency” be inserted. 

Under clause 8 the Local Oovernment will liave power by notification 
in the Gazette to appoint such persons as they think fit to be taxing 
officers under the Act. I suggest the addition of the words “or 
agency” after the word “persons” so as to make it possible for 
Government to authorise local bodies to realise the tax on behalf of the 
Government of Bengal. So far as I know in Calcutta Government 
have in the Corporation a suitable agency which is already doing this 
work and it could easily continue to do so on behalf of the Government 
at a very little (;ost. If Government proceeded to set up a separate 
agency for the assessment and collection of this tax it may prove more 
costly than under the spgis of the Corporation of Calcutta. On the 
other hand it would be cheaper if the Government C4>uld utilise so far 
as practicable wdiatever agency may he available or existing at present. 
I am not sure if local Imdies are included in the category of “persons” ; 
if it does, then my amendment will be out of place, but if not, I hope 
my amendment w'ill not be objected to by Government because my 
suggestion will not interfere with their object but would enable them 
to authorise any agency which may exist or which may arise, later 
that may be acceptable to Government. 

Mr« C* W. ttllRNlR: The Hai Bahadur has put forward a very 
interesting suggestion enlarging the scope of the Bill and it would have 
the effect of giving Gwwament at any time the option of entrusting 
a local authority the pow’er of collecting these taxes. Our intention 
is, at present and probably for some time to come to operate these 
taxes through the agency of the Motor Vehicles Department of the 
Calcutta Police which already deals with fees under the Motor Vehicles 
Act. We quite appreciate the value of thi.s alternative provision and 
we are quite prepared to accept the amendment of Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur. 

The motion that in clause 8, line 2, after the word “persons’* the 
words “or agency” be inserted was put and agreed to. 
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F^WI^lUTl The qoefttkm k tlwrt cltv^e S, m Amended, etend 

pAfi «l the Bill. 

Tlie motion was put and aj^reed to. 

Ciause 4. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Dr* NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of information, 
Sir. Clause 4 reads thus: “As from the first day of April, 1932, a tax 
at the rate specified in the First Schedule shall he imposed on all motor 
vehicles kept or used in Bengal.'’ Having regard to the statement 
made by the Hon^bie Minister I ask whether he ax>uid U)ink of 
proposing an amendment to that effect. 

nm Mr. BMOY PRASAM tlllCif ROY: I do not think 

an amendment is necessary. It will be some time before actual 
collection begins. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

•<Rai SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdI SAlMlflur to move that in 
clause 4 {2a) ^ line 2, after the word ’whde’ the words 'or part’ be 
inserted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question i.s that clause 4 stand part of the 
BiU. 

Ibe motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 5 to 9 and 9 A . 

Mr. PRESIDEIIT: The question is that clauses 5. 6, 7, 8, 9 and 9A 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Mr. RRESiDEIIT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
BiB. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: 1 sent in an amendment not in the present form 
but it hftft been changed by the Legislative Department. If I move this 
amendment now it will absolutely kill clause 10 if my amendments 
Nos. 13 and, 14 be not accepted. 

Mr. PMSIDEIITs Are ytra prepared to move your Amendment as it 
se^mdf on paporP 
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Mr* Pt N. CUHAs No. If you refer to motions Nos. Id snd 14 you 
will find that the following words occur ^'The Local Oovemment skall, 
after every two financial years commencing with Aprils 1934, examine 
and adjust the revenue derived from the taxes, etc., etc.” So 1 do not 
want to move it at this stage. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

«<Mr. P. N. GUHA and Mr. D. d. COHEN to move that in clause 10 
(I), line 1, after the word ^annually’ the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

Hill the end of the financial year 1933-34’.” 

<>Rai 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move that in 
douse 10 (/), line 2, the words ^and a half’ be omitted.” 

•<Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move that in 
clause 10 (7), lines 3 to 0, the words beginning with ‘being 
approximately’ and ending with ‘31st March, 1930’ be omitted.” 

5 p.m. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Sir, 1 move the amendments 
which stand in iny name. 

May I point out that 1 have two amendments in my name I' My idea 
is that in case the first amendment is not accepted by the Council then 
and then only I shall ask the Council to take into consideration my 
second amendment. Sir, w'ith your permission, I would like to move 
both these amendments together. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y es, you can do so. But I will put them 
separately. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 beg to move that to clause 
10 (/), the following provisos be added, namely: — 

“Provided that in case the nett amount realised by the Local 
Government on account of the tax imposed under this Act on all motor 
vehicles kept or used within the niunicipal limits of Calcutta as defined 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, exceeds Ks. 4^ lakhs in any year, 
the Local Government shall pay in respect of that year to the 
Corporation a further sum equivalent io 70 per cent, of the amount by 
which the actual nett realisation exceeds the aforesaid sum of Rs. 4^ 
lakhs : 

Provided further that such excess sum as may be paid by the 
Local Government in accordance writh the above proviso shall be 



GOVERNMENT BILL, 


m 


expended by the Corporation for such work or works in connection with 
the oonatruction, maintenance or improvement of new or existing roads 
within the municipal limits of Calcutta as the Corporation may, with 
the approval of the Local Government, decide/’ 

I also beg to move that to clause 10 (/), the following proviso be 
added, namely:— 

“Provided that in case the nett amount realised by the liocal 
Government on account of the tax imposed under this Act on motor 
vehicles kept or used within the municipal limits of Calcutta as defined 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 192*3, exceeds Us. 4i lakhs in any year, 
the Local Government shall expend on the construction, maintenance 
or improvement of new or existing roads within the municipal limits 
of Calcutta, 75 per cent, of the amount by which the actual nett 
realisation exceeds the aforesaid sum of Its. 4^ lakhs.” 

This clause 10 (1) as settled by the Select Committee provided for 
the payment of Us. 4^ lakhs every year to the Corporation as compensa- 
tion for loss of revenue which the Corporation will incur owing to the 
assessment of motor vehicles in Calcutta and the collection of tax on 
account of them being taken over by Government. 

The amount realised by the Corporation in 1930-t31 was Rs. 4,64,000 
Although the Select Committee have raised the amount of corniMmsation 
payable from Rs. 4 lakhs provided in the original Bill to Rs. 4^ lakhs, 
it will still fall short of the actual reali.^ation by about Rs. 14,000. 
Furthermore, the Corporation have represented that the average annual 
increase of revenue from motor carH during the last five years is 
Rs. 28,000 on the existing basis. 1 would a.sk you to remember that 
this Rs. 28,000 is arrived at if we calculate on the schedule of taxes 
prevailing in Calcutta. We will be depriving the Corporation of this 
growing source of revenue although their liability in the matter of the 
upkeep of roads in Calcutta will continue and will certainly go on 
increasing. Even on the basis of the present scale of taxation, the 
Corporation will in the short spac’c of four years 1 m! losing Rs. 1,12,(K)0 
a year. On the basis of the new schedule now proposed in this Bill the 
annual increase in revenue is certain to be very much more than the 
figure on the basis of which the proposed compensation has been fixed, 
with the result that the actual loss to the city in four years will lie 
very much more than Rs. 1,12,000. The bulk of the revenue will 
come from Calcutta; the tax has always belonged to the Corporation and 
ia legitimately theirs. When we seek to provincialise it, we should 
try and see that at least no loss is infiicied on the city. Viewing the 
question from this standpoint^ I feel bound to say that the fixing of a 
definite sum of Be. ^ Inkha a year, without any provision for 
periodical rerision and without any allowance for the yearly growth 
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wkieH is bound to occur, is definitsiy unlntr to the city, and m a 
roprssentaiire of the city of Calcutta 1 feel it my duty to enter my 
emphatic protest against this. 

The responsibilities of the Corporation in the matter of the upkeep 
of roads are increasing. Ten years ago the expenditure on bituminous 
road surfacing amounted to about Rs. 5 lakhs ; in 1930-31 the Corporation 
spent nearly Rs. 7} lakhs or about 50 per cent, more than 10 years ago. 
The total expenditure on roads and footpaths in Calcutta amounted to 
nearly Rs. 17 lakhs in 1920-21: the corresponding expenditure in 
1930-31 was much higher. The time is near at hand when the 
Corporation will have to undertake the reconstruction of some of the 
arterial roads with concrete or something similar to cope with the ever- 
growing motor traffic and it is precisely at this juncture that Gk>vem- 
ment seek to deprive the Corporation of a growing source of rerenue. 
In tlie face of these facts, it passes ray comprehension as to how a fixed 
compensation of Rs. 4^ lakhs can be justified. I sincerely trust that it 
is not the intention to tax the city’s vehicles, and to appropriate, by an 
Act of the Legislature, an item of the city’s revenue for meeting 
Oovennnent obligations in the matter of provincial roads outside 
Calcutta. 

1 am glad to find on a reference to the Select Committee’s report 
now before us tlmt the llon’ble Minister and Ids Secretary liave both 
added notes of dissent and have suggested that there should be some 
arrangement for a periodii^l revision of the amount of compensation 
payable to the Corporation. My difficulty is how we can in a statute 
fix a definite sum and immediately provide for its alteration by a 
committee or an arbitration board periodically. 

Kquity and justice demand that the whole realisation on account of 
the motor vehicles plying in Calcutta, whatever that may be, whether 
it be less or more than Rs. 4J lakhs, should be made over to the 
Corporation after deducting the cost of collection or other expenses 
incurred on that gccount. If this is not possible, the city can 
legitimately (*laira that at least a large percentage of the excess over 
Rs. 4) lakhs should be made available to the city; the remaining 
portion of the excess being utilised for provincial needs in the matter 
of roads. 

Sir, at this stage I would point out to my friends that when I 
drafted this amendment I suggested in it that 75 per cent, of the exceea 
abould go to the city, the remaining 25 per cent, bring uttlked for 
provincial needs. Since then on further consideration of the matt^ I 
am disposed to amend tny amendment by changing the figitne **75 per 
cent.** to **50 per cent.*’ with your permtsaion and the permisaiiMi of 
thU House. 
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Ag ihia Rdditioiifd reyenue will be ayaikble to the city as the result 
of Gemiimeiit action, Government may lay down a condition that the 
excess over Be. 4^ lakhs must be utilised by the Corporation on such 
roads as tbe Corporation may, with the approval of Government, 
decide. 

••fi P« li# GUHAs But how can you dictate to the Corporation? 

Rai Dfi HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadlif* If my friend Mr. Guha has 
the patience to hear what I have ffot to shy he will see that 1 am only 
suggesting this as a matter of compromise. If something has to be 
done the least line of resistance is the best I cun mggest. The arrange- 
ment is one which should commend itself from other points of view. 
The city of Calcutta is the capital of the Province, although no longer 
the capital of India, and it is a strong-hold of Kuropean commerce and 
the Kuropean community in India and has a great University and is 
also a medical centre. Some of the problems in connection with the 
city s roads have to be looked at from a larger standpoint than that of 
purely local needs, and the arrangement which I have sought to 
in(‘orp<)rate in my amendment wdll make it possible for Government to 
have the additional revenue spent on roads in Calcutta in which the 
Province as a whole is interested. It will also obviate any misgiving 
that the Corporation, after getting this additional money from Govern- 
ment, may not spend it for the purpose for which it is raised, or on 
roads which Government or the provincial or imperial interests centered 
in ('alcutta may consider important. 1 draw' my friend Mr. Guha’s 
attention to this. I would make it clear, how’ever, that this condition 
will apply only in regard to the disposal of the excess over Rs. 41 lakhs. 
That, I believe, would meet the point which is uppermost in Mr. Guha’s 
mind. If this is not acceptable, then 1 suggest as the next best 
alternative that it should he obligatory on Government to spend 50 per 
cent, of the excess on tbe construction, maintenance and improvement 
of new or existing roads within the Municipal limits of Calcutta as 
Government may decide. As a representative of the city, 1 feel I can 
legitimately claim that at least 50 per cent, of the excess revenue which 
the city will contribute should be spent on the city roads; whether 
through the Corporation or Government is a matter of secondary 
consideration. Otherwise it will be impossible to resist the feeling that 
once again, as in the case of the amusement tax a few years ago, the 
city of Calcutta is being fleeced to provide for provincial needs. 

Sir, these are the reasons which have led me to move the amend* 
Bimits. I do not know if 1 shall be so fortunate as to get the support 
of Govmment but I hope that they would coodescend to accept it. I 
mice again appeal siseti^y to the Hoa’ble Minister and tbe Secretary, 
Ijooal SeR-OoveraiiiMii Ospartment, that in a Bill like this the claims 
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ot the city of Calcutta ought not to be lost sight (A, and 1 submit, Sir, 
that the apportionment of 50 per cent, between the city and the ProTince 
should meet the requirements of the Bill. With your permission, Sir, 
I amend my motion by substituting 50 per cent, for 75 per cent, in both 
the amendments. 


Mr. P. H. CUHA: Mr. President, Sir, I move that after clause 
10 (7) the following new clause l)e inserted, namely: — 

“(ifl) The IjoouX Government shall, after every two financial years 
commencing with April, 1934, eataraine and adjust the revenue derived 
from the taxes on the motor vehicles in Calcutta and shall pay to the 
said Corporation three-fourths of the excess revenue, if any, over and 
above the sum of four and a half lakhs aforesaid.’* 

Sir, 1 would at the very outset tell the House that the statutory 
provision of the payment of a fixed sum to the Calcutta Corporation 
for all times to come out^of the proceeds of the motor vehicle taxes is 
considered as unfair and unjust by every citizen of Calcutta. The 
revenue derived by taxing the motor cars is increasing year after year 
and so it is a source of expanding revenue to the Corporation. The 
income on this head was almost negligible a few years ago but last 
year we had so much as Rs. 4,64,000. My friends here will probably 
agree witli me in thinking that the volume of business is rapidly increas- 
ing in (-aJcutta and along with it the necessity of the use of motor 
vehicles is also increasing. Dr. llaridhan Dutt may cry hoarse over 
the poverty of the people but we all know that people residing in 
Calcutta are making almost a mad rush to own motor vehicles. Even 
a man of modest income purchases a car and so the increase in the 
number of motor cars in Calcutta is expected to be almost enormous in 
the very near future. The Corporation of Calcutta has, therefore, been 
very rightly expecting to derive a big revenue by taxing the motor cars. 
The officers there told me the other day that income on this head will 
exceed Rs. 5 lakhs at the close of the present financial year. I, there- 
fore, hold that to limit the payment to the Corporation to Rs. 4J lakhs 
only will be very unfair. 

Sir, the House should not overlook the fact that the Corporation 
never begged of the Government to relieve it of the burden of collecting 
the taxes on motor cars. It is quite competent in doing its duty and 
has been doing so for these years. The Government which is yet all 
powerful in every direction is going to deprive the Corporation of a big 
sum of money and cripple its legitimate source of income for all times 
to come with the help of a l^slative measure. This, Sir, will be a 
repetition of the scand^ of the Meeton award. Six, you are aware that 
this iniquitous award has done a grave injuatioe to the provinoee only 
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to the CeatTAl Gh>yernment and the present proyision of the Motor 
Vehi jss Tax Bill, if passed, will similarly enrich the Gbyemment of 
Bengal at the cost of the Corporation of Calcutta. Sir, I know there 
are people in this House and elsewhere who are sore against the 
Corporation but these people are committing a graye blunder in thinking 
that the Corporation will for all times to come remain under the control 
of men who are there now. Every ratepayer in Calcutta should there- 
fore do his best to help the Corporation in every way. I, on Whalf of 
myself, and the Corporation and on behalf of every citieen of Calcutta 
very strongly protest against the attempt of the Government to cripple 
the resources of the Corporation. 

Sir, I shall be satisfied if the Government accepts the principle of 
periodical readjustment of the revenue derived from the motor vehicles 
within the municipal limits of Calcutta, and shall l>e glad to give up 
my claim for 76 per cent, as mentioned in the resolution I have just 
now moved. I want the House to remove the statutory injustice. Sir, 
the clause in the Bill says that the Corporation will be paid only Rs. 4J 
lakhs and that even if the revenue derived from Calcutta motor 
vehicles amounts to twenty lakhs. A more palpable injustice can 
hardly be thought of. Sir, I have pointed out in my note of dissent 
that there is no possibility of spending any money either for the upkeep 
of old roads or for constructing new roads in the city of Calcutta by 
the Road Board. The Corporation has got enough money and is com- 
petent to do everything in connection with the roads in Cabtutla and 
so it will never go to the Rf^ad Board for help. All that it wants is 
that its own money may not be snatched away by force by the Govern- 
ment. 

Sir, if you look to the Bill which is under consideration, you will 
find that the very first note of dissent has come from the Minister and 
his Secretary. They state “we shall prefer some provisions for a 
periodical revision of the amount to be paid to the ( alcutta Corpora- 
tion after a certain term of years.' That is the exact thing which I 
want the House to accept. I do not want to bind down the Government 
to pay any definite percentage of the Ux realised but I am keen on 
having the principle of readjustment accepted. If that is done then 
I shall gladly take off the words “examine and adjust the revenue from 
the taxes on the motor vehicles in Calcutta and shall pay to the said 
Corporation three-fourths of the excess revenue" and subs^titute the 
following “to pay to the said Corporation such sums as nmy be decided 
by the Government." Sir, I do not want the future Minister, Board 
or agency that may deal with Motor Vehicles Tax Act, to turn out the 
Corporation by saying, “Oh, we cannot do anything. The matter has 
been definitely settled by an Act of the legislature." I am keen on 
having such a cxmtingency removed and that is why I am pressing the 
House to accept the principle of periodical readjurtment. 
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Sir, 1 would, with your kind pormiaaion, like to mmend my motion 
in the following lines: 'The local Goyemment shall pay each per- 
centage of the sum derived from the taxes on motor vehicles in Calcutta 

may be decided upon by them,^' or any other suitable form accept- 
able to the Legislative Department of the Government. In conclusion 
I do not realise how the Government can refuse to accept my motion 
specially in view of the note of dissent appended to the report of the 
Select Committee by the Minister and his Secretary. If they do, then 
all that I can do is to appeal to the House to show their disapproval of 
the unjustifiable attitude of the Government by unanimously accepting 
my motion. 

Mrt Of <!• COHEN: Sir, 1 would like to move the amendment which 
ntands in my name in a slightly altered form. May I read it, Sir? 

Mr. PREilDiNT. What is your position? Mr. Guha and you gave 
notice of one amendment; Mr. Guha has moved it and if you like you 
may speak on it. 

Mr. D. d. COHEN: I would like to make a slight alteration in the 
wording of the amendment as it would clarify the matter. May I have 
your permission to read it? I believe Mr. Guha will be agreeable to 
accept it. I beg to propose that after clause 10 (1) the following new 
clause be inserted, vis . : — 

“(7a) The local Government shall, after every two financial years 
commencing with April, 1934, examine and adjust the revenue derived 
from the taxes on the motor vehicles in Calcutta and shall pay to the 
said Corporation one-half of the excess of nett revenue, if any, over 
and above the sum of Rs. 41 lakhs aforesaid. “ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Guha, do you accept this alteration? 


Mr. P. N. OUHA: Sir, my position is this. I would have gladly 
accepted it but I want the views of Government as to whether they are 
going to accept the principle I have laid down. 

Mr. PREilDiNT: As a rule I am opposed to any alterations being 
made at the eleventh hour and I am afraid in this particular case, 
further complications are going to be created as you two are not of 
the same mind. 

Mr. P. N. CUMA: So far as I unckrstand Government will not 
aocept this altaratkm. 
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Ili%( INHilMIITl In tknt C9m tb© nmendmMit m it is in tke 
agen^ fi» alteration will be allowed. 

Mri B* il« CtftfEN; Sir, having regard to the fact that Dr. Dutt 
was allowed to amend his motion relating to this matter I hope, Sir, 
you will kindly allow me to amend my motion. 

Mr. PREIIDEMT: But that dties not create a pre<'edent. Each 
case must be loft to my discretion. I cannot go on changing amoad-^ 
ments in this fashion; more so, when I find that it creates ('omplirations. 


Mr. P. N. GUHA: Well, Sir, T have no ohjecfion to accepting Mr. 
Cohen’s motion. 

Mr. PREEIOENT* Then both of you are agn»ed. The House will 
note that the motion of Mr. Guha, as already moved, stands altered 
as suggested by the mover and Mr. Cohen. 


Mr. 0. 4 . COHEN: Sir, the previous sfieakers have already given 
most of the facts. I will now c'onfine myself to just a few other 
observations. The Hon’ble Minister’s note of dissent is a very valuable 
one, having reganl to the fact that up to about a year and a half ago 
he was himself a c'ouncillor of the Corporation and a meinl>er of the 
Improvement Trust. He realises the difficulties of the Corijoration and 
it is, I take it, for that reason that he thought fit to put in the note of 
dissent. There may l>e other reasons. Although the case is not quite 
analogous, the Corporation has to pay to the Improvement Trust a 
certain percentage and to-day after several years of working the 
Corporation has to pay over six times the amount of money that it had 
first to pay from its coffers. I urge that point to show that if you ask 
the House now to limit the payment to the Corporation it would not 
be fair as the Corporation would eventually be the largest oontributor 
to this road fund for the improvement of provincial roads. To-day the 
figure compares not very unfavourably with Rs. 41 lakhs, the sum that 
is put in the Bill, and that figure may mount up to ten lakhs or even 
more as is quite likely. Is it the intention of the House that the city 
should pay almost the entire amount or the major portion of the money 
that will he derived from this taxation? That is the first point I wish 
to urge. 

The aeeoDd point is that the Corporaiton of Calcutta has had this 
•ouroe of revemie giveo to it under the existing Act. By thu Bill 
yxm are taking airay thia aouroe of revenue and want to aubitHuto it 
by a fixed mm of mmoy. The Corporaikm ia at preaent ifieading ovW 
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Bs. 17 lakhs on maintenance of roads — ^that is the Agm I hare got 
from the Chief Accountant. It is spending about Bs. 9 lakhs on 
asphalting roads. That shows clearly that the amount of money that 
the Corporation has been deriving from this taxation does not cover 
even half the amount that is required for the maintenance of loads. 
When it is further remembered that the maintenance charges on roads 
are increasing owing to the increase in the number of roads taken in 
hand not only for asphalting but for painting, apart from general main* 
tenance, is it right to cut down the source of revenue and expect the 
Corporation to keep up better roads? It is to be remembered also that 
ij» the (corporation we are receiving complaints from various parts of 
I he city that some of the roads are not kept up to the standard that the 
residents there would like them to be kept. 

6«1() p.m. 

Are we going to pay the Corporation a sum of money which will 
reduce the revenues, and expect the Corporation to be able, however 
much they may be inclined to, to keep up the expenditure and maintain 
the roads satisfactorily? 

Then, Sir, this 4^ lakhs which has been put in the Bill, is calculated 
on the basis of the present taxation as provided in the Calcutta 
Municipal Act. The Bill contemplates increasing that, and under 
ordinary conditions, if this Bill had not been introduced, the Corpora- 
tion would have been justified, to increase the rate of taxation and 
would have thereby recovered the benefit of that increase. So that in 
calculating that amount we ought to consider it on the basis of the 
increased taxation, and if you take it on that basis, you will find that 
the amount jmt into the Bill, us a contribution to the Corporation, is 
certainly much less than what will be realised by (tovemment even in 
the first year. Having regard to all these factors, is it not in the interests 
of the city that we should not whittle down the funds of the Ckirporation 
to on extent that may necessitate spending less money with the result 
that tbe roadt will not be kept up to the present standard. 

Then, Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has been able to urge just one 
reason why this particular Bill is justified. He says that all the roads 
leading to Calcutta should be improved. I agree with that. How 
many roads are there and what will be the annual maintenance charges? 
Compare the area of these roads with the ar^a of the roads in the entire 
city. If that is the only point that he has been able to urge, am I not 
justified in asking this House to accept my amendment which provides 
for a revision? If. unfortunately trade conditions go on as badly as 
they are at present, possibly the Ckurporation may not be able to benefit 
much within a short period, but still tbe right has got to be acoi^ted, 
and it is that right that I am contending for in this House. 
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Or^llAilBtH GHAMDRA GEN GUPTA: I would be in sympathy 
with any proposal which provides for a periodical adjustment of the 
profits of this new taxation, but I find it difficult to support any of the 
concrete proposals which have been placed before the House, and 
which tie down the Government to a particular proportion. And I find 
it even more diflScult to accept the principle upon which it lias been 
attempted to found the arguments put forward by some of the speakers 
in favour of the principle. It has been reiterated more than once that 
Calcutta being made to pay for the benefit of the Province, and that 
Calcutta should not be fleeced for the benefit of the Province. That is 
the sort of argument which the citijsens of Calcutta should be the last 
persons to make. They must remember that there is not a pice worth 
of real basic wealth produced in the city of Calcutta, every pice that 
comes ino Calcutta has been produced in the mufassal. It is necessary, 
therefore, to remind the House of this fact as an answer to that argument. 
Whenever a single pice is going to be taken out of Calcutta, ('alcutta 
will go on crying out against it as a holy horror. It is not as if 
Calcutta is in particular need of this money. As a matter of fact, it 
cannot be suggested that there is any paucity of funds in the Corjmra- 
tion of Calcutta. On the contrary, where now every other institution 
is starving, we might say that the position of the Corporation of (’alcutta 
IS. I might almost say, one of a plethora of funds. 

Having regard to that, I am not at all impressed with the argument 
tl»at the Calcutta Corporation is going to lose. ( alcutta has got to 
make its contribution for the improvement of the Province. Calcutta 
18 what it is, because of the labours of the people of the Province (Hear I 
Hear!) and it is time that it began to think its contribution to the 
Province in a more generous spirit. 

Babu iATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; I oppose the 
amendments. The movers of the three amendments have spoken like 
advocates of the Calcutta Corporation, and it is no wonder be<ause they 
are members of the Corporation 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: On a point of order, Sir, 

I am no longer connected with the Corporation; I am no longer a 
member. 

Babu SAYliH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: He was for a 

long tune a member, and he hopes to be a member again ; Mr. Guha also 
seems to me to forget that he also belongs to Barisal. though he is a 
member of the Calcutta Corporation. But happily he went so far as 
to say he would be satisfied only with the acceptance of the principle 
of adjustment. That is all very well coming from him. had it not been 
for timt fact this Bs. lakhs would not be touched. It is with 
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f'BlfWfdl to the esreoM that he wm pfofittrod to gm mnd tdko. !■ other 
coords, it i« '"heods, I win, tails, yon lose’*; so if thm k to he any 
adjustment at all, the adjnstment must cotot not only the extra hut 
also the present payment. What is the guarantee that we are going 
to have ^ lakhs of rupees for all time to eome? Mr. Guha spoke of 
the figures of 1980, but he was careful enough not to speak of the eurrent 
year. This year, there is a tremendous deficit in the Corporation’s 
budget ; that deficit must come partly under the head of this particular 
revenue also. (A voice: No.) What is the principle underlying this 
Bill? 

Mr. Ji CAMPBELL FORRESTER* Is it a question of the legal 
income of the whole of the Corporation? I am afraid he is referring 
to the Corporation as a whole. 


Mr. 0. 4. BOHEM: I can perhaps give him the figure that may 
satisfy him. The budget estimate prepared by the Chief Executive 
OMcsr on the first 9 months receipts of the coming year was 
Rs. fi.SOjOOO more than we had before 


Mr. 0. W. CURNER: It hos to be ascertained whether or not those 
figures include realisation from motor vehicles 

BMmi BATIBM CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: The principle 
underlying this Bill is that no body should claim a full share of the 
funds derived under it. For instance, when this income comes to be 
distributed amongst different areas, no district should be allowed to 
that because it has yielded so much, therefore it is entitled to so 
much every year. On the contrary, the general idea is to have a 
general fund to meet the needs of those areas mostly in need of help. 
Another reason, probably the main reason, is to help the mufassal 
areas which are in a very bad way ; it is not only for Calcutta that this 
Bill is introdxioed, but really to improve the general condition of com- 
munications in the whole of the Province. I may say. Sir, that in 
the mufassal the roads are really in a very dangerous condition, and 
every year they are going from bad to worse. The business firms in 
Calcutta who make large profits by selling cars and buses to mufassal 
customers should make some contribution. The Calcutta Corporation 
has so far benefited by these profits, and it is, therefore, bound to sur- 
render a portion of that income for the benefit of the mufassal roads. 
Road improvement will lead to an increased demand for motors and 
lorries, and, therefore, as a business proposition, they should contribute 
towards the improvement of the roads. The improvement of the roads 
also would induce cultivators to use motor transport for the ewrrkge 
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of produce, m it would proyido lacilitiM for the quiek tiuuiport 
of their goods. Our jute producers lose very much at present owing to 
difficuIttM of transport. We know from experience that iu a particular 
area, where the nwest market is about 20 miles distant, and the 
difference in the price in the two places due to cost of transport is about 
Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2. These facts ought to be taken into consldeiation, m 
improvements which would help the cultivators would benefit the 
prosperity of the city and the citiiens; improved CM)ndition of the roads 
would bring the markets nearer to the cultivators. The prosperity of 
the cultivator means the prosperity of the city, and it will lead ultimately 
to the expansion of the business of Calcutta. It caiiuot be denied that 
the prosperity of the city depends on the prosperity of the producer. 
Looking at it from the point of view of justice, the citiiens of Calcutta 
should not grudge the contribution demande<l from them if that is 
regarded as a contribution at all. 


5-45 p.m. 

A very large part of the revenue derived from mufassal is spent in 
Calcutta. So, it is not right to say that Calcutta is going to be robbed. 
A large part of the revenue raised in luufossal, as I have said, is spent 
in Calcutta in maintaining the Calcutta police and such other items. 
My friend Maulvi Abul Kasem raises this point every year in the 
Council against the spending of raufassal money in maintaining tha 
Calcutta police. It cannot be said that Calcutta is being robbed in 
order to benefit the mufassal. On the contrary, the mufassal is always 
bearing a heavy share of the burden which ought to fall on Calc^itta 
as the premier city. This amendment is surely a very selfish and a 
parochial one, and, therefore, unpatriotic. Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 
Dutt says that he would be satisfied with 75 per cent. (A voice; No, 
50 per cent.) Well, even if it is 50 per cent., I should say that his 
claim is far from being moderate! Because the cost of collection wiB 
fall entirely on the Government. Even the present provision in the 
BiU is a sort of patni right granted by the Corporation, on the basis of 
current rent without a deduction. Personally I consider this Rs. 4J 
lakhs to be too large, and 1 have already submitted my reasons why this 
is too large. Calcutta ought to surrender a portion of the revenue for the 
benefit of the mufassal — on whose prosperity the prosperity of Calcutta 
ultimately depends. In the original Bill, it was Rs. 4 lakhs, and I under- 
stand that it was at the instance of Mr. Ghiha that the Hou’ble Minister 
has added another Es. 50,000 to it in order to purchase peace. I think 
that this is already too large, and that there should be no further 
increase. Mr. Guha’s achievement, I am sure, will be recorded in the 
Corporation i^hough he cannot be the spokesman of the Corporation as 
he has no constitvency, being a nominated member. He had no tight 
to apeak and negotiate on behalf of the Oorporatton. 
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Sir, M 1 liave already said this Bs. 4| lakhs is too high, uid, there* 
lore, we should only support the original terms 

(Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

The Hen'ble Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, a reference 
has been made by more than one member to the note of dissent that was 
put in on this point by me and by Mr. Gumer. That itself goes to show 
that the Government did not start with any bias against the Calcutta 
Corporation, if at all it was in favour of the Calcutta Corporation. We 
thoroughly examined this point and came to the conclusion that no 
further addition to this amount should be made. 

Sir, there are three amendments. The first amendment is of Bai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadiir in which he suggests that this amount 
should be earmarked for being spent on the improvement of roads by the 
Corporation. It is wholly unnecessary because the Corporation spends, 
I think, four times Bs. 4^ lakhs on Calcutta roads. 

Then ns regards the second amendment of Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur in which he suggests that the local Government should spend 
this amount in constructing new roads or maintaining old roads in 
Calcutta, the Government of Bengal has no jurisdiction over the roads 
of the Calcutta Corporation. They are an autonomous body. I am 
certain that my friend Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur OvS a champion 
of the Calcutta Corporation, will resent any interference by Govern- 
ment. 

Administratively the third aiiieiulmont of Mr. Guha and Mr. Cohen 
would have been most acceptable, but for the reasons which I am going to 
explain, it is not possible for Government to do so. Assuming that 
the revenue from this Bill would be about Bs. 10 lakhs annually, Bs. 4J 
lakhs being already earmarked for the Corporation, the balance would 
be Bs. lakhs and if we accept the proposed amendment to pay 
50 per cent, of the excoa.s revenue it would come to about Bs. 2,75,000. 
In that case, about Bs. 7,25,000 would go to the Corporation and only 
Bs. 2,75,000 would be left for the mufassal. I leave it to the House 
to decide whether this is fair. 

The Calcutta CTorporation was given a special right to impose taxa- 
tion on motor vehicles which other municipalities in this province 
were denied. Now Government takes away that right in the intereti of 
local bodies, by this Bill. Bo, there is no such thing as Calcutta 
money. The whole thing is based on misconception of right. I would 
request Mr. Guha, Mr. Cohen, Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur and 
other supporters of the claims of the Corporation not to get impatient. 
Let Government watch the working of this Act for a year or two, and 
then if they find that it is an injustice to the Corporation to deprive 
them of a share of the increase, they will, 1 am sure, come forward 
with an amending Bill. But there is no justifioation for increasing 





Hke •lilii of tlw Corpmtkm to-day by iiieo^>ol»tiaf tbo i^iiMoiitt 
in the Bill. Moreoyer, for the information of the House I ta^ 
that tbia income has a downward tendency. In the year 1(^1, there 
was about Be. 10,000 less collection on account of the license of driyers 
and regisiration of cars. There was a slight increase in the cade of 
motor buses, but priyate cars went down by over 30^ per cent. By 
assuring this income of Rs. 4i lakhs to the Corporation, I think Gtovern- 
ment have been ver>’ fair to them, and in no way unjust as Mr. Guha 
wants to maintain. 

With these words, Sir, I would oppose all the amendments. 

The following motions were then put and lost : — 

That to clause 10 (7), the following provisos be added, namely: — 

“Provided that in rase the nett amount realised by the Local 
Government on account of the tax imposed under this Act on all motor 
vehicles kept or used within the municipal limits of Cakutia as defined 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 192^1, exceeds Us. 4^ lakhs in any year, 
the liocal Gorvernment shall pay in respect of that year to the 
Corporation a further sum equivalent to 50 per cent, of the amount by 
which the actual nett realisation exceeds the aforesaid sum of Us. 4§ 
lakhs : 

Provided further that such excess sum as may be paid hy the 
Local Government in accordance with the above proviso shall be 
expi’nded hy the C’orporation for such work or works in connection with 
the (onstruction, maintenance or improvement of new or existing roads 
within the municipal limits of Calcutta os the Corporation may, with 
the approval of the Ivocal Government, decide. “ 

That to clause 10 (J) the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that in case the nett amount realised by (he Local 
Government on account of the tax imposed under this Act on motor 
vehicles kept or used within the municipal limits of Calcutta as defined 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, exceeds Bs. 4i lakhs in any year, 
the Ix)cal Government shall expend on the construction, maintenance 
or improvement of new or existing roads within the municipal limits 
of Calcutta, 50 per rent, of (he amount by which the actual nett 
realisation exceeds the aforesaid sum of Bs. 4| lakhs." 

That after clause 10 (/) the following new clause be inserted, 
namely 

“(/a) The Ijocal Government shall, after every two financial ymt» 
oommencing with April, 1^4, examine and adjust the 
revenue derived from the taxes on the motor t^ides hi 
,CSalcutta and shall pay to the said Corporation one half of 
the excess nett revenue, if any, otet' and aliOte (he aum 6f 
foux and a half Idkhs a i eae sni d.^* 
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Mr# FRfilDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part ol 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At 6-6 p.m., the Council was adjoximsd for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-15 p.m.] 


Clause IL 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 11 stand part of the 
Bill. 

R«i Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: I beg to move that in 
clause 11 (2), line 1, after the words “shall be“ the words “credited to 
a separate fund and shall be” be inserted. 

My purpose is very simple. I believe my friends will all agree that 
it is desirable that a separate account should be kept of the taxes that 
will be realised for a definite purpose and the proceeds should be kept 
distinct from other Government revenues. At the same time I would 
like not to be mistinderstood and I must at onc e say that I do not want 
that a separate purse should be constituted. All I want is that the 
account should be kept; it may be merely a paper concern. I do not 
want separation of purse. I believe that unless this is done it will 
be very difficult to find out how the fund has been going on, what 
expenditure is being incurred from this fund and difficulties might thus 
arise. That is the reason why I suggest that the words “created to a 
separate fund and shall be” be inserted. 

Tilt Hon'blt Mr. A. MARR: If this amendment is accepted as it 
stands, it will lead to difficulties. There cannot be separate funds for 
Government revenues. I think what every one in this House really 
wants is that an account be kept from year to year showing the opening 
balance from the previous year, receipts during the year, the source 
from which the receipts came and the expenditure during the year and, 
if necessary, the items on which that expenditure has been incurred 
and also the closing balance. I think that is what is wanted. I 
would suggest, therefore, that, if there is no objection, the amendment 
might be changed to “the proceeds of the tax shall be entered in a 
separate account and shall be”. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Batiadur: If the proceeds of the tax 

be entered in a separate account that will meet my purpose and on this 
assurance 1 will withdraw my motion, and accept the one proposed by 
the Hon^ble Mr. Marr. So 1 will move that amendment in a modified 
form, via. : — ^That in clause 11 i2), line 1, after the words “shall be** 
the words “entered in a separate account and shall he” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Hw following motion was called but not moved : — 

ftci SATItH CHANDRA MUKHBRJI Bahudlir to ulove that to 
clauM 11, the following suh-olaiiHe be added, namely: — 

*( 3 ) The Local Government shall every year contribute to every 
local authority in the Presidency at least a fair proportion 
of the tax levied upon cars kept or used within iti 
jurisdiction.' 

Mr* PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 11, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Xew 11 A, 

Btbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. at the beginning when 
the Hon*ble Minister asked that the Bill be taken into consideration-^^ 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Are you moving your amendment ? 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Yes, Sir, but I intend to make 
a .slight alteration in th? motion that stands in my name, namely, that 
instead of the words “power of supervision regarding" I wish to use 
the words “pow'er of advising on", so that the whole motion would 
read thus; 

“That after clause II, the following new' elaiise be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘11-A. The Ijocal Government shall constitute a Board to be known 
as the Bengal Motor Vehicles Board consisting of not less than 12 
members and at least half of which shall be the representatives of the 
local authorities and such Board shall have the power of advising on the 
application and distribution of the proceeds of the tax according to 
section 11 of the A<*t and such Board shall hold office for a term of 
three years and be reconstituted after every such term.* " 

I hope there will he no objection to my moving this motion in this 
amended form. 

In moving the motion I might state that inenibers of this Council 
are aware that acting on the recommendations of what is known as 
the Jayakar Committee the Central Government constituted a Central 
Board and that Board controls mainly the distribution to the provinces 
of the tax levied on p?troL There Is also the Provincial Boad Board 
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which generally considers proposals for the better constraetion of the 
main roads of our province and selects such roads. I have no idea of 
the approximate amount of tax which will be realised by this new taxa- 
tion but I think it will be nothing less than Rs. 15 to Bs. 16 lakhs. 
The Board which I propose shall have the power of advising Govern- 
ment regarding the application and distribution of the proceeds of the 
tax according to clause 11. The nninber of members of the Board as 
proposed by me would be twelve and at least half shall be the repre- 
sentatives of the Wal authorities, viz., the district boards and munici- 
palities and the term of life of the Board would be three years. If 
there is no Board is the Minister of Local Self-Government to work this 
branch of the administration himself P If so, I should say too much 
work would he thrown upon him. Would it not be more practical 
if the Minister is helped in this matter by a Board in which there would 
be the representatives of the local authorities and other persons inter- 
ested in Hoad Development Schemes? The Hon’hle Minister of Local 
Self-Government cannot possibly have personal knowledge of all local 
wants and he would naturally have to depend upon the reports of District 
Officers. 1 do not mean to suggest that such reports would not be of 
any assistance hut would it not \ h * muCh better if they were amplified 
and scrutinised by representatives of local authorities and experts? 
This Board would, to a ci^rtain extent, he a parallel Board to the Road 
Development Board of the Province and. I am sure, if constituted, 
would he a great help for the administration and application of such 
a heavy amount of tax. I am thankful to the flon'hle Minister that 
although he has not seen his way to accept my original proposal 
reganliiig the power of the Board he has accepted the principle of the 
existence of such a Board even as an advisory body for the application 
and distribution of the procet*ds of the tax under section 11 of the Act. 

Mr. P. N« GUHA: Mr. President, Sir. I am sorry I am to oppose the 
motion of my friend Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy regarding the establish- 
ment of an Advisofy Board, The Hon'We Minister has expressed his 
willingness to accept the proposal, hut that is no reason why tlie 
House should give Its consent for the creation of a board wbich will 
neither be here nor there. Mr. Roy wants a board of at least 12 mem- 
bers, half of which must be the representatives of the local bodies in 
Bengal. There are 25 district boaids and 172 municipalities and how 
six members can represent the interests of these bodies? Will thej' 
be elected? 1! so, by whom and in what monnerP If Mr. Eoy thinks 
that the Government should nominate the members of the bottd, then 
he cim take it that the aoo^tance ol hia motion will place the Govern- 
ment in a most awkward position. 

Bir, the Bond Boardia already there and it is fuaeGoamg. Why not 
reooaititute H oa an elective basETs and entrust tbe wotking of the 
Motor Vdndes Act to it? Sir, I for one camiot realiee the aeoeeaity 
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ol ft pvvftly ftdvisory board aa proposed by Mr. Roy. In fact an advisory 
board it neither here not there and the position of such a board is abso- 
lutely untenable in these days. The Government may or may not aot 
according to the advice given by such a board and if they do not, there 
is bound to be heart-burning and adverse criticism. I would welcome 
the establishment of an elected board if the working of the Act were 
entrusted to it. We should not even think of a powerless board. 

Sir, my friend Mr, Roy has forgotten another side of the question. 
He has not taken into account the fact that a board like this will un- 
necessarily be a burden on the taxpayers. The mufassal members of 
the board, say from such distant place.H as Chittagong and Tangail, will 
have to be paid their travelling and halting expenses. That will amount 
to a decent sum annually and the money will have to he found out of the 
tax realised from the motor vehicles. One fails to realise why such an 
expenditure should be incurred for the maintenance of a hoard which 
will have absolutely no control over the working of the Act. The idea 
is ill-conceived and I very strongly oppose it. 


Dr. NARE8H CHAMORA SEN GUPTA; I regret to say that I 
cannot support the motion in the amended form in which it has been 
moved. It may be that Government have all on a sudden contracted an 
extreme fondness for these advisory hoards which I consider to be a 
fifth wheel to the coach. They serve no useful purpose whatsoever. 
The suggestion for the formation of a Hoard like this could be under- 
stood if it had the distribution of money in its hands and was entrusted 
with the duty of allocating funds to boilies. But if that cannot 
be done, I should much prefer that Government should distribute thia 
money after receiving requisitions from the various district Imardi 
settled, if necessary, after a conference. A simple advisory body like 
the one proposed will have no special credentials upon whicli to ftdviae. 
My friend Mr. (iuha has suggested that the fuiutions intended for 
this Board should be given over to the Road Board. I certainly dis- 
agree with that. 


6-30 p.m. 

The Road Board is an executive hotly to carry on a programme 
of road-making in Bengal. For that purpose they may be well fitted; 
bvt thia ia a different propoaition. They are charged with the adminis- 
tration of a particular fund in a particular way. With regard to tM 
queation of distribution of funds in this case. I may say that the fu^e 
must be distributed over all the municipalities and district Imatde 
witbin whiph tbey are collected. The Boad Board looks at it from a 
different point of ritm. If the money derived from the motor tax ie 
given to the Bond Board for dietribution, the great artenM road* of 
the province will swallow up moat of tbo money and the smaller made 
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which have ffreater need for money will he nef^lected. I submit that 
the district boards and municipalities are the bodies which should be 
entrusted with the administration of the funds. I would rather leave 
the question of distribution of money to the Hon’ble Minister than 
to the Hoad Board. 

Mfa Oa Ga COOPER a Sir, I have an open mind about this amend- 
ment, although I fail to see the necessity of the Board. If, however, 
the amendment is to be accepted I would suggest that it might be more 
happily worded. In lieu of the existing words the following may be 
eubstituted : — 

“at least half of whom shall be representatives of local authorities" 

Mra PRESIDENT: I do not quite follow you. Is it your intention 
to propose HU ainendnieiit to this motion.^ 

Ufa Oa Ca COOPER a I would Hkp to changp the wording of the 
amendment. 


Mfa PREIIDENT: I had better tell you what the Legislative De- 
partment suggest from the drafting point of view. The amendment 
will run thus: — 

“11-A. The Local Government shall constitute a Board to be known 
as the Bengal Motor Vehicles Board consisting of not less than 12 
members at least half of whom shall bo representatives of local authori- 
ties and such Board shall advise on the application and distribution of 
the proceeds of the tax according to se< tion 11 and the members shall 
h(dd ottiee for a term of thre«» years and tlie Board be reconstituted 
after every such term." 

I think that satishos you.^ 

Mr. C. C. CDOPER: Yes, Sir. 

Ttit Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have no 

objection. 

(Babu Satyendra Nath Roy also signified his acceptance.) 

The motion, as amended, w^as then put and a division taken with 
the following result : — 


■ai. Hr. tarat eaaa i r a. 
taa% Hn Mamitfra Rimiin 
•iiMMrb Hr. 0. W. 


AYit. 


Ray, Baia tatfMira Mata, 

Ray, iRa Naa'Wa Hr. Ri|ay Prawn HaiRi 
•aaRattrtiaa, Ha«M HaRaaiwiai. 
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Aii, iyMi luiiaMr. 

Amtiii. m. 4. m, 

MiMrjMi tafen JitifNirttUil. 

MHuiiyrt, Mr. H. 

Ctum M HW i, eaM KItkwl M«kM. 
CiHuMiMiri, Khan laMdiir Maulvf 
AlianmaiMii* 

eiMnilittry, Mayivi Nurmi Abtar. 
OliamMliiiry, Maulvi Abdul Qbaai. 
eiarb, Mr. I. A. 

Cabm a , Mr. D. 4. 

Camptr, Hr 0. tt. 

Main, Mr. 0. N. 

Mulia, Mr. a. N. 

Nahiin, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqum, Khan bahadur Maulvi Ailiul. 
Havtain, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Kban, Khan tablb Maulvi Muaiaain All. 
Khan, Maulvi Ta miiu d d tn. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

MaMU. Mr. M. A. 

Millar, Mr. fi. 0. 

Ordith, Hr. d. K. 

Nahavni, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Maulvi Ailiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. a. 

Rahman, Mr. A. a. M. Abdur> 

Ram, Mr. 4. 

•ahana, tabu iatya Kinhar. 

•arhar, Sir dadunath. 

tarhar, Rai Sahib Rvbatl Mahan. 

Shah. Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Travart, Sir ta n oMa t . 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. 0 . 


The Ayes heinp 7 and the Xoes -'Jd the motion was lost. 


Clauses 12 and 13. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question in that clauses 12 and 13 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 13 A, 

Ur. PREtlOENT: The question is that clause 1.3A stand part of 
the Bill. 

The following motions were railed hut not moved : — 

Rai EATISH CHANDRA MUKHERJI Sahatfur to move that 
clause 13A be omitted. 

Rai EATISH CHANDRA NUKHERJI Bahadur to move that ia 
clause 13A, lines 5 to 8, the words beginning with “and, in the event” 
and ending with “two hundred rupees” be omitted. 


Mr. rRiSIDlNTs The question is that clause 13A stand part of 
the Bill. 

The moticm was put and agreed to. 
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Clau$e 14. 

»r. PRItiPfNT: The queetion is that clause 14 eiand paft of 
the Bill. 

The following motion was called buf ©of moyed ;r-r 

Rai MTItH CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bafiiilar to move that in 
clause 14, line 2, for the word “second'' the word “first" be substituted. 

Mr. PREIIDINTi The question is that clause 14 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('lause 15, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause lo stand part of 
the Bill. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdl Bahadur to move that 
clause 15 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 15 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 16. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 16 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


6-45 p.m. 

The First Schedule, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the First Sohedol# ataaS 
part of the Bill. 
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h^h^Utg watioiw were ceiled b«t wt ntoTed!— 

BAH SATYENDRA NATH Rl9Y i 0 move t)i»t in th# First 

Schedule under the headinfr **/. — Bicyclet nnd Tricychst** in item 
Ko. (a) (ft) in the second column for the words ‘'Thirty rupees** the 
words “Twenty rupees” bo substituted. 

MUNINQHA DIES BAI MAHAtAI to move that in the First 

Schedule under the heading ”/. — Bicycles and Tricych$^** in item 
No. (a) (ii) in the second column for the mords “Thirty rupees” the 
words “Twenty-five rupees” be substituted. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAIs I beg to move that in the 

First Schedule under the heading “/. — Bicycles oiul Trit^ycles” in item 
No. (6) in the second column for the words “Forty rupees” the words 
“Thirty rupees” be substituted. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Ilai Mahasai was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. C* G. COOPER: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that in the 
First Schedule for the entries under the heading “//. — Vehicles far 
carrying passengers not plying for htre^** the following be subst’tuted, 
namely : — 

*‘(a) Vehicles not measuring more than fifty square 

feet over-all . . . . Forty rupees. 

(6) Vehicles measuring more than fifty square feet 
but not measuring eighty square feet over- 
all . . Fifty rupees. 

(c) Vehicles measuring eighty square feet and 

more than eighty square feet over-all . . Seventy rupees. 

Area to be measured by wheel Imsex track.” 

I do not propose to make any lengthy speech, but to confine my 
remarks into at few words as possible. 

I oppwd the basis pf tarnation on seating capacity in the Select 
Committee as in my opinion the principle is entirely wrong, gnd witt 
lead to hppeless confusion in practical working. The only satislactmy 
aietiiod ia on an area basia for which the formula of wheel base multiplied 
by track is the only possible stan^d. 
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The wheel base and track are standard specifications o! all motor 
rehicles and the acceptance of these measurements would make for 
uniformity of procedure ihroufhout the Prorince. 

The Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Motor Industries 
Association with whom I have been in close touch support my 
amendment. My amendment brings the actual tax in closer relation to 
the existing taxation, but grades it more equitably as regards the size 
of oar. It is only fair that the large heavier cars which take up more 
room on the roads to cause greater wear end tear on the roads should pay 
more than the small cars which use less of the roads and cause less wear 
and tear. 

With these few remarks I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of Government. 


Thi Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Sir, this principle 
of toxadon 18 in force in CalcuUn and I have much pleasure in accepting 
the amendment. ^ 

The motion of Mr. C, G. Cooper was tlien put and agreed to. 

The following motions failed;-— 

*1. "?• CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur to move that in 

the first Schedule under the heading •'ll. -Vehicle, for carruing 
^tenger, not plying for hire,” in item No. (a), after the word 
persons the words “exclusive of the driver” he added. 


.X CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur to move that in 

the first Schedule under the heading ” 11 . -Vehicle, for carrying 
^tenger, not plying for hire," in item No. (a) in the second column 
for the words “Forty rujwes” the words “Fifteen rupees” be 
•ubsiituted. 


... CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur to move that in 

the First Schedule under the heading "IL— Vehicle* for carrying 
^utnger* not plying for hire,” in item No. (a) in the second ooliuiui 
for the words “Forty rupees” the words “Twenty-eve rupees” be 
•ubstituted. 


MUNINDRA OBB RAI MAHASAI aad Babu SATYENDRA 
NATH ROY to move Niat in (he First Schedule under heading 
H.—VehicU, for carrying pauenger, not plying for hiro” in item 
Xio. (a) in the second column for the word "Fortv rupees” the wimda 
“Thirty rupees” be substituted. 
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IM tATIM CHANDRA MUKHCRJI BahMtar to move tkat in 
tke Fkil Schedule under the heading *7 /. — Vehiclet for carrifing 
passengers not piping for hire,’* for item No. (a) the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

Annual rata 
of iax. 

(o) Seating not more In oaee of a ear the value of which doea Twenty ru(mw. 
than 3 peieona not exceed R«. 3,000 while new. 

l^idee the In caee of a car the value of which doea Forty rupeea. 
driver. not exceed Ra. 5,000 wliile new. 

In caee of a oar the value of which ox- Sixty rupeea. 
oeeda Rs. 6,000 while new. 

Rai tATISH CHAHDRA MUKHERdI Bihtdur to move that in 
the First Schedule under the heading ‘7/. — Vehtcles for carrying 
passengers not phl^^^O hire,** in item No. ih) after the word 

‘‘persons” the words “exclusive of the driver” he added. 

Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdl Bahadur to move that in 
the First Schedule under the heading ‘7/. — Vehchs for carrying 
passengers not plying for htre*^ in item (h) in the second column for 
the words “Fifty rupees” the words “Thirty rupees” he substituted. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI, Bahu 8ATYENDRA NATH 
ROY and Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move 
that in the First Schedule under the heading ‘77 . — Vehicles for 
carrying passengers not plying for hire,** in item No. (b) in the 
second column for the words “Fifty rupees” the words “Forty 
rupees” he substituted. 


Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move that in 
tbe First Schedule under the heading ** II .—Vehicles for carrying 
passengers not plying for hire,** in item No. (r) after the word 
“persons” the words “exclusive of the driver” l>e addmi. 


Rai BATItH CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move that in 
Gi« Firtt Schedule under the headint; “IL— Vehicle* for carrying 
passenger* not plying for hire,** in item ^o. (c) in the eeoond coinmn 
for the word* “Sixty rupees" the words “Foriy rupees” be 
cabetitttted. 


MUNINDRA DIR RAI MAHAIAI mi Rai lATItH OHANDRA 
MUKHiRdI RMiMlnr to moTe that in tbe Fixet Schedule under the 
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liM4iAg “Jl.-^VehioU* for oarrifing pauongoro not phinff for hire" 
in item No- ic) in the second oolvmn tor the words “Bisty rupees’' the 
words "Fifty nipees” be eabetituted. 


M MTIBH CHANDRA MUKHERdI Bahadur to move that in 
the First Schedule under the heading "Il.—Vehiclet for carrying 
pauengtrt not plying for hire," item No. (d) be omitted. 


MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHABAI to move that in the First 
Schedule under the heading ‘‘II. — Vehiclet for carrying patiengert 
wt plying for hire," in item No. (d) in the second column for the 
words “Seventy rupees” the words "Sixty rupees” be substituted. 


Ral BATItH CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur to move that in 
the First Schedule under (he heading ‘‘III. — Vehiclet for carrying 
patiengert plying for hire," before item No. (a) insert the following 
new item, namely: — 

“(ai) Seating not more than five pernone — Forty nipees Fifty 

rupees/* 

SATYCHDRA NATH ROYs Sir, as T shall be rather long 
in moving items 46 to 47 and there is not much time left— only 5 minutes 
—I would Qsk you, Sir, to adjourn the discussion. 


Ufa PRESIDENT: If y<m like to move your amendments you may 
do so as we may go on even after seven o clock. 


B^U SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. I beg to move that in tha 
First Schedule tinder the heading “III — Vehicles for carrying paasen* 
gers plying for hire in item .No. (a) in the sei'ond column for the words 
“Seventy-five rupees’* the words “Sixty rupees** shall be substituted, 
and in the third column for the words “One hundred rupees** the words 
* ‘Seventy-five rupees*’ be substituted. 

Sir, members of Council are aware that the Select Committeaon this 
Bill considered Uis rates on the different motor vehicles in the latter end 
of August last. Since that time much has happened regarding the 
taxation not only in Bengal, but in the whole of India. The motor 
vehicles and accessories have been specially taxed. There has been an 
increase not only in the price of motor vehicles but in their upkeep by the 
eaorvious increase in the price of all aceeesories such increase amounting 
to about 40 per ee»t.~--* 
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MrrfNIMIOtllTl Mr. Roy, will yoo move all your amandmenU 
togethat a&d nake one speech on themf 

•akit MTYENDRA NATH ROY: Yes, Sir, if you will allow me 
to do 80 . 

Mr. RRESIDINT: Very well. 

MM fATYiNDRA NATH ROY: I beg to mote formally that 
in the First Schedule under the heading ''111— Vehicles for carrying 
passengers plying for hire” in item No. (fe) in the second column for the 
words “Three rupees” the words “Two rupees” be substituted and in the 
third column for the words “Foruf ruj>ees” the words “Three rupees” 
be substituted. 

I beg also to mote that in the First Mchedtile under the heading “111 
— Vehicles for carrying passengers plying for hire” in item No. (r) in 
the second column for the words “Two rupees” (he words “One rupee” 
be substituted, and in the third column for the words “Four rupees” the 
words “Tliree rupees” he substituted. 

Sir, my special plea to-day is for public buses. It may be said 
that this taxation was the action of the (Viitral Ooverninent, but if 
the ( eatxul (iovernment and the provincial Government press an 
industry from both sides, where is it to take shelter. Tlie motor bus 
has come in as a very convenient public means of transport. I do not 
certainly mean to say that they should not contribute to the maintenance 
of our roads, for on the presentation of this Bill 1 supported the principle 
of ta-\ation. But is it not fair tliat in imposing the rates we should 
see that the trade not only thrives but prospers, and the taxes are paid 
without much hardship to the taxpayer K I Imre been supplied with 
figures which go to show that in Calcutta one bus i>ays about Rs. 8,0(K) 
per annum in the shape of taxes on petrol, tyres, tul>es, and other 
accessories. I think that some hon’ble members are aware bow the 
increase in the rates of our post-cards and letters has affeiried their 
number and that in Madras the heavy taxation on motor buses csaused 
a falling off in the number by almut 700. If the trmle thrives, if the 
taxation of the Central Government is lowered, then it would be time 
for us to amend the Bill and increase the rates, but in the immediate 
future we should be cautious and see that there is no hardship on the bus 
which has been substituted as another means of transport. In Calcutta 
the bus owners have got a very formidiahle rival means of transport, vis., 
the Calcutta Tramway Company. There has been rather of late an 
unhealthy eompetition between the Tramway Company and the bus 
owners and both of them have been cutting dbwtt the rates to the 
detriment, I should lay. of the iatereeta ef both the pmtm, I theiafore 
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think that it k the duty' of the members of this Cotmcii to see that there 
is no monopoly by any particular company or any particular branch of 
the industry'. With these few words I move the amendments. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 should like to 
oppose the amendments of Mr. Roy and my reasons are these. The 
rate of taxation as provided for in the original Bill for eight-seater buses 
was Rs. 100 and it was reduced to Rs. 75 by the Select Committee. 
The amount that is paid by the bus owners to the Calcutta Corporation 
is Rs. 60; so the difference is only Rs. 15. I do not see why Mr, Roy 
raises any objection. I have very carefully considered the matter and 
I think the Select Committee also considered it when fixing the amount. 

The motions of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy were then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Rai tATIIH CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahailur to move that in 
First Schedule under the heading *^IV. — Vehicles for transport of 
goods '* — 

(i) in item No. (h) in the second column for the words *^One 
hundred rupees** the words “Seventy-five rupees** be sub- 
stituted and in the third column the words “and fifty*’ be 
omitted. 

(it) in item No. (c) in the second column the words “and Twenty- 
five’’ be omitted and in the third column for the words 
“Seventy-five** the word “Fifty** be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the First Schedule, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Second Schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question is that the Second Schedule stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: , I now go back to clause 2, Befinitioiui. The 
question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Preamble^ 

MlSi PRESIDENT: The question is that the Preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hoii'bia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill, us settled in Countil, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjoummeiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.ni., on Wednesday, the 17th 
February, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Hemse, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 17th February, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Pritifit: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble llaja Sir Manmatha STath Kay 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 103 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starrud Quaatioiit 
(to whioh oral answort wara givan). 

Muhammaitan haad olarks in tha offloai of Inapaotors of Sohoola and 
Intfiaoior of Europaan Sohoola. 

*61. Mf. KHWAdA SALA«UD-DIN! {n ) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Dejmiiment l)e pleased to state the present 
number of Muhammadan head clerks in the offices of the Insi)ectors 
of Schools of the divisions including the office of the Inspe<‘tor of 
European Schools in Bengal? 

(6) Are there ipialified Muhammadan candidates for such poets? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to appoint more Muhammadans to the poets of head clerks in the offices 
referred to? 

•EORiTARY ta GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
<Mr. H. R. WilkiiMOfi): (fi) One Muhammadan head clerk. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The claims of Muhammadan clerks will be duly considered along 
with thoee of other senior and eligible candidates, when vacancies 
occur. 

Millivi §Yltf"MAdlO RAKSNs May I ask when it will be poMtble 
to consider the matter? 

Mr. M. R. WILKINSONS When vacancies occur. 
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yt MUNINORA DES RAI MAHAtAli Will the Hon'Me 
Minifter in charge of the Education Department be pleated to lay on 
the taWe a statement showing for the year 1929^ the— 

(i) number of books in the school library ; 

(ti) amount spent on books; 

(tit) total number of students; 

(iv) average daily issue of books in 192940; and 

(v) qualification of the teacher in charge of the library in each 

of the Government schools in the province. 


Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: A statement is laid on the Library table. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: If a copy of the statement Im' 
not supplied now, how is it possible for us to ask for further 
information P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But a copy was placed on the library table, have 
you not read it? 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: No. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you had better do so. 


Statament oontaining raport of the Tippara inoidantfi mailo with IN 
parmittiofi of tha Hon’hia Profidant. 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I mentioned the other day 
that as soon as I reeeived a report trom Tippera, I would infe^rm the 
Council of the facts. I have reeeivwl a report from the llistrict 
Magistrate who has just returned from Hossainabad (police-station 
Laksam) with the Superintendent i>f Police. His reiwrt is: — 

“It appears from the Ofticer-iii-chnrge, Laksam, and the 2ud Sub- 
Inspector, l)oth of whom ore present at Hossainabad, that at the 
instance of Mukhleswar Rahman and Krishna Sundar Bhaumtk 
(leading agitators who with others have been served with orders under 
section 4, Ordinance II of 1932, after the expiry of their detention in 
jail under section 3} some leaflets had been distributed iastigating the 
members of the KHshak Samity, Comilla (which has been declared 
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unlawful under the Criminal Jjaw Amendment Act of 1908) to bring out 
processions with national flags and anti-Government slogans on the 
13th instant at Hossainabad and other places. The officer-in-charge 
met the Mathan (leaders) of the neighbouring villages of Hossainabad 
from the 11th instant and having explained to them the illegalities of 
these things recjuested them to use their influence in preventing such 
unlawful processions, etc. They agreed to the proposal of the Sub- 
Inspector and promised to carry out his directions. On the 13th instant, 
however, sijme 20 or 25 men of some other villages and of Hossainabad 
came out with a procession and national flags at midday. The Sub- 
Inspector approached them and explained to them the illegality of their 
action and asked them to go away. While he was talking to these 
people a large number of men, numbering about one thousand, came 
out unexpectedly in a procession armed with lathis from the direction 
of the last village of the Noakhali district which is very close to the 
place. The police had no previous intimation at all about this 
procession. These men had ' national flags with them and were 
shouting ‘We are swndhin (Independent), Bandemaiaram Allah-O^ 
Akhar' and as they proceeded towards the police the latter warned 
them that they were members of an unlawful assembly and asked them 
to disperse. Some of the men from the crowd, however, cried out 
‘Heat the salas^ (meaning the police) and thereupon th*^ mob began 
to assault the police wdth lathts and also threw on them hard clods of 
earth. Six of the constables were hurt and the 2nd Sub-Inspector 
began to bleed and narrowly escaped losing his eyes. lie was hurt on 
the head, face and eyes and was also thrown down by them. Some of 
the rioters even rushed forward and seised one of the rifles that was in 
the hand of a constable and tried to snatch it away. It was only then 
that the officer-in-charge, in order to save his own life and the lives of 
his officer and men, ordered the latter to open fire. Some of the rioters 
were wounded and three very seriously (two of whom died later on) but 
even then the rioters were rowdy and they did not disperse. The 
constables were only 12 or 13 in number. The police thereafter 
retreated and took shelter in the house of Khetra Mohan Chaudhuri, a 
member of the Union Board, where they had been stopping from before, 
but the mob followed them even there, surrounded the house of Khetra 
Mohan Chaudhuri, demanded of him to make over the police to them 
and remained there in a menacing attitude till very late at night. 

Meanwhile the officer-in-charge had sent through a chaukidar 
dressed as a molla, a draft of a telegram to the literate constable at 
I^taksam for transmission to the Superintendent of Police (there being 
no telegraph oflioe at Hossainabad) giving an account of the incident. 
This telegram was received at about 8 p.m., w’hen 30 men in charge of 
the D^uty Superintendent of Police (a Deputy Magistrate also accom- 
panied him) were sent to the place. 
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1 liave left there the Sadar Subdiriaional Officer to hold the required 
magialerial ioquiry and from what 1 was told at the spot it appears to 
me tiiat the firing was justified and resorted to in selWefence after the 
police had been attacked by the rowdy mob. Had there been no firing, 
it is undoubted that the polii^e would have been annihiliated by the 
mob. There is no question that these people were members of an 
unlawful assembly with the common object of breaking the law and 
were violent. 

I will submit a further report alter the inquiry of the Radar Sub- 
divisional Officer Rai Sahib N. C. Sen. 

It is reported that besides the men who died on the spot (namely 
two and not three as reported by the {Malice In^fore) d5 more men were 
wounded but the injuries are said to be not very serious, excepting of 
one, as more buckshots were used than bullets. Only Id men have 
come to the hospital. 

The situation is under control. In tact it appeared to be normal and 
there was not the least stir or commotion in the villages through which 
we passed even at Uossainahad itself.’* 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: May 1 know the names of the 
District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police P 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Ghaffar is the District Magistrate and Mr. K. W. Bell, the Superin- 
tendcnt of Police. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may tell the House at this stage that I have 
received a notice of a motion for adjournment on this particular subject, 
but I think that after the statement made by the llon’ble Member, 
there will hardly be any necessity for moving tliat motion. If this is 
agreed, I would, with the consent of the IIon*ble Memlier in charge of 
the department concerned, allow some short-notice (|ue»tions bearing 
upon the statement, to be put, but I do not knoa uhether Mr. Hasberay 
and others would like such a course to he adopted. 

Maulwi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I would like to make 
an observation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 hope you are not going to make any 
observations on a motion which is not before the House. 

Mwivi^iYED MLALUDDIN HAtHiMYs I would Uke to preM 
foor tbe motion of which 1 have already given notice. If you allow that 
motion 
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, Nr* PftB^DBNTl I liav0 not y«t esuuniiied your and so I 

cannol yo% permiiuion to more it, but hero is an opportuniiy for 
putting short«>noiioe queotions; if you wish you may grasp it as an 
alternative. 

Itattlvi lYED MLALUODIN HAIHEMYl But my intention is to 
know what the facts are— 

Mr« PRESIDENTS I think it would save the time of the Council if 
you did not move your adjournment motion in view of the statement 
which the Hon*ble Member has made and put some questions instead if 
your intention is simply to know what the facts are. 

Ilautvi SYEO dALAkUODIN HASHEMY: I would press for my 
motion. 

iift SHANTI SHSKHARESWAR RAYs I am prepared to withdraw 
my notice. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: I think you should. If the Maulvi Sahib stands 
by his motion, no question should he put now. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


Ths GiitliA Raaoli Municipality Bill, 1831. 

The Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to present 
the report of the Select Committee on the Garden lieach Municipality 
Bill, lyai. 

Tha Hop’blc Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, bo taken into 
consideration. 

In doing so, I beg to mention that the Bill, os it was introduced in 
the Council, has been considerably nuHlified by the Select Committee. 
The Council is aware under what circumstances the Bill was introduced. 
The changes w hich have been recommended by the Select Committee 
are mainly these — that there should be a nominated municipality for 
the first two years, so that the Municipality of Gard^ Beach should 
be formed as new municipalities are formed, and after two years there 
will be an deotion. Hare the GoyernmenCs right of having a noMiaated 
municipality or an elected municipality under the Bengal Mniueipal Act 
is taken away. 
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jbM>tber recommendatioa is that tha exiitiag 
Calditla Municipal Act should continue for the Arat^^W^il6 that ther# 
might not be a sudden drop of revenue going back to the aasessment aa 
was in existence over seven years ago. 

The third recommendation is that instead of Its. 2 lakhs the contribu- 
tion of the Calcutta Corporation to the proposed (tarden Reach Munici- 
pality should he Rs. 2^ lakhs. Sir. this point has been very carefully 
examined by (Jovemment and they arc satisfied that if a contribution 
of Rs. 2\ lakhs is made, the municipality will be in a position to carry 
on its normal work on the present basis, that is, on the basis of the 
Calcutta Corporation. Over and above that the municipality is exp«‘ct4*d 
to have a revenue of about Rs. l.'KhtMK) to Rs. whicli would 

enable it to carry on certain capital works of improvement. 

About the final adjustment of due.s between the Calcutta Cor|M>ration 
and the proposed Municipality 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you dealing with the ameinlments.^ 


Tha Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINCH ROY: I am making a 

general observation referring only to certain amendments. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on cannot do .so at tliis stage. 


The Hofi*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; All right. Sir. 
The Select (.’ommittee went into this ijuestion very thoroughly and they 
decide<l that tiie proposed f’oinmittee w«»uld have the final authority 
subject to Government’s power of making necessury changes for 
rei!Onciling auy inaccuracies and inconsistencies in their report. 

Sir, I may observe at this stage that Government consider the 
separation of Garden Reach as a retrograde |tep but they agreed to 
separation only by way of a ctmipromiHe bei amw* (liey were {►p|>osed to 
the separation of Garden Reai h including the King George’s Dock. So, 
as all compromises are, this Bill is not a perfect measure but it is 
certainly a good compromise which I can recommend the House to 
accept. 

In this connection I may say, Sir, that even if we ran place Rs. 2i 
lakhs at the disposal of the newly formed Garden Rea<‘h Municipality, 
that muiHcipality will not he a source of menace to the hoalib of the 
Dock area as it is apprehended in some quarters. I am sure it will be a 
verv good municipality with sufficient income at their disposal to caify 
on their normal activities as well as works of improreinent. 
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MUNINOIIA DfB RAI MAHASAI: Mr. President, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the Bill sponsored by my friend the Hon’ble Minister 
for Local Self-Government. The separation of Garden Beach from 
Calcutta is long overdue. After its amalgamation with the Calcutta 
Corporation there was scarcely a session in the Council in which the 
separation of Garden Beach was not urged. The Corporation of 
Calcutta opposed it from the very start. The opposition was so strong 
that Mr. Suhrawardy^s Bill though passed in the Council did not 
receive the assent of the Governor-General. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta’s Bill for separation did not fare better. I congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister for the courage displayed by him in championing the 
popular cause and accepting the principle of self-determination. The 
people of Garden Reach cried themselves hoarse for separation but the 
Corporation stood adamant. Such happens to be the case with the 
people of Kalighut. They do not want to sever their connection with 
the (^dcutta Corporation like Garden Beach. They want a separate 
ward for themselvt^, and the Corporation is up in arms against it. I 
hope the lesson of Garden Beach will be their future guide. The income 
derived from the King George’s Dock is now the bone of contention. 
I hope the decision arrived at by the Select Committee is the best 
possible solution of the question and should be accepted by the House. 

The motion that the Garden Reach Municipality Bill, 1931, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill 


Mr* C» W* OURNER* Sir, I Wg to move that in clause 1 for the 
figures “1931” the figures “1932” be substituted. 


Tht Hon’Mt Mr. BI<IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion that in clause 1 for the figures “1931” the figures “1982” 
be substituted was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1, as amended, stand 
o| the Bill, 

|31ie motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clautes 3 to 6. 

Mr- PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 3 to 6 stand part of 
the BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 
BiU. 


Mr. D. 4 . COHEN:Iheg to move that for clause 7 (^) the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

**(2) On receipt of the report, the Local Oovernment shall, after 
cousultati<ui (if neceMsiir\) with the ( orjyoration of Calcutta 
and the representatives of the (Jarden Reach area on the 
Committee issue orders in arc(>rdiince with the rejmrt of the 
Committee or with such inodilicati(»ns as the I/orul Govern- 
ment may consider necessary and may suhsequently amend 
or add to such orders.” 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to lemove a poHsil)ility that 
might arise. Certain important measures may be passed by the casting 
vote of the Chairman or notes of dissent may show some very important 
points which may require further elucidation and consideration. My 
amendment is to give option to the Government in case they consider 
that certain points require further consideration, they may either decide 
the issue or ask either the Corporation of Calcutta on the one hand or 
the representatives of the Garden Reach Municipality on the other L)r 
further particulars and on rweiving those particulars they could arrive 
at a reasonable decision. I do not think, Sir, that there should be any 
objection to this for after all Government is not expecte<l to support one 
side or the other. 


Baton JITENDRALAL BANNER<IEEt Sir, I am sorry I cannot 
agree with Mr. Cohen’s amendment. I am opposed to it because I 
consider it to be entirely superfluous. It shows a distrust of the 
Ccnninittee*that baa been proposed. This Committee is going to deal 
with certain outstanding questions regarding the financial relations 
between the Calcutta Corporation and the newly formed Municipality 
Garden Reach. Mr. Cohen suggesU that their decision should p 
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subject to inierference by the Gorernmeut. But he forgets at the same 
time what is the constitution of the Committee. Practically speaking, 
it will be a Government Committee. The Committee will consist of 
seven members: two of these would be elected representatives of the 
Calcutta Corporation ; two others will be representatives from the 
Garden Reach area to be nominated by the Government, while the 
remaining three will be Government nominees entirely, and the Govern- 
ment will nominate the Chairman. Thus it will be a Committee largely 
composed of Government nominees and in which the Government will 
have the final say. Mr. Cohen proposes that the Committee should 
Hubmit its report and that the Government, after receiving the report, 
would be free to accept it or not just as it pleases. If that is the idea, 
then what is the go<jd of setting up a Coinmittee at all? I myself am 
not enamoured of the idea of a Committee. I would much rather leave 
the whole thing in the liands of the Government. If you set up a 
Committee, there is absolutely no reason why you should not act upon 
the report of that Committee, or why their de<ision should be dis- 
regarded and the whole question referred back to the Goveniment. I 
know that there are people who are very fond of establishing committees, 
and tlien, after the ("ommittee has finished its labours, of finding some 
means for neglecting its (considered views and upsetting its whole 
decision. I am opposed to that kind of procedure, and therefore, I 
oppose Mr. Cohen’s amendment. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Sir, 1 think Mr. Bannerjee 
has already given you the nmsons for opposing Mr. Cohen’s amendment 
whicli is not a fair one. Mr. Cohen was in the Select Coinmittee where 
the whole matter was thresh(*d out. I think I am not revealing the 
secrets of the Commit tt‘e when I say that it was decided that there 
should not ordinarily ho any Government interference. In case such 
inierierence is found to he necessary in the lung run, the Government 
may interfere hut in tlie ordinary course, the Government should accept 
the report of the Committee proposed in the Hill. That Committee 
would consist of responsible men mostly selected by Government and 
there is no reason why their (hnision should he unfair. Where the 
decision of the Committee is likely to he an unreasonable one, only in 
such cases an interference fnmi (iovemment may be justified. Other- 
wise you leave the Committee at the mercy of the Goternment. 


Tht Hau^ Mr. fldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This question 
WES carefully gone into by the Select Committee, still when we received 
the notice of this amendment we considered that it was a welcomo 
itaiggestion. Government is prepared to accept it. 
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Tils motion of Mr. D. J. Cohen was then put and a diriaion taken 
frith the following result: — 


aai, itaii unit KiiMar. 
asl, Mr. larat OlMiitfrA. 

■artity, Hr. C. 

MrlMiyrt, Mr. N. 
aiMMly, Mr. i. N. 

■ottomMy, Mr. 4, M. 

OMydSuri, Or. JogMidra Chandra. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

(Mmh Mr. D. J. 

Oamtinstr, Majar-Otnaral W. V. 

Caopar, Mr. C. a. 

Oain, Mr. Q. R. 

Oat, Rai Sahadar Kamini Kumar. 

Faraqui, tht Han'bta Nawab K. 0. M., Kuan 
■ahadur. 

Favaut, Mr. L. R. 

Oangali, Rai Bahadur lutil Kumar. 

Qhaaa, lha Han'Ma fir B. B. 

Ohttinavi, lha Han’bla AlhadJ fir Abdal* 
karim. 

Bilahrlat, Mr. R. N. 

Buha, Babu Frafulla Kumar. 

Ouha. Mr. F. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 


Ali, Maulvi Hattan. 

Bakth. Maulvt tyad Majid. 

Brnnarjaa, Babu Jilandralai. 

Barma, Rai tahib Fanahanan. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Batu. Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Ctiaudhuri, Babu Kithart Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulai 
AlimuKaman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi fyad Oaman Haidar. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Abaar. 
Chmudhury, Naji Bad! Ahmad. 

OutC, Rai Bahadur Or. Hartdhan. 

Butttfji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Maqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiisul. 
Naahamy, Maulvi fyad dalaluddin. 

Maqua, Ka<i Cmdadul. 

NMain, Mawah Muahamif, Khan Bahadur. 


Maakyna, W. t. 

Hiiatain, Maulvi Utafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. J. 

Khan, Mauhrl AmttHit*lamaa. 

Marr, tha Man*bla Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. 0. C. 

Mittra, Babu farat Chandra. 

Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Naq, R a var a n d B. A. 

Naiimuddin, lha Man'bla Mr. Khwala. 
Marian, Mr. H. R. 

Fhilpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Frantiaa, tha Man'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raat, Mr. 4. 

Ray, Mr. failatwar flash. 

Ray, tha Man'bla Mr. BiJay Fratad finth. 
Saadalultah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
iahana, Babu fatya Klnkar. 

farkar, fir 4adunath. 

farkar, Rai fahib Rabati Mahan. 

funmar, Mr. 0. R. 

Travart, fir Uinaalat. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. M. R. 


Hattain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Khan, Khan fahib Maulvi Muauam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai fahib farat Chandra. 
Mas, Babu fuk Lai. 

Faddar, fath Hunuman Frata d . 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Rai Mahatai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Amuly a d h a n . 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray. Mr. fhanti ihakharavarar. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu falith Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Maatni. 

Ray, Babu fatyandra Nath. 

Ray OhaudhuH, Babu Mam Chandra, 
fan, Rai fahib Akthay Kumar, 
fiiah, Maulvi Abdul Namid. 


Unrivi TAHIZUDDIN KHAN: May 1 rine on a point of order, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENTS At this stage? Very well, hhat is it? 

MomIvI TAMIZUDOIN KHANs May I know whether it is allowBble 
to a member who has either supported or opposed B motion by spoecb iO 
go into the opposite lobby? 
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Hft PRESIDENT: It is not desirable unless in the course of 
subsequent debate he finds good reasons to change his mind. There is 
no rule by which a member can be restricted from going to a particular 
lobby. If, however, after the debate is concluded, a member cries 
''Aye” or "No” and then challenges the decision of the Chair given 
in his favour on the strength of the answering Cries, or attempts to go 
to the opposite lobby wilfully, the Chair can intervene and compel him 
to vote according to his answering cry, or desist from voting altogether. 
In fact, I have once done so from my place as the President of this 
Council. 

The Ayes being 46 and the Noes 37, the following motion was 
carried : — 

"That for clause 7 (2) the following be substituted, namelj': — 

^(2) On receipt of the report, the Local Government shall, after 
consultation (if necessary) with the Corporatiim of Calcutta 
and the representatives of the Garden Reach area on the 
Committee issue orders in accordance with the report of the 
Committee or with such modifications as the Local (jovern- 
ment may consider necessarA^ and may subsequently amend 
or add to such orders’.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clauses S to 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question is that clauses S, 9, 9A, 9B, 10, 
lOA, lOB, 11, 12 and 13 .stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will take up clause 14 later as it is bound up 
with the Schedule. 


Clauffs 23 and 16. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 15 and 16 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Schedule. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The questiou is that the Schedule stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr* Cl W« CURNER: I bep: to move that in item No. L lii^e ^ of 
the Schedule, for the figures **193r^ the figures *‘1932’^ be substituted. 

The Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to accept 
the amendment, Sir. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. Da J. COHEN to move that in the Schedule, item No. G, 
proposed section 90A, line 3, for the words “t\^o and a half lakhs tie 
words *Hwo lakhs” be substituted. 

Mr. 0. W. CORNER: I beg to move that in item No. G, Inst line, 
for the figures ”1931” the figures “19.32” be substituted. 

TN Hoffl’bie Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to accept 
the amendment, Sir. 

The motion xsan put and agree<l to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that the Schedule, ns amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 14. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now that the Schedule has b€»eu agreed to, there 
is no objection to putting clause 14 to the vote. 

The question is that clause 14 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clauie 2. 

Mr. PREtIDENTt The que»tion u that clauie 2 .Und part o! the 
BilL 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Preamble. 

Mr. PfItilDtNT: The question is that the Preamble stand jmri 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 beg to more 

that the Garden Reach Municipality Bill, as settled in Council, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Tha Bangal Opium Smoking Bill, 1931. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to more 

that the Bengal Opium Smoking Bill, 19*31, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. L. K, Faw’cus; 

(2) Rai Balindur Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt; 

(3) Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu; 

{4) liabu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury; 

(J) Babu Jitendralul Bannerjee; 

{6) Maulvi Tami/aiddin Khun; 

(7) Maulvi Nur Rahman Khun F.usufji ; 

(.S’) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman ; 

(.9) Maulvi Abul Kasein ; 

(Ifl) Mr. F. (’. Ormond; 

(li) Mr. E. T. McCluskie; and 
{12) the mover; 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be hve. 

I introduced this Bill at the last session of the Council and moved 
that this Bill he circulated for public opinion. We requested the 
opinion of about 19 public bodies including the British Indian Associa- 
tion, the Indian AsscK'iation, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and 
others. The majority of them are in favour of the Bill and they are 
lor passing it as it is although one or two have asked l6r complete 
prohibition at once. I now move that the Bill be referred to Seleot 
Committee. 
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Tki fdlowiiig motions wer« cidlsd bat not movod; — 

H0 BADI AHMBD OHOWOHURY to move that after the name 

of “Mr. E. T. UcCluskie*’ the (oUowing narnen be inserted, namely:-* 

Shan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

Rai Kamini Sumar Das Bahadur, 

MauWi Muhammad Hossain, and 
Bbji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 

liaMllfl HAMAN ALI to move that after the name of 
‘‘Mr. E. T. McCluskie'’ the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Hassan All, 

Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Ilashemy, 

Maulvi Abdus Samad, and 
Sazi Emdadul Hoque. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM to move that after the name of 
‘‘Mr. E. T. McClu.skie” the following names be inserted, namely:— 

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, and 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that after the name of 
“Mr. E. T. McClu.skie” the following names be inserted, namely:— 

Maulvi Azizur Rahman, and 
Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shall. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy wo* then 
put and agreed to. 


3-45 p.m. 

Thi Opium (Bengal Amandment) Bill, 1981. 

Tlie Hon’lile Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 l>eg to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Opium Act, 187H, in it« application 
to Bengal. 

[The Secretary then reed the short title of the BiU.] 

Tile He«i*Wt MV- SiMY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 

mm that the eaid BiU be eircukied for the purpoM of eliciting 
^ereoa by the 80th April, 1938. 
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The necessity for amending the Opium Act, 1878 (I of 1878) has been 
under consideration for a considerable time. This law which was 
enacted to meet the conditions proTailing in the country more than half 
a century back has by actual experience been found not only delectiTe 
in many respects but quite inadequate to meet the present-day 
requirements. 

As far back in the year 1909 the Government of India recognised the 
necessity for the amendment of section 20 of the Act. The Government 
of India decided to postpone indefinitely the consideration of proposals 
for the amendment of the Act as it was considered premature to amend 
the Act until certain questions of importance relating to their opium 
policy, which still then awaited settlement, had been finally decided. 
As stated in the objects and reasons the position was altered after the 
passing of the Government of India Act in 1919 and legislation could 
be undertaken by the local legislatures relating to the control of posses- 
sion and transport within India and the regulation of purchase and 
sale of excise opium which is a provincial subject. It was accordingly 
proposed to undertake legislation in the provincial legislature to amend 
the Act. This was, however, postponed in consideration of a proposal 
made by the Government of India in April, 1924, regarding the amend- 
ment of the Act in the Central Legislature so as to make an attempt 
to obtain opium punishable. The Government of India, however, finally 
decided that legislation connected with internal excise problems should 
be initiated in the provincial legislatures. This Government then 
decided to procewl with the amendment of the Act and formulated their 
proposals for amendment. In accordance with the orders of the 
Government of India regarding interchange of information relating to 
excise legislation and policy between local Governments they hod, 
however, to consult other local Governments and to await their views 
on the amendments proposed before taking steps for the purpose of 
amending the Act. There was delay in receiving replies from various 
Governments. Meanwhile the Government of India initiated legislation 
relating to dangerous drugs and the Dangerous Drugs Act, 19t30 (II of 
19(10), was passed into law by the Central Legislature under which 
certain sections of the Opium Act relating to cultivation of poppy and 
manufacture of opium were amended. 

As stated in the objects and reasons the Bill involves no question of 
imlicy, and it has been so evolved as to bring it into line with the Bengal 
Excise Art, 1909 (Bengal Act V of 1909), which has been found to be 
suitable for the purposes of excise administration. 

As to the provisions of the Bill reference has been made in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons to the salient points. But it may be 
explained that illicit traffic in opium across provincial boundaries is a 
very frequent offence. No action under the existing Act be taken 
for dealing with persons, residing within provincial teniioriee, who 
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aid CMT 4d>et commission of offences connected with the traffic in opium. 
It hai accordingly been decided to take legislative measures for render- 
ing punishable a person who^ in Bengal, attempts or abets the 
commission, in any place outside Bengal, of any offence punishable 
under the Opium Act. Necessary provision has been made in a new 
section 9F under clause 5 of the Bill. It may be added that in order 
to deal effectively with such offences provision imposing penalties of a 
deterrent nature should be made. The British law on the subject as 
embodied in the Dangerous Drugs and Poisons (Amendment) Act, 192»b 
provides for punishments of fine up to £1,000 or penal servitude up to 
10 yeors or both, or on summary conviction fine up to £250 or imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour up to 12 months, or both. The 
international traffic in opium is a grave world-wide menace and there is 
every ground for severity. 

Provision has been made in the Bill to confer powers of investigation 
and of granting bail on preventive officers of suitable standing. This 
should remove one of the most serious defects experienced in the working 
of the Act. This question involving amendment of section 20 of the 
Opium Act was thoroughly gone into before and it was considered that 
this amendment of procedure would mitigate one of the great difficulties 
experienced in the working of the Opium Act in provinces with advanced 
excise establishments. It may l>e noted that in the Boml>ay Opium 
(Amendment) Act, 192-1 (II of 192-1). similar provision has been mad© 
with the object of conferring additional powers on Kxcise and Customs 
officers already exercised by Ibdice officers under the (’ode of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898. 

Provision has also been made for the maintenance of case diaries by 
investigating officers according to the principles underlying section 172 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

As stated above this Bill generally follows the Bengal Excise Act, 
1909 (Ben. Act V of 1909). 

With these few words I beg to move that the Bill be < irculated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

The motion that the Opium (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 19JU, ^ 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dOth April, 
1932, was put and agreed to. 


3-45 p.m. 

Thi Bangtl Friiwiry CiliiGaUoii Bill, tWL 

nit HotflHt Mr. KNWMA NAZIMUDOINS 1 rise to introdnee a 
Bill further to amend the Bengal Primary Edneatjon Act, 1919. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 
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Tilt Hoa’M# Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUOOilf: 1 also beg to move 
that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee ccmsisting of — 

(/) Mr. H. R. Wilkinson, c.t.E.. 

(2) Maulvi Nunil Absar Cboudhurj', 

(3) Eban Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

(4) Mr. Ehwaja Salauddio, 

(5) Khan Sahib Maulvi Muamm Ali Khan, 

(6) Mr. S. M. Bose, 

(7) Mr. 0. R. Dain, c.i.e., 

(8) Babu Lalit Kumar Bal, 

(9) Babu Prafulla Kumar Cuba, 

(10) Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar, and 

(11) the mover, 


with instruction to submit their report within ten days from the date 
on which this motion is carried in Council and that the number of 
members whoso presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

Sir, the necessity for amending the Act has arisen because the 
Primary Education Act of 1919 makes attendance at primary schools 
within municipal areas compulsory for boys only and not for girls. 
Therefore under the existing Act if any municipality puts up a scheme 
or makes provision for the spread of primary edmntion among the girls 
within the municipal area and makes prt)visjon for funds for the same, 
they cannot impose compulsion, bet‘ause the Act does not provide for it. 
As a matter of fact, one municipality came forward with a sclieme and 
requested Government to amend the Act. Their wheme, it, and when 
introduced, will enable them to provide primary education for girls 
throughout the municipality, hut they apprehend that if they introduce 
it without the ])ower of compulsion, then some girls may not attend, 
niid when the education is going to be free, if there is no compulsion, the 
attendance, as a rule, will be so irregular that the value of providing 
free education for girls will be lost, because no action can be taken if 
the girls regularly absent themselves. This question was also raised 
here at the time of the last budget discussion, and I gave an undertaking 
that a Bill w’ould be brought forward to amend the existing Act, and 
hence this Bill has been introduced. One point that I want to make 
quite clear is that this does not mean that in every' municipality com* 
pulsion will be enfolded. What it does provide is that if any 
municipality, after having made adequate preparation and provision 
for providing facilities for the education of girls in the municipal area, 
makes an application to the local Government that the clause about 
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co]ii$Ai2siozi be extended to that municipality, and if Goverument in 
satisfied that adequate provision has been made and adequate facilities 
have been provided for pirls in that area, then and then only Government 
will notify and extend compulsion to that particular municipality. 
Before introducinf? this Bill we obtained the opinion of the mnaici- 
palities on this question, but I am afraid the opinions of the 
municipalities on the whole were not very favoumble to the Bill. Their 
attitude seemed to be on the side of caution. Perhaps they did not fully 
understand the implications of this Bill. They seemed to apprehend 
that if this Act is amended they mi^ht be called upon to prt>vitle money 
for compulsory primary education of ^rirls which they were not in a 
position to do. 


4 p.m. 

But I want to make it clear to the House that compulsion <'an only 
be extended if a municipality first makes an ap]>lication of its own 
accord after having' made ade<piate provision and, secondly, if Govern- 
ment are satisfied that the provision that has been made 
by the municipality is adequate and witisfactory. It appears 
to me very unfair that such municiiudities as are keen on extendiiur 
primary education for ^n’rls in their areas uml are prepared to put up 
money and provide such facilities, should not be able to jret the full 
advantiOjre, sinqdy because the Act at present does not ^ive tliein 
facilities to extend the provision about compulsion. The Bill is so very 
innocuous and necessary that I hope there will not be ninch discussion on 
it. With these observations I move the motion that the Bill be referred 
to Select Committee. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAfH, Khan Bahadur: Sir. so fur as I 

can see the principle of the Bill is that ^irls w ill he compelled in certain 
areOvS to come out oi the houseliold to be taught in schools. I do not 
know what is the opinion of the Miihummudatis at larj^e, but iiiy own 
personal opinion is that in this matter we are treading cm u very delicate 
ground. If w'e make a legislation like this, I ff‘ar it W’ill 1 h* mis- 
construed in the mufassal. Personally speaking, I would not like my 
own girls to be forced out of their borne to 1 h' educated iii public 
schools. I may Ih» considered to be a person who is not entitled to have 
any enlightened views as 1 l>elong to the conservative sc'hool of thought. 
I fear that a piece of legislation like this will be misconstrued outside 
the sphere of this Council hall. If, however, my other Muhammadan 
friends agree to this measure, I will not raise any objection. 1 would, 
however, aak the Hon'ble Minister to be very cautious in compelling 
girls to attend schools. When this question wss first thought of by 
ne when piloting the Primary Education Bill, 1 tried my best to avoid 

14 
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raifiing any diftcussion which may lead to rupture in the society. I, 
therefore, appeal to the Hon’hle Minister to consider this point of view 
before he agrees to carry this motion in this House. 

(At 4-10 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reaHRcnibled at 4-25 p.m.) 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“Mr. President, I wish to reply in a few words to the objection 
raised by Nawab Musharruf Hosain against the Bill introduced by the 
Hon’ble Education Minister for making the primary education of girls 
compulsory in municipal areas. 

Firstly, in rural areas people are not yet sufficiently alive to the need 
of primary education of girls. Secondly, the state of communications 
in those areas is such as does not encourage the immediate introduction 
of compulsory primary education among girls there. But, I do not 
understand why the Nawab has raised the question of the purdah in 
opposing the present Bill. In munici|>al areas the roads are in a quite 
good condition and there are suitable conveyances. I do not understand 
how, under these circumstances, any objection may be raised to the 
going to school of Moslem girls between six and ten years of age on 
the ground of the purdah. Girls of this age often go from one house to 
another and the purdah is not mentioned in this connection. If, in 
accordance with the Nawab’s advice, Moslem girls are not sent to school 
and consequently education does not spread among them so as to attract 
the attention of rural Moslems to its benefits, Hindu girls will take full 
advantage of the opportunity offered for getting free education, leaving 
their Moslem sisters far behind within a few years. 

From these con.siderutions I support the Bill and protest against the 
objection raised against it.*^ 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: Mr. President, Sir, in 
supporting this Bill I must first of all congratulate the Hon’ble Minister 
for introducing this Bill. There was a time when the Mussalmans were 
opposed to English education being imparted to their males, not to speak 
of their females. Now, however, the time has changed, and the Musaal- 
mans as a community are now regretting the blunder they made. Let 
us, therefore, not tread on the same path as our forefathers did. It is 
now time when we, the Mussalmans, should think and think very 
seriously that our girls should get as much education as our boys. Let 
our women folk g^t at least tliat much of education as would enable them 
to bring forth Mussaitnau children who would not only be fit to be 
members of this Council but would be fit to govern the country. This 
Bill aims to give eduoation to girls between the ages of tin and ten. It 
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18 priamrily meant for the urban areas. My friend, the Nawab Sahib, 
has imiaed objection on the jrround of Shariat. I do not know whom to 
follow, whether the tenets of the Prophet or the interpreters of the 
tenets. I am a Mussalnian and a follower of the Prophet and so far as 
I understand the meaninjr of Shariat, it is not so. Of all the reli^rions of 
the world, Islam does never lair behind irivini? education to its followers. 
It is incumbent on every Mussalmau to educate not only the males but 
also the females, and unless facilities are jriven to the irirls how vau we 
expect our female sex to advance in the matter of eilucatiouy Personally 
speakinir, from ray own experience, as I hail from the Tangail subdivision 
in the Mymensinirh district, I can tell yon that there is a minor school 
which iroes by the name of the lioirble President’s mother’s name 
Bindubashini and up to the last year (here was not a sinirle Muhammadan 
irirl on the roll of the school, but be it said to the credit of Mr. Shaha- 
bud«Din Ahmed, Munsif, Ist Court, Tanirail, that it was he who first 
introduced the idea of the Mussulman irirls of the town of Tanirail 

a proper education. 


4-30 p.m. 

I was then here for attcndinif the (’ouncil lucctmirs, with some of the 
Muhamimiduu pleaders, Maul vis Fdmdat Ali Khan, Abdul Karim and 
others, he went from d(»or to door and instiucte<l and persuaded the 
Ifuardiaus to allow tlicir i^drls to attend the scIck)!. Firstly, it was 
opposed by the orthodox section of the Muhamiuadans of the town, Imt 
when they were |?iven to understand that nnlesh the irirls were ijiven 
proper education, they would be fur behind the time, then the iruardiana 
were persuaded. Members of this House and (he Hon’ble Minister will 
be very irlad to hear that there are no less than 20 Mushalmaii Ki**!** io the 
course of this year in that institution. I say onre airain, that it is time 
that we should wholeheartedly support a nn^asure like this. Our 
Minister is also a Muhummadan — every time when I «■«> to prayer I find 
him there, and I believe that he is a (rue Muhammadan and he also 
knows the tenets of Islam as imu h as Nawab Musharruf Ilosain Sahib 
does. 

With these few words I support (he Bill. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I had no intention 
of rising to support this motion, I thought it <lid not rerjuire any speech 
to support it but since the Nawab Sahib has spoken against it, I think 
it my duty to stand up in its support. 

From rav experience of Chittagong town, I may inform the House 
that the Muhammadans who at first were against any compulsion in the 
matter of primai 7 education of girls, have become, even in Chittagong 
which » the centre of orthodox Musealmans, very keen on ibis, and at a 
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matter of fact the member from Chittagong was the one who advocated 
this motion. In Chittagong town itself, out of 1,300 girls in primary 
echool as many as 800 are Mussalmans, which fact shows that the 
MuHsalmans are becoming very, very keen in the matter of educating 
their girb. In connection with the inquiry which is being conducted 
just now into the progress of Mussalinan education in Bengal, I may 
inform the House that the bulk of the evidence is, I may say it is, prac- 
tic ally unanimous in this matter so far as the education of Mussalmau 
girls is concerned. Every one, even orthodox Maulvis, have advocated 
that up to the age of 11 they would not mind, or rather they would 
support the proposal that the education of Mussulman girls should be 
made compulsory, as they believe tliat it is more important that their 
girls should be educated than their boys. I, therefore, Sir, without 
wishing to take up the time of the House, want to emphasise, with all 
the emphasis at my command, the fact that this motion should be 
supported by everybody. 


Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 rise to give my humble 
suppf)rt to the l*iimary Education Bill as iiiti'oduced by the Hon’ble 
Minister. I am really surprised to find that some of my enlightened 
friends of the Muhammadan (ommunity have ()ppose<l this motion. 
Indeed, I must exjness my personal surprise to find Nawab Musharraf 
Ilosaiii coming bnward not only on his behalf, but on behalf of his 
community, to object to such a measure. What I have heard about 
this Bill in this (Council is all alHJut Muhammadan girls. I ask my 
friends to remember that we are legislating not only for Muhammadan 
girls, but also for Hindu girls. What about the Hindu girls in urban, 
areas? I do not know much about rural areas, I am talking about 
urban areas. The Sarda Act has come into force, and our girls canuot 
be married before the age of 14. All Hindu parents feel it incumbent 
upon them that before marriage, their giiK ought to receive pmper 
education and kept occupied up to the age of 14 \\ith their lessons and 
teaching. T presume this Bill is not a communal matter, it is for 
Hindus as well as Muhammadans. Even if the Muhammadans refuse 
compul.sory education of urban girls I am sure the Hindus will welcome 
it, I find in the Statement of Objects and Reasons a thing has been 
pointed out which is a glaring defe<d in the education of girls. 
Under the present statute our girls living in the rural areas, may have 
<^mpulsion practised upon them, but those living in urban areas can 
have no (xim pulsion on them. Is it not anomalous? The Hon’ble 
Minister wants to remove that anomaly. It is a very desirable and 
ncKressary measure, we ought not to stand in its way. In this connec- 
tion^ I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the present 
state of affairs in Calcutta. Calcutta is cousidered to be the premier 
city of India ; Calcutta has its primary education under the Corporation 
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wsp^ibihty. I find rural areas are ;^ing to have (‘oinpulsiuii if (he 
Honlile Minister eontinues in his chair. But what alniut ralcutta. 
might I inquire? On looking at the CorjKii-ation rect»itls I fimi (hat 
after long deliberations it -was decided to have cojupulsory primary 
education, but that was in one particular ward only, and that was 
thr^ years ago. I hope the Hon hie Minister in charge of luuiiicipal 
affaire will bear me out when I say that after eight yeais* administration 
in Calcutta, the present Conwration roubl not cany out compulsory 
primary education in Calcutta. When it would l^e Wgun— it is 
impossible to make out. I am soriy that Calcutta has l»een excludetl 
from the pun-iew of the Act of 19d0. Calcutta may lug behind the 
rest of the province. Ix'aving Calcutta alone in the matter of primary 
education we ought not to stand in the way of improvement and 
progress in rural and other urban ureas. As I have alit»udy said the 
education of our girls has now become a necessity. Cnless this is 
accomplished, the orthodox community will have a legitimate grievance 
against the Sarda Act, for their girls will not be allowed to marry, 
and unless provision is made for their edmution up till the age of 14, 
they w’ill not be able to keep these girls pmpcriy occui)ied. Govern* 
luent have stopped marriages before 14 hy Statute, and tjuite rightly, 
but if you stop their maiTinge‘i, you (uight to provide for their proper 
education up Ut the age of fuarriage. Here you are ])i't»vidiiig ft»r 
the education of girls fi-om the ages of 0 (o 11. 1 cannot say alxnit 

Muhammadans, but us regards the Hindus, I once im»re say and f 
Wlieve that even the most oHhodox will have no obj^tion if f>rop«T 
education is pix)vidcd for girls even up to the age of 14. It is not at 
all suggested that all girls should be I niversity students, l)Ut all 
should have elementary primary education. I hope mdK)dy having 
any hand in the matter, shoulrl object to primary education Wing 
extended to our girls, be they Hindus or Muhammuduns. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In nMug to .uppeut 
the motion of the Hon’ble Mini>tcr, I am consliained 1<> say that 
Nawab Musharraf Hosain has gone back to the XH th ceiituiy, and 
has altogether forgotten that he in in the XXlh centun. Far from 
going to school, the MusHalmaii girls are now ecmiting impriHonment. 
Very recently, a girl of a very conservative family, Musaiuiiiat Hosney 
Ara Begum, has courted imprisconiient. AmMhei MusHulnmn lady, 
Musammai Baulalunnesa Khatun, wife of an eminent dewtor, has also 
courted imprisonment. Probably the Nawab Kahib has no knowletlge 
that one Miss Fazilutunnessn crossed the seas to go to Ijondon to take 
her Degree there. I may also add in this connection that Mussalman 
girls of eminent and distinguished families are now Wing trained in 
dancing and singing, the same as Hindu girls. I hope all the members, 
particularly Mussalman members, will support this motion. 
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Bibtl SATYENDRA NATH ROYs I do not know whether members 
are aware that the first Primary Education Act of this Province was 
not an Act put forward by the Government, but was an Act 
put forward by a non-official member of the Council. The 
Bill was introduced by a private member and passed at his instance. 
I remember the late I>ord Sinha, the then Indian member of the 
Executive Council of Bengal, in considering the Bill said that he was 
looking forward to the day when not only the boys but the girls of 
the Province would be educated on similar lines. Only, I think 12 
or years have passed, and I congratulate the Hon'ble Minister in 
bringing forward this motion, and I hope the education of girls, as 
desired by the late liOrd Sinha, will come to pass very 8(x>n. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; I think an in- 
justice has been done to the Nawab Sahib by many of the members. 
I was listening to him, and I felt as a matter of fact that he, personally, 
would like very much that girls should ]>e educated and enlightened. 
All I think he wanted to do was to draw out the opinions of the 

nieml>er8 of the House, so that outside tlie House it might be known 

that there was an unanimity of opinion within this House. We are all 
agree<l that the education of girls is essentially necessaiy* for the 

advance of our country, and that it is education alone which can 

bring alwut the regeneration of our countiy. We congratulate the 
Hon'ble Ministe! on the Bill which he has introduced in this Council. 


445 p.m. 

Mauivi HAS8AN ALI; I am really surprised to hear from Nawab 
Musharraf Hosain that female tMlucation — education of Moslem girls 
— is against the Shariat, that is^ the Islamic law. This soil of know- 
ledge of the Shariat, I believe, is due to the misconception of the 
Islamic tenets altogether. I am not here to interjiret the traditions or 
the Hadis, but T am only to ask my Moslem friends, specially the 
Nawab Sahib, to remember the very well-known saying of the Prophet 
(an English translation ot it runs as follows;; Learning, education 
and knowledge are compulsoiy* for males and females — all Moslems. 
This ought, not to be foi'gotten. Even a Moslem of veiy’ ordiDar\ 
knowledge of Islamic tenets must know it and ought to know it. It 
is really shocking to hear such ignorance of the Shariats on tbe part 
of a distinguiahad meml>er of my community, the Nawab Sahib. I do 
not know whether tlie Bill will further the education of Moslem girls 
hut that is quite another thing. With these few words, Sir, I would 
like to remove the misconception with regard to education in respect of 
Moslem girls. 
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Brital AMULYADHAH RAY: Sir, I do not know how to thank the 
Hon’blo Minister for bringing a Bill of this nature. I convey my 
gratitude to him for the passage of the Bengal Primary Education 
Act and thus completing the incomplete action of the late Mahatma 
Ookhale. I still remember the trouble that he tt)ok by going from 
one district to another district and I Ktill remember the days when he 
had been to the district of Jessore. I still remember the day when 
we assembled and the people assembled at the railway station to receive 
him with the idea that he had been there with the message of free 
primary education. I had no mind to take part in the debate but as 
some opposition has been made I think that I ought to support the 
Hon’ble Minister in his noble purpose. I do not like to intrude upon 
the time of this hon’ble House any longer. With these few wonls» 
Sir, I support the Hon’ble Minister that the Bill, as modified, be 
referred to the Select Conimittee. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that after the name 
of “Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar” the following names l»e inserted, 
namely : — 

Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, and 
Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 


Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: I beg to move that after the name 
of “Seth Hunuman Pnisad Poddar” the following uaiiu*s he inserted, 
namely : — 

Raja Bhupendra Xaruyan Sinlia Bahadur, <»f Nasliij>tir; 
Maharaja Sris C’haiidra Xandy, <*f Kasinibazar; tUMl 
Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got the coiiHent ol the members 
concerned ? 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: I have got the consent of the Raja 
Bahadur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then your amendment will have to be put in a 
modified form containing only the name of the Raja Bahadur of 
Nasbipur and yourself. 
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The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN to move that after the name of 
“Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar“ the following names be inserted, 
namely : — 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, and 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Eahman. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM to move that after the name of “Seth 
Hunuman Prosad Poddar’* the following names be inserted, namely; — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim, and 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 


Mr, D. il. COHEN: Sir, I beg to move that after the name of *'Seth 
Hunuman Prosad Poddar” the following name be inseHed, namely: — 

“Rev. 11. A. Nag.“ 


The HOfi’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to accept all 
the amendments. 

The motion that after the name of “Seth Hunuman Pjx)Bad Poddar“ 
the name “Rev. 11. A. Nag” be inserted was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that after the name of “Rev. 11. A. Nag” the following 
names be inserted, Wr., Raja Bahadur llhupendia Narayan Sinhn, of 
Nashipur, and Mr. Sara! Kumar Roy was then put and agreed to. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That the Bengal Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 19d2, be 
referred to a SelcH't Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Kbwaja 
Nazimuddin, c.i.e., Mr, H. R. Wilkinson, cjr.E., Maulvi Niirul 
Absar Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, Mr. 
Kbwaja Sala-ud-din, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan, Mr. S. M. 
Bose. Mr. O. R. Dain, c.i.e., Balm Lalit Kumar Bal, Babu Prafulla 
Kumar Ouha, Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar, Rev. B. A. Nag, Raja 
Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, and Mr. Sarat 
Kumar Roy, with instruction to submit their report within ten days 
from the date on which this motion is carried in Council and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constiinte a 
quorum shall be five." 
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The Mwigal MutuuimiBdafi Marriages ' tmi Divoroaa Ragislration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1931. 

The Honlile Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I hej? to iniwdxive a 
Bill to amend the Rental Miihaiiimadaii Marriages and Divoroeti 
Registration Act, 1876, 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 Ug to move that 
the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(/) Mr. H. R. Wilkinson, c.i.e., 

(2) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(3) Maulvi Muhammad Hossain, 

(4) Maulvi Muhammad Solaiman, 

(*5) Maulvi Abul Kasem, 

(6) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr, 11, S. Suhruwardy, 

(5) Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

ifh Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen, 

{10} Dr. Nare.sfi Chandra Sen (iupta, ami 

(II) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, it has been felt neceshury to introduce this Bill because in this 
Council dui-ing the budget debates in I9d0, it was suggested by some 
members that the present system of receiving mtznrtttun should lie 
abolished, and that there shoubl be a ‘nystein of fees. 

The present Bill is intended to do away with the voluntary' gmtui* 
ties, which are now legal, and to bring the Act more or less into line 
with the Indian Registration Act under which the fees are payable in 
accordance with a table prepared by Government under the Act. The 
public will then know to what expenditure they are legally liable and 
the proposal will have the additional advantage of securing uniformity 
of practice. To give effect to this it is proposed to give Government 
power to prescribe rules for regulating the fees payable and these fees 
will take the place of the fee of Re. 1 payable under section 9 of the 
Act and of the voluntary gratuity permitted under section 10, 
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Government wish to popularise the system of registering marriages 
and divorces before Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and it is hoped 
that the introduction of fixed fees will help towards this result and 
this object will not .be lost sight of when the scale of fees is fixed. 

I do not think that there is anything more to be said. It is not 
necessary to say a great deal in favour of the Bill. The general con- 
sensus of opinion is that the Bill should be amended, because from the 
system which permits a Marriage Regristrar to take voluntary 
gratuities, a practice has grown up of making exorbitant charges and 
the ignorant villagers do not know that these charges are only volun- 
tary. In certain cases the Marriage Registrar refuses to register 
marriages unless their demands are fully satisfied. Once you prescribe 
by rules that a certain fee must be taken and no one is to be allowed 
to take anything over and above that, and make the Marriage Registrar 
liable to some kind of action by Government if he violates the rules, 
then only the practice of demanding exorbitant charges will be 
stopped. The villagers will know what is the proper amount they 
will have to pay and will pay that amount only and nothing more. 

The important question really is what should be the table of fees, 
but that is not the subject matter now under discussion. That will be 
promulgated by means of Government rules later on. We have taken 
opinion on the subject as to what should be the reasonable rate of fees 
and, if necessary, I would invite the members who are interested in 
this matter to let me know what they consider to be the reasonable 
rate. 

With these few words, Sir, I l>eg to move the motion. 


MiUlvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: Sir, I beg to move that 
after the name of “Dr. Nuresh Chandra Sen Gupta” the following names 
be inserted, namely: — 

Babn Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhurv, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that after the name of 
‘^Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta*' the following name be inserted, 
namely — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 


Tht Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUODIN: Sir, I beg to accept 

the amendments. 
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Tfce following motions were then put and agreed to: — 

“T^t after the name of ‘Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta' the 
following names be inserted, namely : — 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, and 

Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji.” 

*^That after the name of ‘Maulvi Nur Ruliinan Khan Eusufji* the 
following name be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim.” 

The following amended motion was then put und agreed to: — 

“That the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divoreet liegistra* 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 19tU, be referi'ed to a Sele<*t Committee 
consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwuja Naiimuddin, r.i.K., Mr. H. R. 
Wilkinson, r.i.E., Maulvi TumtKuddin Khan, Maulvi Muhammad 
Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad Solaiman, Maulvi Abul Kasem, lluji Badi 
Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. II. S. Suhiawardy. Maulvi Syed Jaluluddin 
Hashemy, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kuinai Sen, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta, Babu Satish Chandra Ray (.’howdhury, Maulvi Nur Rahman 
Khan Eu.sufji and Maulvi Abdul Hakim, with instruetion to submit 
their report as soon as possible and that the number of members w’hose 
presence shall lie necessary to constitute a <iuorum shall Iw* five.” 


6 p.ni. 

The B 0 ngal Local 8alf*Coverfmi«fit (Amamlfnant) Bill, 1982. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the Bengal Self-Government Act of 

1885. 

[The Secretary then read the .hIojiI title of the Bill.] 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Wal Self-Government (Amendment; Bill. 19H2, be 
referred to a Sele<’t Committee con.sisting of — 

il) Munindra Deb Rai Mahasni, 

(2) Rai Satish Chandra Mukherji Bahadur, 

(5) Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur, 

(4) Dr, Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

(^Bai Sahib Panchanan Barma, m.b.i., 
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( 6 ) Khan Bahadur Maulvi AlimiusKaman Chaudhuri, 

( 7 ) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

( 8 ) Sir Laiirelot Travers, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e., 

( 9 ) Mr. C. W. Gumer, and 

( 10 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, like the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act the amend- 
ment of the liocal Self-Government Act has also become overdue. 
This is an Act which was passed 47 years ago to introduce local boards 
and district Imrds. They were then under official chairmen, their 
activities were mainly confined to the construction and maintenance 
of roads, and the establishment and maintenance of a few secondary 
schools, and a share out of road and public works cesses was the only 
source of their income. They were then under strict official manage- 
ment. But the position, and activities of these units of Local Self- 
Government have since undergone a complete transformation. They 
are no longer under official chairmen, and their field of activities now 
cover a very wide range, viz., sanitation, education — primaiy*, secondary 
and technical — improvement of water-supply, public health — which 
includes control of epidemics, maternity and child welfare work. They 
have taken up medical relief in right earne.st by establishing dispen- 
saries and supenising the work of Sanitary Assistants in health 
circles. Besides these the mileage of mads has greatly increased and 
their maintenance in proper condition is a .source ever-growing 
financial burden to the district Iwards. The supervision of the union 
boards whose number is rapidly increasing has als<j added to the work 
as well ns to the usefulness of these local bodies. The success which 
has been hitherto achieved, and I am glad to observe it is not incon- 
siderable, i» largely due to the increasing interest which the public 
have taken in the affairs, and management of these Ixiards. But at the 
same time their complexity ha.s also proportionately increased, and 
Government have felt the necessity of amending the Act in order to 
romove some of the administrative difficulties and to secure lietter 
facilities for the local and district lioards in the di.schurge of their 
responsibilities. There ha.s also l>een some desire on the part of the 
public to get this Act amended to bring it uptodate and to invest the 
boards w'ith wider powers, to demo<‘ratise their constitution, and to 
place them dire^'tly in touch with the union boards by making them 
the oonstituents. 

A Conference of the Chairmen of District Boards was convened at 
Darjeeling in October, 1930, to advise Government on the amendmest 
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of tho Act. The Conference decided to ptistpone (he constitutional 
changes in the present transitional period, and confine<l its I'ecommen- 
dations to administrative impmvemeiits. This Bill has Wn drafted 
incorporating most of those recomiueiidatums aim mg ot hoi’s, which the 
Government considered essential to remove administrative difticulties, 
and to meet situations, not provided tor in the existing Act. But fol- 
lowing the advice of the (\mfereuce all changes in the (constitution 
have been defined. 

The principal amendments have been enumerated in the OhjiK'ts 
and Reasons of the Bill, and I do not propose to ivpeat them. 

Constitutional changes may l>e desirable but admini.stnitive amend- 
ments are essential for the simndh working of the di.ntrict boards, 
constitutional changes cannot Iw* introduced without a mon» caivful 
and more extensive examination of the Act; .some of the changes which 
may appear desirable at pre.sent are likely to lose their iinfMUtancc, 
with the introduction of the new (constitution of the Goveniment: 
whether greater control, oi more relaxation of (*(»ntrol will be helpful 
to the development, and better working of the district boanU, whether, 
the members of the distiict boards shmibl be directly ebs'ted. (»r by 
the union boards, decisions in the.se matters may reasonably and 
advantageously await the introduction of the New Reforms. With 
this idea Government have framed this Bill pnividing only adminiR- 
tiative amendnieuts and I would nniuest the House to refer the Bill 
to a Select Committee. This Council may not ha\e the (jpporfunity to 
consider a more coinpr(dicnsivc arnemlment of the Af t within its life- 
time. So these amendments need not be jio-t polled foi wider 
constitutional changes. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu illTENORALAL BANNERJEE to move, In way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose uf clititiiig public 
opinion thereon within six mouths from the date on whii h this motion 
is carried in Council. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the puri»ose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon before the 30th June, 1932. 

I must confess that I have not gone through the Bill thoroughly. 
But as important changes are going to be made in the existing Act I 
think the pfiblic must be consulted with regard to them and local 
bodies, etc,, should be givea an opportunity of giving their considered 
opinion on the provisions of the BiU. Sir. I think that this tendency 
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to rush legislation on a very important matter should be avoided by 
Government. With these words I move that the Bill should ' be 
circulated for public opinion. 

Mauivi H ASSAM ALI: 1 beg to move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon within the Slst of 
May, 1932. 

Sir, there are no two opinions in the country tliat the amendment of 
this most ancient piece of legislation concerning local self-government 
in this country is long overdue. As far as I know the opinion of the 
people of the country is that if the Act is to be amended, it should be 
amended according to the line indicated by popular opinion. I do not 
know, at least tlie country at large does not know, how far the proposed 
Bill has met with such public wishes. For example, I may say that 
it is the general wish of the people that the local boards in this country 
should be abolished altogether, because they have become altogether 
useless and to spend lots of money on them is merely waste of public 
money. I think this Bill does not propose anything to rectify this 
evil. I, therefore, recommend to the House that they should accept 
ray motion for circulation. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: After what has fallen from the 
Ilon’ble Minister I do not like to move the motion of which I gave notice. 

The motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the 'Ust March, 1932, was accordingly not 
moved. 

Mauivi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My calculation was 
entirely wrong; I thought that this Bill would come up for discussion 
to-day. As far as I rememlrer a Conference of the Chairmen and Vice- 
Chairmen of District Boards was held at Darjeeling to suggest neces- 
sary ehangea in the Bengal I^cal Self-Government Act. I do not 
understand the necessity of hurrying through this important piece of 
legislation as we are doing. In this Bill, as far as I have gone through 
it, certain important changes are going to bo made; particularly the 
oath of allegiance and the depositing of securities are very important 
changes. So I request the Hon’ble Minister to wait, at least to take 
the opinions of the district boards and local boards of Bengal. 1 also 
request him to wait till the next session of the Council and to take the 
opinions of the lo<'al Imards and district boards in the meantime. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The Hon^ble Minister 
deserves some thanks for bringing forward this Bill. Some of its 
provisions are certainly welcome and will remove many of the difficulties 
experienced in actual work but at tbe same time I cannot say that I 
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approTO the principle of the Bill as a whole. My chief objection is 
that- the Bill, althou^rh it proposes to make a comprehensive amendment 
of the Act, does not po far eiionjfh. It shirks the questions which have 
been agitating the people for over a quarter of a century, such as the 
question of the constitution of local boards and district boards as a 
whole. 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 explained all 
these points when I presented this Hill. Dr. Sen Gupta was not, 
perhaps, unfortunately in the chamber then. 

Dr* NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs 1 do not doubt that the 
Hon'ble Minister gave an explanation. I say that when the present 
amending Bill is sought to be introduc4?d questions like these ought 
to be considered, at least an opportunity ought to be given to the public 
to give expression to their views regarding the ditliculties experienced 
in the working of the old Act. The only excust.* for not introducing 
a comprehensive Bill is that Government is in a state of transition at 
the present moment and therefore these constitutional problems are 
for the time being excluded. I know that Government is supposed to 
be in a transitional stage and everybody is expecting something in the 
future but that is no reason why Government should suflfer from this 
somewhat extraordinary complex which makes them nervous of 
introducing any change which they think to be neicssary. If a change 
is necessary, notwithstanding the pro.spect of any impending constitu- 
tional change or even if there be no change at all, it ought to be made. 


5-15 p.m. 


The Government should shake off its habit of looking njmi itself 
as a sort of transitional Govomraent which is only keeping the place 
warm for persons coming hereafter, I think, Sir, (hat the Minister, 
at any rate, has no case for sliirking this question in view of the 
impending constitutional changes which might only give greater 
power to the people. I could understand such an attitude of the 
Members on the l^servwl Side, but I c 4 iiinot understand this attitude 
of the Members of Government on the Transferred Side. 

Then there is another question u{)on which public opinion has 
expressed itself ever since tlie report of the Decentral isatioii (jommis- 
sion and that is that the control should Iw vested in a local Government 
Board as in England. That is a proposition which does not seem to 
be within miles and miles of the ideas of the framers of the Bill. I 
do not see wliy this should be ignored altogether. There is a provision 
in the Bill which would show that a central body of that charactery 
which would exercise supervisi<Hi ov®r district boards and 
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local boards from outside, is a matter of absolute 
necessity. Take for instance the provisions which have been made with 
regard to the officers in the service of district boards and local boards. 
The number of officers in the service of local bodies is going on 
increasing. Their conditions of service have got to be looked into and 
there are certain considerations which no doubt point to the conclusion 
that there ought to be a body to look after the interests of officers of 
the local bodies, so that they may not be subject to the caprices of any 
person in authority. That is one of the arguments. There are numerous 
oilier things in which local boards and district boards would require to 
be supervised. At present the supervision is exercised by the Commis- 
sioner. That is an anomaly which has come to us as a heritage from 
the past which otherwise should have been a thing of the past. We 
have now these bodies administered by a Minister who is responsible 
to the Council and yet the authority exercised by Government over 
these lo(3al bodies is not exercised directly by anybody with a pretence 
of popular will behind him but it is exercised by the Commissioner. 
When these local bodies were first introduced and they were placed 
under the control of Commissioners, the present reforms were not 
thought of. With the introduction of reforms there should have been 
a transference of the power of supervision and control from the Com- 
missioner to a Local Government Board. That is a reform which has 
been talked about for a very long time. I think it was first mentioned 
ill Lord Morley’s despatch, but when the question of overhauling the 
Act comes before Government, they do not think about it. I think it 
is not every day that we overhaul an Act of this character. The Local 
Self-Government Act was pus.sed in 1885, and since then it has not been 
overhauled exi'ept for a tinkering here and a tinkering there. The 
only overhauling which is attempted is in 1932. But these important 
questions are left out perhaps to be taken up at tlie time of the next 
overhauling in the next century. I think these are questions which 
should be tackled now and in order to arrive at a definite decision it 
is necessary that tlie Bill should be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. 


Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: So far as I have 
been able to go through the provisions of the Bill, I think some of the 
proposed amendments are urgent. They are certainly long overdue. 
Regarding the suggestion for overhauling the whole Act, I think the 
Hon'ble Minister is justified in waiting for the coming constitutional 
changes so that uny fundamental changes in the Act might not come 
into conflict with the pew constitution. Take for instance the question 
of franchise. Now, under the Local Self-Government Act franchise is 
limited. It is expected, however, that there will be fundammital 
changes in this direction on account of the coming reforms. So it is 
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^ ^ w»it for tOBie tiM witil we know eer poaition under ih^ 
impeipl^ general ocuuititutieftal changet. Ilieae minor ohangee* 
kowefegi sbould not wait, because we do not know bow soon or late 
we atlafi ha^ the new reforms working. From my own ex|>erienoe 
of the working of local bodies I am in a position to say that some of 
the amendments proposed are really very urgent; so I support the 
motion. 


9k LANCILOT TRAVERtt Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Qupta 
apparently opposes the introduction of this Bill and its going to a 
Si^t Committee because he thinks that a larger Bill ought to be 
introduced. With regard to that point I agree entirely with what the 
last speaker has said. All of us who haTe had anything to do with the 
working of district and local boards are aware that from time to time 
anomalies of the old Act crop up which prevent the proper working of 
district and local boards. This Bill sensibly enough will correct the 
anomalies and make its provisions workable. Whether the new 
constitutional reforms will affect the constitution of the district boards 
or not does not affect the question. It is a good move for the Hon'ble 
Minister to introduce this Bill, now so that the district boards ran 
immediately improve their working. Dr. Sen Gupta has referred to 
the question of control hy what he calls the liocal -Government Board. 
I would point out to Dr. Sen Oupta that the Local Government Board 
in England is nothing more or less than the equivalent of Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy. It is nothing more than the Minister. As the 
Board of Revenue here consists of one Member only, so the lioca! 
Government Board in England is in charge of one Minister — the 
Minister for Public Health. With regard to the question of oontrol 
over district and local organisations, we Englishmen are of course used 
to it and we think that it is desirable. In England Bills which are 
introduced with regard to such measurM are usually accompanied by 
an inspectorship and so on; and the County Councils and Diairioi 
Gouncils carry out the work under inspection. Whether it is suitable 
in Bengal or whether Btngalie would like such inspectorship or not, 
I do not know. For myself I think a certain amount of patience wiU 
be neoeseary before those obanges are made, but I am entirely in favour 
el this BiU. I think it is a very good move of the Hoo^ble Ministm' 
to have brought forward such a Bill eo that the distriei boards may work 
more efficiently. 

MmiM AMUt tAMABt I beg to irappori t^ a^dment for tU 
pnrpoee of circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion. Now, Sir, 
the Bin seeks to introduce cha^ of far-reachmg consequeuoes and m 
nsy opiiiiim eome pt the piovifions ef the BiH are astfaiatkmal is 
duMictcr jn cQu e ptCPf the promise of Oovwtiuent to givi 
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m full autononuraa GoTanuoMsit m'tlie near future. Now, Sir, one of 
main reasoBa for introducmg thia BiD ia tliat aome diaugea are 
eaaential in the Local Self-GorerniBent Act aa it ia a ^^7 old Act — 
about 47 years old, and so it hi desirable that these changes should be 
introduced. Some changes are necessary no doubt, but we are on the 
ere of getting full responsible Govemment within a couple of years 
or so. If, therefore, the Act could wait for 47 years I cannot see any 
reason why it cannot wait for one or two years more, so that when the 
n^ reforms are introduced the provisions of the Act muld be so altered 
as to bring them in consonance with the reformed constitution. I do 
not know the motive of the Hon’ble Minister in introducing this Bill 
at such hot haste. In my opinion there is no urgent necessity for 
hurrying with this Bill without circulating it for eliciting public 
opinion. With these few words I beg to support the amendment. 

TN Moil’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, my friends 
Mr. Ray Chowdhury and Sir Lancelot Travers have said what I could 
have said in reply to Br. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. One objection 
against the introduction of the Bill which has been taken by Dr. Sen 
Gupta is that the control over district boards exercised by the Commis- 
sioner has been left uninterfered with. Sir, my friend does not realise 
that the Commissioner under the new constitution will no longer be a 
Commissioner under my friend the Hon’bl^ Mr. Prentice, but perhaps 
he would bo a Commissioner under Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta 
himself. 

Dr. NARitH CHANDRA tiN GUPTA: I would abolish the 
Commisoioners. 

Tilt HoiPblo Mr. RNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So when Dr. Sen 
Gupta suggests that the Commissioner’s control ought to be abolished, 
he makes a auggestion on the existing state of affairs. But he forgets 
that the whole ' Situation may undergo a great change in the near 
future. Prom my experience— though it may be very short— of the 
working of local bodies I am able to say that it is not the relaxation 
of control, but it is the tightening of control that is necessary if you 
want to see local bodies working efficiently. 

The Local Government Board referred to by Dr. Sen Gupta is non 
eii in England and as Sir Lancelot Travers pointed out, it is tbs 
Ifinister of Puldfc Health who really hati Gie'Idbdl biidlsi; 

i. 

Df. NARitH GHANDRA UN OUPTAl Jhy I explain what I 
said? The Local Oovemment Board as visniiiaed by the Beoentralm- 
Uon ^d not the Local Govemmont Board in England* 
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tIi Nm^ Mr. tMOY PMMB tlNOH RBYt I an obliged to 
Dr. Sw Gupta for thia axplauation, but atiU I maintaui that it would 
bo a groat advantage to introduce the Bill oowt even though the control 
of ihm Commissioner remains. 

5^ p.m. 

As I said, Sir, that only the difficulties which have been experienced 
in the working of the local bodies are sought to be removed and we are 
avoiding any change in the existing constitution of these local bodies 
during this transition period. The changes in the constitution of 
district boards may be left to the new set of Ministers who, I believe, 
would come into office in another two years’ time. 

As regards the eliciting of public opinion at this stage, I may say 
that the recommendations of the Chairmen of the District Boards who 
met at Darjeeling have been incorporated in this Bill, and those 
recommendations were practically unanimous. So we c;an say that 
those recommendations were the recommendations not of the Chairmen 
personally but of the bodies they repreoept. It would be therefore a 
sheer waste of time to circulate the Bill. 

Dr. NARitH CHANDRA SCN CUPTA: Sir, may I inquire whether 
all the recommendations of the Chairmen have been incorporated in the 
Bill? 

Tha Hon’Ma Mr. RIdOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, 1 think that 
most of them, at any rate all the important ones, have beta 
incorporated. It may be that only some minor recommendations on 
technical matters have not been incorporated. 

The motion that the Bill be circulated for the ptirpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon before the 30th flune, 19*12, was then put and 
lost. 

The following motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was not put as it was 
oovered by the toregoing decision of the Council ‘ 

That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinlmi 
thereon within the Slst of May , 1932. 

MaiSvi HASSAN ALII I beg to move that after the name of 
•‘Mr. C. W. Chinier‘* the following names be inserted, namely;—' 

Maulvi ^Abdul Samadg 

Maulvi Syed Jalaluddm Hashemy, and 

Kaat Mmdadttl Hoque. 
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Mililvi ASDUi iAMAil to aiovo tiuit aHor ih» 'noine of 
*'lfr. C. W, Gorner*’ the foUowing nonieo ho imertod, iio»ety:-r‘ 

Maulvi Abdtts Samad, 

ICaulri Haaaan Ali, 

Bahn Jitendralal Bannerjee, 

Mr. B. C. Ghatterjoei and 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Baau. 

Haji lADl AHMKO CHOWDHUSYt I beg to moTe that after the 
niune of “Mr. C. W. Gumer“ the foUowing name he inserted, namely ; — 

Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 

Bobu KHBTTIR MOHAN NAVl I beg to move that after the name 
of “Mr. 0. W. Gumer“ the following nameo he inserted, namely: — 

Bai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, and 
Babu Kheiter Mohan Ray. 

Mr. tANAT CHANDRA RALt I beg to move that after the name of 
‘^Mr. C. W. Gumer” the foBowhig names be inserted, namely; — 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarhar, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, and 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN ICHAM IHiVFdlt I bag to move that 
after the name of “Mr. C. W. Ghmier*' the following names be inserted, 

Maulvi Syed Nausher Aii, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji^ 

V,. 

Mm RRAPULLA KUMAR QUHAt I beg to move that altar the 
name of “Mr. 0. W. Gumm*’* the fbOowing name be itmorled* 
namely 

Mr. Saileswar Singh Boy. 
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tk# niittii of C. W. Gitnier’* ike lolWing nm 
luuiielf >— 


iktt iftor 
k» tnieriod, 


IbulTi HaMin Ali, and 
Bate Nifittira Karayan Bay. 


Mr* A« F* !!• AlOUB RAHIiAN: I b«^ to moTe that aflor tka 
natto of “Mf. C. W. the following namoa be inaeried, 

namely: — 

Manlvi Tamiauddiu Khan, and 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur liahinaii. 

The following motion won tailed hut not moved : — 

Maiilvi iYED NAUSHER ALI to move that after the name cil 

“Mr. C. W. Gurner** the following iiamea Im» inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick, and 
Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali. 

■aku SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: I beg to move 

that after the name of “Mr. C. W. Gunier“ the following name oe 
inaerted, namely : — 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdknfy. 


Mwivf AIDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that after Um iuibo of 
"Mr. C. W. Ouraer” the following name be inaerted, namely : — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 


Tke loUoving motion wae called but not moved 

Mr. §• M. SME to move that after the name of “Mr. C. W. Qumer** 
following name be inaerted, namely : 

Mr. SaRaawar Singii Boy. 


The motion, ol Manlti Buann Ali, Haji BmU Aharf 
Mr. Sant €hw4n Bnl, MnnW Nw EahmM 

P^fnOa Knmar Onlia. Itahn Sagendra Narayan R.y, Mr. A. ¥. M. 
Abte Babn Batiih Ohmidm Bay Cbowdhnry airf Mariw 

«• moHon oT Bhfctt Mdhaa Bay #a. not pnt aa H 

c o f e red hy the foregoing Aaoiaian of the OmaciL 
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•if LAMfilLOT TBAVilltl Sk, my I mk wMlm tiiirtmmittee 

witk so many meiabers will not be an unwieldy onef 


Mr. 0* W« QURNERs Sir, with your kind permiaaion and' under 
inatructiona from the Hon’ble Miniater I beg to propoae two namea to 
be added to the liai of membera of the Select Committee, Tii., Haulvi 
Aminuiaaman Khan and Khan Bahadur Maulvi BLafumr 
Chaudhuri. Aa a reault of the motions already moved my proposal 
will perhaps swell the committee siil] further. As Sir Lancelot Travers 
has pointed out, the committee would probably be an unwieldy one, 
but in our recent Select Committees on Bills of this kind we have had 
a large number of members on them. 

The motion that the two names to be added to the list bf members 
of the Select Committee, vtr., Maulvi Aminuzzaman Khan and Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Haflzur Rahman Chaudhuri was put and agreed to. 


Mfi iARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move that after the name 
of ‘‘Mr. C. W. Gumer** the following names be inserted, viz. : — 

Rai Satyendra Kumar Baa Bahadur, 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, and 
Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon*ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, aa amended 
by the Coun^ was then put and a division taken with the following 
reault: — 


AYiE 


All, Maalfi Nutea. 
iaitaii, MatUvt tyM MaJM. 

•al, aalM um KwMr, 
aal, Mft iarat (MMnara. 

Banaa, fiai laaia faaHw iaBa . 

•atway, Mr. a. 

Maaiyi Mr. t. N. 

Ma»Mr.S.M. 
wmmm* Mr. a. M. 

eiNMMMarli ifaaa Baliaiar Maalil 
AHaMMMuaaa. 

eaaaaaarb Kaaa Baaaaar Maaivi NaAtar 
eaauaaarl, MaMvi Mnw NaMw. 


oaaailMnr, MaaM Mural AiMMr. 
OlwwilNiry, Haji laai AIubmI. 

OUmiaiHiry, Maaivi AiSal MMaai. 

Mjk W 

W. V. 

eaaair. Mr. IL M. 

taMfH, Maaivi Mar Uiiaiaa Kaaa. 
f arvaal, tat Naa*aiv Naama K. M. Mum 

faav at, Mr. l. u. 

• aai itl , Hal Baiaiar taail Kaaaw. 

•asati tav Nwfait ta> b. b. 

taama vl, Mw MaaWM ABuMI Blr ABiaa 
B l l aar i at , Mr« M. M. 
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tMM,aterNMIkKMMr. 

MnNr7i|0.«. 

^pmHW 

W ipi iyii i ^ iir* w. t. 

Httwiii, rn rnmmmmA , 

KMT, m. W. 4. 
nmmt MMlrt AaMtHOhlMiui. 

KM. KM IkM Mamvi MiMiiaiii All. 
KM, IlMlil rtmamt^rnkL 
KMk Mr. fMMr Mum. 

Marr, tiM tl«ii*Mt Mr. A. 

MMMlik. m. 1. T. 

MtMlAi KM IMM MUmiX AMM. 
NaiiiiiiiMim tut HM'Mt Mr. Klimja. 


Mpal, Mr* M. e. V. 

PvMawNf 1119 il9Wi9 9ir« Wa w« If* 

A a Ma , Mr. A. P. M* AMM 
Aai mtmrnk M wi i aara M* 

Aay. Mil AaMlyaAM. 

Kay. Aam KlMltw MMn. 

Kay, Mu NiiMra Namyaii. 

Kay eMMlHiry, Mu SalJaA eMM* 
Ray, Mu tatyaMra NatA. 

Ray, Hr. ta i l a w t a r tliiaa. 

Kay, taa NauAla Mr. Kiiay Pratai liiifii. 
Traaan, sir LaasKat 
Wilkiaaaa, Mr. H. K. 


NOEt. 

■aaarjl. Hr. P. | taa Aupta, Dr. Namk OAmaara. 

MUf Mr. NaraiMra Kuaiar. | 

The Ayes being 51 and the Noes 3, the following motion was 
carried : — 

‘That the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1032. 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’hle Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, Rai Satish Chandra 
Mukherji Bahadur, Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur, Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta, Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma, m.u.k., Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi AlimusKaman Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Muhammad 
Abdul Momin, Sir Tjancelot Travers, kt., r.i.K., o.h.k., Mr, C. W. 
Gurner, Maulvi Abdul Semad, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin llashemy, Kasi 
Emdadul Hoque, Haji Badi Ahmed (Jhowdhuri, Rai Sahib Rehati 
Mohan Sarker, Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal, 
Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji, Mr. 
Saileswar Singh Roy, Maulvi Hassan Ali, Babu Nagendra Nath Ray, 
Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Babu Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Kumar Das, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy, Maulvi 
Ammin ffUTOf** Khan and Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ha5sur RahmMi 
Chaudhuri with instructions to submit their report as soon as poasihia 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be neoMsary to 
oonatitute a quorum shall be five.’* 


TJie Council was th«i adjourned till 3 p.m., on Monday, the 22ni 
Fehru«ry, at the CouncR House, Calcutta. 


1. a Pnw-4fit-s»-isfM-H^ 
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Release of persons detaim^ ttodar Bengal 

Criminal I*aw Amendment Adi* 86i« 

Batu, Mr. Naraaira Kamur 

Advisory Committees of Steamer Com* 
paniee, 242. 

Appointment of a Committee of iatlttlioh<* 
ment, 171. 

Bill, Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) 
Bengal, 1931,189, 190. 

Chittagong occurrence, report on, 22, 23. 

Civil and Excise Services, Muhammadan# 
in. 62. 

Congratulation to His Excellency the 
Governor on his providential escape, 221. 

Hijh i!e'i<i<'nt8, 234, 236, 237. 

Motion for an odjoummont of the busiDess 
of the Council, 66, 122, 269, 270, 271. 

Punitive {H>liet* lax in Chittagong, 230. 

Release of fs'csoits detained Under Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Acit* 

Seiatrta 

.Se«— Alaipur. 

•aagaJ 

Crimea in, 292. 

See — Oriaea Province. 


BiB, Garden Reach Mtmioipality, 1931, 

Mt. 


. ooeonenoe* report on, 24, 26. 

.iMilionailU 276. 

6 lllfK ^ j P omtara, pMwn, pat 

IMtiva po^ca tax in ChRtagont* tSO. 
tMaiM!^ fnenont detained under Bengal 
LW Arntnament AK 7A 80, 

Mipetl qn the CliltlitQng noemrn 


Beugal OrinSMi Law AsiinliMWI Ait 

R el ea se of persons detflned under, 67. 


Miwlime kl, 260. 

BImM Binr paBMMtoiL 27. 
•anloAMMM, 183. 

BMIm DuBa 


nnoe, 282* 



‘W: sf f.i’ ‘ isi^. 


AfPi«uliNa«l aikI Sttnitsiy Inprovemin* 
<Aiai|^4|ta»n*). Btasai, l»»- 

rMlngor. m. 

fiaMntatkm of tbs Bo to et Cqqxmittae 
rep<M*ion, IM. 
vJbtile, Benfftlf 1931 — 

QKrd«ilUilidbiMuiiicip«iity, 1931 — 
Oonftidmtlaiiof, 3^. 
pMiingof,M4. 

Report of tho Select Cormnittoe on, 356. 
Looel Self-Government (Amondmont), 
Bengel, 1932 — 

Introduction of, 379. 

Reference to a Sclc<'t Committee, 391. 
Local Self-Govenmient (Amendrnetit), 
Bengal. 198K- 
Not moved, 213. 

Motor Vehiclea Tax, Bengal, 1931 — 
Consideration of, 309. 

Paaatng of, 351. 

Report of the Stdoct Cornmjttee on, 307. 
Time when to be taken up, 28 1 . 
Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
Registration (Amendment), Bengal. 
1931 - 


Introduction of, 377. 

Referatioe to a Select (Wimitte<\ 377. 

(Amendment). Calcutta, 

1981— 


Cirottlatton for public opinion, 213. 
Munto^l (Amendment), Bengal. 1981 — 
17ot nM{*i^ 214. 

Opiua (Beiiga] Araendineni). 1931— 


Otroulatloi for o|>adon, 363< 

Urtroducticm $65. 

Opfom Smoking, Beiigal, 1931— 

Roforenoe to a SelmA Committee, 364. 


366 . . ^ 


Pnini Tahika R«guUtk» (Amendment^ 
Bengal. 1931— 

Ommipratiion oi^ 186, 193. 

Freoanlition Mt the Seleet Committee 
Rapofton, 183. 


M — eencM, 

Primary Education (Amendment), Bengal, 
1931- 

Introduction of, 367. 

Roference to a Select Committee, 368» 
376. 

Village Self-Oovetnment (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1931— 

Refereni'e to a Select Committee, 217. 

Bit! Hire 

Process-servers' establishment, 30, 83. 

B«m, Mr. taM leklUMr 

Obituary reference of, 2(». 

Bom. Mr. 8. M. 

Advisory Commit te(*s of Steamer OOM* 
ftanies, 240. 

Bengal Emergency Powers Oidinanoe, 328, 
IMensi’ of fs^rsons detame<l under Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 112. 

Buifottfiidt, 33 
Oolevtta 

I.s'tter from the Seen'tary of tlio l^reaa 
Emj4oye<*s' Asam'iation, 144. 

Ofliiei* of the Collfvtor of Excise, 304* 

Cokutta Oliord Railway 

Ae<piimtion of lands for, 289. 

Camgalf 8 far aan-MlfMiafit at raat 86i w aai f 
lanitCt iuat in eartaln iiilrial, 244. 

Cartiflcata OrimiMl aaMi 

»S>e-— Hang|)ur. 

OlMia lanrty agaraBaa 

Ser ' Hangpur. 

OtNdriww, garni al» 14. 
etaMM|aa,Mr.B.6. 

(IttUagong occurrence, report 0 g»M|) 16#' 
CongratuUtion to Wb 
Governor on hie ptwvk l |ttai al eaeape, 
221, * 

Mijii incidefita, 234, 235. 236, 237, 233. 
Motion for adjouftunent, 140, 361, 261k 
261, 280, 381. 

Reieese of pereooa dateined •DdwBnBil 
Criminal Unr A i iw Sw li i t A<t, 'll. 



iimfx. 


iMMilMiri, SiN Mfim 

m 

Jligrlindtural «nd Saniti^ liiiprovenient 
<Amondnient), Bengal, 1931, 185. 

Patni Taluk* Regulation (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1931, 186, 194, 196, 200, 
201 

Congratulation to Hi* Excellency the 
Governor on hi* providential eeoape, 
222 . 

lm|>rovornents of Hanitary condition of 
Raj*hahi. 282. 

Hajtthahi, e*tabli*hmenie of an agricultural 
in*titution at. 28. 

Raji^uthi College Hoatel, drainage aoheme, 

144. 

Beleaae of pemon* detained under Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 91. 
Waterwork* •chemo at Kajshahi, 95. 

OlNUMlkgri, Kktii Bakadar Maaivi Alinaxta- 

Civil and Kxcim* Korvunvi, Muhammadan* 
in, 01. 

Muhammailaii* in public nervieea, 00. 
MuHlim* in branche* of gazetUKl and non- 
gazetted norvicen, 02. 

Mualim* in miniaterial tu^rvicn^ in civil 
court*, 248. 

Recruitment of Mualim* to public aervice*, 
^ 108. 


Arakan Hoii<t in, 1(>0. 

Aaaemment of ce*« in, 22.'1. 

Fore«t tax on Muli hainboo* in. 224. 
Military police vialtliig certain school* in, 
287. 

Price of Muli bamboo* in, 101. 

Punitive police tax in. 229. 

Report on, 82. 232. 


Priaoner* in, 224. 

e ka ii < kar y> HaN Bail Akwad 

A)rakan Road in Chittagong, 106. 
AaMNiament of oa** in ChilUgong, 223. 


ftoL, xxrvijf.%oVl 

f 

ww— fy, n>» US 

Bill, Local Self-Goyemment (Ameiid* 
ment), Bengal, 1932, 366/^ 

Demand fdr Grant — 

43 — Famine Relief, 254. * 

Foreet tax on Muli baioboo* in Chiltagp^, 
224. 

Price of Muli bamboo* in Chittagong, 101. 
Priaoner* in Chittagong Jail, 224. 

Cf rtlftcata ailaan 

Realifiation of due* by, 302. 

Ciatnui koaiN 

Congestion in front of, interfering with 
traffic, 247. 

Civil and ExciM8arvtoai(Btagal) 

Muhammadan* in, 61. 

Civil Catirtt 

Muslim* in ministerial aervioee in, 248. 

Clanifleatitn at iiriioiitrt Amlta Dolt, Bikka 
Dvtt and AJit Miikkarjat, 243. 

Cnktn, Mr. D.J. 

Rill 

Garden Hcach Municifiality, 1931, 359. 
Motor Vehicles Tux, Bengal, 1931, 330, 
.331. 

Primary Education (Amendmwit), 
Bengal, 1932,376. 

Congratulation to Hi* Kxcelleficy the 
Governor on hi* providential escape, 
222 . 

CnIlMlnr al ExdM 

Calcutta. 

CamiMnal diiardan, 154. 

C tnytr, Mr. C. Q. 

Bill, Motor Vehicle* Tax, Bengal, 1931, 
342, 345. 

CfiMM 

S 00 — Bengal. 

CrlMlMl iav Aw aa d n a t Aal ar tka Ht« 
Ordinaaat 

Person* proeecuted under, 891. 

Bat in Ika lalailit at pckBa itiMMilih Hk. 
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bf« 31. 

MMn Mi OlHWkMin 

Unifomis fol^, 64. 

Daii, Mr. a.R. 

Bill, Motor Vehicles Tax, Bengal, 1931. 

314. 

Dai, Rii DaMar latytaira Kaauir 

Cknnmunal disordem, 154, 160. 

East Bengal, inereaae of Crimea in, and giui 
lioenaea to merchanta and tra<lorB, 59. 
Landlords’ tranaferdee in Dacca Collec- 
torate, 180. 

Dai, Rai Bahaitf r Kamiai Kaaiar 

Motion for adjournment, 130, 131. 
OfHcera after 25 years’ serv'ice, retirement 
of. 26. 

Punitive Police tax in Chittagong. 229. 
Release of persons detained under Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 111, 

DtauMi far Rraat 

43, — Famine Relief, 254. 

Difaty Prtliitat 

Cut (voluntary') in salary of, 13. 

DiaalMif 

Conducting a suit against an excise - 
vendor of, at expense of C»ovemment. 
232. 


Diaajpar MftrkI Mari 

Members constituting, 96. 


BiU 

(larden Reach Municipality, 1931 — 
Substitutton for clause 7(2), carried, 
361, 362. 

Local Seif^Oovemmimt (Amendment) 
Bengal, 193^ 

Metubers of Ihe Select Committee on, 
oaRied,390. 

Motor Vehicles Tax, Bengal, 1931«> 
Addition toclauae 1(2), kwt, 390. 


Dfyt i iM ix mchf. 

BiU 

Motor Vehicles Tax, Bengal, 4 W 9 t*-« * 
Insertion of claose 11*A, loti, 343. 
Patni Tehaks Regulation (Amftndtneat| 
Bengal, 1931-^ 

Considerationof. carried, 193. 

Passing of, Uiat, 202. 

Economic distress, resolution, carried, 50. 

Motion for luijoumment regarding ntm* 
publication of rejKirt on CTiitiagong 
matter, lost, 142. 

03M Omn OMtMMMt rtHwty iMlM 

pUrtHrM, 59. 

Ovtt, Ral RaMvr Dr. NarMIuia 

Appointment of a ('omrnittee of retrench* 
ment, 168, 177. 

Bill 

(Jartien Reach Miinicijiality, 1931, ,360. 
Motor VehiekMi Tax, Bengal, 1981, 322, 
324, 327, 338. 

Mmiicifial (Amendment), ('alcutta, 1931, 

212 . 

Primary FMueation (Amendment). Bon* 
gal. 1932, 372. 

Realisation of suit fetw in advance by 
certain Union ('oiirts in MaiiikgaiiJ, 
301. 302. 

Report of Bengal l-cgislative ('omrnittee on 
Public Ac’counts on Apjiropriation 
Accounts for 1929 .30, 252. 

Vetennaiy NtiMhes. 154. 

EMtiMgal 

Increase of crimes in. and gun lM*«nses to 
merchants and traders, 58, 

EeMMiic MflrMi,34. 

EMfJi, MmHH N«r RtliiiNMi KIlM 

Bill 

Local Hfdf Government (AmerMlnnent), 
Bengal, 1932,388. 

Muhammadan Marrisges and DivorcSS 
Registration (Amcfidment), Bangs), 
1931, 378. 

Prunary Education (AmtttdnMMit)* 
Bengal. 1932, 370. 
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^voL. iTo. 1. 


ImfJI, MMlvi mr MliWHi KUth-<tmeld. 

Bill 

Village Self -Government (Amendm^t), 
Bengal. 1931. 216. 

Movement to diwmade people from 
paying their duee, 23 1 . 

Kight of electing Chairman by Diatrict 
Board, Myrnenwingh, 110. 
8uj>erintendent, Orphangunj Market. 306. 

IxcMi Qrantt 

30. Heifujlifie Def>artm(mt«, 253. 

45. -Bujwrannnatioii Allowanoos, 253. 

Ixttet YtMlort, MuMim, 1H3. 
lytrport Joint fuk-Raflttry ofllca 

Scr - - Hangilabad. 

rortJgiir 

Hub-Hegifltry oftteo at Kalkini, 290. 

FarMuttr rtilway 243. 

FaroqHl, till Hon'Mt Nawafe K. 0. M., Kkan 

BahaJar 

Bill, Cattle. Bengal, 1931. 205. 207. 
Koonomic dintreiw, 40. 

Nnmber of rural and central banka liqui- 
dated, 1K3. 

Veterinary Btudicfl, 153, 154. 

Hmtm, Mr. L R. 

Bill. Cattle. Bengal. 1931. 20H. 

famalt Vaaclnatort, I02. 
rarrwtar, Mr. J. OamiMtll 

BUI 

Motor Vei'liiclert Tax. Bengal. 1931, 319, 
320, 334. 

Municipal (AmeTidnu*nt), Calcutta, 1931, 
213. 

Dum Dum Jail, dealing* of political pri- 
aoneni contlncii in, 251. 

Heleam^ of {.leratnis dctaiticil under Bengal 
Criminal I.aw AiiHnidmeiit Act. 83. 

imltU iwlnM«taaitta< aa n r i oa a 

Mualim in braitehea of, 62, 

tlMia, Dr. Aaialya Rataw 

HijU inoidenU. 236. 


ttlMaa,tlMNM*MatirB.iHKI« r 

Acquisition of laudi fo«« the Csloutta 
Chord Railway, 296. 

Asaesuneni of cess in Chittagos^, 223» 224, 

Bill, Patni Tahiks Regnlatkm (Amende 
ment), Bengal, 1931, 185, 186. 189, UCh 
198, 200, 202. ^ 

Cess cases in Khulna, 306. 

Chain survey operation in Rangpur, 147. 

Classification of prisoners Amita Dutta, 
Bibha Dutt and A jit Mukerjee, 243, 244. 

Classification of prisoners in jails, 298, 299, 
300, 301. 

Demand for Grant — 

43 - Famine Relief, 265, 266. 

Durn Dum Jail, dealings of political pri- 
soners (‘onfincil in, 261. 

Economic distress, 42. 

Land Acquisition Deputy CoUeetor, 24- 
Parganas, 287. 

Landlords’ transfer-fee in Dacca Collector- 
ate, 180. 

Mussalmans in ofRoes under control of 
Magistrate and Collector, 24-Pargaiiaa. 
306. 

Numbt'r of revenue-free estates, 147. 

Payments of awards under land acquisition 
pro<’<»edu»gB in 24-Farganas, 181. 

Prisoners in Chittagong Jail, 225. 

Rate of rent in Khas Mahals in certain 
districts, 294. 

Realisation of rtues by tlie Certificate offi- 
cers, 303. 

8ub-jail at Bagerhat, 306. 

Su|)crintendent. Orphangunj Market, 906 

Supply of boxes to prisoners, 260, 261. 

RHmaYi. tut HM'Ut AlluMJ Sir AfcjtBwftoi, 
Kt 

Alaipur, Bemorta and Kobadak khata, 
reclamation of. 183. 

Eroaionat Barnes Junction by Teesta, 182. 

Forest tax on Muli bamboos in Chittagong, 
224. 

Khalia khal in the Ma<laripur subdivkkm, 
246, 247. 

Price of Muli bamboos in Chittagong, 19^ 

Dtpami MantHI 

Pet^uniarv iurisdiction of. 2M. 



ilMiniMNiil€f IMHii Aft 

Aotion M4er seoticm 124 of, against Qov- 
enunent aervanta, 63. 

Aiwtmwwrt aamwts agiiMl wlMm Mftitn 
^ wm Mm HaMr mMii 1S4 9 /I itm Otv- 
miMal il liKia Act, 63. 

Atfcnicr 

Congratulation to His Excellenoy the. on 
hia providential eseape, 218. 

AM ir » cf*t AMrcM, 16. 

Acta, Bata Prafcllt Kcmar 

Bill, Local Self-Government (Amendment). 
Bengal, 1»32, 3HS. 

Congestion in front of einema huuws inter- 
fering arith tn^c, 247. 

Dum Diun Cantonment railway station 
platform, 69. 

Bata. Mr. f . N. 

Advisor^’ Committees of the Steamer Com- 
panies, 241. 

Bill 

Cattle, Bengal, 1931, 207. 

Motor Vehicles Tax, Bengal. 1931. 323. 

324, 328, 330, 331, 340. 

Municipal (Amemlrm'nt), Calcutta. 1031, 

211 . 

Congratulation to His Excellency tlie Gov- 
ernor on hiH providential «'Heap<*, 222. 

Bcpla, Mr. 4. N., C.I.C.. M.B.E. 

Appointment of a t'ommittee of retrench - 
roent, 160, 178. 

Motion for adjournment, 134. 

Release of persons detained under l^engai 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 82, 83. 

BcrMT.Mf.O. W. 

BUI 

Garden Reach Municipality, 1931, 36H. 
363. 

Local Self-Govemroent (Amendment). 
B^al, 1932. 390. 

MoUmt Vehicles Tax, Bengal, 1931, 318, 
322, 334. 

IBMa. Maaivi AMal 

** Asar ** prayers, closing ol court Iamumss for, 

146. 


IMiia, Mtahrl A taal c onoid. 

BtU 

Agricultural and Sanitary ImjirovetrMmt 
(Amendment). Bengal, 1931, 1.S4. 186. 
Ltxral Self-Government (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1932. 389. 

Motor VVhu'h'H Tax. Bengal, 1931, 318. 
Muhammadan Marriages and Uivoroes 
Registration (AnKmdtmmt). Bengal, 
1931, 378. 

.Myntensingh Civil Courts, nnil suits in, 32 
33. 

Pre-emption suits in Myinerisingh, 242. 
Right of elet'ting Chairman by District 
Board. Myinensingh, 109. 

River PoIkh' Sub-Ins|H*ctor servh'e. 286. 

NaliMbar Muaieitallly. 239 . 

Niitaaiy, Maalvl tyta JalalaMin 

Bill 

Loi'al Self-Goveniment (Arnendtiuml), 
ihuigal. 1932, 382. 

Motor Vehicles Tax. Bengal, 1931, 313. 
Primary Education (Ainenilineni), 
Bt'nii^l. 1932. 373. 

('hittagong tM'curnuice, rt’port on, 23. 
Classification of prisoncm in jails, 298. 299. 
Cnnk's in {h>ngal, 292, 294. 

Demand for Grant- ■■ 

43. - Famine Relief, 266. 

Ih'tentnm hy police on duty in ('^mneit 
Housi*, 66. 

Hijli inculents, 238. 

.Motion for aiijoummcnl, 126 , 128 . 129 , 141 , 
PenMMis pr<j«*cuteil under tlu* ('nrriinal Lair 
Amuuidmcnt Act or the New Oniinance, 
291 , 292 . 

Release of |>ersons <tetame<l luuier Bengal 
Criminal Law Anwridment Act, 76 . 
ltcp<»rt on the Chittagong is‘<-unt»ii(X?, 232 . 
Kupply of Ixixes to tie* firisorierN, 260 , 261 . 
Tipiwra tneideriU, 366 , 366 , 

Hi)H iMMltt, 223 , 236 . 237 . 238 . 296 . 
HtiMayf 

Allotment of, 146. 

Ntaitta** ^ e.i.E., O.B.E. 

Communal disordem, 160. 

Sworn in. 13. 
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IlMM. Knf CflitfidM 

Certi0oPte crimijtMU cmm in Rangpur, ISI. 
CSiain torvey operation in Rangpur, 146* 
147. 

Rangpur Civil Court*, mite pending in, 62. 
Realisation pf dues by the Certificate 
oflOoers, 302, 303. 

Rei^ exec^ina oases in which decree- 
holders purchased defaulting holdings, 
63. 

Union Boards in RaOgpur, 107. 

NiMilfi, limpah MMlNmf, KIhm BalMuhv 

Appointment of a Committee of letrech* 
meni» 172. 

BiU 

Motor Vekieks Tax, Bengal, 1931, 310, 
311,312. 

Primary Education (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1932, 360. 

^ISconomk liMremf 36, 48. 

Motion for 4dl|oummenl, 268. 

^hmtlnt MmiM M«Inmiim6 

Boat hire, process-servers* ostablishment, 

II. 

Proosts servers, 31, 246. 

iMpVOTOTv ww 99m9999 WfV lilipWlVf Vf 

Muhammadan bead clerks in offices of, 
362. 

Ml 

Classification of prisoners in, 298. 

iMkM 

‘ Aks-'-'FandfMir. 

lllMm, MwNI AMil 

Cammunal disonlers, 169. 

Motion foe ad joiutiment, 136. 

Release of persons detained under Bengal 
Crimiiial Law Amendment Act, 87. 

IClMlit IliMi 

Sm — Madaripur subdivision. 

RlMMi. KImii MM MMi MmiMi Ai 

Muslim Excise vendors, 183. 

OOoe of the Collector of Excise. OOcutta, 
304. 


KM, MmM TaMMhi 

AnotmeBt of hohdaya, 146, 146. 

Faridpur railway atation, 243. 

Muslims in Bengal Secretariat, 260. 

Rate of rents in Khas Mahals in oecifln 
diatrlota, 

Sub-Registry office at Kalirini, Faridpur, 
290. 

KMIMali 

Rate of rent in, in certain districts, m, 

KMmi 

Obis oases in, 306. 

KlMMfik 

Ses — Alaipur. 

Lai Maliamaiai, Ha|l 

Municipal CommissioiiMa, travelling allow- 
ances to, living outside munidpal areas, 
101. 

Laad AagiriWIHNi Dafwll SiNialaf 

iSm — 24-PaigaBaa. 

Land ai tg ai i Hl ia ptaaiiMaiM 

*S'«e — 24 • Parganas. 

Laadtarii* Traatlsrfsa 

See — l>a<‘ca Colli*ctorat<». 

mtnrtrn 

Development of, 61, 

Uaa apa rat a n 

Piece-work system of, of the Bengal Gk>v- 
emment Press, 226. 

MaiaHpaf Bail Ravta 

Dredging operations in, 246. 

Khalia khal in, 246. 

Haflilrali aai O aSie Mr 

See — 24- Parganas. 

MMraaat 

Sub- Registrar at, 306. 

MaW, Mr. R. 

Appointed Chairman, Dwtrict BpRML 
Midnapore, 106. 

Hi|li inoktonla, 236. 


1^. 
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L BaanaC*) arumnal ^pfiaali of, 2tf. 
StdxMP^biito Judge of» 32, 


Appointed Clmiitnin of tiM Diiirioi BoenI 
of, 105. 


HeeliMtkm of suit^fees in edveooe by 
certain TTnion Courto in, 301. 

mtn, m IlMlIt Mr. Aa, O.I.E. 

Advilory Committeee of Steamer Oompa- 
ni6B, 240, 241, 242. 

'ABotment of hoUdaya, 146. 

Af^pointment of a Committee of retrench* 
ment, 176, 177. 178. 

Bill, Motor Vehiolee Tax. Bengal, 1931, 
338. 

Budget deficit, 34. 

CongratulaMon to Hie Excellency the 
Governor on hie providential caoape, 219. 

Cut in the aalariea of public aei^'anta, 28* 
29. ^ 

Dt^mand for Ckaat — 

43 — Famine Relief, 254. 

Dura Dum Cantonment railway etation 
platform, 59. 

Economic dietreea, 4 J. 

Rx(Mmhi Grante— 

30 — Scientific D<>'f)artmcntfl, 263. 

45 — Superannuation Allowan^’e, 263. 

Karidpur railway iitattoii. 243. 

Motion for an adjournment of the buaintws 
of ^e Council, 66. 

Mualiina in Bengal Seoretariat, 260. 

Offloer* after 25 yeaia’ aervioe, retirement 
of, 27. 

Pieoe-work eyitem of tbe Lino-operatoni 
of the Bengal Government Preen, 226. 

Report of Bengal Legislative Committee 
on Public AcoouKla on Appropriation 
AoeounU for 1929*30, 251, 252. 

Senu*Oovenunent bodiea, placing of print- 
ing orden of, with private premea, 26. 

Voluntary out in aalaries at tbe President 
and Deputy President, 13. 

Mill, Mr. E. A. 

Sworn in. 13. 

Attsndaoca of, IS, 55, f5. 144, 180, 218, 
382,352. 


Aj^pointaient of a Oommittae of retreilMih' 
ment, 173. 

Bill, Primary Eduoatipt {A|oti^pMikt)» 
Bengal, 1932, 371, 

Coogiatulation to His EieoeUaney tha 
Qovemor on bis providential esoapa» 
221 . 

Forest tax on Muli bambooa in GhAta- 
gong. 224. 

Motion for adjoummant, 137, 138, 139. 

Muhammadans In public aervioes, 60, 81. 

Right of electing CbaimiMi by Distrioi 
lioani, Mymmsingh, UO. 

MMktrJii, Mr. tyuMgrtiM 

Bengal Emergmicy Powers (bdionnoe, 228. 

Chittagong o<^currenoe, report on, 23, 21, 
232. 

Congratiilatton U) His ExeaUency !!» 
Govenior cm his providential aMtpa, 
222 . 

Hglt incidenU, 236, 236, 237. 229. 

Military police visiting oertain la 

autUgong, 287, 288. 280. 

Mt a t m a n li tt tffiMuMt ptlplt IMf 

Mr 8M8, 230. 

MnlunnmaMuit hi iwMIt i i r r l m , 6o! 

Mttfchar)l, Itai iahainr Pilft Mh 

Obituary reference of, 20. 

MnN htMiMt 

.S>c — Ch 1 1 tagong . 

MmWgM C a w hil t wt n 
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246. 
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Motion for a<ljoumment, 263, 264, 205. 
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Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
liegistration (Amendment), Hengal, 
1931, 377, 378. 

Primary Eduoation (Amendment), Hen- 
gal, 1932, 367, 368. 376. 

Libraries, development of, 56. 
location of Eyerpore Joint Sub-Itegistry 
oflfl(^ at Rangilaba<l, 248. 

Hajshahi, establishment of an agricultural 
institution at, 28. 
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in, 144. 

Siib-Hegistrar at Magrahat, 306. 
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PersoiiN put on trial for, 64. 
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OrM^ Mr. 4. E. 

Swoni in, 13. 

OrliM PrtviMi 

Transfer of a )mrt of Bengal to proposed, 
29. 

OrwMitf, Mr. E. E. 

Motion for adjourmnent, 280. 
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Suparintifident of, 306- 


Miir, Mr. AwMMta MRhMi 

Bhairab Bazar polioe-atation, 27. 

Daooities and robberies, number oC, 31. 
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gun licenses to merchants and traden, 
58. 

Economic distress, 51. 

Movement to dissuade people from paying 
their dues, 230. 

NM It r, Salt NaniimM PraaaE 

Campaign for non-payment of rent and 
money-lender's dues in certain districts, 
244. 

Hijli incidents, 295. 

Heprcsentation regarding campaign for 
non-payment of rent in Tippera district, 
294. 

Palica arrangama Rto 

Obstruction by {H)hce on duty, 65. 
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for, 145. 

Backwartl classes, appointments given to 
the candirlates Indonging to, 22. 

Backward classes, recniitment of minis- 
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Bengal Emergency Powers Ordinance, 228. 

Bhairab Bazar police-station, 27. 

Cam|>aign for non-payment of rent and 
money-lender’s dues in certain distriota, 
244, 245. 

Certificate criminal cases in JFlangpur, 182* 

Chittagong occurrence, report on, 22, 23* 
24. 25. 
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in, 61, 62. 

Conducting a suit against an Exotas 
\'endor of Dinajpur at expense erf Ootr- 
emment, 233. 

Congestion in front of cinema houses intar* 
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Crimes in Bengal. 292. 

Dacoities and robberies, number of, 31. 
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Hearing of criminal appoala of Malda, 240. 

Hijli incidents, 233, 234, 236, 236. 237. 
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Halda Subordinate Judge of, 32. 

Military police viaiting ('ertain Hchools in 
Chittagong, 288, 289. 
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272, 273. 
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Law Amendment Act, or the New 
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Pre-emption suits in M>'menaingh, 242. 

Process .servers, 31, 62, 246. 
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30,33. 

Punitive police tax in Chittagong, 229, 
230. 

Rangpur Civil Courts, suits [lending in, 

63. 

Realisation of suit-fees in advance by 
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301, 302. 
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109. 

Release of peraons detained under Bengal 
Oriminal Law AineiKltnefit Act. 1 13, 1 17, 
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holders purchased defaulting holdinge, 
63. 
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non-jiayment of rent in Tippera district, 
295. 

Rivt*r Police Sub- Inspector Service, 196.^ 

Statement i^ontaining rt^port of Tippera 
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President, 363. 
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Usurious Loans Act, 249. 
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Adjournment motion not atlinissible when 
arises out of nJusal to answer s questioti, 
66 . 
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(rovenior on his proviiUuitial es(*a|ie, 218. 

Cut (voluntary) ui salary of, 13. 

Pratt, Banfal Ravammaiit 

Ser Lino'0[M'riitorM 

Pratt Impltyaat’ Attadalita 

Nee- Calcutta. 

Priaanan 

Supply of Isixea to, 2/VO. 

Praataa^tarvart, 30, 31, 62. 246 

Pratata-aaraart* aataMJtlmisfit 

See- - Boat hire. 

PaWe AacaaiHt Oaamiitlaa 

Nse—Rejiort. 

Muslims in, 60. 

Recruitment of Muslims to, 108, 

Part PHfrtai Utd, 286 

Raiiaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. AMar 

Bill, Local fiMf-Oovenmient (Ameodiiiaot), 
Bengal. 1932, 399. 
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Village Self •Government (Amendment), 
Bongai, 1931, 914, 217. 
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Releaae of pemoni detained under Bengal 
Oimmal Law Amendment Act, 69. 
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Drainage scheme in, 144. 
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Bill, Local Self-Government (Amendment), 
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Local Self-Government (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1032, 381. 
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Chittagong oocuirence, report on, 23, 25. 
Government aervante against whom action 
was taken under section 194 ot the Gker- 
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Hijli incidents, 233, 234, 235, 236, 238, 
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Makioo for adjournment, 130, 
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300. 
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Hijli incwienta, 237, 238, 296. 297. 

Military police viaiting oertain achool* in 
Chittagong, 289. 
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purpoaea, 147. 

Halkahar Munioipality, 239. 
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ment), Bengal, 1031, 107. 
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Bengal. 1032. 382, 383, 386, 387. 

Motor Vehicle* Tax, Bengal, 1031, 315, 
333, 341. 

Patni Taluks Regutaikm (Amendment), 
Bengal. 1031, 188, 8(ML 
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Hearing of criminal appeal* of Malda, 245, 

Malda, Subordinate Judge of, 32. 

Number of revenue- frc<* eetates, 147. 

Staamtr Oampaniti 

Advinwj' CrommitU-H** of, 24(>, 242. 
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R4^ease of persons detained under Bengal 
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